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The current three year membership period ends on 28th February 2011, if you are only finan-
cial to that date. The new Membership Fee of $50.00 must be paid by 1st March 2011 which 
will renew your membership until February 2014. If these dues are not paid you will lapse 
into an unfinancial status and will no longer receive your copy of Tiger Tales. 
A renewal form is on the reverse of the address sheet of this issue. 
If you have any queries, as to the date that your membership is paid to, please contact the 
Treasurer/Membership Officer, Ron Hamlyn, his contact details are on page 18 of this issue. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS DUE 1st MARCH 2011 

MTF2 HITS THE GROUND RUNNING IN 
URUZGAN PROVINCE 

RSM of the MTF-2, WO1 Craig Howe greets Australian soldiers as 
they return from a patrol in the Chorah Valley region of southern 
Afghanistan.  

Mentoring Task Force - Two (MTF-2) has hit the ground 
running in Uruzgan, conducting mentored patrols with its 
Afghan National Army partners to disrupt insurgents’ activi-
ties, locate and destroy weapons and Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) caches, and provide a more secure region. 

Building on the good work of MTF-1, MTF-2 and its Afghan 
partners have maintained the pressure on insurgents and 
been involved in several small arms contacts in recent 
weeks. 
In one contact on 4 November, a patrol near a forward op-
erating base in the Baluchi Valley was engaged by insur-
gents with small arms. The soldiers quickly defeated the 
insurgents with a combination of small arms and Australian 
81 mm mortars. No Afghan soldiers, Australian soldiers or 
civilians were killed or wounded in that engagement. 
The Afghan and Australian troops have also disrupted the 
insurgents’ ability to plan and conduct attacks by locating 
11 IEDs and five weapons caches over the past fortnight 
alone.  

Commanding Officer of MTF-2, Lieutenant Colonel 
(LTCOL) Darren Huxley, has visited MTF-2 soldiers at for-
ward operating and patrol bases across Uruzgan Province 
to gain an appreciation of the conditions under which they 
live, fight and train with the Afghan National Army. 
“It’s extremely important for commanders to speak with 
their soldiers and team leaders on a regular basis. I gain a 
faster appreciation for the issues of significance to them,” 
LTCOL Huxley said. 
“It’s also a great opportunity for me to update the soldiers 
on our operational plan and to congratulate them for the 
great work they’re doing since arriving here. 
“MTF-2 soldiers have a tough job ahead but I’m in no doubt 
our soldiers are up to the task.” 
Note: MTF-2 is the Australian mentoring contingent (based 
on 5RAR) that operates as part of the ISAF flagged, US-
led Combined Team-Uruzgan.  

Courtesy Defence News 

CO of MTF-2, LTCOL Darren Huxley visits an Afghan, Australian 
and United States patrol base in the Chorah Valley,  southern Af-
ghanistan. 



2 
the field phase of this course CPL Smith's dedication to 
duty and impeccable standards set an example for both 
students and staff and his ability to provide realistic and 
enthusiastic instruction added enormous value to the 
course. 
Upon completion of this course CPL Smith then single 
handily instructed over 60 students on five individual 
week-long courses on the newly introduced to service 
M32 Lightweight Handheld Mortar Ballistic Computer. His 
proficient instruction during the courses led to their suc-
cess and his ability to qualify this many students greatly 
increased the operational capability of the 5th Battalion. 
In addition to these undertakings, CPL Smith consistently 
used his experience in the field of mortars to assist in the 
mentoring and guidance of his platoon headquarters. His 
guidance greatly enhanced the platoon's effectiveness.  
In early 2010 CPL Smith adopted the role of the acting 
Platoon Sergeant. CPL Smith was able to take on this 
added responsibility with ease and quickly adapted to this 
role. CPL Smith's performance whilst fulfilling the role of 
the acting Platoon Sergeant was exemplary and well 
above the standard expected from someone of his rank 
and experience. Whilst assisting the Platoon Commander 
and Mortar Line Officer in preparing members of Mortar 
Platoon for operations with Mentoring Task Force – 2, 
CPL Smith also again deployed to Mortar Wing to instruct 
on a Basic Mortar Course in April 2010. On return from 
instructing CPL Smith significantly contributed to the plan-
ning and execution of a 22mm NICO shoot at Kangaroo 
Flats Training Area, and has consistently been observed 
to be motivated and enthusiastic whilst assisting with 
training the platoon for operations.  
CPL Smith's performance as a Mortar Section Com-
mander and instructor throughout the second half of 2009 
and during 2010 has been of the highest standards, and 
in keeping with the finest traditions of the 5th Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment.  He is a worthy winner of the 
Warr-Khan trophy for 2010. 

WARR-KHAN TROPHY WINNER 2010 

8488029 CPL Tavis Gerald Smith enlisted in the Austra-
lian Army on the 27th of January 2004. After completing 
recruit training he was allocated to the Royal Australian 
Infantry. After completion of Initial Employment Training 
at the School of Infantry he was posted to the 5/7th Bat-
talion, the Royal Australian Regiment on the 24th of July 
2004. After initially completing time within a Rifle Com-
pany, CPL Smith was quickly identified as a strong sol-
dier and was subsequently selected to serve with Mortar 
Platoon. In November 2006, CPL Smith deployed to Iraq 
with Overwatch Battle Group (West) - 2 as a Section Sec-
ond-In-Command. After returning from Iraq in June 2007, 
CPL Smith completed the Officer/Non-Commissioned 
Officer Mortar Course. In September 2008 he was de-
ployed to Timor-Leste as a part of Timor-Leste Battle 
Group – 5, and was made a substantive CPL on the 1st 
of January 2009. Since returning from Timor-Leste in 
June 2009, CPL Smith has been employed as a Mortar 
Section Commander. 

Upon returning from Timor-Leste in June 2009, CPL 
Smith immediately began the task of assisting his chain 
of command to return Mortar Platoon to an operationally 
ready capability. CPL Smith's ability to understand the 
higher level requirements of battalion training needs led 
him to volunteer to attend the School of Artillery to in-
struct on a Basic Mortar Course. CPL Smith's perform-
ance whilst in this position was nothing short of exem-
plary. He displayed the highest standards of instructional 
ability and worked tirelessly to ensure that all students 
were able to meet the training requirements. On multiple 
occasions CPL Smith sacrificed his own limited free time 
to provide additional counselling and re-training to sol-
diers on the course without prompting from his chain of 
command. His exceptional performance as an instructor 
on this course resulted in Mortar Wing requesting his ser-
vices as an instructor for subsequent courses. 
Upon completion of this course, CPL Smith returned to 
the Battalion and immediately began instructing on the 
5th Battalion run Basic Mortar Course. Again CPL Smith's 
performance as an instructor on this course was exem-
plary. He demanded the highest standards from his sub-
ordinates, and delivered enthusiastic instruction. During 

The Association President, Roger Wainwright, presents the Warr-
Khan Trophy to CPL Tavis Smith. 

WHAT IS A GROUP OF TIGERS CALLED? 

AN AMBUSH! 
It seems a very apt description, especially in relation to 
the men of the Tiger Battalion, 
Source: http://wiki.answers.com 
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Fellow Tigers, 
Where has the year gone? It only seems a few months 
ago that about 800 of the tiger clan were gathered at the 
Gold Coast to commemorate the 45th anniversary of the 
raising of the battalion. 
Members will be aware that 5RAR deployed to Afghani-
stan in October with supporting elements as the 2nd Men-
toring Task Force (MTF2). I am able to maintain direct 
contact with the CO, LTCOL Darren Huxley and he has 
advised that despite suffering an early casualty the tour is 
off to a great start. The tigers have already captured large 
amount of insurgent stores and have removed several 
baddies from the battlefield. As Christmas approaches, 
spare a thought for the men and women of MTF2 who will 
be facing an extended period of sub-zero temperatures. 
The conditions are exceptionally harsh and more extreme 
than we older veterans faced in Vietnam. It will be very 
chilly crossing streams which happens on a daily basis. 
The CO has advised that the battalion is quite dispersed 
across Uruzgan Province in what amounts to company 
TAOR’s and that it is very much a company and platoon 
commander war, something we older generation can ap-
preciate. Over my several trips to Darwin I have always 
been impressed with the junior leadership within the bat-
talion and there is no doubt that they will give an excellent 
account of themselves.  The first casualty was an NCO 
who received a gunshot wound to his right leg. He is un-
dergoing rehabilitation in Brisbane with family close by 
and is expected to make a complete recovery. He has 
been visited by some of our local Association members. 
This is one thing we must do to provide support to 5RAR 
but hopefully such occasions will be rare. 
Sadly, CPL Quintus Septimus Sabre, the battalion mascot 
passed away shortly before the battalion deployed. There 
is an article on Page 17 of this issue. I am not yet aware 
of any plans to recruit a new mascot, but it would be ideal 
if a new Quintus could be on hand to welcome home the 
battalion from Afghanistan in the middle of next year. 
Many will remember that in May 1967, the original Quin-
tus as a cub, welcomed home 5RAR as HMAS Sydney 
docked at Garden Island. 
At the Association General Meeting earlier this year, a 
small increase in our three yearly membership fees was 
announced (see details on front page). The fees are $50 
for the period March 2011 to March 2014. I ask you all to 
make payment to our treasurer as soon as possible but 
no later than the battalion birthday on 1 March 2011. The 
small increase just covers the cost of producing Tiger 
Tales and other minor administrative expenses in manag-
ing our Association. 
I thank all members of our national committee including 
our State Representatives for their sterling efforts over the 
past 12 months.  Many willing voluntary hours are put in 
to ensure that our Association remains as a respected 
and vibrant body.  Finally, Tina and I wish all members 
and their families a safe and joyful festive season.  We 
look forward to catching up with many of you in 2011. 

