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Newsletter of 5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment Association

In  a  simple  but  moving
ceremony, the 5/7th Battalion
The Royal Australian Regiment
unlinked  in  a  late  afternoon
parade on 3 December 2006,
the battalion’s 33rd birthday.
The parade size was relatively
small as two companies are
c u r re n t l y  d e p l o y e d  i n
Afghanistan and Iraq. 5RAR and
7RAR are now officially back on
the Army’s order of battle.

The parade commenced with
5/7RAR advancing onto the
parade  ground  in  their
mechanised vehicle, troops
dismounting and forming up in
divisions in front of the vehicles.
The 5/7RAR colours were then
marched  onto  the  parade.  The
principal guest was Land
Commander Australia, Maj Gen
Mark  Kelly,  who  inspected  and
addressed the parade. The CO’s
and  RSM’s  elect  of  5RAR  and
7RAR then marched onto
parade with the 5RAR and
7RAR unit banners to assume
command  of  the  5RAR  and
7RAR  divisions.  The  CO,  RSM
and Colours of 5/7RAR then
marched  off  for  the  last  time.
The  parade  concluded  with  the
5RAR and 7RAR divisions
mounting their vehicles and
dispersing in different directions
to signify the unlinking.

5RAR  Tigers  are  now  on  active
service for the first time since
1970 with D Coy 5RAR deployed
in  Iraq  as  part  of  the
Operational Overwatch Battle
Group (West) 

5RAR RE-RAISED After Unlinking Ceremony

5th/7th Battalion Colours on Parade for the final time

Paul Greenhalgh  Lt Col Peter Short
First & Last CO’s 5/7RAR

Lt Col J Ellwood    Roger Wainwright
Welcoming the new CO 5RAR

Maj Gen J Connolly
Brig John Hooper

Paul Greenhalgh

Farewell 5/7RAR Colours

5RAR Division on Parade
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow Tigers

As you open this edition you will
notice  that  Tiger  Tales  has  been
produced in a new “trial” format.

This has been done to reduce the
growing  amount  of  time that  our
editor has to spend in printing,
collating, stapling and posting
Tiger Tales.

Essentially, it has been decided
to split the editing and publishing
functions. In the last issue, we
sought expressions of interest
from members who might
consider  taking  over  from  Lou
Wagner  when  he  steps  down  as
editor next April. No expressions
were forthcoming although we did
get  some  offers  to  assist  in  the
printing and publication process.

We are pleased to advise that this
issue has been printed and
published by The Pack Factory,
which is owned by Graeme Tooth,
a second tour Tiger.

Following this issue, we will work
with Graeme to continually
improve the content and quality
of Tiger Tales. But to do that, we
do  need  your  input  with
appropriate articles.

As  another  year  comes  to  a
close,  it  brings  with  it,  some
exciting news for all Tigers.

By  the  time  you  receive  this
edition the Fifth Battalion, The
Royal Australian Regiment
exists again in its own right. On
3 December the 5/7th Battalion
was  unlinked  to  reform  5RAR
and 7RAR.

Those with an eye for history
will know that 5RAR was on the
order of battle for just 8 1/2
years from 1 March 1965 until 3
December 1973. On that day,
the battalions linked to form
5/7RAR.

For 33 years our history,
heritage and traditions has been
preserved by 5/7RAR, but at
the  same  time  this  magnificent
unit has established a fine
record and history of its own.

I would like to thank LTCOL
Peter  Short  and  WO1  ‘Blue’
Ryan as the final commanding
officer  and  RSM  of  5/7RAR  for
their unstinting support to our
Association  over  the  past  few
years.

At  the  same  time,  we  welcome
LTCOL Jake Ellwood and WO1

Greg  Burns  as  the  CO  and  RSM
respectively of 5RAR. Further
information on the unlinking
process and the new command
team is elsewhere in this edition.

As  I  approach  two  years  as  your
President,  I  now  realise  how
much voluntary time our
committee members put into
5 R A R  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
administration. I thank them for
their efforts in keeping our
Association running efficiently for
another year.

Regrettably, David Wilkins has
resigned from the committee.
David  has  been  appointed  to  the
Veteran’s  Review  Board  for  a
three-year period and has had to
step  down  to  avoid  any  potential
conflict  of  interest  by  being  a
committee member of a veteran’s
association.

I thank David for his contribution
and  hope  he  will  consider  re-
joining in the future.

I  trust  you  all  have  a  rewarding
and happy festive season with
your loved ones. 

Roger Wainwright
President

LINKS RE-ESTABLISHED — 5 PL “ A” COY ARTC

For  many  years,  the  5RAR  Association  has
sponsored a platoon of recruits at the Army Recruit
Training Centre at Kapooka. This has traditionally
been 5Pl A Coy, known as the “Binh Ba Platoon”.

For some time, due to changes if the recruit training
process, it was not possible to sponsor the platoon.
However,  training  has  now  reverted  back  to  an  11
week  course  which  means  we  are  once  again,
official sponsor for 5 Platoon.

The Association presents a 5RAR plaque on march
out to the "most improved" recruit.

During its training, the platoon also visits Canberra
where  it  is  briefed  by  a  5RAR  veteran  on  the
significance  of  the  Vietnam  Memorial  and  the
history of 5RAR.

On this visit, the "most consistent" recruit is
presented with a copy of "The Doc's Movie"  (DVD)
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VIETNAM VETERANS' DAY Story by Max Carroll

O n 18 August 2006 I was one of a party of
four  RSL  members,  representing  the
Taree Sub Branch, who attended
Commemorative  Services  at  two  of  the

local high schools. Appropriately all four of us were
ex Vietnam Infantrymen from 1, 3, 5 and 7RAR.

