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ANZAC DAY 
ANZAC Day means different 
things to each individual person. 
Specifically, it is a day for the 
people of Australia to honour the 
memory of those Australians who 
paid the supreme sacrifice for our 
country. It is a time to pay hom-
age to the service personnel who, 
through their sacrifices and hard-
ships, have protected our nation 
and it’s ideals throughout its his-
tory. The inescapable conse-
quence of war and conflicts are 
the loss of life and physical and 
mental scarring endured by the 
some of the people involved. 
The Dawn Service, starting at the 
hour the Australian and New Zea-
land Army Corp’s began their as-
sault on Anzac Cove in 1915, is a 
solemn, meditative and very per-
sonal commemoration of the ser-
vice given by the original AN-
ZAC’s and also by the members 
of the Australian Defence Force over the years.  
In almost every town or city in Australia, ANZAC Day is 
celebrated with a march of hundreds, if not thousands of 
veteran ex-service men and women and Defence Force 
units supported by Marching Bands. This is watched by a 
large audience of enthusiastic and cheering spectators of 
all ages lining the route of the march. 
Now is the time for the veterans of more recent conflicts 

to become a larger part of the 
ANZAC Day heritage, because 
unfortunately, as the years go by, 
the number of the men and 
women who served in WWI, 
WWII, Korea, Malaya and Viet-
nam are declining.  
It is also pleasing to see that in 
recent years more young people 
are becoming involved in the 
commemoration of ANZAC Day, 
both in Australia and also with 
many making a pilgrimage to the 
Dawn Service at Gallipoli. We 
need these young people to pre-
serve the memory of ANZAC Day 
for the future.  
Australians do not glorify war for 
the sake of it, but we congregate, 
hopefully, to remind ourselves of 
the value of the freedoms we pos-
sess, of who we are as Austra-
lians, and to recognize the cour-
age and sacrifice of those who 

gave so much to form the identity of this, our nation, and 
ensured that we retained those freedoms. 
The term ‘ANZAC’ should bring to mind Australians from 
all walks of life, places of birth, ethnic heritage and relig-
ions who possess courage, sacrifice, self reliance, disci-
pline and Aussie mateship.                     

‘Lest we Forget’ 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
Time has been flying recently with 
another issue of Tiger Tales already 
with us.  Over many previous issues, 
we have placed notices encouraging 
our unfinancial members to pay their 

membership fees. Regrettably some continue to not do so 
and have still been receiving Tiger Tales. Your committee 
placed a notice in last December’s issue of Tiger Tales 
which stated that unfinancial members would no longer 
receive copies. That has started with this edition. 
Whilst we do not wish to lose contact with our members 
we must face financial realities and it is not fair that those 
of us who do pay our membership dues, subsidise those 
who do not. Those members in arrears will remain on our 
database and will receive Tiger Tales again once they 
have paid up. The 5RAR Association fees are the lowest 
of all RAR battalion associations and have not increased 

for many years. Your committee has considered this mat-
ter and we will most likely announce a small increase in 
fees at the general meeting during our 2010 reunion. Any 
increase however, will not take effect until the end of the 
current three year membership period in Feb 2011. 
Our Treasurer Ron Hamlyn does an excellent job in man-
aging our financial affairs and as a committee we have to 
monitor our priorities for expenditure.  Our main source of 
income remains membership fees which is supplemented 
by sales of memorabilia and some interest on invest-
ments. All of this has to be managed over each three year 
membership period.  
The 40th anniversary of the battle of Binh Ba is being 
commemorated in June and a grant has been approved 
by the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs under the govern-
ments Saluting Their Service program.  Full details on 

(Continued on page 2) 



2 HISTORY OF 5RAR’S COLOURS 

The original Queen’s & Regimental Colours of 5RAR 
were presented at Holsworthy by the Governor of NSW, 
Sir Roden Cutler on 29 October 1967 after the battalion 
returned from its first tour of Vietnam. When linking with 
7RAR occurred on 3rd December 1973, the colours of 
5RAR & 7RAR were not laid-up, but were retained in the 
custody of 5/7RAR, with both sets being paraded on cere-
monial occasions. 
 Without knowledge that 5/7RAR would eventually delink, 
new colours were presented to 5/7RAR by the Governor-
General, Major General Michael Jeffery in Darwin on 3 
December 2003 (the birthday of 5/7RAR). The original 
colours of 5RAR and 7RAR were then laid-up together at 
the Soldiers’ Chapel, Kapooka on 23 April 2004.  The 
Queen’s colours of both battalions were the last to have 
the Union Jack rather than the Australian flag. 
 Delinking of 5/7RAR occurred on 3 December 2006 and 
it was not feasible for the two re-raised units (5RAR & 
7RAR) to share the Colours. On 14 April 2007, the Tiger 
Battalion rededicated itself to its original colours in a sun-
set ceremony at Cultana Field Training Area SA, prior to 
the deployment of Battle Group Tiger to Iraq. 5RAR is the 
first unit in the Australian Army to rededicate itself to its 
original colours. The 5/7RAR Colours, although only three 
years old, were then laid up at Kapooka on 3 December 
2007. The deteriorating condition of the original colours 
was such that new colours were presented to 5RAR in 
Darwin on 5 June 2008 by His Honour Mr Tom Pauling 
QC, the Administrator of the Northern Territory. The origi-
nal colours were returned to the Soldiers’ Chapel, Ka-
pooka on 20 November 2008.  

activities, arrangements and point of contact are located 
in this edition (see page 4). 
Arrangements are well underway for our 45th anniversary 
major reunion in the Gold Coast/Twin Towns area next 
February and I thank Bruce Schmidtchen and his team for 
the many hours they are putting in to ensure the success 
of the reunion.  Again the committee has made a decision 
that only financial members of the Association can attend. 
We can all help to ensure maximum attendance by con-
tacting our old platoon and company mates and encour-
aging them to attend. I ask you all to assist the organisers 
by paying your reunion costs as early as possible as we 
do have to provide significant deposits to secure venues 
well in advance. That can happen from now by complet-
ing the registration form enclosed with this edition. 