Roger Wainwright 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

FORMATION OF THE RAR 
CORPORATION 

In mid November I attended the 2010 National Council 
Meeting (NCM) of the RAR Association at Randwick Bar-
racks. The NCM comprises the Presidents of the State 
RAR Branches and the President’s of the RAR Battalion 
Associations and is chaired by the Colonel Commandant. 
At the similar meeting in 2009 it was agreed that the RAR 
Association should seek to become a company limited by 
guarantee under the Corporations Act. A nominated work-
ing party drafted a constitution and By Laws which were 
subsequently agreed to by the NCM. 
At Randwick, the last RAR Association NCM was 
held.  Immediately following, the inaugural Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the RAR Corporation was conducted. Un-
der the new constitution, an election of four directors was 
required. A ballot was held and Ted Chitham, Hori How-
ard, Mike von Berg and Roger Wainwright were elected 
as the inaugural Directors. This board subsequently held 
its own meeting and Mike von Berg was elected as Chair-
man and Ted Chitham as Secretary. Hori Howard as 
serving Colonel Commandant can only accept a position 
as Director whilst he holds that appointment. 
This move has been made to better position the national 
RAR body to manage its affairs into the future. The scope 
of activities will increase beyond core social camaraderie 
and welfare into national representation in advocacy mat-
ters for the benefit of our members. This extension will 
not be at the expense of corps activities.  It will also en-
able us to have closer links to the Regiment’s serving 
soldiers. 
The key reason for the change to a Corporation is that it 
provides for coverage across all States/Territories. If an 
Incorporated body had been chosen, separate registra-
tion would have been required in all State/Territory juris-
dictions. 
It should be noted that the RAR Corporation does not 
have individuals as members. Its membership is the State 
RAR Association Branches and the Battalion Associa-
tions. Whilst the RAR Corporation is the overarching body 
in representing the whole of the RAR at the national level, 
it cannot interfere with the current running of its member 
bodies. 
Further information will be available on the RAR Corpora-
tion website, however please contact me if further expla-
nation is required. 

Roger Wainwright, President 
 

RAR BATTLE HONOURS 

• Sariwon 
• Pakchon 
• Uijongbu 
• Kowang-san 
• Bien Hoa 
• Balmoral 

• Yongyu 
• Uijongbu 
• Machwa-san 
• The Samichon 
• Coral-Balmoral 
• Hat Dich 

• Chongiu 
• Chuam-ni 
• Kapyong 
• Long Tan 
• Coral 
• Binh Ba 
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AROUND THE STATES 

Vietnam Veteran Day Kings Park Perth 16th Aug 
The service was held at the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial Pavilion in Kings Park at 1100 hours.  There was a lot 
of maintenance being done around the area so the march 
was just a short one. 
We had sixteen members from 5RAR participating. The 
service was meaningful and the speaker was Wing Com-
mander  Wayne Parsons.  He was very 
good and described the lead up to the start of the Viet-
nam War and included the battle of Long Tan. 
Afterwards we went to the local café for coffee as our nor-
mal watering hole does not open on Sundays. 

Vietnam Veterans Day Mandurah 18th Aug 
This event grows larger each year. The memorial itself is 
on the banks of the estuary and with the sun rising be-
hind, it provides a spectacular vision. The service was 
held on the anniversary of Long Tan, and once 
again 5RAR was one of the largest contingents. We had 
more than 35 members marching. After the service we 
adjourned to the local RSL for fellowship and yes, a few 
beers. 
When the RSL closed we headed out for dinner with 
some 5RAR local members to a Chinese restaurant. 
We had a free meal due to the generosity of Paddy Meck-
enstock. The reason for him being so generous was be-
cause we stayed at the same hotel as Paddy, we all paid 
$105 a night whereas Paddy got his two nights for $105. 

We all agreed we will definitely be attending this service 
in Mandurah next year. 

Alan McNulty 

and guests were down by almost 50 percent, largely due 
no doubt to the weather. 
The day started at 0900 hrs with a ‘Gunfire Breakfast’ 
consisting of bacon and egg sandwiches and unlimited 
coffee in the immediate precinct of the Shrine, which con-
tinued through 
until about 1130 
hrs when we 
formed up to 
step off at mid-
day.  Dignitaries 
included the 
Premier, John 
Brumby and the 
Leader of the 
Opposition, Ted 
Baillieu; the 
Federal Minister 
for Home Af-
fairs, Brendan O’Connor – deputised for Alan Griffin, Min-
ister for Veteran’s Affairs who was officiating at an 
equivalent event in Canberra. 
The keynote address entitled “The Vietnam War and the 
Royal Australian Navy” was given by Captain Ralph T. 
Derbidge MBE, RAN (Retired).  Those present were 
treated to a comprehensive account of most aspects of 
the RANs participation in the Vietnam War.  At the con-
clusion of his lengthy dissertation the Keynote Speaker 
was greeted with considerable cheering and applause.  
Captain Derbidge saw active service in Vietnam waters 
on the HMAS Quiberon in 1963, HMAS Vampire in 1969 
and HMAS Brisbane in 1971.  He is currently the presi-
dent of the HMAS Brisbane Association. 
Music was provided by the Australian Army Band Mel-
bourne, and on a personal note it was good to see that 
Chaplain John Brownbill appeared to be in good health 
after a recent bout of illness.  At the conclusion of cere-
monies a small group of us adjourned across the road to 
the Observatory Cafe in the Botanic Gardens for some 
egregiously expensive yuppie tucker, momentarily forget-
ting that last year we swore ‘never again’. 

Doug Bishop 

VIC 

The 5RAR contingent marching at Mandurah 

TAS 

Vietnam Veterans Day 
Although we were subjected to a cold, unpleasant day 
(threatening to rain) with a wind that cut through to one’s 
core, the number of former 5RAR attendees remained 
much the same as in previous years (somewhere be-
tween 35 and 50), whilst the overall numbers of veterans 

VIC - Cont. 

The 5RAR Banner Party at the Melbourne 
Shrine. 

Vietnam Veterans Day 
A small group of us travelled to the East Coast hinterland 
township of St Marys to take part in the Memorial Service 
honouring those men who lost their lives during the bat-
tles of the Vietnam War. This year we took a minor part in 
the proceedings leaving the welcome and address to be 
conducted by members of the local community and St 
Marys District High School. The address by Josh 
McDimond and Zac Broadhurst was first rate; Shawn Har-
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TAS - Cont. 

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

ris also performed his duties very well.  
The selection of student speakers commenced with Ex-
pressions-Of-Interest being sought from the student body, 
this was followed up with interviews and then a rough 
draft rehearsal on what the topic would comprise. From 
this process the young students were selected to repre-
sent the School and district at the Long Tan Service. I 
found it interesting to hear an observation made that the 
young men fighting against a numerically larger enemy 
force were not much older than himself, when later asked 
"would you speak again at next year’s service“, he an-
swered, "I would be pleased to." 
Congratulations to 
Brian Shepherd, 
Principal of the 
High School and 
Break of Day Coun-
cillor Reon John for 
the behind the 
scenes activities in 
the selection  of 
these three Year 7 
students. 
Amongst the thirty 
members of the 
community attend-
ing we also wel-
comed a group of 
Vietnam Veterans 
who served with 1 RAR and a couple from 3 RAR. 
A group of us will be travelling to the Bush Retreat at 
Lake Sorrell on Monday the 15th of November  to cele-
brate an early Christmas Dinner, more on that next edi-
tion. We would like to wish all members of the Battal-
ion  the best to you and your families during the festive 
season, in particular all those serving overseas away 
from their families. 

 John Smee 

Dumb civilian, I said to myself, but openly I said, “The 
system is really quite simple.”  You see, all people in the 
Army are soldiers, all privates are soldiers, but not all sol-
diers are privates.  Some are officers who are commis-
sioned, but some are officers who are not commissioned.  
Obviously if every private was called private it would be 
confusing, so some privates are called things like trooper, 
driver, gunner, craftsmen, sapper or signaller.  Not all of 
the drivers actually drive because some of them cook, but 
we don’t call them cooks, for that matter, not all drivers 
are called drivers – some of them are privates or gunners.  
Gunners as I’m sure you know are the guys that fire guns, 
unless of course they are drivers or signallers in which 
case we call them gunners rather than drivers or signal-
lers just to make it clearer. All gunners belong to the artil-

IT IS REALLY QUITE SIMPLE 

lery, except that in the infantry we have gunners who are 
called privates because they fire a different sort of gun, 
for the same reason we call our drivers and signallers 
private as well. 
A Lance Corporal is called Corporal, unless he is a Lance 
Bombardier then we call him Bombardier to distinguish 
him from a full Bombardier, who is just like a Corporal.  All 
other ranks are called by their rank for the sake of sim-
plicity except that Staff Sergeants are called Staff, but 
they are not on the staff, some Warrant Officers, who are 
not officers, are called Sergeant Major although they are 
not Sergeants or Majors. Some Warrant Officers are 
called Mister which is the same thing that we call some 
officers but they are not Warrant Officers.  A Lieutenant is 
also called Mister because they are subalterns, but we 
always write their rank as Lieutenant or Second Lieuten-
ant, and second comes before first. 
When we talk about groups of soldiers there obviously 
has to be clear distinction.  We call them Officers and 
Soldiers although we know that officers are soldiers too, 
sometimes we talk about officers and other ranks which is 
the same as calling them soldiers.  I guess it is easiest 
when we talk about rank and file which is all the troops on 
parade except the officers and some of the NCOs – and a 
few of the privates – and the term is used whether every-
one is on parade or not.  A large unit is called a battalion, 
unless it is a regiment but sometimes a regiment is much 
bigger than a battalion and then it has nothing to do with 
the other sort of regiment.  Sub units are called compa-
nies unless they are squadrons or troops or batteries for 
that matter.  That is not radio batteries and don’t confuse 
this type of troop with the type who are soldiers but not 
officers. 
Mostly the Army is divided into Corps as well as units, not 
the sort of Corps which is a couple of divisions but the 
sort which tells you straight away what trade each man 
performs, whether he is a tradesmen or not.  The Infantry 
Corps has all the infantrymen for example and the Artil-
lery Corps has all the gunners. Both these Corps also 
have signallers and drivers except those who are in the 
Signals or Transport Corps.  Both these Corps provide a 
special service and that’s why the Transport Corps pro-
vides cooks. In fact the Signals Corps is not a service at 
all because it is an Arm.  Arms do all the fighting, al-
though Signals don’t have to fight too much, rather like 
the Engineers who are also an Arm but they don’t fight 
too much either. 