The  schools  were  honouring,  in  particular,  two  of
their former students who were killed in action in
Vietnam. Namely, from Taree High School,  Capt R.
B. (Bob) Milligan, C Coy 5RAR, KIA 14 February
1967; and from St Clare's High School Taree, 2Lt K.
P.(Kerry) Rinkin, B Coy 5RAR, KIA 7 April 1967.
Both schools have well kept, peaceful, garden areas,
with bronze commemorative tablets, set in granite,
for Bob and Kerry. They are not forgotten.

I was impressed by the sincerity and interest shown
by  the  kids  at  the  schools.  However,  I  can  only
describe the ceremony at St Clare's as outstanding.
The  student  participation  in  the  service;  and  the
dignity  shown  by  these  young  people,  revealed  a
level  of  maturity,  respect  and  understanding  far

beyond their youth.

I took the opportunity to introduce the Principals at
both  schools  to  our  5RAR  website,  and  I  have  no
doubt that both staff and students will be visiting.
Later, Eric Richardson and I presented each school
with  an  inscribed  copy  of  “Vietnam  Task”  so  that
history students could study the circumstances of
Bob  and  Kerry's  service  and  sacrifice.  The  books
were  very  well  received  and  will  get  much  library
use.

Our President recently asked me to try and locate
any surviving relatives of Bob and Kerry. I did locate
a  brother  of  Kerry  Rinkin  who  agreed  to  be  our
contact and will pass ‘Tiger Tales’ on to his siblings.

The  Association  has  also  recently  located  Bob
Milligan’s ex-fiancé who is now the contact with our
Association. Bob’s siblings have sadly passed on. It
is  a  rewarding  feeling  to  bring  our  deceased
comrade's family back into the Battalion fold 

It  was 9.15 am Sunday morning,
Allan  English  and  his  lovely  wife
Heather picked us up at Maree
Stevenson’s  house  backing  on  to
the Enoggera Army Base.

Maree was away  in the bush and
had opened her house to Wendy
Moline  and  myself,  Allan  and  I
had not been in touch since
1988, a wonderful reunion.

As we approached the base gates,
I  thought  if  there  were  a  soldier
on  guard,  I  would  cry  (the  old
Holsworthy days); there wasn’t,
only security guards.

We found the little chapel, and
Kel Ryan passed me six
Australian flags to put into the
ground beside the plagues.

Privates EW Teeling, PJ Jackson,
TC  Turner,  LJ  Pettit,  HL  Muller
and Lance Corporal PL Smith.

Allan  and  I  walked  down  the
pathway, and stepped on to

sacred ground.
The plaques were placed under
beautiful trees, some Australian
and some deciduas.

We  found  Pte  Teeling  first  (the
only Australian killed at Binh
Ba.) I cleared some of the leaves
away  from  the  small  cement
block holding the plaque, and
put the flag into the earth
beside  it  while  saying  a  prayer
for him and his family.

Then to each of the other
soldiers, we did the same; it was
a very special and emotional
time.

The Memorial Ceremony began
with  an  opening  prayer  by
Pastor Ray Chapman that
remembered those departed,
those  left  behind,  and  our
troops currently serving in all
parts of the world.

“Brasso”  Bamblett  Cpl,  D  Coy,
at  the  Battle  of  Binh  Ba,

recounted  his  memories  of  the
events, dedicating this time to my
late  husband Brian London OAM
DCM.

I closed my eyes, as Allan held
my hand, and I remembered the
battle, just as Brian had told me,
many times before.

A Wreath Laying ceremony
followed and we were informed
that flags had been placed at the
Plague of each of the 50 members
of the Battalion who died while
on service in South Vietnam.

This was followed by a roll call of
the departed and the Regimental
Prayer  was read by Peter
English, Allan’s son 

“No one shows greater love, than
one who lays down his  life for

another”

Marie London
Tigers Den Mother

BIHN   BA   MEMORIAL ENOGGERA          † A SACRED PLACE † JUNE  2006
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F orty years after the “Battle
of  Long  Tan”,  many
Vietnam veterans who

have  never  sought  help  are
coming through the doors of the
Vietnam Veterans Counselling
Service in Perth.

Decades after they left the war
zone,  these  men  are  still  waging
personal battles with flashbacks,
nightmares, anger, alcohol and
drug abuse ,  re lat ionship
problems and post-traumatic
stress disorder.

Counselling service director Glen
Menezes  said  he  had  had  a  big
increase  in  clients.   “It  is  only
now,  after  leading  full  productive
lives  ...  that  they  are  realising
their traumas are surfacing and
that they have had these traumas
for many years,” he said.
Vietnam Veterans Association WA
president Peter Ramsay treads a
fine line between acknowledging
the injustice and bitterness of the
past and promoting WA's 5300
veterans as achievers rather than
victims. He said public support
shown recently for Vietnam
veterans  particularly in this
year's Anzac Day march was

humbling and uplifting.
“Yes, we were kicked in the guts
30-odd  years  ago  but  now  we
just  get  on  with  our  lives”,  he
said.   “My  father  was  a  World
War II veteran and he gave me a
hard  time  -  he  told  me  that  it
wasn't  really  a  war.  That  hurt
but I've got to put that behind
me”.

Terry Bates, of Millendon, who
with  his  mate  Peter  Guyatt

served with the Royal Australian
Regiment 5th Battalion in 1969,
was wounded when he stepped
on a landmine but was one of the
rare few who did not lose a limb.
Three  of   his  comrades  died  and
18 were injured.