Roger Wainwright, President. 

(Continued from page 1) 

A COPY CAT! 
Eve and I were recently holidaying in New Zealand; and 
on Sunday 1st March 09, we were on a catamaran cruise 
in the Bay of Islands. We had stopped at one of the is-
lands for morning tea; and it was not until we were re-
boarding, that I noticed the name of the catamaran. Note 
the attached photo !!! 

Max Carroll, 1966/67 

The Regimental Colours 

NEW 5RAR ASSOCIATION BANNER 

The 5RAR Association Banner incorporates the opera-
tional deployments of the original 5RAR (Vietnam) prior to 
linking with 7RAR, the period of 5/7RAR and the new era 
of 5RAR (since Dec 2006). The National RAR Association 
considers that to be consistent, the history of the linked 
battalions (5/7RAR) should be incorporated into the ban-
ners as this is an essential part of the complete history of 
5RAR. This is consistent with the approach of the other 
battalions that were linked (2/4RAR and 8/9 RAR). 
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5RAR ASSOCIATION 45th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

GOLD COAST/TWEED HEADS 
26 FEBRUARY — 01 MARCH 2010 

The 5RAR Association 45th Anniversary Reunion is now less than a year away, planning is progressing satisfactorily and 
we look forward to an enjoyable and successful reunion. The following is an update and clarification of some items that 
may have caused some confusion. This reunion is open to all financial 5RAR Association members (see Presidents 
Message). 
An Attendance and Memorabilia Order Form is included with this issue of Tiger Tales, please ensure that you do not 
discard it with the address sheet. This Form is also available in PDF Format on the 5RAR Website.  
Members and guests have three choices of attendance:  
1. Attending the functions to be held at Twin Towns Services Club at a cost of $70.  
2. Attending the Reunion 2010 Dinner at a cost of $110.  
3. Attending both at a cost of $180.  
Reunion Name Badges will identify those members and guests who have paid for all functions, or for only some of the 
functions.  
This Reunion will run over a period of 4 days from Friday 26 February until Monday 1 March 2010 with functions occur-
ring, with possible minor amendments, in the sequence that follows; 

Friday 26 February.  
• 10:00 to 14:00 hours — Registration and collection Name Badges (Badges will be required for entry to each func-

tion). Terraces Room, Twin Towns Services Club, Tweed Heads, NSW.  

• 15:00 to 18:00 hours — Meet & Greet and Welcome Function, Stars Room, Twin Towns Services Club. Finger 
food and four free drinks (by Coupon, Excluding Spirits) supplied and then Cash Bar operates. Strict access 
control by Name Badge. 

Saturday 27 February. 
• 09:00 to 10:30 hours — 5RAR Association General Meeting, Anzac Room, Twin Towns Services Club. Tea, Cof-

fee and biscuits supplied. 

• 11:00 to 13:00 hours — Collection of Information Package and pre-ordered Memorabilia, Terraces Room, Twin 
Towns Services Club. 

• 13:00 to 17:00 hours — Sub-unit Functions, room allocations to be advised, Twin Towns Services Club. Finger 
food supplied and Cash Bar operates. Both Tours combined into Company groups, members who served with 
more than one sub-unit can move between groups. Strict access control by Name Badge. 

Sunday 28 February. 
• Free day to arrange your own activities i.e. sightseeing, social activities, shopping, golf, bowls, etc. 

Monday 1 March. 
• 10:00 to 11:00 hours — Memorial Service and Dedication 

of Plaque to 5RAR members, Chris Cunningham Park, 
immediately adjacent to Twin Towns Services Club, 
Tweed Heads. Limited seating available, tea, coffee and 
biscuits supplied.  

• 18:30 to 22:30 hours — 45th Anniversary Dinner, Gold 
Coast Convention Centre, Broadbeach, QLD. 3 course sit 
down dinner including a drinks package of red wine, 
white wine, sparkling wine, beers, soft drink and juice. 
This venue requires final guest totals at least 6 weeks 
prior to the dinner so, unfortunately no bookings can be 
accepted after 31 December 2009. Strict access con-
trol by Colour Coded Name Badge. Bus transport from 
Tweed Heads to the Convention Centre, and return, will 
be provided at minimal cost to attendees. 

*  *  *  *  *   
For your accommodation at the Reunion in 2010 follow ONLY one of these suggestions: 
1. SALT Reunion Central can organise your accommodation for you at any of their group of associated hotels and 

motels.  Their accommodation rates are heavily discounted.  If you wish to use SALT Reunion Central for your 
(Continued on page 4) 

Chris Cunningham Park, Tweed Heads, the site for the Com-
memoration and Plaque Dedication. 
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accommodation needs, go to the SALT site (http://salt.affordableholidays.com.au/salt/reunion_central/) and com-
plete the required detail, or contact Sharon Johnson on 1300 797 577 or by email at 
SALT@affordableholidays.com.au.  You purchase an accommodation voucher from them, which comes off your 
accommodation costs, and they will arrange your accommodation for you.  Their vouchers are only of use if you 
are arranging your accommodation through SALT Reunion Central. If you wish to receive no mailings from SALT 
Reunion Central, click on the “Unsubscribe” link on their email and you will be removed from their database. 