So you see, it’s really quite simple. 

Rear L-R: John Smee, Rod Kenane, Kevin 
Mulligan and Irvine Brooks. Front L-R:  
Josh McDimond, Zac Broadhurst, Shawn 
Harris.  

Regt No Given Names Surname Tour Suburb/Town State 

61609 John Ackerley 1 New Norfolk TAS 

3793688 Brian Vincent Bensley 2 Seaford VIC 

2791901 Kenneth Thomas Grose 2 Callala Bay NSW 

860537 Gary Francis Mateer 2 Forster NSW 

NEW MEMBERS 

IT IS REALLY QUITE SIMPLE - Cont 
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On Saturday morning, October 2, a commemorative 
plaque for Australians who served and died in the Viet-
nam War, was unveiled and dedicated in St Paul’s Cathe-
dral in Melbourne. The Plaque was a project of the G&D 
(Geelong and District) VVAA on behalf of the VVAA Victo-
rian State Branch. 
In 2001, the Rev. Noel Whale was the Precentor at St 
Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne. A Precentor is a cleric who 
directs the choral and ceremonial services for the Cathe-
dral. Noel knew Nigel Wilson from the days when he Noel 
was a Curate at All Saints in Geelong. Noel knew Nigel 
was a Vietnam veteran. He mentioned to Nigel that he 
had recently overseen the dedication of a Commemora-
tive Plaque to honour those who served and died in the 
Korean War. 
St Paul’s Cathedral is the principle church of the Anglican 
Diocese of Melbourne and was consecrated in 1891. It’s 
located diagonally opposite Flinders Street Station and is 
a cherished Melbourne icon. There are a number of me-
morial plaques mounted on the walls of St Paul’s com-
memorating the service of Australian veterans. This 
method of commemoration follows a tradition adopted 
over the centuries in churches throughout the United 
Kingdom and Europe. The Cathedral attracts worshipers 
and tourists from the world over. It’s often used for State 
funerals. 
Noel and Nigel shared the view that the service and sacri-
fice of Vietnam Veterans be similarly commemorated and 
so Nigel took up the challenge. First, he won the support 
of the Geelong and District Sub Branch. In September 
2001, he initiated discussions with the VVAA State Coun-
cil. That got the ball rolling but, approval somehow fell 
through the cracks and the project remained in abeyance 
for some time.  
In late 2007, the project was re-ignited and after having 
met with various levels of the Anglican hierarchy, the 
first step was to gain the support of the Cathedral itself. 
Some things are more easily said than done as Nigel was 
soon to learn, however, early in 2008, the VVAA State 
Council  agreed to the project and the G&DVVAA ac-
cepted the role of ‘project manager’. As St Paul’s is the 
principle Anglican Church in Victoria, the Plaque needed 

to be a State project.  By now, Nigel was assisted by 
G&DVVAA’s Ken Baker and Andy Treffry (5RAR Associa-
tion Member) and this Sub-committee submitted a formal 
proposal to the acting Dean. 

In February 2009, they won the support of the newly ap-
pointed Dean, the Right Reverend Dr Mark Burton RANR. 
Dr Burton is also an ex-serviceman who has served over-
seas as a Navy Chaplain. “There have been many twists 
and turns, and often we felt a great frustration,” Nigel 
said. “The original Dean that our Committee was dealing 
with took up an overseas posting and so the pro-
ject moved slowly until the current Dean was appointed.” 
As with any large organisation, the Anglican Church has 
its own bureaucracy. The design had to be approved by 
the body responsible for the Cathedral’s upkeep and fit-
tings. Unfortunately, this was a long and tedious process 
that included, among other things, a re-design of the 
Plaque itself. 
In February 2010, advice was received from St Paul’s that 
final approval had been given. The next step was to ob-
tain quotations for the Plaque and apply for funding from 
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Our local DVA Man-
ager, Kerry Mills, gave valuable assistance and in July, 
2010 funding was approved. Orders were placed for the 
Plaque to be cast in bronze and for a stonemason to 
mount it on the wall of St Paul’s. 
The next task was to arrange a suitable time for the un-
veiling and Dedication Service. October 2nd was chosen 
and agreed to by the Cathedral as it was 18th Anniver-
sary of the Dedication of the Vietnam National Memorial 
in Canberra. It was also supposed to be the Saturday 
after the AFL Grand Final, not on the day of a replay. 
October 2 was a bright, sunny Saturday. As about 200 
Veterans (including Kevin Davis and Andrew Treffry ex-
5RAR) and their families and friends gathered outside the 
cathedral, Melbourne was at its best. Flinders Street was 
abuzz with football supporters decked out in the team 
colours. While there was a carnival atmosphere outside 
the St Paul’s, inside an entirely different event was taking 
place. 

(Continued on page 7) 

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE DEDICATED AT  
ST PAULS CATHEDRAL, MELBOURNE 

The Dean of St Pauls, Right Rev Dr Mark Burton RANR, receives 
the Tri Services Colours.  

Mr Dave Sabben MG delivers the address at St Pauls Cathedral. 
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As the service got underway, State 
VVAA President, Bob Elworthy, wel-
comed those present on behalf of the 
VVAA Victorian State Branch. Peter 
Sullivan and Maurie Benson read les-
sons from the Bible. Dr Burton spoke 
eloquently of the importance of re-
membering those who served and 
who had died. He made the point that 
as time passes, those who gave their 
lives become just names; their char-
acter, their personality are eventually 

forgotten over time. This is why it’s important to have to 
have a memorial plaques and this is why this Plaque is 
being mounted at St Paul’s. 
The plaque was unveiled by David Sabben M.G., the 
commander of 12 Platoon at Long Tan. In his address 
David spoke of the history of memorial plaques and 
monuments. He noted that we owe their origin to Napo-
leon, who wanted to commemorate the service and sacri-
fice of the ordinary soldier. 
Nigel expresses his gratitude to Ken and Andy and to all 
Geelong and District Sub-branch members (especially the 
last two Presidents) for their faith and support over the life 
of the project. He said, “We now have a lasting memorial 
in a special and sacred place but the words from the 
Dedication prayer, I think sums up why the plaque is 
where it is:- 

In your name, O Lord, we bless and dedicate this Com-
memorative Plaque. May it be for those whose loved 
ones who were killed, a memorial of their service and 
courage; and to those who pass by, a reminder of the 
debt owed to them and to their families by their country. 
Let us commend to the mercy of and love of God all those 
who have died in the service of their country. 

Story by Nigel Wilson and Michael Byrne 

(Continued from page 6) 

ST PAULS PLAQUE - Cont. 

St Pauls Plaque Sub-Committee, L-R: Mr Andrew Treffry (ex-5RAR), 
Mr Nigel Wilson and Mr Kenneth Baker.  

PORT PIRIE RSL MUSEUM 

The Port Pirie RSL museum, located within the RSL 
building, was officially opened on the 20th April 2009 tells 
the stories of Australians in all wars and armed conflicts. 

In particular the museum focuses on the contribution 
made by local service personnel who served and in many 
instances, paid the supreme sacrifice for their nation. 
The museum is open daily between 11.00am and 
4.00pm. With free entry, the exhibits are readily accessi-
ble to school students, visitors and the community to 
view, Port Pirie students attending the museum may well 
read or watch on one of the multimedia screens a true life 
story of their relative’s contribution during the landing at 
Gallipoli, on the Kokoda trail or in Vietnam. We have 
small displays of most theatres of war since the Boer War 
to present day. 
The artifacts we have on display have been donated or 
loaned to us by the people of Pt Pirie and surrounding 
Districts. A trip to the museum is a must for the traveler, 
students and history buffs, take a moment in your life to 
contemplate the sacrifices made on your behalf. The Port 
Pirie RSL museum  is located 220klms north of Adelaide. 

L-R: Jeff Kenyon (5RAR), Hayden Madigan (9RAR) President and 
Dean Ryder (1RAR) Treasurer of the Port Pirie RSL. 

“MEMORIES OF SOUTH VIETNAM” DVD 
The DVD, ““Memories of South Vietnam”, that was shown 
during the recent 45th Anniversary Dinner is still available. 
The more than 400 photos were gathered from across 
the Battalion and both Tours of Duty in South Vietnam. 
The DVD, which is priced at $10.00, will play through 
your DVD player and TV, runs for approximately 1 hour, 
with a soundtrack of  musical hits of the era. 
The DVD can be produced on an ‘as needed’ basis, if 
members wish to purchase a copy. It can be ordered by 
contacting Gary Townsend, garyt5rar@gmail (07) 5572-
5935 (0412) 767-975 for payment and delivery details. 
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Preventing Falls 

Falls are not an inevitable part of ageing. Most falls can be prevented. A range of actions have been found to be effec-
tive in reducing falls, and injuries from falls. 
One in three people aged 65 and over report falling at least once each year. 

• One quarter of these people sustain significant injuries and 5% sustain a fracture (usually humerus, wrist, hip or 
pelvis).  

• Strength and balance exercise has shown to reduce falls by older people. 

