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 AT THE RAP: Vince Feenstra and Neville Hayne (both have been 
hospitalised).  We send our best wishes to our mates who are not as well as they would like 
to be. 
 
FROM ALAN RILEY – A TRIBUTE TO AL GEERNAERT AND A MESSAGE TO HIS MATES: 
 
Sad to hear of Al Geernaert’s passing.  I remember him well. When I joined 6 Section, Al was 
the scout. I volunteered for the M60 on Day 1 so I was never very far from Al when in the 
scrub. 
 
I had only been with 6 Section a short time when C Company moved to that land clearing 
protection operation near the Long Hai. I recall on a 8 Platoon patrol, we were leading 
section and coming to a clearing when Al stopped and pointed to his right at a jumping Jack - 
3 prongs just showing. My respect for Al (and anyone else at the pointy end) went up in 
leaps and bounds. We of course backed out of that area. 
Al was very good at his job. 
 
On another matter, my wife and I have sold up in Sydney and have relocated to Brisbane. 
We decided it was a good time to move closer to family. It has been a turbulent few months 
selling one home and buying another and everything that goes with that as you can imagine. 
Things are settling down now though. 
 
Incidentally I contacted Vince Feenstra 5RAR Queensland Rep this week to find out what 
arrangements are in place for Anzac Day here in Brisbane. Apparently all going ahead so I am 
looking forward to meeting up with the Queensland contingent of 5RAR. 
 
 
ARE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS UP TO DATE?  If not, please let your editor know so we can 
inform the 5RAR Association, and of course, update our records. 
 

This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and 
for the families of those who are no longer with us.  It is non-political and is designed for us to have 
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie.  Formal advice, when needed, 
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations. 
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PROFILE – PTE NEVILLE HAYNE (as told by Andy MacDougal): 
 
Just writing to tell you that Neville Hayne is in hospital in Toowoomba. He had a crook hip, 
made worse by a cortisone injection that was put in the wrong place. Infection resulted, 
hence his hospitalisation. I thought I would give everyone a sketch of Neville’s life, as he was 
“off the radar” for many years. 

 Neville was a regular soldier, who marched into 7PL from 1ARU in July 1969, along with John 
Martini, Ken Leggett, Jim McMillan, Frank Moore and Andy MacDougal.  

Neville was machine gunner in 1 section during the action that saw Jim MacMillan killed, and 
John Martini and Sandy McKinnon wounded. During this action Neville badly injured his 
ankle and was choppered out with Jim's body. He returned to the platoon after surgery.  Not 
long after re-joining us in the bush as a Forward Scout, he was choppered out again after 
falling extremely ill. He was subsequently diagnosed with leptospirosis, a crippling disease 
that originates from rat urine. I visited Nev in Vung Tau hospital after that Op and could 
hardly recognise him, he was so thin and so sick - I did not think he would make it back 
home. About that time Frank Moore was also medevac’d home with a chipped bone in his 
spine. 

After being medically discharged from the Army, Neville spent his working life throughout 
the Top End, including a lot of time helping remote aboriginal communities. He managed 
several heavy machinery and farm machinery distributor dealerships. He also worked in East 
Timor in 1999/2000, training the locals in the operation of heavy machinery.  Nev loves the 
bush with a passion, and he and Frank Moore spent a lot of time throughout the Top End. 

In 1989 our old 7Pl skipper, Ian Hosie, was 2IC for the Kangaroo 89 exercise. He sent a staff 
car to pick up Neville from his work.  After a night on the turps in the Officers’ Mess, Nev 
was woken on base at 6am for a run. He had to explain that he was now a civilian and so was 
not required to go for a run, and that he was a guest of Maj Hosie. The Sgt’s eyes rolled, and 
he was escorted off the base.  

Ten years ago, our son Hamish was working as a helicopter pilot in the Kimberly. One day, 
Neville and Frank Moore walked into Hamish's camp at Mitchell Falls. Hamish offered them 
a ride in his chopper - they declined, saying they had spent enough time in choppers in 
Vietnam. Very quickly, a link was established to me. Hamish called me on his satellite phone 
to give me the news. This was the first I had heard of Neville since I saw him in hospital in 
Vung Tau. I was surprised he was still alive!  

He and his wife Margret moved from Moree to Laidley (west of Ipswich) about 4 years ago 
to be closer to their daughter Kelly and her husband Cory who is a serving RAAF officer. And, 
Toowoomba has much better medical facilities than Moree! 