2. Outrigger Twin Towns Resort is part of the Twin Towns Club complex, the hosting venue of the majority of the 
reunion activities. The resort boasts stylishly appointed hotel rooms and fully self-contained one, two & three bed-
room suites and penthouses across the Ocean and Harbour Towers. Rooms feature private balconies and most 
with sensational views. Outrigger Twin Towns Resort is offering heavily discounted accommodation rates to our 
Association members attending the 5RAR Reunion 2010. If you wish to stay at this resort contact Erica Sellinger, 
Group Accommodation Coordinator on (07) 5506 6281 or by email at twintowns.conf@outrigger.com.au. If you 
are staying at Twin Towns you DO NOT need to contact or register with SALT Reunions.   

3. You may make your own arrangements and stay wherever you like, without contacting either SALT Reunion Cen-
tral or Outrigger Twin Towns Resort. The Association website has a list of caravan parks in the surrounding areas. 

  *  *  *  *   
Memorabilia items will be available (see back page for details), to minimise the cost of these items, they need to be or-
dered from the manufacturer by late August. Therefore we must receive your order and payment for any memorabilia 
that you require by 25 August 2009, orders cannot be taken after that date. Collect orders at the Reunion. 
We look forward to renewing old friendships, creating new ones and reliving the sense of camaraderie that has been 
engendered by our experience of belonging to an elite group of men, The Tigers. 

45th Anniversary Reunion Committee. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Date Time Event Remarks 
Fri 5 June 8.30 AM Australian War Memorial Symposium on Battle of Binh Ba 

Location: BAE Systems Theatre at AWM 
Limited seating only. Nomi-
nate through sub-unit POC. 

Fri 5 June Evening Unit/sub-unit informal gatherings 
Location: As advised by unit reps 

  

Sat 6 June 2.00 PM National Commemorative Ceremony 
Location: Vietnam National Memorial ANZAC Parade 

All welcome 

Sat 6 June 6.00 PM Combined arms reception & dinner 
Location: Rydges Lakeside Hotel 

Cost: $55 per person 

40th COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF BINH BA 
The Battle of Binh Ba was one of the major battles fought by Australian troops during the Vietnam War.   To commemo-
rate the 40th anniversary of this battle a number of events will be held in Canberra on 5-6 June 2009.  The Department of 
Veteran Affairs (DVA) is providing a grant to assist in funding these events under the government’s Saluting Their Ser-
vice program 

Events 
The planning of these events is being undertaken by a combined arms committee representing all units who were in-
volved in the battle.  The events are: 

The official reception, which is funded by the Australian Government, has a one hour drink package and finger food.    
The dinner, which follows the reception at Rydges Lakeside, consists of three courses with a three hour drink package.    
The planning committee, with support from DVA, has managed to keep the cost of the combined arms dinner to a very 
reasonable $55 per person.     

 Attendance 
If you do wish to attend the activities, you are requested to contact your sub-unit representative whose details can be 
found at the end of this article.  He will then provide you with further information as required.  Please note that partners 
are welcome at all activities. 

Travel and Accommodation 
Travel to and from Canberra as well as accommodation will be your own responsibility.  Rydges Lakeside Hotel, London 
Circuit, Canberra City has put aside 115 rooms at a discounted rate of $99 per night, if you require Thursday check-in 
the agreed rate for this night is $157. A $15 breakfast buffet is also available. This hotel is the venue for the combined 

5RAR ASSOCIATION 45th ANNIVERSARY REUNION GOLD 
COAST/TWEED HEADS - (Cont) 
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DISCLAIMER 
The 5RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they 
accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions 
published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor. 

arms reception and dinner, so accommodation bookings are likely to fill quickly.  If you wish to book at Rydges Lakeside 
the contact number is (02) 6247 6244.   Ask for “Rydges Lakeside In-house Accommodation” and then ask for the Binh 
Ba Reunion discounted room rate of $99. 

Dress 
Jacket & tie are the preferred dress for the Commemorative Service and the dinner.  Medals should be worn for the 
Commemorative Service and medals or miniatures for the dinner.   Sub-unit functions are neat casual dress. 

Costs and Payment 
Your travel and accommodation costs are your own responsibility.   If you wish to attend the reception and dinner the 
cost is $55 per person.   Payment must be paid in advance so it would be appreciated if you could make an electronic 
deposit to the Defence Force Credit Union (DEFCREDIT), Royal Military College (RMC) Duntroon, A.C.T. 2600.    
Please ensure your name is clearly identified. 

BSB: 803205  Account No. 20780011 Name of Account: Binh Ba Commemorative Planning Committee.       
If you don’t wish to make an electronic deposit then please forward the appropriate amount ($55 per person), by cheque 
or postal note, to the Binh Ba Commemorative Planning Committee, PO Box 3500, WESTON CREEK, A.C.T. 2611.   

Points of Contact 
To find out more details and/or register attendance, please contact your sub-unit representative as detailed below. 