• Falls and accidents are a key factor in causing otherwise avoidable admissions to hospital. 
HomeFront is a falls and accident prevention program available for all Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) gold and 
white card holders. A free HomeFront assessment is available each year and the department makes a financial contribu-
tion towards the cost of recommended items and modifications. HomeFront aims to maintain the health and independ-
ence of the veteran community and reduce potential medical and hospital costs by reducing the incidence of falls and 
accidents in and around the home. 
Following the home assessment, DVA will make a financial contribution, currently $203, towards the cost of recom-
mended aids and minor home modifications that will reduce the risk of falls and accidents. The recommended minor 
home modifications and/or aids and appliances are generally low cost items such as the provision of non slip treatment 
on steps or floors or extra lighting. The HomeFront assessor also provides information about local community and Gov-
ernment services that are available to assist veterans and war widows to remain living in their own home for as long as 
possible. 
A HomeFront assessment can be arranged by telephoning 1800 80 1945. 
There are currently around 272 000 Australian veterans that are eligible for the HomeFront program. More information, 
including interesting statistics, are available on DVA's website; 
http://www.dva.gov.au/health_and_wellbeing/health_programs/homefront/Pages/intro.aspx 
 
 

The Veterans’ Home Maintenance Line 
The Veterans’ Home Maintenance Line (VHML) is a toll free telephone service for members of the Veteran Community 
which: 

• Provides advice on general home maintenance matters; 

• Provides local referral to reliable and efficient tradespeople with appropriate qualifica-
tions, and both professional indemnity and public liability insurance cover; 

• Provides 24 hour access for emergency repairs; 

• Offers a home inspection service to identify current or possible future maintenance 
problems and is available during weekdays in business hours; and 

• Provides links to Government subsidised services where possible. 

Who is eligible? 
VHML is available to all members of the Veteran Community. 

Who pays for the service? 
The advice or referral for home maintenance is free, but you are required to pay for any work undertaken by the trades-
person, including any call out fee. 
You are also required to pay for the home inspection service. 

Follow up 
The VHML staff may contact you after the work has been completed to ask whether you are completely satisfied with the 
service that was arranged. 

How to apply? 
It’s easy! Just ring 1800 80 1945 and ask for home maintenance advice or a referral to a tradesperson. 

ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
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There are plenty of stories of families with three gen-

erations of service in the 
Army but not too many 
where that service dates 
back 110 years. 
Sgt Henry French, a platoon 
sergeant with 5RAR, is the 
third member of his family to 
serve. 
His  fa ther ,  NX79925 Pte 
El ton French, enl isted in 
the 2nd AlF in December 
1941 and was posted to the 2/3 
Pioneer Bn. 

Pte French joined his battalion in the Middle East in No-
vember 1942, shortly after the Battle of El Alamein. 
He spent Christmas in Palestine, re turn ing to  Syd-
ney wi th  9 Div in  February 1943. 
The 2/3 Pioneers completed jungle training in the 
Atherton Tablelands and left for Milne Bay. New 
Guinea, in August 1943. 
Pte French took part in the defence of Scarlet Beach 
where his battalion fought as infantry and repelled a 
Japanese counter-attack 
On October 1943, he received a shrapnel wound to his left 
foot, which led to his leg being amputated below the 
knee. 
He was discharged from the Army in October 1944. and 
returned to the family farm at Brungle, near Gundagai. 
Sgt French's grandfather, 926 Tpr Matt French, 
joined the 6th Contingent of the New South Wales Impe-
rial Bushmen (6NSWIB) in April 1900 but only after 
putting his age up. 
The bushmen contingents were raised at the request of the 
British government who wanted 'hardy, bushmen who 
could ride, shoot and find their way about’. 
Tpr French left Sydney in 
April, 1900, with 756 men 
and 800 horses, landing at 
Beira in Portuguese East Af-
rica (Mozambique) before 
travel l ing to Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe). and 
then Cape Town by train. 
They fought their way north 
on horse-back through Cape 
Colony, the Orange Free 
State and Transvaal. 
Tpr French, with D Sqn, 
6NSWIB, rode as Lt-Gen Lord Methuen's body guard 
for several months, signifying the high regard Methuen 
had for the NSW troopers. 
In March 1901, Tpr French was i nvo l ved  i n  a  
ma jo r  s k i r m i s h  a t  Veldfontein, where Boer General 
De La Rey's convoy, including three artillery pieces and 

TRADITION SPANS 110 YEARS 

Trend Setter: Tpr Matt 
French starts 110 years of 
family military history. 

Second to serve: Pte Elton 
French served in WWII. 

six Maxim guns, was captured. 
Tpr French returned to Sydney and was discharged in 
July. 1901, and moved back to Brungle where he estab-
lished a farm that stayed in the family for 80 years. 
Matt French's grandson, Sgt Henry French joined the 
Army in June 1995. 

He said it was his family 
background that drew 
him to the Army. "But 
as long  as I can re-
member I've wanted to 
join the Army," he said. 
"Then one day at TAFE 
the recruiting van came 
around and the rest is 
history." 
Sgt French deployed 
to East Timor with 
Mortar PI 2RAR in Sep-
tember 1999 and has 
had further deployments 
there in 2001-02 and 
2007, again with 2RAR. 
He has enjoyed post-
ings to ARTC as a re-
cruit instructor in 2005-
06 and the School of Inf 
as a platoon sergeant in 
2008-09. 

Sgt French is now deployed in Afghanistan with 5RAR. 
Sgt Dave Morley, Courtesy ARMY Newspaper 

Modern Generation: Sgt Henry 
French, 5RAR, now in Afghanistan. 

“The Year of the Tigers” (3rd Edition)- Errata 
·   Page 307: Absent from the photo of senior NCOs, but 
not mentioned in the caption are Sgt P. Pearce and Sgt 
K.L. Rice. 
·   Page 325: The nominal roll entry showing Pte Rice 
K.L. should read Sgt Rice K.L. (See article page 19) 
 These errors are regretted. 

NUI DAT 1967 
CAPT R. J. O'Neill the Intelli-
gence Officer of 5RAR, points 
out a suspected enemy posi-
tion on a special scale model 
of a section of terrain in Phuoc 
Tuy Province. With him is the 
Battalion's Commanding Offi-
cer, LTCOL J. A. Warr. 
The terrain map is of the vil-
lage of An Nhut and it was 
being used in the preparations 
for Op Beaumaris in Feb 
1967, the Cordon and Search 
of that village. 
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THE FORWARD SCOUT 
For the uninitiated, I will describe the job of a forward 
scout in the jungles and mountains of Vietnam. 

He was the forward, or point, soldier of a Rifle Section 
during patrolling operations. As such he was usually clos-
est to the enemy. He and his number 2 scout, working as 
a team, were the ears and eyes of the patrol. They pro-
vided early warning of enemy signs or sightings, and their 
objective was to see the enemy before being seen them-
selves, and thereby give us the advantage. Hence the 
scout’s stealth, his cat-like vision, his acute sense of 
smell and hearing, and in fact all his highly-attuned 
senses, instincts and reflexes were so alert that he was 
like a jungle animal hunting prey.  

In close country, where vision was at times restricted to 
just 5 to 10 metres, the job was particularly demanding 
both physically and mentally, as the scouts had to avoid 
leading their section into enemy ambushes, booby traps, 
anti-personnel mines, panji traps and bunker systems. 

 Theirs was the most dangerous and respected task, but 
they were very proud of it and retained their position with 
honour. Of course they referred to everyone further back 
in the section as “Pogos”, so it was clearly a relative term. 

CAPT Dave Wilkins, OC C Coy 1969–70 

Editor’s question: Can you find the error in the photo? 

The Forward Scout with his mates following. 

"Son as you know, I served in New Guinea during 
WW2. When we returned we just got on with it. What is 
this Vietnam Veterans’' Association all about? Many of 
the men I served with had the right to wear two, or even 
three campaign medals. Why separate yourselves from 
the established Leagues' and Associations' ... what is all 
the noise about?!" 

The inquiry above was made 
to me at  a fami ly gather ing 
in  the ear ly 1990's  I  immedi-
ately felt the inference in the 
question was once again — that 
when compared to WW2 the V 
War was not a real War I have 
always been a little too 'quick 
to get up' so I decided rather 
than answer him in the mo-
ment quoting bomb tonnage 
statistics, or comparing hours 

exposed to tactical combat conditions etc, knowing 
this would have led, as it had in the past since my 
return, to more unpleasantness. Given I had a great 
deal of respect, admiration and fondness for this man 
— my father's brother. I controlled the sudden seeth-
ing sense of injustice that was always close to the 
surface in me at the time. and answered that I would 
give the matter some thought, and write to him. 
Dear Uncle John 
I do not doubt the pride you feel, for the achievements of 
yourself and your fellow Veterans in WW2, and that 
the campaign medals you mentioned are worn with 
pride, and are more than justifiably deserved. I 
would not trade places with any other, because it 
is not these outward symbols of service that my own 
personal pride stems from, it is simply the memory of the 
quality, of the men I served with. Honour was, and still is 
important to these men. I never met a thief or a coward 
in the 5th Battalion; they were simply the bravest men I 
have ever known. Though I worked in a large organisa-
tion for 30 years after my return and discharge with over 
1300 employees, I met few in this time that could 
reach their standard. My bond with these men of the 
Regiment, as I have said in something I wrote to 
you before, has something to do with absolute trust. 
More so than in other Wars, those who fought 
'outside the wire' in the Vietnam War simply had to 
trust their lives to each other and this would often happen 
on a daily basis. They could not trust the very ground 
they walked on, or literally anyone who carried or 
flung a weapon outside of their own group's perime-
ter. Mateship thus tested makes a bond for life that can-
not be broken by any lesser experience. 
The contempt and scorn experienced both before and 
after their return, from the general population, in particu-
lar the Unions' — many of whose members were veter-
ans of WW2 from whom they could reasonably have 
expected some sympathy. 
Students from the 'intellectual left’, along with journal-

ists with more interest in sensationalism and their own 
career paths, than an honest representation of the Wars 
events, all claimed us as fools at best, and baby killers at 
worst. 
Those of us who argued our cause were branded 
ignorant, conned or politically naive. It was a great 
injustice; it served to make the Veterans of the Regi-
ment seek an even closer bond. This, along with 
an ill judged rejection, from those said same estab-
lished League's and Associations, has led directly to 
the formation of the Vietnam Veterans' Association. 
So what you are hearing is the noise that follows find-
ing — 'Our Own Official Voice for Justice'. 
Yours Respectfully Robert 

Bob Cavill, 1966/67 

A LETTER TO UNCLE JOHN - CIRCA 1992 

Bob Cavill 
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jacket breast pocket (see image). 
The Defence Act 1903 (as amended) does however have 
penalties for those who misrepresent themselves as re-
turned service men or women, and those penalties have 
been stiffened considerably. 
Editors note: Occasionally a person will wrongly claim to 
be a returned veteran and wear medals to which they are 
not entitled. This practice is deceitful and disrespectful to 
our veterans.  
Further, there are a number of unofficial medals which 
are sold commercially and are not recognised through the 
Australian honours system. These awards should not be 
worn at public commemorative events or on Anzac Day. 