Despite this, he is positive about
the Vietnam experience. “I
volunteered and I've got no
regrets” he said. 

VVCS help line: 1800 011046

BATTLE OF LONG TAN

Story by A
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uggins and photo by Ian Ferguson
R

eproduced courtesy  W
est A

ustralian N
ew

spaper

FAMILIES GATHER TO HONOUR MISSING
Story by Jennifer Curtis, reproduced courtesy  West Australian Newspaper

The families of six Australians
missing in action in Vietnam
united  for  the  first  time  in  Perth
yesterday  to  honour  their  fallen
relatives.

Their visit was the result of a 2½
year battle by the WA branch of
the Vietnam Veterans Association
to  name  streets  in  The  Chase
development at Baldivis after the
missing men.   Thirty-four
relatives from around Australia
will  gather  today  at  the  housing
estate for a dedication service.

John Herbert, an 83-year-old
World  War  II  veteran,  flew from
Adelaide.    The  father  of  Flying
Officer Michael Herbert, who
was killed alongside Pilot Officer
Robert  Carver  when  their
Canberra bomber crashed on
November 3, 1970, said he was
relieved to be at the gathering to
find out more about his son.  “I
feel very emotional,” he said.

Robert  Gillson,  also  a  Vietnam
veteran,  was  on  the  same
operation as his brother Peter
when Peter was killed in 1965.
He said the street naming would

be a wonderful opportunity for
them  all  to  share  stories  about
the  lost  men.   “Just  being  here
reminds  me  of  what  happened
and  it  brings  back  the  memories
of  my  brother,  we  all  miss  him
terribly  and  in  some  ways  it's  a
shame the families had to travel
so far to get adequate recognition
of  these  six  men,”  Mr  Gillson
said.

Organiser  Peter  Ramsay  said  he
hoped the relatives got some
comfort from the dedication
service 

“ I volunteered andI’ve got no regrets”
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LES FARREN’S ENTRENCHING TOOL story by: Dennis Rainer MC, MID

In memory of Pte L.T. Farren
10 Pl, D Coy, 5RAR 1966-67

KIA 10 June 1966

Some  10  years  ago,  I  embarked
on  the  project  of  making  a
narrated  photo  album  of  the
Platoon’s record of service in SVN
in 1966-67. At the same time I
was  making  up  a  memorial  wall
in  my  family  room.  I  asked  the
platoon members for donations
toward the wall and to borrow
their SVN photo slides.

Ken “Casey” Conole rang me and
asked if I would like Les Farren’s
entrenching tool. When I asked
how  he  came  by  the  said
entrenching tool (I had forgotten)
he  told  me  that  on  the  night  of
the  action  in  which  Les  Farren
was  KIA,  we  were  then  living  in
our own hutchies on Nui Dat Hill.
“Casey” came to my tent and told
me  he  had  lost  his  own
entrenching tool. Before Danny
Coupe’s and Les Farren’s bodies
were  taken  to  Vung  Tau  by
helicopter  that  day,  we  had
recovered their webbing and
weapons. He said that I was
sitting  on  the  ground  with  their
webbing at my feet and reached

down  and  took  Les  Farren’s
entrenching tool from his
webbing and said “Here, take
Les’s and wear it with pride.”

“Casey” told me that he kept the
entrenching tool when he was
given  a  corps  transfer  to
Catering Corps, took it back to
SVN  on  a  second  tour  with
7RAR  and  kept  it  when  he  left
the  Army.  He  stored  it  in  his
shed and regularly  cleaned and
oiled the entrenching tool. He
sent it to me from East Hills in
Sydney  where  he  lived  and  it
stood against the memorial wall
until 2004. A new War Memorial
was  to  be  built  here  in
Mandurah WA and it was
thought appropriate to turn the
sod  for  the  blessing  of  the  site
with an Army entrenching tool. I
d o n a t e d  L e s  F a r r e n ’s
entrenching tool to the
Mandurah RSL for that
purpose, and after the turning
of the sod, the entrenching tool
was  framed.  It  is  now  situated
on  the  wall  of  the  Mandurah
RSL with a commemorative
plaque remembering Les’s
service 

The Entrenching Tool

This entrenching tool belonged to private
Leslie Thomas Farren and was used to
turn the first soil for the Mandurah

Memorial 14th September 2004

Private Leslie Thomas Farren
3786921

10 Platoon “D” Company
5th Royal Australian Regiment
Killed in action 10th June 1966
At Hoa Long, Phuoc Tuy Province

Republic of South Vietnam
“Lest We Forget”

The Inscriptions

LONG TAN DAY REMEMBERED STORY BY: John Hunter

It  was  the  40th  year  after  Long
Tan, as we formed up at 1600 hrs
and  marched  to  Civic  Park,  King
St, Newcastle.

As  unofficial  photographer  I
didn't march but took the photos
of that day.

 The service was well attended,
with  two  Westpac  (HUEY)  rescue
choppers f rom Newcastle
performing the flyover.

 The 5RAR contingent marched
proudly  behind  the  Tiger  Banner

owned by a member of the first
tour.

The  Battalion  was  well
represented, with members of
1st and 2nd tour  marching. We
also got one new Tiger Cub.

This was followed by a Dinner at
Wallsend  RSL.  A  good  time
remembered by all. This time,
we  might  limp  a  little!  but  our
fallen were well remembered 

LEST WE FORGET
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The RAR Association and the RAR Foundation
Apart from RAR unit Associations
such  as  ours,  two  key
organisations that promote our
Regiment  to  the  community  are
the RAR Association and the RAR
Foundation.  Of  the  two,  the  RAR
F o un d a t i o n ,  w hi c h  w as
established in 1992, is probably
the  lesser  known.  This  article
draws on information provided by
the Foundation.

