
2/5TH INFANTRY BATTALION 

ASSOCIATION N.S.W.

 

 

 

July 2018 

 

Tambu Day 

 
Tambu Day this year will be on Sunday 19th August when families and friends meet to 

honour those who served Australia as members of the 2/5th Australian Infantry Battalion. 

As for many years now, the activities will include a commemorative ceremony and lunch 

in the Heritage Room at Moore Park Golf House. 

  

Please gather for pre-lunch drinks in the lounge on the first floor of the Golf House from 

12 noon. The commemorative ceremony will commence at 12:45pm after which staff will 

commence serving lunch. 

 

Location and access: Within the Sydney Centennial Parklands, Moore Park Golf is 

serviced by public transport and has off-street car parking for visitors. Access is via 

Cleveland Street near Anzac Parade, Moore Park, Sydney. 

Dress: Smart casual with medals. 

Cost: $58 per person (same as last year) for two courses with tea or coffee and drinks on 

the table. 

RSVP: Please return the enclosed acceptance slip with payment to the Treasurer, 2/5th 

Infantry Battalion, 3 Pitlorchy Rd, St. Andrews NSW 2211 by Friday 10th August 2018. 

Cheques should be made payable to the 2/5th Infantry Battalion Association NSW. 

 

Enclosed are tickets for the Association’s annual raffle which will be drawn on Tambu 

Day. The prizes will be a landscape painting by Angela Rigoni and framing by courtesy 

of her mother, Norma Beaver; and a framed Long Stitch made by Zoë Galloway. 

 

 

President: Fred Hoare 
 

Secretary: Ken McKay  

 
Treasurer: Daryl Connolly 
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Anzac Day 
  

 

Anzac Day this year saw a good number of Association family members joining President 

Fred Hoare for the Sydney March. For the third year running, the march was south along 

Elizabeth Street, passing the Anzac Memorial Sydney in Hyde Park and left to a dispersal 

point in Oxford Street. 

 

As they have previously, the Neville family placed beautiful wreath at the Cenotaph in 

Martin Place in remembrance of those who served in the Battalion. 

 

Through the generosity of the management of Punchbowl Bus Company and driver 

Hamish Fraser who volunteered his time, families were conveyed from the CBD after 

the march to Moore Park where an excellent lunch was served by the staff of Etiquette 

Catering. Both organisations have been thanked for their work in making Anzac Day 

most enjoyable for all.  

 

Thanks also again to Roy McCormack who piped the diners to lunch and provided 

musical support for the ceremonial part of the activities at Moore Park.  

 

 

Association family members bearing the Australian National Flag and the 2/5th Infantry 

Battalion Association Banner, Sydney, Anzac Day 2018. 
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Anzac Day, Sydney 2018 

Top left – President Fred Hoare leading the 2/5th Inf Bn contingent in the Sydney March. 

Top right – The wreath placed on the Cenotaph by the Neville family. 

Middle - Roy McCormack piping diners to lunch at Moore Park and the scene in Elizabeth St. 

Bottom - some of the diners at Moore Park Golf. 
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 A letter from France 
 

A special mention was made on Anzac Day 2018 of Association member Keith Porter 

whose son Matthew Porter wrote to Ken McKay earlier this year. Keith, as some will 

recall, now resides at Upton-Upon-Severn, Worcestershire in the West Midlands of 

England.  

Copied below is Matt’s letter. 

“I thought it might interest you to see some photos of my father taken recently. 

I have a friend who visits and searches the training sites of the Battalion in the Atherton 
Tablelands in Queensland. He finds a lot of items an immense interest to anyone 
interested in the Battalion, but in particular he finds a lot of Rising Sun badges from the 
slouch hat, Australia shoulder titles and also Rising Sun collar badges. 

I was able to obtain a full set of these items from my friend for my father, some of his 
original buttons etc had been purloined by me as a child. Now his uniform is complete 
once more. 

The photos show Dad in his uniform and another with all the goodies I obtained for him. 
You can imagine how pleased he was to receive them, as was I to have been able to get 
them for him in the first place. 