Conclusion 
The commemorative activities on 5-6 June 2009 will be an important occasion to officially recognise those veterans who 
participated in this significant battle.  The planning committee hopes you will be able to attend and looks forward to 
meeting you in June. 

CONTACTS FOR UNIT ASSOCIATIONS  
Unit                       Contact              Phone     Email 
1Armd Regt  Greg Hooper (03) 3793 8131 ferriscreek@dragnet.com.au 
    John Brooker (0401) 738 683 JohnBrooker45@aol.com 
3 Cav Regt  Ray DeVere (07) 3300 4110 ray.devere@bigpond.com 
                                    or (0407) 690 467 
    Chris Heaney (02) 6291 8341 Chris.Heaney@ap.jll.com 
105 Battery  Paul Stevens (02) 6289 6477 jphpstevens@bigpond.com 
    Peter Groves (02) 6288 3415 rivers@netspeed.com.au  

1 Fd Sqn RAE  John Kemp (02) 6288 3428 jmjhkemp@bigpond.net.au 
5RAR  B Coy Barry Ryan (08) 8341 0364 lynneryan@austarnet.com.au  
   D Coy Ray Ward (08) 9243 3207 c42ward@bigpond.net.au  
      or (0409) 426 677 
   10 Pl  Bernie Pye  (02) 6242 4210 berniepye@bigpond.com  
      or 0424 701 784 
   11 Pl  Ray Ward  (08) 9243 3207 c42ward@bigpond.net.au 
      or 040 942 6677 
   12 Pl Bruce Heron  (03) 6428 2010 nene@netspace.net.au   
      or 0417 584 967 
   CHQ D Coy Peter (Doc) Jones      (07) 3279-1428 
   Aslt Pnr Pl Ian Ward (08) 8821 1740  ianwward@internode.on.net  
   Aslt Pnr Pl Doug Kent                   (07) 5428 3106 
   All others Barry Morgan (02) 6255 4531 bm126489@bigpond.net.au  
Secretariat  Jan Properjohn (02) 6288 7292 jproperjohn@internode.on.net 
      or 0410 488 729 

Barry Morgan, 5RAR Association Member, Binh Ba Commemorative Planning Committee 
Phone: (02) 6255 4531 Fax: (02) 6255 4532 Email: bm126489@bigpond.net.au  

40th COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF BINH BA - (Cont) 
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CO 5RAR REPORT 

Fellow Tigers, it is my happy duty to report that the 44th 
anniversary of the raising of the 5th Battalion of the Royal 
Australian Regiment sees us as busy as ever. 
Since Jake Ellwood last wrote of the Battalion’s activities 
in the December issue of Tiger Tales much has changed. 
In East Timor, where the Battalion commands and pro-
vides the majority of soldiers for the Battle Group opera-
tions, the Tigers have continued to support multinational 
efforts to maintain peace and stability. This has involved 
the usual raft of patrols by day and night, mounted and 
dismounted, through rural and urban terrain. The soldiers 
engage with all kinds of people from the local market stall 
holder to the District Administrator.  They aim to gain 
awareness of what is happening around them and, when 
required, intervene in security incidents where the local 
forces are not able to calm the situation – happily, not a 
common occurrence.  Many people are likening the op-
erational environment in East Timor to Malaya in the late 
70’s and early 80’s with the focus now being supporting 
the police efforts rather than independent military opera-
tions.  This has afforded us the time and space to do 
some skills training in-between our security responsibili-
ties. 

Of course to simply deploy the Battalion on one operation 
would be too simple a task for 5 RAR. We also have sol-
diers serving in Baghdad as part of the Security Detach-
ment protecting the Australian Embassy staff as well as a 
mortar section and a number of officers and senior NCOs 
serving with the Mentoring and Reconstruction Task 
Force (MRTF) in Afghanistan. From all reports, all of the 
Tigers are performing to an excellent standard and safe-
guarding the traditions of the Battalion, including giving it 
to the ‘Pigs’ of 7 RAR who are commanding the MRTF. 
Our Australian home, Binh Ba Lines in Darwin, is by no 
means a ghost town. Battle Group Rear is currently train-
ing almost 100 recently graduated recruits in infantry 
skills so they can become the next generation of Tigers. 

5RAR (Mech) 

TROOPS BACK FROM TIMOR 
Continued stability in East Timor has allowed for a 
company-sized group (5RAR Charlie Coy) of about 101 
ADF soldiers to return to Australia late last month 
(January) after a four-month deployment. 
The adjustment in the ADF's deployment in East Timor 
was announced last October. 
Commander 1 Bde Brig Michael Krause and De-
fence Science and Personnel Minister Marren 
Snowdon met members of the returning 5RAR contin-
gent at Darwin Airport to thank them for their service. 
LTCOL Darren Huxley, CO East Timor Battle 
Group, said the soldiers had "played an important role 
in East Timor's growth as a nation over the last year". 
"The security situation is vastly improved and local forces 
are now taking on more responsibility." he said. 

