Number 175 – July 2021
This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

AT THE RAP:
Bryan Schafer, Vince Feenstra.
We send our best wishes to our mates who are not as well as they would like to be.

IMPORTANT – PLEASE READ THIS:
One of our members recently suffered a hip problem and was sent for an MRI. He
used his Gold Card, and the treatment was undertaken. About a month later, the
imaging clinic contacted him and advised that DVA had not paid the account, and that
he should investigate or pay the fee. He contacted DVA and was put through to
“Approvals”, where he was told that he should have had prior approval for the
procedure. The matter was resolved, but we must make sure that whatever treatment
we have other than standard items, approval has been given. As most of us have a
Gold Card, please be aware that this alone does not entitle us to have any nonstandard treatment automatically. DVA is very supportive, but we must keep them
informed. DVA may be contacted on 1800 838 372.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9 Platoon cleaning their weapons (photo Ross Bourke).
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Greg (Hickory) Dick,
John (Fainter) Faint and
Mat (MK) Smith,
Nui Dat, 1969.

Profile - Dave Wilkins
From 1943 to 1959, before joining the Army at age 16, I grew up in remote rural
locations - Broken Hill, Waratah (western Tasmania), Drake (New England Ranges)
and Lismore (Far North Coast of NSW). Two long careers followed – the Army (26
years as a Regular) then as a barrister for 20 years in Sydney during which time I
continued to serve for 17 years as a legal officer in the Army Reserve. Total time
serving - 43 years.
Much of my Army career is summarised in the attached valedictory letter from the then
Chief of the Defence Force, General Peter Cosgrove, but although he says a highlight
for me was on the sporting field, to my mind, the absolute predominant career event
was as an infantryman leading the men of C Company 5RAR on the Vietnam
battlefields. That was very much a professional highlight and remains treasured by me.
As a barrister, it was also most satisfying to be in a position to help former Diggers,
particularly from 5RAR, as well as war widows, in fighting “the system” to obtain for
them disability and war widow pensions (at no cost to them). Some of those people I
helped may be reading this now. Following my retirement from the Sydney Bar, I was
again able to support veterans when I was appointed to be a panel member of the
Veterans’ Review Board (VRB) where I was in a position to correct decisional errors
made by various Vet Affairs’ Delegates.
Since full retirement, I’ve turned to writing histories including being a contributing
editor to the revised 3rd edition of The Year of the Tigers (2009) which I nearly doubled
in size and included as many photos of our 5RAR men as possible. My latest
involvement was to participate in the publication of four volumes of Rallying the
Troops; A World War I Commemoration (2013-2018) by the Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society. Having now downsized to an apartment, Bethwyn (a former High School
English teacher) and I, both fully retired, have even more time to enjoy our six
grandchildren.
Ed’s note: Please see the following page for a Valedictory letter to Colonel David Wilkins from General Peter
Cosgrove AC MC, then Chief of the Defence Force, May 2003
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WHO ARE THESE MEN? This photo of the C Company group was taken at the reunion on the
day of the Welcome Home Parade in 1987. Your editor can identify Roger Lambert, Vince
Feenstra, Dave Bowman, Ken Leggett, Jock Phillips, Don Harrod, ??, Max Postle, Ben Oram,
Steve Porter, Ross Bourke, Jim Lowry, Chuck Stamp, Jack Bradd, Gary Mateer, Bryan
MacDonald, Harry Kallergis, Peter Molloy, Peter Guyatt,?,?, Peter McHugh, Wally Magalas, ?,
Denny Cakoliris, ?, Claude Ducker, Rouster Stephens, ?, Mick Bolton, David Mead, Reg Smith
and Jack Lake. Let’s have your corrections!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM AN OLD PIPER:

As a bagpiper I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral director to play at a
graveside service for a homeless man. He had no family or friends, so the service
was to be at a paupers’ cemetery in the Nova Scotia back country. As I was not
familiar with the back woods I got lost, and being a typical male, I did not stop for
directions. I finally arrived an hour late and saw that the funeral guy had evidently
gone, and the hearse was nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers and crew
left and they were eating lunch. I felt badly and apologized to the men for being
late. I went to the side of the grave and looked down and the vault lid was already in
place. I did not know what else to do so I started to play. The workers put down
their lunches and started to gather around. I played out my heart and soul for this
man with no family and friends. I played like I have never played before for this
homeless man. As I played “Amazing Grace”, the workers began to weep. They
wept, I wept, we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and
started for my car. Though my head was hung low, my heart was full. As I opened
the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, “I’ve never seen anything like
that before, and I’ve been putting in septic tanks for twenty years”.
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9PL’s first war prize – the opposition’s flag. Pictured are (clockwise from top left):
David Stone, Brian MacDonald, Roger Lambert and Stan Arnold.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------BEFORE AND AFTER WE HAD BAGGY GREEN SKINS (1): Ian Leis proudly shows off his lovely
wife Glenys and all his family:

Who is this smartly dressed
six year-old?

Ready for Road Runner Patrol –
Baria to Nui Dat.

Leisy’s 21st birthday Celebration.

Today – the Leis family. After 55 years of Leisy’s
marriage, with their two sons and one daughter, who
have produced 8 grand-children + 2 extras.
Life’s good.
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BEFORE AND AFTER WE HAD BAGGY GREEN SKINS (2): Dennis (Digger) Nevins shares some
photos of his days as a Jackaroo:

Dalmore Station Homestead.

My part-Arab horse, “Hen”.

Windmill repairs with the Station owner.
No harnesses here.

My dog, “Ringer”.

Aged 18, with the 1962 ute I bought for 150 quid.

Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com,
0418 423 313, with help from Roger Lambert, Dennis Nevins, David Wilkins OAM, Lesley and Jim
Lowry, Glenys and Ian Leis, behind-the-scenes assistance from Dave Wilkins OAM and Ted Harrison
(the 5RAR Association Webmaster), supported by The RB Co, and powered by the Lambs Valley Wine
Company, Hunter Valley, NSW.
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