The two organisations are very
different from each other but
complementary. They involve
many  of  the  same  people  and
assist each other when and where
appropriate. The essential
difference is that the Association
exists primarily to support social
act i v i t ie s  and  con t inued
comradeship of ex-members of
the Regiment: the Foundation
exists  to  support  the  quality  of
life  of  serving  members  of  the
Regiment and to support
activities that publicise the value

of our Regiment to the people of
Australian.  To  this  end  the
foundation issues grants to:

   Assist serving members of
the Regiment whose CO believes
the member needs some
financial assistance arising from
difficulties created by the
exigencies of military service or
a cause over which the member
has no control;
·    Provide assistance to
publish significant history of the
Regiment;
   Commemorate  those  who

have lost their lives whilst
serving with the Regiment;
   Assist activities that will

improve the quali ty o f
Regimental service.

The Foundation is officially
recognised as a patriotic and
charitable institution being an
Income Tax Exempt Charity and
ATO endorsed as a Deductible

Gift Recipient – i.e. contributions
and donations are tax deductible.
The Foundation obtains financial
support from its Life Governors,
Enrol led Supporte rs  and
additional donations from various
sources. Bequests can also be
made.

The  Governor-General  is  the
Patron  and  the  Colone l
Commandant RAR is the
President of the Foundation.

For more information:

 The Royal Australian Regiment
Foundation
GPO Box 3112
CANBERRA, ACT 2601

Phone/Fax: 02 6265 9842

Email: hq@rarfoundation.org.au
Web:  www.rarfoundation.org.au

Bernie’s son promoted
Recent  news  from  Canberra  is
that Stuart Smith, the son of
Bernie and Jan Smith has been
promoted to Brigadier at the
conclusion of a year long course
at the Australian Defence College.
5RAR veterans will remember
Bernie who was killed in action
during the 2nd tour of the
battalion to Vietnam.

The Association congratulates
Stuart on his promotion and
outstanding  career  so  far.  He  is
posted as the Chief of Staff,
Training Command at Victoria
Barracks, Sydney. In his infantry
career,  Stuart  has  served  with
2/4RAR, 5/7RAR and as CO
1RAR.  Prior  to  attending  the
Defence  College  he  was  Chief  of
Staff  of  the  Deployable  Joint
Force Headquarters (1 Div) and
deployed to Aceh in early 2004 in
the  relief  force  following  the

Tsunami. This deployment
prevented Stuart from attending
our 40th anniversary reunion.

His father is remembered as an
outstanding soldier who served
with 1RAR in Malaya and then
with 5RAR on both tours of
Vietnam. On the 1st tour Bernie
was init ia l ly a section
commander  with  9  Platoon  C
Company and was then selected
to be a section commander with
the  Recce  Platoon  when  it  was
raised. On the 2nd tour he was
a  platoon  sergeant  with  D
Company. This photo, taken in
the Long Hai Mountains (Op
Renmark) in February 1967,
whilst he was with the Recce
Platoon  depicts  what  a
quintessential infantryman he
was. Bernie will be looking
down proudly on his son’s
achievements.

(Photo provided by Daryl Henry, a
Canadian War Correspondent
and Combat Photographer who
accompanied the Recce Pl into
the Long Hai’s in Feb 67) 

Bernie Smith
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Other articles in this issue have
highlighted the unlinking of
5/7RAR to form 5RAR and 7RAR.
As  this  busy  process  unfolds,  it
brings to a close the command of
5/7RAR by LTCOL Peter Short.
During his two years in
command, LTCOL Short has
given priority to enhancing the
links between the battalion and
the 5RAR, 7RAR and 5/7RAR
Associations. This has been
achieved during a particularly
hectic period of operational
activity.  A  highlight  for  some  of
our members was the invitation
to attend the commemoration of
the  Battle  of  Binh  Ba  when  we
had  the  opportunity  for  a  first
hand look at the modern day
Tigers. This was reported upon in
detail in an earlier issue.

We thank Peter Short and RSM
‘Blue’ Ryan for their unstinting
support and wish them well in
their next postings. LTCOL Short
has been posted to the Australian
Command & Staff College in
Canberra and WO1 Ryan has
been posted as RSM of the School
of  Infantry  at  Singleton.  Both
excellent postings for them to
pass  on  their  knowledge  and
experience.

Whilst they will be proud to
assume the leadership of the re-
formed 5RAR, this will not be
without its challenges. The
Association congratulates the CO,
LTCOL  Jake  Ellwood  and  RSM
G r e g  B u r n s  o n  t h e i r
appointments. We also welcome
them, with the battalion second
in command, as ex-officio
members of the 5RAR Association
Committee. We look forward to
working  closely  with  them  to
enhance the spirit of the Tiger.
Brief  biographies  of  the  CO  and
RSM follow:

LTCOL (Jake)  El lwood
graduated to the Royal
Australian Infantry Corps in
1990. He has since served in a
n u m be r  o f  Re g i me n t a l
appointments within 2/4 RAR
and 5/7 RAR. His instructional
pos t ings  have  inc luded
appointments as Training
Officer, Deakin University
Company and Field Training
and Tactics Instructor at RMC.
He  was  posted  to  Germany  in
1998 on a two-year exchange
with the Irish
G u a r d s ,
during which
time he served
as  2IC  of  an
a r m o u r e d
i n f a n t r y
company. In
1999 he saw
o p e r a t i o n a l
service with
the King’s
Royal Hussars
Battle Group
in the Former
Y u g o s l a v
Republic of
M a c e d o n i a
and  Kosovo  during  the  air
campaign and land deployment
respectively. He was awarded a
Commander British Forces
Commendation in recognition of
his service. LTCOL Ellwood
commanded B Coy, 5/7 RAR on
operations  in  East  Timor  in
2000 .  A f te r  comple t ing
Australian Command and Staff
College, LTCOL Ellwood served
as  the  Brigade  Major  of  the  1st

Brigade for which he received a
D i v i s iona l  Commande r’s
Commendation. LTCOL Ellwood
is  currently  serving  as  the  Dir
Reserves-Army in Army HQ.