THE WEARING OF MEDALS  

Military medals have been a source of fascination by Aus-
tralians for generations, with many thousands of ex-
service people (and many civilians) turned collector, de-
spite medals not being freely available for wear by all of 
us. How did the practice of awarding a medal start? In 
ancient times, Roman Legions awarded the first legion-
naire to go "over the wall" a laurel of oak leaves which 
was later amended to a gold button. Napoleon rewarded 
his bravest soldiers the Legion of Honour, which became 
an enduring symbol of excellence in France to this day, to 
the extent where holders of the “Ordre Royale de la Le-
gion D'Honneur” to give it it's full title, are saluted by gen-
darmes and traffic is halted for them to cross a street. 
Decorations, awards, campaign, and service medals are 
a token of esteem awarded by a country to it's most dis-
tinguished citizens (and often citizens of other countries).  
Medals are worn with the obverse side showing. Medals 
conferred by the Australian government are impressed or 
more latterly engraved on the rim (or in the case of stars 
and some more recent medals, engraved on the reverse) 
with the service number, name and initials of the recipient 
and worn on the left breast. If you are wearing medals of 
a relative, then in accordance with accepted ex-service 
organisation protocols, you would wear them on your right 
breast. Riband (often erroneously called ribbon) bars gen-
erally are worn with each riband between 10mm to 13mm 
high and usually 30mm wide (some gallantry and older 
medals have wider riband than the standard 32mm), 
again mounted invisibly with a brooch or clutch pin fitting. 
Riband bars are worn only whilst in uniform and the 
length by protocol is restricted to rows of ribands with a 
maximum of four ribands wide.  

It must be stated; there are no laws relating to how med-
als should be worn other than those applicable to serving 
personnel, and these are defined in the relevant orders 
and instructions like ASOD (Army Standing Orders for 
Dress) relating to each branch of the service and en-
forced by the Defence Force Discipline Act. 

There are however, accepted standards called protocols 
which have been developed by ex-service organisations 
like the RSL for retired or ex-service personnel that relate 
to the wearing of medals with civilian dress. For example; 
medal entitlements are worn on the left breast, and gen-
erally court or swing mounted on an invisible mounting 

brooch affixed to a jacket or coat. 
Often there is a requirement to 

wear medals only on a shirt 
(particularly in the case of 

currently serving military, 
fire, emergency services 
and police service per-
sonnel to name a few) 
in uniform. Medals, 
and miniatures, are 
worn on civilian 
clothing with the top 
of the riband posi-
tioned midway be-
tween the top of the 
shoulder and the 

CAN YOU HELP? 
The Association has received the following email, asking 
for any information on Robert Edmonds, who served with 
5RAR in South Vietnam. Robert was with A Coy from 8 
February 1969 to 10 March 1970. If there is any member 
who has contact details for Robert, or knows of his 
whereabouts, could they please contact Ron Hamlyn on 
(02) 9387-1409 or hamlyn_5rar@yahoo.com.au 

*  *  *  *   
My name is Graham Lee, I am a Vietnam Vet and Presi-
dent of Naval Assoc. of Aust. Port Macquarie Sub Section 
(NSW). Recently, one of our senior members passed 
away and his surviving spouse, has requested I seek, any 
available contact information, for the below named Vet-
eran. 
Robert Stanley EDMONDS,  218028 (Temporary) Cor-
poral,  Royal Australian Infantry Corps. 
The Nominal Roll, shows this Vet, had two tours of duty to 
Vietnam and his mother, has not made contact with him 
for 40 years. She is now in her 80's and still doesn't know 
the reason, for their estrangement over the past 40 years. 
She now feels even more compelled, to make contact 
with her first born son and make peace if possible. 
I would appreciate, if you would peruse your membership 
rolls and let me know if you have any contact details, I 
may be able to pass on to his mother. I understand Pri-
vacy Laws may come into play here, but any information 
would be extremely helpful. 

Graham Lee JP 

INFORMATION REQUESTED 
We are trying to bring the Association Database up to a 
more detailed level, especially in the area of where men 
served in 5RAR, from Company to Platoon, and even 
down to the Section. Any information that can be sup-
plied, whether it is of your own placement or of Com-
pany, Platoon or Section lists, would be greatly appreci-
ated. To ensure accuracy and avoid confusion please 
include the full names of any submissions  
If you can help us to complete this important update, 
please forward any details that you can to 5RAR Asso-
ciation, 31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022. 
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214618 ROBERT JAMES INGLETON 

10 March 1942 - 10 June 2010 
The passing of Robert Ingleton, on Thursday 10 June, was published in “Reveille”, the magazine of the 
NSW Returned Services League.  
Robert served with 5th Battalion on its tour duty of South Vietnam in 1966/67, no further details are 
available. 

Rest easy now. 

1733577 BRIAN LIONEL CURTIN 
14 May 1947 – 11 August 2010 

It is with much regret I inform you of the passing of Brian “Curts” Curtin on the morning of 
the 11th August 2010. Brian was a valued member of 5PL and BHQ B Coy in 1969. 
He was seriously wounded on 21st June 1969 and returned to Australia 2nd July 1969. I lost 
track of him for a while and, when I made contact with him again, he was raising cattle on a 
property in Casino NSW. He was a keen motorcyclist and golfer at which he excelled. 
He was farewelled at Lismore Memorial Crematorium Gardens on the 18th August 2010 by 
family, friends, Vietnam Veterans and my wife Allana and I along with Ian Gardam and wife 
Glenys from B Coy. He is survived by his daughter Amy. 
Rest in Peace Mate                   George Ward 5PL, 1969/70 

5715967 PETER JOHN STONE 
19 October 1947 - 1 September 2010  

It is with much regret that I inform you of the passing of Peter “Stoney” Stone on 1st September 
2010. Peter was a valued member of 12 Platoon, D Company, 5RAR in 1969/70, he passed 
away after a valiant fight with cancer. 
The Funeral Cortege for Peter John Stone assembled at the Main Entrance of the Fremantle 
Cemetery, Thursday afternoon, 9 September 2010 at 1.00pm for a Cremation Service in the 
West Chapel. 
There were no flowers by request and donations to the Cancer Foundation were appreciated. 

Alan McNulty DCM 

3786684 DOUGLAS FRANKLIN HELEY 
 23 April 1945 - 10 September 2010  

Douglas Franklin Heley passed away peacefully at his home in Young NSW on 10 Septem-
ber 2010 after a short unexpected but courageous battle with cancer. Doug was supported 
by his loving family, wife Cheryl, children Yolanda and Dan, son-in-law Andrej and cherished 
grandchildren Luka, Natasha and his then third unborn grandchild.  Doug was a member of 
9 Pl Charlie Company first tour and was an exceptional soldier who carried the machine gun 
for the entire tour. He was a much admired member of the platoon and company. This was 
evident when 30 of his fellow soldiers attended the service at Young to pay their respects 
and support his family. The guard of honour that was formed outside the lovely country 
church was a powerful mark of respect and support. 
After his two years service Doug quietly went about becoming a leader in Australia in the 
field of growing mushrooms and the processing of the residue. He was instrumental in build-
ing a large factory in the Singleton region to this end. In later years he established a successful prune orchard which he 
and Cheryl, his wife produced and marketed this product into a niche market, a resourceful couple. 
Doug was a determined and capable person who will be sadly missed by all his mates whom he caught up with at many 
reunions. 9Pl and C Coy as well as the 5 RAR Association sends commiserations to Cheryl, Yolanda, Dan and Family. 
Rest peacefully.                                                                                                          John Deane-Butcher 9Pl OC 1966/67 
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2788133 MAURICE DAVID SHIELS 

 6 December 1946 - 25 September 2010  
Maurie was called up as a National Serviceman in September 1967.  He was sent to Single-
ton for basic training, and to 5RAR for Infantry Corps training.  This was a real eye-opener for 
a young man from Taree NSW, but Maurie quickly adapted, and was integrated as part of a 
great team.   
Maurie’s potential as a machine gunner was soon recognised, and he was assigned this task.  
His accuracy with the difficult M60 became legendary, along with his cheeky grin.  Pre-
deployment training in southern Queensland confirmed Maurie’s expertise, and he found him-
self aboard HMAS Sydney in February 1969, bound for Vietnam, as part of 7 Platoon C Com-
pany. 
On 4th July 1969, 7 Platoon was decimated by mines – three dead and seventeen wounded.  
Maurie was a survivor of that night.  It has been said that Maurie’s continued use of his M60 

ensured that no enemy approached.  After that dreadful incident, Maurie stayed with 7 Pl and mentored many reinforce-
ments who were posted into the platoon.  He was known as an excellent, totally dependable soldier. 
After National Service, Maurie returned to the Newcastle/mid North Coast area, where he married Jennifer, and his two 
sons, Shane and Guy, were born.  Maurie was a great husband and father.  A large number of his friends visited Maurie 
in his last weeks, and they all state that in spite of his health, the cheeky impish grin never left his face. 
Farewell Maurie, your family, military friends, and the 5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment all mourn your loss. 