The soldiers were awarded the ASM with East Timor 
clasp In Dili. 
Courtesy of  “ARMY” The Soldiers Newspaper.     Photo LS Helen Frank 

Charlie Company is also now at home, having returned 
from East Timor in January 2009, and has begun training 
to remediate the Battalion’s mechanised warfighting ca-
pability. They will lead the charge of the 1st Brigade on 
Exercise TALISMAN SABRE in the middle of the year 
while the rest of us finish our tours. 
We look forward to returning home from all corners of the 
globe in the coming months, while ensuring that we con-
tinue to uphold the Traits of the Tiger: Mission Focussed, 
Combat Ready and Fiercely Loyal. I look forward to meet-
ing as many of you as possible at the Battle of Binh Ba 
commemorations later this year, and wish you all the 
best, wherever your Tiger Lair may be. 

LTCOL Darren Huxley 

5RAR 'Mascot' at Xmas with some of the boys on a carrier at 
Camp PHOENIX, Dili.  

Members of the Supervisor Infantry Operations - Section (SIO-S) 
course, or Subject Two for Corporal after their field phase.  



7 
4 PL 1st TOUR REUNION 

The 4 Platoon 1st tour re-union, in Mt Gambier SA, was a 
great success and the organising of the whole get to-
gether was superb thanks to Graham “Smiley" Growden, 
4 Platoon both tours, and Robert Sandow brother of Rich-
ard Sandow KIA 21st Feb 1967. 
Our thanks must go to the Mayor and Councillors of Mt 
Gambier for the civic reception given to the members of 4 
Platoon and their wives, to the members of the local SA 
Country Fire Service and their good ladies, for looking 
after us and putting on a great  BBQ. We also must ex-
tend our thanks to the Mt Gambier RSL club members 
and Ladies Auxiliary for putting on 2 terrific meals, lunch 
on the 21st of February after our memorial service, and 
then dinner on Sunday 22nd. These meals were prepared 
under very difficult conditions as their kitchen and Bistro 
were being refurbished at the time. 
Once again Doctor Tony White and his good Lady were 
able to attend and again his professional services were 
required as Bob Turner had a nasty fall and spent two 
nights in hospital. Mick Dwyer, and his good lady were 
able to make the trip from the Blue Mountains and Mick 
met up with several of the guys he had not seen since 
1967. Other members in attendance were Neil McKenzie, 
Phil Collins , Doug Mann, Dave McMillan, Janine Car-
ruthers and Husband Ted, Gerry Bruin, Tony Nieuwen-
hout, John Muir, Nev “Bluey” Bryant, Ron "Doc" Nichols 
(Company Medic), Terry Duffy and John Nyhuis. 

As always, the week’s get-together was over far too 
quickly, and we are all looking forward to our next reunion 
which is being organised by Tony Nieuwenhout for 2011 
in Yarrawonga. 

John Nyhuis, 4 Platoon 1966/67 

4 Platoon (1st Tour) members at the Memorial to the Fallen in Mt 
Gambier during their reunion in February. 

ALL EYES ON TOP NEW TIGER 
5RAR has started the year roaring, with the battalion 
having a change of command. 
LTCOL Darren Huxley became the newest big cat to 

lead "Tiger Battalion" and East Timor Battle Group 5 dur-
ing a small ceremony in Dili on January 6. 

The former Deputy Director Military Strategic 
Commitments Branch replaces LTCOL Jake Ell-
wood, who has been CO 5RAR since December 2006 
and was the initial commander of East Timor Battle 
Group 5. 
 It's a job he's very happy to take on. 
“To command 5RAR is the greatest honour that I could 
have hoped for," LTCOL Huxley said. 
"It's a Battalion with a proud history - we have a 
great heritage to uphold. With successive deployments 
in Iraq and East Timor, I can say that the current gen-
eration of Tigers is doing a fantastic job." 
Members of the battle group paraded for the official hand-
over ceremony, which included the exchanging of the bat-
talion's CO sword. 
Taking command of a battalion on operations is a 
challenge for any officer, but it's one that LTCOL Huxley 
is relishing. "Any commander worth his salt should jump 
at the opportunity to lead soldiers on operations and I’m 
humbled that I have been given this responsibility. 
With elements of 5RAR deployed on three different op-
erations, LTCOL Huxley is looking forward to tapping into 
the diverse operational experiences of his soldiers and 
using it to build upon the proud history of the battalion. 

"It will be our task to harness this wide variety of experi-
ence and re-establish our core warfighting skills once we 
all return to Darwin." 

By Capt Simone Heyer. “Army” The Soldiers Newspaper.  
Photo Sgt Katrina Johnson 

On guard: Members of East Timor Battle Group 5 watch on as the 
5RAR sword is passed from outgoing CO LTCOL, Jake Ellwood, 
left, to LTCOL Darren Huxley.                                                      

5RAR (Mech) - Cont. 



8 AROUND THE STATES 

WA 

BATTALION BIRTHDAY 
The Battalion Birthday was celebrated, on Sunday 1 
March, at the Bayswater Hotel here in Perth. What a 
great turn up with over 60 members and partners and a 
special visit from Michael Von Berg and Bill Harvey who 
were here for the funeral of Peter Fraser MM. 
Also great to see new faces Blue Mulby and Geoff and 
Sharon Sutton attending, they all said they will come to 
more functions . 
With the large number of attendees there was lots of 
noise and laughter, the Tigers have not lost their stamina. 
Included in this group were four Subalterns from 1966/67, 
Greg Negus, Harry Neesham, Michael Von Berg and Dar-
ryl Lovell (see photo below). The Bar Manager was very 
happy as he had to call in 4 extra staff to keep up with our 
orders. 