WO1 (Greg) Burns enlisted into
the  ARA  on  the  31st  of  July
1984 and at the completion of
Recruit Training was allocated
to the Royal Australian Infantry

Corps. Upon completion of Initial
Employment Training he was
posted  to  the  1  RAR  where  he
served for 10 years in positions
ranging from Rifleman, Signals
Detachment Commander, Patrol
Commander through to Rifle and
R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  P l a t o o n
Sergeant. In 1995 WO1 Burns
was posted to the RMC, where he
instructed in Field Training Wing
and the Small Arms Training
Section. In 1997 WO1 Burns was
promoted to Warrant Officer

Class  Two  and  posted  as  CSM
Alpha Company, 4/3 RNSWR. In
1999 WO1 Burns was once again
posted  to  the  1  RAR  where  he
took up the position of CSM
Bravo Company. In 2001 WO1
Burns was posted to ADFA where
he  served  as  the  Warrant  Officer
Drill and Ceremonial. WO1 Burns
was  promoted  to  Warrant  Officer
Class  One  in  2004  and  was
posted to 2/17 RNSWR where he
currently  serves  as  the  RSM.
WO1 Burns has served overseas
on operations with the 1 RAR on
two occasions. The first was with
UNITAF in Somalia in 1992/93
where he was the Platoon
Sergeant of 2 Platoon and
secondly  in  East  Timor  in
2000/01 as a part of UNTAET
where  he  was  CSM  Bravo
Company 

Farewell and thanks to CO & RSM 5/7RAR
Welcome to CO & RSM 5RAR
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Lt Col Jake Ellwood   Roger Wainwright   WO1 Greg Burns
CO 5RAR          President 5RAR Assoc    RSM 5RAR
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5/7 RAR Year In Review
                       2006 story by:   5th/7th Battalion

The year 2006 cannot be
described as an ordinary year for
the  5th/7th Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment. The men of
the  Tiger  Battalion  have  seen
service on operations throughout
the Middle East whilst preparing
for several deployments within
our nations immediate region.

January 2006 saw Battle Group
Tiger conducting operations in
the  Al  Muthanna  province  in
Southern Iraq. Battle Group Tiger
deployed with 472 soldiers. It had
a Battle Group Headquarters
based  on  the  5/7  RAR
Headquarters, an Infantry
Combat Team based on Charlie
Company,  A  Squadron  from  2nd

Cavalry Regiment, Logistics
Company  consisted of soldiers
from both the Battalion and 1st

Brigade and the Australian Army
Training Team – Iraq was formed
from across the Army.

Battle Group Tiger operated out
o f  Camp  Smitty  located
approximately 5 kilometres from
the southern edge of the
provinc ial  capi tal  o f  As
Sammawah and provided security
for the Japanese Reconstruction
Group, the Training Team and for
Camp Smitty. The Battle Group
was  fortunate  to  work  with  the
2nd Battalion, The Parachute
Regiment and The Queen’s
Dragoon Guards (The Welsh
Cavalry) and returned to
Australia in June 2006.

Whilst  the  Battle  Group  was
deployed, Battalion Rear were not
resting  on  their  laurels  in  the
least. January saw Delta
Company re turn to  the
Battalion’s  Order  of  Battle.  For
the first portion of the year Delta
Company worked closely with the
1st Armoured  Regiment  to  form
the Brigade’s Deployable Battle
Group.

This  period  of  time  also  saw
Battalion  Rear  conduct  a  wide
range of specialist courses.

These courses ranged from
Support  Coy specia l ist ,
promotion to Driver / Crew
Commander.

East Timor’s sudden descent
back  into  chaos  in  May  this
year, once again impacted
significantly on the Battalion.
An  interesting  point  of  note  is
that half of the Battalion were
still deployed on operations in
Southern  Iraq,  yet  it  was
requested to provide two
Mechanised Companys at short
notice  to  deploy.  Whilst,  these
Companys did not need to
deploy,  they  were  ready  and
remained  so  for  a  significant
period of time.

After taking a well deserved
break, the Battalion started on
the road at ever increasing
tempo.  July  saw  the  first
Infantry Initial Employment
Training (IET) to be conducted
within the Battalion, instead of
the usual location at the School
of Infantry in Singleton. This
course Marched Out on 13
October and went on to form the
nucleus of Charlie Company.
The Tiger Battalion also hosted
another Tiger Battalion, the 19th

Battalion, The Royal Malaysian
Regiment  (19RMR) .  The
Malaysians were hosted by the
men of the Battalion, who
assisted their Mechanised skills
w i t h  t h e i r  M a l a y s i a n
counterparts, who were seeking
to  further  develop  this
capability.

In early November, the battalion
ready Mech Company Group
(based  on  C  Coy)  stood  up  at
short notice for a possible
deployment to support the
evacuation of Australian
Nationals within our region.
Although  the  Company  Group
was not  required ,  the
Battalion’s readiness skills were
tested with positive results.