Nev was a great horseman, a passion shared with Margret and Kelly, who remain active in 
equestrian events. Nev’s son Michael works in Amsterdam where he is a senior executive for 
a global carbon credits company.   

You could not make up a more interesting storey than the life Nev led, and its not over yet!! 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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8 Platoon’s Paul Monaghan, Gerry Randall, Ken Black (front) and John Wogan-Browne. 

 

 
Max Hedley & Dave Nicholls during some R&C in Vungers.  
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FROM THE PAST:   
Paul McQueen, whilst searching through old documents, discovered a copy of 5RAR Routine 
Orders Part 1 from February 1969 – Daily Routines (when back from operations at our Nui 
Dat base).  Paul’s wife and daughter have reproduced these documents for us as the original 
copies would not successfully copy.  Even though marked “RESTRICTED”, they are now 
available to the public from the Australian War Memorial.  Now, read on and remember: 
 
 

RESTRICTED 
-2- 

1. DAILY ROUTINE – 5 RAR 
a. The following daily routine timings are affective for Mon to Sat 

(weekdays) and Sundays: 
 

Activity: Week Days Sundays 

(1) Disarm Claymores/Clearing Ptls 1st light 1st light 
(2) Reveille 0630 0700 
(3) Paludrine/Dapsone Parade 0635 0705 
(4) PT, shoot to kill exercises 
                               (note 1.) 

0635-0700 0705-0730 

(5) Breakfast 0715 0800 
(6) National Flag raised 0800 0800 
(7) Op Briefing 0800 - 
(8) Inspection of lines/wpns 0800 - 
(9) Morning Tea 1000-1015 1000 
(10) Lunch 1230-1330 1230-1330 
(11) Paludrine Parade 1630 1630 
(12) Canteen Open 1630-1730 1630-1730 
(13) Evening Meal 1730-1830 1730-1830 
(14) National Flag lowered 1800 1800 
(15) Sleeves down 1830 1830 
(16) Arm Claymores/Clearing ptls last light last light 
(17) Wet Canteen open, films commence 1930 1930 
(18) All canteens stop trading 2130 2130 
(19) Canteens cleared 2145 2145 
(20) All troops to be in lines  
       (if film is not finished, troops  
       may remain at theatre but are to  
       return to lines immediately on  
       completion of film) 

2200 2200 

(21) Lights out 2215 2215 
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b. Notes 
(1)    PT may be conducted at another more convenient time to  
the particular sub unit.  All members of 5 RAR, however 
will do PT once a day.  Shorts may be worn for sport and PT. 
 

c. Church Services – Sunday  
(1) Anglican: 0730 hrs 
(2) Protestant Denominations:  0900 hrs 
(3) Roman Catholic: 0930 hrs 

 
 
2.  BOUNDS AND MOVEMENT OF PERSONNEL 

1.  Personnel Movement Outside 5RAR Area 
a.  To ensure that soldiers derive the full advantages of  
the 1 ATF canteen they may proceed there at their OC’s  
discretion.  Soldiers are NOT free however to visit other  
units without the permission of their Coy Comd. 

 
 
 

RESTRICTED 
ANNEX B  
to 5 RAR R703-1-1  
Dated 7 Feb 69 

THROWING OF GRENADES M26 
1. Grenades must be thrown from a position that is clear of over- 

head obstructions. 
2. Troops throwing grenades must be able to obtain FULL PROTECTION 

from blast immediately after throwing. 
3. Only one man at a time should throw grenades. 
4. If a blind occurs, the practice is to cease, until the blind is destroyed. 
5. 15 minutes delay in cover must be observed before attempting to destroy 

the blind. 
6. Within 300 yds of impact area, waiting troops must be behind protection 

walls. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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FROM THE WELCOME HOME PARADE, SYDNEY, 1987:  Part Of our C Company group – 

enlarge the picture and see how many you can identify!  (Thanks to Roger Lambert).  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
5RAR’s 48th birthday – 1st March 2013 at the Moorebank Sports Club.  Pictured are 
(clockwise from top left) Blue Schafer, Barry Ruttle, Paul McQueen, Geoff Pearson, Zeke 
Mundine and Eddie Moon.  Sadly, only six weeks after this photo was taken, Eddie passed 
away. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com, 
0418 423 313, with help from Alan Riley, Andy MacDougal, Paul McQueen (with assistance from 
Maureen and Linda), Roger Lambert,  behind-the-scenes assistance from Dave Wilkins and Ted 
Harrison (the 5RAR Association Webmaster), supported by The RB Co, and powered by the Lambs 
Valley Wine Company, Hunter Valley, NSW. 