Darryl Lovell made the toast to the Battalion and Michael 
Von Berg toasted absent friends. 
Bill and Janet Gilders are the new President and Secre-
tary of the 5RAR WA Branch Caravan Club. They have 
invited any Tigers to join them on a trip up to 80 Mile 
Beach leaving at the end of June 2009. 
This was one of the best days we have had, starting at 
11.30 am and finishing soon after 5pm. There is still 
plenty of spirit left in us "Old Tigers", and yes, it is ‘The 
Wild, Wild West!!’. 

ANZAC DAY 2009 
This ANZAC Day, Perth will have the honour of it’s march 
being led by Trooper Mark Donaldson, VC, the first recipi-
ent of the Victoria Cross for Australia, created in 1991. 
Roger Wainwright, our Association President, will hope-
fully be joining us from Canberra, and Geoff Pearson, our 
Secretary, will join us from Sydney. Also Peter Molloy, 
who was wounded in a mine incident in the Long Hai Hills 
in July 1969, is travelling from Queensland to join us. 
The Defence Force contingents step-off at 9:20 a.m. from 
Langley Reserve followed by the Ex-Services contingents 
at 9:40 a.m. The service will follow at 11:00 a.m. when all 
Units and Associations are assembled at The Esplanade. 

NEW QLD REPRESENTATIVE 
We must extend our thanks to Kel Ryan who has advised 
us that he will have to step down as our 5RAR Represen-
tative in Queensland. This is not surprising as Kel has 
many responsibilities in the veteran community, including 
the role of Vice President RAR Association Queensland. 
The Qld RAR Association is currently the Secretariat of 
the Australia wide RAR Association and so his close con-
tact with our Association will remain. 
Bruce Schmidtchen, a member of the National Commit-
tee, will step in to fill this vacancy until the 45th Anniver-
sary Reunion in 2010. We are looking for a member to fill 
this position in March 2010, if you are at all interested 
please contact Bruce Schmidtchen.  

 *  *  *  *    
Thanks to Kel for his efforts over the past few years as 
Queensland Representative and we wish him well in his 
future pursuits.  I have taken the chair from Kel in the in-
terim until Reunion 2010, where I will be asking the Qld 
members to elect a new State Rep.  This will be done 
immediately following the General Meeting of the 5RAR 
Assoc on Sat 28 Feb 2010.  So all Queenslanders will be 
asked to remain behind from the General Meeting for a 
few minutes. 
The Gold Coast has been chosen as the location for Re-
union 2010, and we are looking for the maximum number 
of Queensland members to attend.  If you are unable to 
do so, please encourage your mates to attend.  There is a 
detailed report elsewhere in Tiger Tales (pages 3/4) to 
which you can refer for more information.   
ANZAC Day is the next big event, and for those in the SE 
corner the Brisbane details are listed below.  We are hop-
ing there will be a new 5RAR banner for us to march be-
hind.  It will include, as well as Vietnam, the more recent 
theatres of operation in Timor, Afghanistan, Iraq, Solo-
mon Is, Rwanda, Timor-Leste and RCB Malaysia.  The 
5RAR colour patch has also been added to the banner.  
So come along and have a look at your new banner.  Last 
year I promised the Band Pl they could carry the banner 
this year, so that will be an added bonus for them.  For all 
of those within striking distance of Brisbane please make 
the effort to attend the march this year, and also the so-
cial gathering at 6RAR SGT’s Mess at Enoggera after the 
march.  There are buses from the finish point of the 
march that will take you to 6RAR and getting home can 

(Continued on page 9) 

QLD 

The Post March function will be held at “43 Be-
low” (formerly Bar on Barrack), 43 Barrack St, Perth, 
starting after the Service. All members and partners are 
welcome and we look forward to downing a few ales and 
enjoying the day with friends. 

Alan McNulty 
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be either taxi or a short walk (about 1km) to the Enoggera 
train and bus station. 

DAWN SERVICE  
All are welcome to attend the Dawn Service at the Con-
templation Building, The RAR National Memorial Walk, 
Lavarack Parade Gallipoli Barracks. 
Timings: 
0430 Assemble for Gunfire Coffee  
0500 Seated 
0505 Service Commences 
0600 Gunfire Breakfast at 6 RAR OR’s Mess (small 
charge) 
Dress: Coat and tie or smart casual with medals 
If you wish to lay a wreath please advise Greg Decker 
serectary.rarassociationqld@gmail.com   or  Ron Goodall 
rj.goodall@bigpond.com  no later than 20 April 2009 

BRISBANE CITY MARCH 
All are welcome to participate in the march.  
All RAR person’s marching are requested to assemble at 
the FUP (Cnr George and Charlotte St) at 1000, Step off 
at 1100 (subject to change). 
Transport to FUP by individual’s own means. Dress is 
jacket & tie or smart casual with medals 
Transport to Enoggera by bus from Eagle Street, use lane 
way from Queens St. Cost $5.00 

REUNION 
All are welcome to attend Association’s Reunion at The 
Long Tan SGT’s Mess at 6RAR SGT’s Mess from 1200. 

Bruce Schmidtchen 

(Continued from page 8) 

AROUND THE STATES - (Cont) 

ACT 

ANZAC DAY 2009 – CANBERRA 
The ANZAC Dawn Service will be held at the Australian 
War Memorial at 0530 hours. 
 The Anzac Day March details are as follows: 

• The RAR Association forms up on the left side of An-
zac Parade between the Korean and Vietnam Memorials 
on ANZAC Parade, from 0945 to 1015 hours.  Keep an 
eye out for the RAR Association banner.  Be early and 
take the time to chat with visitors and mates. 