In  November  the  Battalion  is
again supporting overseas
operations. Delta Company,
which includes a 4th Platoon, has
deployed to Southern Iraq with
the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, as part
of  the  Overwatch  Battle  Group
(West) –Two, OBG(W)2. The men
of Bravo Company have also
deployed to a more mountainous
part of the world. Bravo Company
will operate in the Uruzgan
Province in central Afghanistan in
support of the Reconstruction
Task Force, led by the 1st Combat
Engineer Regiment.

Whilst these Companies were
preparing to deploy the Battalion
also conducted a range of
courses.  I t  conducted a
Reconnaissance, Sniper, Javelin,
Signals and an M113A1 Driver’s
courses.

On 24 August 2006, the Prime
Minister announced that the
Australian  Army  would  be
increased  by  two  infantry
battalions. This will see the
8th/9th Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment return to the
Army Order of Battle. In addition,
yet closer to home 5/7 RAR, after
33  years  of  service  to  the
Australian people will unlink and
form  the  5th and  7th Battalions,
The Royal Australian Regiment.
Dec 3 2006 will see    5/7 RAR
unlink with a Mechanised parade
to  be  held  on  the  1st Brigade’s
Parade Ground.  7 RAR will raise
as the Army’s second Mechanised
Battalion from the ground up. It
is anticipated that 7 RAR will
remain in Darwin in temporary
facilities  for  approximately  two
years before they relocate
permanently  in  Adelaide.   5  RAR
will remain in Darwin at Binh Ba
Lines.   5  RAR  will  undergo  an
intense  period  of  training  in  the
early part of 2007 and is
scheduled to conduct a Relief in
Place  with  the  2nd Cavalry
Regiment prior to mid 2007 in
Southern Iraq.
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All in all 2006 has been an
exceptionally hectic year for the
men of the Tiger Battalion. The
end of 2006 will see a
fundamental structural change to
the Australian Army with the
return to the Australian Army

Order of Battle of the 5th and
the 7th Battalions. It will also
see an end of an era for the
5th/7th Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment who has
served proudly with distinction
for the past 33 years.  5/7 RAR,

its history and proud
achievements will live on through
both 5 and 7 RAR 
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IN MEMORIUM
John (Jack) Hogan

Jack, passed away 20th September 2006 at the Peninsula Hospital, Brisbane.

Jack served both tours with the battalion in Vietnam and will be sadly missed by his fellow soldiers and
his loving wife Joan and family.

The  funeral  of  Jack Hogan was  on Monday 25 September  at  Burpengary  just  north  of  Brisbane.  John
served with Pioneers first tour and BHQ 2nd, Prior to his Army service he was in the Navy.

Blue Schafer

IN MEMORIUM
Robert Edmonds

I am writing to let all those who knew my Dad, Robert Edmonds (ex Charlie Company Medic 1st tour),
that he passed away Monday 10 July. he had been in nursing care for some time in Victoria.

Twelve months since he lost his partner Lily, 40 years since he lost “Titch”.

For all the fellas who made me so welcome last weekend at Titch Tomas's memorial, thank you. All I can
say is I am sure Rob planned this, I can see beers being pulled up there now, although Rob would be on
the red.

Dad’s funeral was held Thursday 13 July, Altona Memorial Park Crematorium, North Altona.

“I am proud to be his daughter, and the child of a Tiger veteran”
Maree Stevenson:

IN MEMORIUM
Terence Michael Leo

Thought I would pass on that Terrence (Terry) Michael Leo Support Company 2nd Tour 5RAR, passed
away at Caloundra Qld at 6:50am 7/10/06.

Terry often spoke of his time in 5RAR in Vietnam and back home before joining the RAAC. Terry was from
Queenstown Tasmania and received his share of jokes.

He will be remembered by all Black Hats who knew him fondly. His wish was to be buried back home and
if any one wants any information I can be contacted by this site.

‘Bung' Porter
RAAC.
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TASSIE’S  Pre Christmas Celebrations story by: John Smee

Some Tassie Ex Jungle Fighters
got together last Sat 25th Nov at
the Argosy Bistro, Devonport, for
Chrissie Celebrations.

Attending  were  Tas  &  Susie
Evans,  John  &  Carol  Fitzgerald,
Gerry  Coret  & Ann Youl,  John &
Wendy Smee, Kevin & Lynette
Mulligan.

A pleasant afternoon was enjoyed
by  all,  with  fine  food  and
picturesque surroundings.

Thanks goes to our new "O.I.C
Functions" Kevin Mulligan.

Kevin,  in  his  role  for  the  first
time, managed to keep us all on
our toes with three changes of
venue  in  a  space  of  about  15
hours finally settling for the first
choice.

Being  a  good  OIC  he  delegated
the  duty  of  passing  on
information by phone to yours
truly.   Well done Kevin!!

The group decided to give the OIC
additional training.

Kevin will investigate the
possibility of arranging a few days
away on Tasmania’s beautiful
East coast, this should take place
early March.

Sorry we don't have any photos of
the occasion, we won’t forget
cameras next time 

Regards
John Smee

A TRIBUTE TO:

Charles “ Chuck” Stamp 27 Jun 42 – 26 Sep 06
 by: Claude Ducker

Many of you would have already
heard the sad news that “Chuck”
Stamp died from Creutzfeldt-
Jakob Disease on 26 September
06 after being hospitalized in
July.