The Men of C Coy 1969/70 

216202 BARRY HUGH DALE 
1 April 1939 - 3 October 2010 

Barry joined Dennis Rainer’s 10Plt D Coy as reinforcement on the Battalions first tour in May 
1966 and in December 1966; he was accepted as a student to the Point Cook School of Lan-
guages to study Indonesian.  He originally joined the RAAF as an apprentice at 15 years of age 
and transferred to the Army on the completion of his apprenticeship. After his graduation from 
Point Cook he transferred to Intelligence Corps, and completed his second tour in Vietnam with 
HQ Aust Force Vietnam 70/71. He retired from the Army after many years service as a WO2. 
Born into a close and keen rugby family in Sydney, Barry was one of seven children and all sib-
lings were in attendance. Barry has three children and Adrian his son delivered the eulogy. 
Barry retired and saw out his life at his shack on the Glenelg River on the border of SA and Victo-
ria with his race horses and nature. A wonderful quote from Barry recited by Adrian during the 
eulogy illustrates the peace and the space that Barry was in, in his last years. “Being able to 
watch the river flow by, while soaking up the view, sure is a privilege. The Supreme Being must love Australia as I do!” 
This really sums up the life and patriotism of this wonderful warrior who died peacefully in Mt Gambier Hospital from 
cancer. The funeral was attended by his siblings, children, grandchildren and friends from all parts of Australia. Ron 
Workman the President of the Currumbin-Palm Beach RSL, who was Barry’s closest mate during their time together as 
apprentices in the RAAF, officiated an appropriate returned soldiers farewell where as a sign of respect, a red poppy 
was placed on the coffin by all present. A “Tiger Battalion” sash was presented to the family by Barry Ryan (2nd Tour) 
the Battalion elder and representative in South Australia and Mike von Berg (1st Tour) in his role as President, represent-
ing the RAR Association in South Australia.  
The funeral service for Barry was conducted in Adelaide on Friday the 15th October 2010 and his ashes will be spread at 
his shack on the Glenelg River that was his recluse and passion in his retirement days. Another Battalion warrior now 
passed is at peace.  

Mike von Berg 

2781554 KEITH LEONARD DRAYTON 
17 MARCH 1945 - 24 OCTOBER 2010 

Keith Drayton, late of Riverstone. Loving Husband, Father and Pop of Karen, Brett, Kylie and 
Norm, Shayne, Adam, Bradley, Caitlyn and Shannon. Aged 65 Years At Peace The relatives and 
friends of Keith attended his Funeral Service held Thursday, October 28, 2010 in the Chapel of 
the Castlebrook Crematorium, Windsor Road, Rouse Hill at 2.00pm. 
Keith served with 1 Platoon A Company during the Battalion's 1st Tour of Vietnam 1966/67.  

Another Tiger has Stood Down. 
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DONALD MAXWELL PALMER 
WO1 Don Palmer, OAM, MID, marched out the 24th May 
2010 aged 75 years. Donald Maxwell Palmer was born on 
8th December 1934 in the country town of Quirindi in 
NSW. Association members who were original members 
of 5/7RAR will remember Don from their time with that 
Battalion. 
Donny Palmer served some 25 years in the Australian 
Army all with Infantry Battalions. Don served in the Ko-
rean War with 1RAR, Malaya, 2 tours of Vietnam with 
AATTV.  Don retired from the Army a well respected RSM 
(Regimental Sgt Major) of 5/7 Battalion of the ‘Royal Aus-
tralian Regiment’, Infantry. 

God Bless those that have left us 
And salute those that are still here 
Our hats off today to our Soldiers 

And whose cries that they still hear. 
Anzac Day is their day, 

This is when they get to share 
Their stories and memories 

Of what’s happened in their lives. 
We must honour these heroes 

Re-tell what they have told. 
And yes we will laugh and we will cry 
But we must all listen to know why. 

We can never express just how grateful we are 
Nor could we ever replace those that have been lost. 
Remember that all we have today is because of you. 

Let us help live on their memories and celebrate today 
with a toast. 

God Bless our Anzacs 
Lest we forget. 

I dedicate this to my Father-in-law, Alan McNulty DCM, 
the bravest soldier I have ever known. 

Chelle McNulty 

HONOUR AND RESPECT 

Some of the over 4,000 National Servicemen and their families at 
the Dedication in Canberra. 

On Wednesday 8th September the National Service me-
morial was dedicated by her Excellency, Ms Quentin 
Bryce AC, the Governor-General of Australia. This Memo-
rial, to honour the service of all National Servicemen, is 
also in remembrance of those Nasho’s who lost their lives 
while serving as members of the Defence Forces. 
The ceremony followed a parade of National Servicemen 
up Anzac Avenue starting at 10:00am. Nashos marched 
as one group, in companies of the year of call-up, without 
regard to Service, State or Scheme, and led by the 1951 
year group. 
The dedication took place in front over 4,000 National 
Servicemen and their families and a large group of Digni-
taries drawn from the Government, the three Military Ser-
vices and Ex-Service Organizations. 

NATIONAL SERVICE MEMORIAL 

MISSING MEMBERS 
Tiger Tales for the following members have been returned to the Association as undeliverable. Generally this occurs as a result of members’ failure 
to notify changes of address. The Association makes every effort to locate these members but more often than not this proves fruitless. If you know 
the whereabouts of any of the following please advise the membership officer of any contact details known. 
TITLE GIVEN NAMES NAME LAST KNOWN ADDRESS COMMENTS 

Pte Ian Joseph Carman Robertson Barracks 
PALMERSTON NT 0830 

Currently serving; Probably deployed.  Financial Member 
Mr John Edward Glennon 25 George Street 

BOWRAVILLE  NSW  2449 
Financial Member 

WO2 Craig Henry Lees 3 Peformann Street 
GUNN  NT 0832 

Currently serving; Probably posted from 5 RAR. Financial Member 
WO2 William Hugh Wilson 30 Larrakeyah Road 

ROSEBERY  NT  0832 
Currently serving; Probably posted from 5 RAR. Financial Member 

Mrs Sue Carrington 115 Highbury Road 
RYE VIC  3941 

NOK/Wife NL Carrington 
Mrs Ilma Murdoch 255 Wollongong Road 

ARNCLIFFE  NSW  2205 
NOK/Wife  WR Murdoch 

Mrs Karen Ann Patterson PO Box 105 
TOUKLEY  NSW  2263 

NOK/Sister  JJ Kennedy KIA 

OLD GOLFERS 
Three older Tigers, each suffering from hearing loss, 
were playing golf one fine March day.   
One remarked to the other, "Windy, isn't it?"  
"No," the second man replied, "it's Thurs-
day..."   
And the third man chimed in, "So am 
I.  Let's have a beer." 
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DISCLAIMER: We have in preparing this newsletter used 
our best endeavours to ensure that the information con-
tained in this newsletter is true and accurate, but accept 
no responsibility and disclaim all liability in respect of  
any errors, omissions, inaccuracies or misstatements 

In November 1918 members of the 5th Battalion AIF be-
gan to return to Australia for demobilisation and dis-
charge. 

CASUALTIES 

BATTLE HONOURS 

AWARDS 
 
 
 
 

The preface to “Forward with the 5th” written by Carl 
Johnson says: “The men of the 5th Bn were welcomed 
with open arms by their junior counterparts in the 2/5th 
Aust Inf Bn Assoc, who have lived up to the ANZAC tradi-
tion during the Middle East and SW Pacific area cam-
paigns, and it was with this Assoc that the last of the old 
5th kept contact and held reunions”. 
In the same spirit that 2/5th Assoc welcomed the men of 
the original 5th Bn into their Association, we in the 5RAR 
Association stand ready to carry on their proud traditions 
and assist in any manner that we are able to surviving 
members of the 2/5th Battalion.   

The 5th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised 
for the AIF during the First World War. Like the 6th, 7th 
and 8th Battalions it was recruited from Victoria and, to-
gether with these battalions, formed the 2nd Brigade. 
The battalion was raised within a fortnight of the declara-
tion of war in August 1914 and embarked just two months 
later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the 
battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December. It 
later took part in the ANZAC landing on 25 April 1915, as 
part of the second wave. It was led by Lieutenant Colonel 
D. S. Wanliss, the officer who had raised the battalion. 
Ten days after the landing the 2nd Brigade was trans-
ferred from ANZAC to Cape Helles to help in the attack 

on the village of Krithia. 
The attack captured 
little ground but cost 
the brigade almost a 
third of its strength. 
The Victorian battal-
ions' forming the 2nd 
Brigade returned to 
ANZAC to help defend 
the beachhead, and in 
August the 2nd Brigade 
fought at the battle of 
Lone Pine. The battal-
ion served at ANZAC 
until the evacuation in 
December. 
After the withdrawal 
from Gallipoli, the bat-

talion returned to Egypt and, in March 1916, sailed for 
France and the Western Front. From then until 1918 the 
battalion was heavily involved in operations against the 
German Army. The battalion's first major action in France 
was at Pozières in the Somme valley in July 1916. After 
Pozières the battalion fought at Ypres in Flanders then 
returning to the Somme for winter. 
In 1917, the battalion participated in the operations that 
followed-up the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg 
Line, and then returned to Belgium to join the great offen-
sive launched to the east of Ypres. In March and April 
1918, the battalion helped to stop the German spring of-
fensive. It subsequently participated in the great Allied 
offensive launched near Amiens on 8 August 1918. The 
advance by British and empire troops was the greatest 
success in a single day on the Western Front, one that 
German General Erich Ludendorff described as "the 
black day of the German Army in this war". 
The battalion continued operations until late September 
1918. At 11 am on 11 November 1918, the guns fell si-
lent. The November armistice was followed by the peace 
treaty of Versailles signed on 28 June 1919. 

• Somme 1916 
• Poziers 
• Ypres 1917 
• Polygon Wood 
• Poelcapplle 
• Lys 
• Amiens 
• Hindenburg Line 
• France and Flanders 1916-18 
• Krithia 
• Landing at ANZAC 
• Suvla 
• Gallipoli 1915-16 

• Somme 1918 
• Bullecourt 
• Menin Road 
• Broodseinde 
• Passchendaele 
• Hazebrouck 
• Albert 1918 
• Epehy 
• Helles 
• ANZAC 
• Defence at ANZAC 
• Sari Bair 
• Egypt 1915-17 

• Wounded 2,013 • Killed 970 

Diggers in an Australian trench at 
ANZAC. One man is using a peri-
scope rifle, invented by an Austra-
lian at Gallipoli, while another spots 
for him. 

