Number 179 – November 2021

This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

AT THE RAP:
as they would like to be.

We send our best wishes to our mates who are not as well

It is with regret that we advise the passing of Neil (Barney) Simpson on the morning of 17th
October 2021. While Barney did not belong to C Coy, he was often attached to us from
Tracker Platoon to work closely with us, became considered an “honorary member of C Coy”
and was a lifelong friend of Geoff Pearson, Ian Leis and the late Wayne (Rouster) Stephens.
Leisy’s tribute to his mate Barney was printed in Half Circle number 69, and we are
honoured to be able to re-print it here. We extend our sincere condolences to Carole, his
family, and his mates, especially those mentioned above.
IAN LEIS REMEMBERS HIS MATES: 2788138 LCpl NEIL “BARNEY” SIMPSON

During our time in SVN both Barney and Paddy Walker from trackers spent a fair bit of time
attached to Charlie Company and they were both adopted as part of the company. Sadly,
Paddy Walker's death was a great loss to all who knew him. Many friendships made then are
still enjoyed today and this is why I am writing this little story on L/CPL Neil Simpson,
"Barney".
Schooling was minimal for Barney, his working life started at 13 years of age. He was very
fortunate to be adopted into the Stephens family. Kenny Stephens (Rouster’s father) took
Barney under control. Barney and Rouster shared employment in the shearing industry as
Kenny was a shearing contractor, a job that Rouster continued in life - passed on from his
father. Barney and Rouster were like brothers and would have been more than a handful for
Kenny to keep out of trouble.
Barney's nickname came from a close resemblance to "Barney Rubble" who was in the
Flintstones television show.
Rouster and Barney were called up for National Service in the 10th intake in 1967. This was a
great adventure for both. Being able to shoot, drink, smoke and swear they fitted into the
military life easily. However, discipline was a problem for both. Their time in the military was
also one of life’s shared experiences.
Recruit training was completed at Kapooka then on to Singleton for an infantry course. On
arrival at 5RAR, Barney was placed in Support Company. He again completed many courses
then finally he became part of "Trackers" in all aspects. Barney was able to complete an
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education course in the early part of his military service, gaining a school leaving certificate,
something he was very grateful of later in life.
Barney's lifelong friendship with Paddy Walker started in "Trackers". Together they walked
with tracker dogs, Caesar, Tiber, and Justin. Also, Road Runner Patrol became their
specialty. Using Land Rovers, mounted with M60 or 50CAL machine guns or the 100
recoilless rifle they escorted convoys and machinery to and from Nui Dat, Saigon, Vung Tau
and American bases. On duty and off duty times this pair spent together doesn't need
reporting on as there are too many stories to put on paper.
Whilst in the military Barney added another skill to drinking and smoking - "Gambling". These
three skills have caused huge problems in his life i.e., a failed marriage, financial insecurity,
and severe health problems. On leaving the military he returned to the bush. The Stephens
family became his family once again. He worked in the shearing sheds and also on the local
shire council, truck driving (road making) and as a powder monkey (within quarry extraction).
Employment was also gained in the farming industries of cotton, grain, sheep, and cattle. He
was a general roustabout and performed many different tasks to gain income.
Semi-retired at 55 years of age, Barney reckons life was good until he had to give up
smoking. Then it all fell apart. He survived an episode of cancer (bowel and intestine) plus
other ageing health problems. He continued working part time for quite a while until finally
being granted a TPI pension.
Today Barney is looked after by his wife Carole otherwise known as Wonder Woman.
(Everyone wonders why she puts up with him). He still enjoys a game of lawn bowls and is
an active member of the local swimming club. He is involved with the RSL club (Warren) and
does some charity work for local organisations.
Carole and Barney enjoy a close family; 12 grandchildren and one great grandchild keep
them busy. They also enjoy some caravanning, travel overseas and being part of the local
community.
Barney's ties to the military family are valued. He is in constant contact with most that he
served with, just to check all is well and say g'day.
Barney your walk through life hasn't been easy. You have handled it and moved on without
complaint. Your care and friendship are acknowledged and appreciated by all who know you.