I have one other photo of him, taken in New Guinea with a group of his mates. I spoke 
with Dad and he is quite OK if you wished to include any pics of him in your newsletter. 

A bit of background info....he moved to the UK after his house in Wentworth Falls was 
burgled a few times. That was in 2000---can you imagine a move like that at the age of 
76 ???  He has been there ever since, living in a little village on the banks of the river 
Severn in Worcestershire. Lately, he has been in quite ill health and has had a few very 
worrying trips to hospital. I am glad to say that at the present moment he is back home 
again with his wife, Lola. 

If you needed/wanted any more info, please don't hesitate to ask. I myself am now 
retired and living in France so have quite a bit of time on my hands....so to speak. 

All the very best to you and the Association 

Matt Porter” 
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Keith Porter proudly displaying mementoes 

of his service as a soldier of the 2/5th 

Australian Infantry Battalion. 

Right rear - NX175156 Private Alexander Keith PORTER, 

2/5th Australian Infantry Battalion. 

(Enlisted in the AIF 28th September 1943. Discharged 22nd November 1946). 

Keith Porter as a young soldier, 

c1943. 
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Oliver Hoare in the US 

 
Val Hoare has kindly provided a clipping from the 13th June 2018 edition of the St 
George and Sutherland Leader about her grandson Oliver. Some readers will recognise 

Oliver who has assisted Fred on a number of occasions on Anzac Day.  

 

Nowadays Ollie is a student at the University of Wisconsin in the United States and as the 

clipping copied below shows, he is now also a champion athlete. 

 

“ATHLETICS 

BY ANDREW PARKINSON 

 

Ollie Hoare has completed an incredible sophomore [second year of study] by winning 

the 1500 metre title at the NCAA [National Collegiate Athletic Association] Outdoor 

Track and Field Championships. 

The University of Wisconsin student stormed home in a tactical and physical final at 

Historic Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon in the US early on Sunday morning (AEST). 

Hoare was near the back of the field leading into the final lap but ran sensational finish 

in wet and slippery conditions to reel in three-time champion Josh Kerr who broke the 

NCAA 1500m record in April. 

The Caringbah distance runner finished in a time of 3 minutes 44.77 seconds to 

become the first Badger to win the event since Don Gehrman, a UW legend who won a 

trio of NCAA outdoor titles between 1948 and 1950. 
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It was also the school’s first national title in a track event in more than a decade. 

It had already been an historic year for Hoare who won four Big Ten Conference titles 

during the 2017-18 season. He won the Big Ten cross country title before winning both 

the 3000 and 5000m at the Big Ten indoor meet en route to winning the Big Ten Track 

Athlete of the Championship honours. 

Following a pair of All America honours at the NCAA indoor meet, Hoare won the 

1500m title at the outdoor conference meet. 

The result highlighted the magnitude of Hoare’s season after he was knocked out in the 

first heat of regional qualifying for the event last year. 

“It’s a crazy year. Something has clicked for me. I’ve really taken advantage of my 

coaches [and] the boys back in my second home in Madison,” Hoare said after the race. 

“Really just taking everything into account and making it work for me. A more hands 

on approach to my training showed me that I can be a formidable athlete. 

 “I just didn’t want to put myself in the position where I’m thinking I’m only second 

best or third best. And I think that progression for me was all about setting no limits.” 

To make it an even more special day, Hoare’s mum, Kate, had flown in from Sydney 

to watch her son race. 

“I like to go into a race thinking I can win it. The calibre this year was incredible, Josh 

Kerr is a formidable athlete. But I really wanted to see what I could do. Going in it 

seemed like it was anyone’s race,” Hoare said. 

That last bend coming off the straight I just pumped my arms and pushed through and I 

was getting closer and closer to that time. I think for me by that point I thought I got this, 

I’m going to take out this race.” 

 

Congratulations Ollie! Your family and friends are very proud of you.  

 

Something else to think about 

 

 

From Active Service – With the Australians in the Middle East, 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT 1941 