The ruins of Ypres stands in the background as Australians move 
towards a frontline position on 25 October 1917.  

• 2 CMG 
• 1 OBE 
• 24 DCM, 1 Bar 
• 6 MSM 

• 5 DSO 
• 23 MC, 1 Bar 
• 202 MM, 6 Bars, 1 x 2nd Bar 
• 47 MID 

5th BATTALION AIF 
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Quote: "In the course of the forbidding central period of the 
Battle of the Somme, Haig's army received a powerful ac-
cession of strength and a potent new weapon. The acces-
sion of strength was marked by the entry into battle of the 
1st Australian Division opposite Poziers on July 20th." 

John Terriane, Douglas Haig: The Educated Soldier 

Brit ish 'phlegm' was never better i l lustrated than 
during 1940; as witnessed by this calm notice from a 
golf club just north of London. 

DEFACED  MEMORIALS  RESTORED 
Earlier this year some cretinous vandals damaged the 
memorial plaques to Capt Bob Milligan, C Coy 5RAR, KIA 
14 February 1967; and 2Lt Kerry Rinkin, B Coy 5RAR, 
KIA 7 April 1967. The plaques had been erected some 
years ago by the local Vietnam Veterans' Association, in 
conjunction with the school authorities; and were in the 
grounds of Taree High School, where Bob Milligan had 
been a student; and St Clare's High School Taree, Kerry 
Rinkin's Alma Mater. The vandals had chiselled off the 
rising sun badges from both plaques. 
I am pleased to advise that both plaques have been refur-
bished and restored, with the badges now engraved into 
the metal. I have written to the Taree sub-Branch of the 
RSL, thanking them, on behalf of the 5RAR Association, 
for their care and rapid reaction in effecting the restora-
tions. 

Max Carroll, SVN 1966-67 

As another year draws to a close I 
would like to thank all those members 
who have contributed items for inclu-
sion in Tiger Tales.  
I will also take this opportunity to 
wish all members, their families and 
serving members of 5RAR a very 
Merry Christmas and a safe and 
Happy New Year. 

The Editor 

GOLF HAZARDS 

“BEAT THE HEAT” 

Pte Dave Bowman, who did two tours of Vietnam with 
5RAR, is shown cooling off his platoon commander, LT 
David Rowe in 1966. 
Or, was he just tipping the bucket on his skipper. 

RICHMOND GOLF CLUB 
T E M P O R A R Y  R U L E S  1 9 4 0  

1. Players are asked to col lect  Bomb and 
Shrapnel  spl inters to s a v e  t h e s e  c a u s i n g  
d a m a g e  t o  t h e  M o w i n g  M a c h i n e s ,   

2. In Competi t ions, during gunf ire or whi le 
bombs are fal l ing players may take cover without 
penalty for ceasing play.  

3. The pos i t ion 's  o f  known de layed act ion 
bombs are marked by red flags at a rea-
sonably, but not guaranteed, safe distance, 

4. S h r a p n e l  a n d / o r  b o m b  s p l i n t e r s  o n  t h e  
F a i r w a y s ,  o r  i n  B u n k e r s  w i t h i n  a  c l u b ' s  
l e n g t h  o f  a  b a l l ,  m a y  b e  m o v e d  w i thout  
pena l ty ,  and no pena l ty  sha l l  be  incur red 
i f  a  ba l l  is thereby caused to move accidentally. 

5. A ball moved by enemy action may be re-
placed, or if lost or destroyed, a ball may be 
dropped not nearer the hole without penalty. 

6. A b a l l  l y i n g  i n  a  c r a t e r  m a y  b e  l i f t e d  
a n d  d r o p p e d  n o  n e a r e r  the  ho le ,  p re -
se r v ing  the  l i ne  t o  t he  ho le  w i thou t  pen-
alty. 

7. A  p l a y e r  w h o s e  s t r o k e  i s  a f f e c t e d  b y  
t h e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  explosion of a bomb 
may play another hal l  f rom the same Place. 
Penalty one stroke. 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes 
and amendments to your contact details should 
be forwarded to:  

Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,  
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.   
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

NOTICES 
TIGER TALES ARCHIVES 

The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to 
April 2010, are now on the 5RAR Association Website. 
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of view-
ing or downloading to your computer. You will find them 
under the 5RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES 
banner on the Contents Page. 

ACT REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED 
We are in need of a volunteer to assume the position of 
State Representative for the Australian Capital Territory. 
Barry Morgan, after almost nine years in the position, 
would like to retire and is hoping that someone will step 
up to take his place. 
The duties are not onerous and if you feel that you could 
contribute in this position, please contact Barry whose 
contact details are shown on page 18. 

10th INTAKE NASHO REUNION NO. 4  
Our 4th biennial Reunion will be held from Mon 5th Sep-
tember until Sun 11th September 2011 at our regular site, 
Sawtell Beach Caravan Park, Sawtell NSW.  Phone 1800 
729 835 to book your camp/van site/cabin using Group 
Booking No 70549.   
For more details contact either; 
Max/Carol Dahler mdahler@bigpond.com 07 5494-5136 
Bill/Sandie Snape  bill.snape@hotmail.com 07 4981-0127 
A special invitation is extended to any 5RAR 10th Intak-
ers in Australia who have not attended one of our fantas-
tic reunions before. Can you please contact Richard 
Barry richyvon@hotmail.com 02 6792-3114 whether you 
are going to attend the 2011 Reunion or not as he would 
like to add your details to his comprehensive contact data 
base in order for continued contact and support. 

On the 17th September 2010, the 5th Battalion saw the 
passing of its mascot Corporal “Quintus Septimus Sabre” 
at Crocodylus Park. Sabre has been the mascot of the 
5th Battalion since he enlisted in 2003 and his seven 
years of dedication to the Battalion will be remembered 
by all members of the 5th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment (5 RAR). Sabre was an aggressive and fero-
cious member of the Battalion and will be sorely missed.  
Lieutenant Thomas Horne, Corporal Donald Vogelsang, 
and Private Joshua De Backer went to Sabre’s home at 
Crocodylus Park to see Sabre a few hours before his 
passing. Unfortunately, due to operational requirements 
the Commanding Officer (CO) Lieutenant Colonel Darren 

Huxley and Regimen-
tal Sergeant Major 
(RSM) Craig Howe of 
5 RAR were unable to 
attend the passing of 
Sabre. RSM Craig 
Howe did say “He has 
been a loyal and long 
serving mascot who 
will be hard to re-
place. The unit will 
hold a small but fitting 
memorial service for 

him in the next few days as we have personnel through-
out Australia at the moment preparing for Operations”.  
Sabre was nearly 18 years old before his death, which 
when converted to human years was a generous length 
of time for a Tiger to live. Sabre spent 8 years of his life 
with an Australian Circus before being transferred to a 
park in Barcaldine, in early 2000. Crocodylus Park in mid 
2000 applied to transfer Sabre to Darwin where he re-
mained for the last ten years. In 2003 Sabre was enlisted 
as 5 RAR’s official mascot.  
Sabre was diagnosed with severe kidney failure and se-
vere arthritis and due to the severity of his medical condi-
tions euthanasia was considered as the most humane 
way to put the great beast to rest. Corporal Sabre’s pass-
ing was conducted peacefully at Crocodylus Park.  
Sabre had numerous characteristics making him unique 
from the previous mascots of 5 RAR. Sabre is half the 
size of a standard male of his species and is more placid 
than a normal Bengal Tiger. This placidness may be a 
result of him being hand-reared in the circus. Unfortu-
nately due to Sabre’s unique size it was difficult to find a 
mate for him, The keepers at Crocodylus Park however, 
did attempt to mate him with a younger tiger name “Dirga” 
but due to Sabre’s old age and Dirga being twice the size 
of Sabre mating became an integration issue, hence our 
Sabre has no offspring to follow in his footsteps. Dirga 
seemed to knock Sabre around and would play rather 
than mating. She acted as if Sabre was a young cub in 
the pen with her rather than a grown tiger.  
The loss of Sabre was also mourned by his special Cat 
Keepers that have cared for his needs for the last ten 
years. Ella and Petra were his personal keepers who had 
taken care of him day and night. Petra said “Sabre was 

RIP - QUINTUS SEPTIMUS SABRE 

an interesting tiger, early in the morning his was quite 
chatty. He would make small howling noises constantly 
until he received his scratch on the head.” Ella and Petra 
were amazed at the level of placidness that Sabre had for 
humans. They both attended the passing of Sabre on the 
17th of September 2010. They stayed in his enclosure 
and nursed him until the end. It was a hard day to hide 
the tears, personally seeing the passing of an iconic char-
acter of 5 RAR.  

