
Memories ……and collateral damage

From all the most recent conflicts, a host of histories, personal accounts and fictionalised dramas
have been published. Many have been written by participants and others by commentators.

The Vietnam War has been no exception.

One aspect that those wishing to write their memoirs should not overlook, is the potential pitfalls of
provocative statements that perhaps unintentionally,  besmirch the reputations of their comrades to
make a point or dramatise their account;  the unintended collateral damage.

Shortly after our reunion in 2005, I was alerted by our President Roger Wainwright, that a recently
published book (“The Battle of Long Tan as told by the Commanders to Bob Grandin”) contained a
passage referring to the “adjutant 5RAR” (sic) that I might find to be offensive. I was in Sydney at the
time and went to see “our own” barrister Taffy Hill. He put me in touch with a lawyer who knew
about defamation and a saga began.

Suffice to say that Harry Smith, the former OC of D Coy 6RAR wrote me an apology and   publisher
Allen & Unwin agreed to delete the words to which I objected from any subsequent edition of the
book. I did not seek damages.

Fast forward fourteen years. The movie “Danger Close” is released and with it, a new edition of the
same book but with the title changed. Also released is a Kindle version. The new edition of the book
does not contain the words to  which I  objected,  but  the Kindle  version is  unchanged from the
original. I wrote to Harry Smith and noted that in his two other books on Long Tan and his efforts to
have the decorations  awarded to D Coy 6RAR members  upgraded, he had omitted any mention of
me. However, I  pointed out that Allen & Unwin had failed in their undertaking to me and that I
would therefore seek legal redress. Indeed, at first, Allen & Unwin denied any knowledge of their
undertaking. I had no issue with Harry, he had kept his word.

After taking advice from a barrister and a solicitor in Adelaide, I offered that rather than pursue a
case for defamation and / or breach of undertaking, I would accept payment by Allen & Unwin of
$5,000 to the RAR Association and payment of my legal costs if they would delete the offending
words from the books and the Kindle version and publish an apology 

Allen & Unwin have agreed to delete the offending words from any future edition of the book and
have amended the Kindle version. They have declined to make any donation to the RAR Association,
pay my legal fees or apologise.

I am content with the outcome, but disappointed that Allen & Unwin, has acted in a way I consider
unbecoming of an esteemed publisher of books on military history. 
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