• The March will begin at 1030 hours and conclude 
around 1145 hours. 
Vehicles will be available for those who find it difficult to 
march the distance.  These vehicles will be located at the 
top of ANZAC Parade, on the right hand side. 
The format is similar to that of previous years and, once 
again, the Australian War Memorial is providing tiered 

seating for veterans following the march. The usual ar-
rangements will be in place for toilets and water points. 
After the march past when you reach the seating it is im-
portant you follow the directions of the ushers and re-
member the seating is for marchers only, not NOK.  NOK 
can obtain seating tickets by contacting the Australian 
War Memorial. 
After the march, the RAR Association holds informal, self-
funded drinks at Olims Hotel, in the Carlton Room, on 
Limestone Avenue, within easy walking distance of the 
Australian War Memorial.   Finger food is provided and 
the RAR Association usually runs a raffle.   Lunch is avail-
able for purchase from the hotel bistro.   

Barry Morgan 

NSW 

The 5RAR Form Up Point for this years Sydney ANZAC 
Day March is at the corner of O’Connell & Bent Sts. The 
Anzac Day March Committee have advised that the RAR 
has moved to an earlier start time, but this would not be 
earlier than 10.30am 
The Post March Reunion for 5RAR members will be held 
at the Crown Hotel, Cnr Elizabeth and Goulburn Sts, Syd-
ney and all members are welcome. 

Geoff Pearson 

SA - NT 

Adelaide Details 
• Individuals should attend the Dawn Service in their 

most convenient location. 

• Assemble for the march outside the Griffins Head 
Hotel (some assemble inside) approx. 9:30am. 

•  We anticipate step off around 10:15 - 10:30 and 
completion of the march around 11:15 - 11:30. 

• Post march we will gather at the Lion Hotel in Mel-
bourne Street, North Adelaide.  For any interstate 
visitors the Lion Hotel is within easy walking dis-
tance from where the march finishes. 

Darwin Details 
• 0500 hours - Gunfire Breakfast, Darwin RSL Club. 

• 0600 hours - Dawn Service, the Darwin Cenotaph. 

• 0700 hours - ANZAC Day Church Service at St 
Marys Cathedral, Darwin. 

• 0900 hours - ANZAC Day March FUP as in previ-
ous years. 

Barry Ryan 
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Quote: “Infantry men are they who in the frosts and 
storms of night watch over the sleep of camps, climb un-
der fire the steepest crests, fight and die, without their 
voluntary sacrifice receiving the award of heroism."  

General Fransico Franco, Diario de Una Bandera (1922) 

TAS 

Well fellow Tigers here we are again, it only seems like 
yesterday we were wrapping up for Christmas and now 
we're a short step away from Anzac Day. 

2008 finished with a cou-
ple of events which 
should rate a mention. 
The dynamic duo of 
Gerry Coret and John 
Smee took themselves 
off to Hollybank Forest 
Reserve and after under-
going safety training were 
hooked up to a type of 
flying fox and spent the 
next two hours travelling 
through the tree tops 
some 50 metres above 
the forest floor and at 
times up to 60 KPH, an 
awesome experience I 
can tell you, beats 
Canungra for a heart 
stopping exercise!! 

Our end of year B.B.Q was held at the Lilydale country 
home of Anne Youl and Gerry Coret, the group in atten-
dance were Irvine and Julie Brooks, John and Wendy 
Smee, Kevin Mulligan sans his better half Lyn who was 
visiting family in N.S.W. A good time was had by those at 
the function and the empty beer, wine and other bottles 
are a good indication of how good it was. Breakfast the 
next morning was a rather subdued affair, thank you 
Anne and Gerry for opening up your home to us. 
The 23rd of March will see the Christmas group travelling 
to the East coast for a weeks stay at Scamander, during 
our time there we will attempt to catch up with our mem-
bers who reside in that area so all you locals keep your 
eye out for us. 
Anzac Day 2009 will be held at Launceston again, we 
would like to travel but we don't seem to get any re-
sponse from our members in other areas, any way while 
our numbers equate to an Infantry section we are big in 
spirit. 
Now on another note, 
one of our members 
David Brooks (5RAR 
2nd Tour) who has, after 
quite a lot of effort and 
extreme hard work, 
opened a Veterans & 
Community Wood Cen-
tre, called “The Shed”, 
and is a finalist in the 
Community Awards for 
New Projects. The 
Shed is there to assist/

or be engaged in helping members to either learn a new 
skill in woodworking or for the more experienced to men-
tor those of us who can't drive a nail into butter. Any of 
you blokes in the Launceston area or only a short drive 
away and wish to know more call David on (03) 6331-
5151 or (04) 0955-0187. Good luck David. 
Well as they say at the end of the old cartoon shows 
“That’s all Folks" we hope to catch up with you either on 
the east coast or on Anzac Day. 

John Smee 

Neville Lockhart, David Brooks, Ge-
rald Powell and Pam Brooks of “The 
Shed” with their Finalist Certificate 

Gerry Coret flying high! 

AROUND THE STATES - (Cont) 

VIC 

The arrangements for ANZAC Day this year are much the 
same as they are for every year, but in case your memory 
is as bad as mine, here is an ‘aide-memoir’.  