PTE Joshua de Backer, 5RAR Darwin 
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Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Treasurer 
5 RAR Association 
31 Kenilworth St 
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022  

Joining / Renewing 
Membership 

 

Change of Details  
Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

All membership queries or amendments are to go to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below) 

Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 
Patron President Vice President Secretary 
Brig. Colin Khan DSO, AM Col. Roger Wainwright  Maj. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE Mr. Geoff Pearson 
Ph:  02 6257 7249 Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  02 9938 6312 Ph:  02 9524 3177  
Mob:  0414 713 720 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0419 252 130 Mob:  0417 223 001  
    roger.w@netspeed.com.au jandemiller@bigpond.com.au gp@rbimports.com.au 
Treasurer/Membership Officer Memorabilia Officer Committee Member Committee Member 
Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn Maj. Bryan Schafer Brian Budden Trevor Carter 
Ph:  02 9387 1409 Ph:  02 9605 5841 Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph:  02 9587 9670 
Mob:  0407 669 221 Mob:  0412 432 464 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob: 0427 101 516 
hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au blues@tadaust.org.au krikse2@hotmail.com Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au 
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
Ralph Hindmarsh Geoffrey Luck  Barry Ruttle Bruce Schmidtchen 
Ph: 02 6643 2914 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 07 3862 1158 
Mob: 0429 432 914 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0419 485 592 
rowdy@activ8.net.au g_j_luck@tpg.com.au bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au 

Tiger Tales Editor      -      Gary Townsend Webmaster      -      Ted Harrison 
Ph: 07 5594 4780     Mob: 0412 767 975     garyt.5rar@gmail.com Ph: 03 9762 4283   Mob: 0403 907 775  

82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 Webmaster@5rar.asn.au 
ACT Representative NSW Representatives QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
Bernie Pye (Acting)   Kerry White Barry Ryan 
Ph:  02 6242 4210 See NSW Committee Members   Ph:  08 8341 0364 
Mob:  0424 701 784   Mob:  0417 611 147   
Bernie.pye@bigpond.com   kerry.white@optusnet.com.au lynneryan@austarnet.com.au 

 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  John Smee Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6343 4243 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0407 830 264 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  johnsmee1@bigpond.com dougb@amavic.com.au  alanmarian1@bigpond.com 

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5RAR Assoc: 

Membership       1 March 2011 - 28 February 2014         $50.00 

Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Amount 

Vietnam Task M  $   30      

The Year of the Tigers    (Ed 3) M  $   65      

Honour Roll M  $   35      

5 Bn History DVD S  $   30      

Caps S  $   15      

Ties S  $   30      

Lapel Badges S  $    6      

TAC Plates S  $   20      

5 RAR Plaque M  $   50      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head Round S  $    5      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      

Car Sticker - Vietnam Ribbons S  $    5      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head (Old) S  $    3      

Membership Dues   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 



19 ORIGIN OF THE INFANTRY COMBAT BADGE 
REPRINT OF ARTICLE BY DAVID THOMSON MC 

From 1967 to 1970 I was the Director of Infantry and 
Regimental Colonel of the Royal Australian Regiment 
(RAR). I was very fortunate that the Chief the General 
Staff (CGS) at the time was LTGEN Sir Thomas Daly 
KBE CB DSO. From 1951 to 1952 he had been Director 
of Infantry and maintained a keen interest in the Infantry 
Corps. From 1952 to 1953 he had been the Commander 
of the 28 Commonwealth Brigade in Korea when I had 
been serving as a company commander with 1 RAR. 
Shortly after my appointment as Director, the CGS sent 
for me and said 'David, the Infantry Corp is expanding 
and I wish to be kept advised of any major happenings or 
problems'. This was a wonderful invitation to a new Head 
of a Corps, which expanded from four to nine regular bat-
talions from 1965 to 1967. 
This expansion allowed three RAR battalions to serve in 
Viet Nam and one to serve in Malaysia. It was a very 
busy time for the infantry Corps. 
In early 1970 I was sent for by the CGS. During our dis-
cussion I suggested that it was time for the Infantry Corps 
to have an Infantry Combat Badge to be worn by Infantry-
men who had served overseas in operations. The United 
States had such a badge that was a Silver Rifle on a blue 
background. 
The CGS agreed with enthusiasm and told me to design 
a suitable badge for Australia. 
I returned to my office with no ideas for a suitable badge. 
On that day I was in civilian clothes and was wearing a 
small Legacy Badge in my lapel. I glanced down at this 
badge that I removed and inspiration came. 

I turned the Legacy Badge 
upside down so that the 

Laurel Wreaths were 
pointing upwards and 
started sketching. After 
several tries I reached a 

possible solution. I 
changed the shape of the 

Wreath and replaced the 
Torch with an Infantry Bayonet. 

Bronze seemed a suitable colour for an Australian Infan-
try Combat Badge. Then I gave my sketches to an artist 
and took the results to the CGS, who agreed with the de-
sign and told me to go ahead. 
The Infantry Combat Badge (ICB) is now proudly worn 
above Medals or Medal Ribands by members of the In-
fantry Corps who have served in an infantry unit for at 
least 90 days in operation. 

David Thomson MC 

Editors Note: Brigadier The Honourable David Thomson 
MC is very well known to long serving infantrymen. He 
raised and was the first CO of 4RAR and was Director of 
Infantry, He served as a Member of Parliament in Nth Qld 
and became Minister for Science and Technology. He 
currently lives on the south coast of NSW and is Patron of 
the 4RAR Association. 

The eligibility criteria for the ICB are, at least,90 days sat-
isfactory operational service in an Infantry Unit. Under 
certain conditions some non-infantry corps members who 
have been posted (not attached) to an infantry unit may 
be eligible.  
In Oct 2005 the Army introduced the Army Combat 

Badge (ACB). The purpose of the 
ACB is to recognise any mem-

ber of the ARA or Army Re-
serve who completed 90 days 
satisfactory operational ser-
vice, while assigned to a com-

bat team or battle group who 
participated in warfighting against 

an armed enemy on warlike operations. In exceptional 
circumstances, engagement in warfighting whilst serving 
in other than warlike activities, such as peacekeeping 
operations, may be recognised with the award of the 
ACB. The ACB does not replace the ICB.  Members who 
wear the ICB or are eligible to be awarded the ICB are 
not entitled to wear or be awarded the ACB. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    ICB 

 

ACB 

NEW CAR STICKER 
Brian Budden, of Rebel Graphics, has once again done a 
great job for the Association with the design and produc-
tion of a new Car Sticker.  

The new Car Sticker, 
100mm X 75mm, uses 
the official 5RAR Colour 
Patch surmounted by the 
Tiger-V and with the 
wording; “5RAR ASSO-
CIATION, THE TIGER 
BATTALION” 

The “Car Sticker - Tiger Head C/Patch” is available now 
at a cost of $5.00 including postage. 

To order the new sticker see the order form on page 18. 

SGT KEN RICE 
The late Sgt Ken Rice (AACC) 
was posted to 5RAR at Hols-
worthy during the Battalion’s 
build-up phase for active ser-
vice in South Vietnam. He trav-
elled with the Battalion’s Ad-
vance Party, which arrived in 
Nui Dat on 28 January 1969. 
He served as A Company’s 
sergeant cook, a job he per-
formed with pride and devotion 
to the welfare of the A Com-
pany men, making him well 
liked and held in high esteem. 
Ken returned to Australia, 
again in the Battalion Advance 
Party, arriving home on 18 

February 1970. Sadly Ken passed away on 29 November 
2005. 



20 ROLF SCHNITZLER FOUND 

In the last issue Kevin O’Dwyer asked if 
we could help him to find Rolf Schnitzler, 
to enable him to return a lighter (right) to 
Rolf that had been given to him in Hong 
Kong in 1985. Kevin met a Vietnamese 
ex-refugee who gave him a lighter that 
he had found near Dat Do, the chap 
thought Kevin may be able to find Rolf 
and return his lighter, which Kevin had 
tried to do for 25 years before enlisting the aid of 5RAR 
Association. 
The article and Kevin’s letter were published both in Tiger 
Tales and on the Association website and all other ave-
nues of finding Rolf were exhausted with no results. 
On 28th September I received an email from Rolf, in which 
he expressed his surprise at finding his the letter from 
Kevin on the website. I forwarded this email to Kevin and 
he replied with the following; 
“Dear Rolf, 
It was also an emotional but a good feeling to be ad-
vised of your location after such a long search. Now I 

will do whatever is 
necessary to fulfil 
your wishes and also 
fulfil the wishes of the 
person who gave me 
the lighter. 
If you can recall the 
location, or when you 
discovered, you lost 
the lighter. Perhaps 
the memories it may 
re-kindle from that 
time may still be raw 

and emotional in your thoughts. If you would rather I 
will send it to your battalion as a keep sake for their 
museum if they have one, should you think not, could 
you please advise me of your intentions and I will com-
plete the mission. It is possible we may have served 
together as I was an assigned engineer from 2 Tp 1FD 
Sqn working with D coy 5 RAR but not allocated to 
their Roll Book, from about the latter half of June 69 
until early July around the Dat Do/ Long Hi area, from 
there I was transferred Plant Tp. to the Land Clearing 
team. 
No doubt you have been given the full history from 
Gary of how I came to be in possession of your prop-
erty, I wonder what the lighter would tell us if it could 
talk. 
I trust you are well and I will hear from you in the not 
too distant future. 
Kindest Regards, 
Kevin O'Dwyer” 

On 4th October Rolf sent me the following email; 
“Gary, 
Thanks for forwarding my email to Kevin, he has al-

ready been in contact me and I will get in touch with 
him after this mail. 
I would love to be a member of the 5 RAR Association 
but I need the International Bank Account Number 
“IBAN” and the “SWIFT-BIC” code for the money to 
send over. 
I have Internet since 2001 and been surfing the web 
for Australian Vietnam Veteran websites and pictures. 
So I found the website years ago. It’s always a thrill 
when I enter the website and I hear the sound of 
Huey’s approach. You should see my Grandson when 
he hears the choppers; he is fascinated and wants to 
hear them again and again. Now that I am retired I 
have more time to surf at night and view the pictures of 
the reunions and the Anzac marches and all the sto-
ries but I never came to your notice board. One night I 
had the glorious idea to put my name in the website 
search. I wrote you how I felt. It took a while for my 
wife to calm me down. Later she said there must be a 
strong band around us Vietnam warriors. 
I attach two Pictures of how I look now from Belgium 
and France. 
Every Year when we visit the relatives from my wife 
she’s from Belgium we visit an Australian war ceme-
tery. It is a must for every Australian who visits Europe. 
You might tell the veterans who come over here. 
I hope to hear from you. 
Schnitzler Rolf, Germany” 

Rolf and Kevin corresponded further and the lighter has 
now been reunited with its owner, after almost 40 years.  
Rolf is joining the Association and we welcome one of our 
lost members to our ranks. Our thanks must go to Kevin 
for his perseverance in his search for Rolf. 

Gary Townsend.  

Rolf seen on top of the IJzertoren (Yser Tower) in Flanders Fields. 

Kevin O’Dwyer 