Chuck had been commissioned in
the Canadian Guards in 1963
and saw service  in  Germany and
Cyprus. In 1967 he moved to
Australia where he joined our
Army.  Initially  he  served  as  a
Sergeant at the Infantry Centre
before  being  commissioned  again
in April 1968. He was then posted
to 5 RAR.

At 5 RAR he became OC 8 Pl in C
Coy. Having later got to know
some  of  the  characters  in  that
platoon when I joined the
company in Vietnam I realize this
would have been a challenging
period for Chuck. I understand
from Bill Titley, the then 2IC of C
Coy, Chuck applied himself with
enthusiasm and resilience.

By  the  time  I  joined  C  Coy  in
Vietnam  Chuck  was  in  Admin
Coy. However he temporarily
returned  to  C  Coy  as  Admin
Officer when Bill Titley went to
Adjutant in August 1969 and
continued in this role until David
Wilkins took over as C Coy 2IC in
late October 1969.

I  recall  that  Chuck  was  a  loyal
officer who quickly and cheerily
bounced back from any
setbacks that he might have
encountered. I also recall that
he liked to accompany C Coy on
operations rather than stay
back at Nui Dat and was with
u s  w h e n  w e  w e r e
comprehensively sprayed with
“Agent Orange” in August in the
Hat Dich. Typically Chuck took
this with good humour.

He  went  on  to  serve  twenty
years in our Army in a variety of
unit and staff postings
including ground liaison with
the  RAAF  (where  they
presumably coped well with his
Canadian accent). After leaving
the  Army  he  became  the
manager  of  the  Guild  of
Furniture Manufacturers in

Queensland.
Chuck is survived by his wife
Leigh whom he married ten days
after returning from Vietnam, his
daughter Rachael and son Sean.
It was great that during Chuck’s
last  year  both  his  children  were
married and that he experienced
his first grandchild.

At Chuck’s funeral Kel Ryan, the
Queensland representative of the
5  RAR  Association  gave  the
Eulogy,  and  a  5  RAR  sash  was
placed  on  the  coffin.  The
mourners included several former
members of 5 RAR. Some of these
had also visited Chuck in
hospital, some travelling long
distances, for example Geoff
Pearson coming from Sydney.

Leigh Stamp has written to me to
say  that  the  support  and
friendship from the 5 RAR family
during Chuck’s illness and death
has been “incredible” and
“overwhelming”.  She  does  not
have the address of everyone who
contacted her so has asked me to
use this opportunity to convey
her thanks to all concerned 
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MEN AT WAR AND PEACE FUNDRAISING CALENDAR

You have probably seen some of
the national media we have
attracted to launch the
production of our calendar
recently, we have had response
from all around the nation of
support and encouragement .

The calendar if you have not seen
or  heard  about  it  is  a  series  of
tasteful semi nude poses of

Vietnam veterans engaging in  a
pastime they enjoy now plus an
insert  photo  of  them  whilst  on
duty in Vietnam .

The calendars cost $19.95 plus
$4 postage if applicable and are
available from:

Greg & Anne Carter
PO Box 1775
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  3875
(Greg is Ex 6 RAR)

Total profits to be divided between
VVA, VVF and Vietnam Veterans
Museum  

  Sample Photos

  Sample Photos

12 Platoon Reunion story by: Allan Tuckfield

“The weekend prior to ANZAC
Day 2006 saw the bi-annual 12
Platoon reunion in ADELAIDE, is
there any better place to live !!!

The cast of some 25 diggers plus
many wives also included
elements of 10 & 11 platoon.

Day 1 : The proceedings started
with a Meet & Greet including a
‘Lets tell a few whoppers’session
at a local Surf Club.

Day 2 : Next day all aboard a
couple of buses for a tour of the
wineries off the Barossa valley
Lunch & then off to a couple of
more tastings.

Day 3 : Sunday saw golf for the
keen ones & shopping for the
ladies then later a BBQ with a
few more ‘Tall Tales’.

This was followed by the ANZAC
day march thru the streets of
Adelaide.

We may have less hair and more
veranda hangin’ over the wanger’
these days (only to stop sun
cancers), but we can still look
good when required (and sober).

Next reunion is in Canberra 2008
and it is planned for it to be
expanded to a D Company show.

Details will follow in due course
(eventually)

Cheers 

12
Clic

k t
o buy N

OW!
PDF-XChange

w
ww.docu-track.com Clic

k t
o buy N

OW!
PDF-XChange

w
ww.docu-track.com

http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/


A SOLDIER Story by: Stuart Innes    11 Pl  D Coy  1969

I  am a Vietnam Veteran please forgive me.
 returned from a war zone, please forgive me.
 have seen soldiers killed wounded and maimed - My dreams stay with me.
 smell the blood, the smoke and feel the shudder of the ground - I am still alive.

I hear the sound of the choppers - It makes my heart pound.
I see the looks of the soldiers after battle - It brings me to tears.
I am a soldier I must be strong and be there for my mates - I am forever reliable.
I have returned and was rejected but I still have my veteran mates.
I have no friends but I do have my family.
I abuse my body with alcohol and long hours of work but I do have a house to go to.
I dream of war and a distant land but I do have pills to swallow.
I have very little sleep but I do have television to listen to and watch.
I was a soldier and now my body is racked with pain - There is relief but for how long must I wait.
I was not always a soldier - My dreams will take me back there one day 

Donation to the National Memorial Walk
EYE OF THE TIGER — DVD

In the last issue, Tiger Tales
advertised a new documentary
based on the exploits of the 5RAR
Recce Platoon during the 1st tour
of Vietnam. The film is titled
“Eyes  of  the  Tiger  –  Diary  of  a
Dirty War”. The platoon was
raised from volunteers from
within  5RAR,  trained by  the  SAS
and became the eyes and ears of
the Tiger battalion in 1966-67.