Ian Leis (left) has a drink and
reminisces with his lifelong mate,
Barney Simpson.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Canberra, 1992 at the opening of the Vietnam Memorial on ANZAC Parade. Pictured are
Sandy McKinnon, Ian Leis and Peter Molloy, with Wayne Herbert holding the 5RAR Banner.
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BEFORE AND AFTER WE HAD BAGGY GREEN SKINS: 365108 Ray Weston, CHQ 2nd Tour
I was born in Melbourne and attended St Thomas the Apostle school in Blackburn followed by
Blackburn Technical School. I then did an apprenticeship as a carpenter, and a few odd jobs
before the Army nabbed me.
Since I was very young I wanted to join the Army, so as soon as I was old enough I joined the
CMF as an Engineer. I enjoyed the lifestyle and nearly two years later discharged to join the
Regular Army. I did not follow this up quickly enough and due to my discharge from the CMF
being within 4 years, I was called up in the 14th Intake for National Service as a “Volunteer
National Serviceman” from October 1968 – October 1970.
I went to D Company 3RTB Puckapunyal, B Company 2 ITB Singleton then specialist training as
an Infantry signaller at Liverpool before being posted to 1 ARU Vietnam and finally as a
reinforcement to Signals platoon 5RAR in June 1969. I spent the bulk of my tour with CHQ
Charlie Company and returned to Sydney with the Battalion.
A few weeks after our return, I was temporarily posted to Singapore as one of the signallers
for the umpires on a 5 nation exercise (Bersadu Pardu – I think that is the correct spelling). I
ended up as the Chief Umpires batman/sig trying to find the Ghurkha enemy. (The Umpire
had to suggest that the troops attack a particular feature in order to locate “the enemy”). I
returned to barracks life at Holsworthy until my discharge; but my military service was not
over.
In 1970 I went back to the CMF Engineers (now called Army Reserve). But after wearing RAR
insignia, this naturally seemed second rate and I transferred to Melbourne University
Regiment (MUR) Officer Training Unit, with postings back and forth to 5/6 Royal Victorian
Rifles (5/6 RVR) I discharged from ARES as WO2 in 1999.
Thtree days before going into the Army in 1968, I met a girl on a country train. We
corresponded and met up when I was on leave and I married her 11 days after our return from
Vietnam. We just celebrated our 51st wedding anniversary. We had 2 sons and a daughter but
our first born son died of cot death at 2 years and 3 months (a bit old for cot death). Our son
lives in Melbourne with our only granddaughter and our daughter married a Japanese chef
and now lives in Japan.
My first job back in civilian life was with the PMG as a truck driver, this was followed by internal
training courses for Lineman, Telephone Installer, Cable Jointer and Supervisor. In 1982 I was
successful in gaining one of the initial Telecom roles of Quality Assurance Measurement
Officer for Western Victoria. This was followed by mid level management roles compiling
training manuals as well as design and testing of new Telstra practices and products. My rising
civilian career ended abruptly in 1999.
My world changed in 1999 when my past caught up with me. I had the best of both military
and civilian lifestyles. Unfit for Army Reserve and unfit for civil employment was my diagnosis.
I had not even considered DVA but due to family support and some valuable coincidences, I
managed to navigate my way through the system to T&PI reasonably quickly.
To start anew, I took the required courses and volunteered as Welfare and Pension Officer
from 2000 to 2017.
I joined the VVAA Frankston Sub Branch and served 2 years as Treasurer and 10 years as Sub
branch President, I have been honoured with Life membership of this sub branch.
In 2000 I joined an Education Team that went into schools and spoke of “The Vietnam Story”
as part of Australian History. This group was later picked up under the VVAA (Vic) umbrella
where; at the peak, we were presenting up to 4 times a week in schools and adult community
groups as well as mounting displays for the Vietnamese Tet Festivals and local council displays.
This group still exists. However, our mortality rate, curriculum and teacher changes as well as
the current Covid 19 environment have greatly reduced the number of sessions that we
conduct. I believe that sharing our experience with the students of today gave them a better
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understanding than reading computer generated information. It was also very fulfilling for me
to meet up with ex-students and hear their impressions.
Until I was recently tracked down by Dave Wilkins I have not had much contact with 5 RAR
members apart from Anzac Day and Veterans Day in Melbourne; However I did have one very
special day in Hobart in 1998 – thanks guys.

Ray Weston.

The late Corporal Geoff Ford, C Company Stretcher Bearer.
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REMEMBER? CAPT (DR) Hugh Roberton, 5RAR’s Medical Officer in Vietnam 1969/70.
Ken Leggett has submitted this story on the “Doc” from the Melbourne Legacy Bulletin:
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com,
0418 423 313, with help from Ian Leis, Ray Weston, Ken Leggett, behind-the-scenes assistance from
Dave Wilkins OAM and Ted Harrison (the 5RAR Association Webmaster), supported by The RB Co, and
powered by the Lambs Valley Wine Company, Hunter Valley, NSW.
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