Since its initial screening on the
Nine  Network  in  August  and
subsequent sales of its DVD, the
film has received many excellent
reviews. Due to its success, the
producers have offered to make a
donation from its sale proceeds to
the  5RAR  Association.  In
cooperation with the producers,
the association committee
decided to donate the proceeds to
the RAR National Memorial Walk
at Enoggera to support that fine
memorial to the fallen members
of our Regiment.

Further sales will boost the
donation  to  the  NMW.  The  cost
of the DVD is $25 plus p/h.
Members who wish to purchase
a copy should contact:

Monica O’Brien
Let’s Play Productions
193 Headland Road
North Curl Curl, NSW 2099
Ph/Fax: 02 9939 0309
Em: letsplayprod@optusnet.
com.au
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Skipper Rowe &  Allegro “What d’ya want for lunch Isaacs?”

THE INTRO: "David Rowe (OC Anti  Tank Pl & 2 Pl)  & Peter Isaacs (Adjt),  both 1st tour,  work for the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). David is now a part time Consultant for the Bosnia & Herzegovina
Mine action centre and Peter is spending European Union money in a (vain ?) attempt to limit the flow of heroin
across Afghanistan’s northern border with Tajikistan."

THE STORY: David Rowe and I worked together in the Bosnia & Herzegovina Mine Action Centre in ’98 /
99. David still works there as a part time consultant. I thought it about time I looked him up as he and his
wife Daria have a delightful home in the medieval little town of Trogir on Croatia’s Dalmatian coast of  the
Adriatic... David also has a Mistress named “Allegro”; a rather shapely 32 ft sloop, and it was she with whom
I was also hoping to renew an acquaintance.!

 I arrived for a weeks stay in mid September. Daria is the Education Advisor to the Bosnia & Herzegovina
High Representative and unfortunately had to work. My girlfriend had changed to the “ex” category two
weeks before, so between eating some excellent dinners and quaffing a modest (?)  amount of rather good red
wine ashore, Skipper Rowe and I  spent a few days without female distractions, putting the world to rights
and generally reminiscing, whilst sailing in very light breezes around a number of local islands, .

The Dalmatian coast is truly idyllic, steeped in history with tiny villages dotted among the islands. All visible
scars from the Balkans wars of the early 1990s have been healed. I recommend you get there before Skipper
Rowe gets too old and hands on his Mistress to some younger sea dog! 

Helmsman Isaacs
“Nothing too energetic today please Skipper!”

The streets of old Trogir
Chamber pots no longer emptied from

upper windows!

Adriatic Idyll – September 2006 story by: Peter Isaacs
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5 RAR ASSOCIATION
BANK RECONCILIATION

30 JUNE 2006

 Opening Balance $17,617.47

INCOME
Membership Dues                            $1,880.00
Merchandise Sales                           $1,340.00
Donations                                        $  105.00
Interest                                           $  860.13
DVA Grant                                      $3,216.10                                 $7,401.23 $25,018.70

EXPENDITURE
Bank Fees $     11.20
Donations                                       $    250.00
Floral Tributes Etc                           $    268.25
Video to CD                                     $    695.00
Postage                                           $ 1,059.95
Website                                           $    248.57
Refunds Merchandise                      $      56.00
Printing & Stationery                       $    795.15
Casual Labour                                 $    322.58
Sundries                                         $      61.15 $3,767.85 $21,250.85

Plus Unpresented Cheques

No. 000011 Refund to member (5 Apr 2006)  $  44.00
No. 000017 Binh Ba Commen (Qld)                  $ 211.15                         $255.15 $21,506.00

BANK BALANCE as at COB 30 June 2006  as per Statement                                                                   $21,506.00

Members Equity as at 30 June 2006:
Cash in Bank                                                                                           $21,506.00
Term Deposit                                                                                               $30,000.00
Stock on Hand at Cost Price                                                                      $  8,900.18
Total                                                                                                           $60,406.18

Treasurer’s Report 1 July 2005 – 30 June 2006

Membership Dues have been
disappointing and as such, with
Merchandise Sales they represent
the Association’s  major sources
of income. At 30 June 2006 of
1128 active members 299
remained  unfinancial. As
subscriptions are only   due every
three years this represents a
shortfall of $8,970.00 in the
current membership term.

For  the  six  months  to  31
December 2005, income from
Merchandise  Sales  appears  to  be
below expectations however these
figures reflect purchases during
the  period  resulting   in  the
Association  having   stock  on

hand  at the end of the financial
year  at  a  cost  value  of
$8900.18.
In December 2005 the National
Committee resolved to solidify
our financial position by
investing  a  substantial   portion
of  our  accumulated  assets  in  a
Term Deposit. This will yield an
income of approximately
$1,700.00 this year. We have
already  received  the  first  six
monthly payment of $860.13.

With  the  advice  of  our  CBA
Bank Manager, the Committee
authorized a change in the type
of  cheque account used by the
Association. This change

produced lower bank fees and a
small  amount  of  interest  for  our
working  funds.  As  will  be  seen
from  the  accounts  there  was  a
short over-lap between one
account being closed and the
other opened.

We  are  at  present   in  a  very
sound financial position to
continue our current range of
activities e.g., Tiger Tales,
Reunions, Special Events such as
the AWM Plaque but to maintain
this situation we need the
support of all members 

R D (Ron) Hamlyn
Treasurer
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