Dawn Service & Gunfire Breakfast  
The Dawn Service starts at 0600 hrs and will go for about 
15 to 20 minutes after which the RSL will put on a Gunfire 
Breakfast from 0615 to 0800.  This will be in vicinity of the 
roundabout that links Anzac Avenue and Linlithgow Ave-
nue.  The RSL would like at least a gold coin donation, 
and would appreciate that and a bit more. 

Anzac Day March (Melbourne) 
The RAR contingent will step off at 1140 Collins Street 
East – near Baptist Church (up from the Town Hall). This 
year 5RAR will be towards the end of the RAR section. 

5 RAR Post March Reunion 
Traditionally the Melbourne Old Tigers have done their 
post march jawboning at the Duke of Kent Hotel in La 
Trobe Street, slightly West of Elizabeth Street (opposite 
the Department of Veteran’s Affairs). 

Other News: 
Talking of old Tigers (or should that be elderly Tigers), 
since the last edition I have had a number of responses.  
One matter that has come to light is the standing within 
the Association of some former members.  Like many 
others, I have tended to think in terms of whether a Tiger 
served on the first tour or on the second tour, or on both 
tours.  Spare a thought for a Tiger who didn’t serve over-
seas with us, who nevertheless was part of the unit at the 
time of its raising back in March 1965; others served with 
battalion between tours and other have served since.   
We are all members of the 5RAR family. We few, we 
happy few, we band of brothers. 

Doug Bishop 
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Linden Arthur 'Lin' Cameron was born at Warracknabeal, 
Victoria, in March 1918. He was working as a clerk, and 
serving with a local Militia unit, prior to enlisting the AIF in 
November 1939. He joined 2/5 Infantry Battalion with the 
service number VX3347, and was commissioned in the 
same unit in March 1941, serving throughout the cam-
paigns in Libya, Greece and Syria before returning to 
Australia in July 1942.  
In New Guinea, he initially led 10 Platoon of D Company, 
and later, with the rank of Captain, became company 
commander. Cameron was awarded the Military Cross 
following an action on 8 February 1943 at Crystal Creek, 
in the Wau-Salamaua area.  
In 1945, for his courage and leadership of D Company at 
Perembil, in the Aitape-Wewak region, he was awarded a 
Bar to the Military Cross, becoming one of only 16 Austra-
lians to receive the MC twice during the Second World 
War. He remained in the Army post-war, eventually taking 
his discharge in 1948. Lin Cameron died at his home at 
Dunkeld, Victoria, in March 1986.  
At the time of his death, he had been contributing to the 
production of 2/5 Battalion's history 'All the King's Ene-
mies', which was published in 1988.  
The citation for the MC reads as follows: 'Date:- 8 Feb 43. 
Place:- Crystal Creek. Two enemy MMG's in position on a 
high ridge had prevented the advance of B Coy whose 
task was to advance to, and clear the area up to Crystal 
Creek. These enemy guns commanded the approach 
along the track and could not be neutralised from the po-
sition gained on the previous day's operations, being en-
tirely hidden from that position. Mortar fire was brought to 
bear on the areas, but Lt Cameron found that although 
one gun had been neutralised, other guns were still firing 
with effect. In the face of heavy enemy MMG and gre-
nade fire, and without calling for further Mortar support, Lt 
Cameron led his men up a very steep slope right into the 
centre of the enemy positions. He directed the attack on 
to both guns and personally shot ten of the enemy with 
his rifle. As a result of these enemy guns being neutral-
ised the ridge was captured and was of the greatest value 
in the ultimate success in the clearing of the whole of the 
Crystal Creek area. Without it, it would have been impos-
sible to forward supplies to part of our forces who had 
previously been cut off by the enemy and had been held 
up in operations through lack of supplies.'  
The citation for the Bar to the MC reads as follows: 'For 
outstanding leadership and personal courage when in 
Command of a Coy at Perembil on 3 Jan 45. The 2/5 
Aust Inf Bn, ordered to move Eastwards towards the 
MAPRIK area found its advance barred by a strong en-
emy position on a dominating razor-back ridge at Perem-
bil. Approach was extremely difficult and the final assault 
involved movement up a precipitous hill face. Vital to the 
success of the future operations, Perembil had to be cap-
tured and Cameron's Company was ordered to secure it. 
After quick and skilful planning, Capt. Cameron led his 
Company in the assault, drove the enemy out of Perembil 
and immediately consolidated the newly-won ground. 
During the night and day that followed, the enemy repeat-

edly counter attacked but due to Cameron's cool and cou-
rageous handling of the situation, these attacks were re-
pulsed with heavy loss to the enemy. Throughout the 
whole action, Cameron personally controlled and directed 
his men with great skill, and his fearless example and 
encouragement to his men, particularly during the strong 
enemy counter attacks, was an inspiration to all. The suc-
cessful accomplishment of the task allotted him exercised 
a definite influence on the subsequent operations.' 

Courtesy of Australian War Memorial. 

CAPT L A CAMERON, 2/5 BATTALION, AIF 

THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS -  UPDATE 
Since the last issue of Tiger Tales the 3rd edition of The 
Year of The Tigers has gone backwards and forwards 
several times between the publisher and myself, when 
printer errors have been discovered. It is now in the 
hands of the printers, hopefully for the last time, for the 
scanning of the pages ready for the final printing process. 
We are anticipating the book will now be published and 
available to Association members and the general public  
this month, April 2009. 

Essentially a pictorial 
record, this extensively 
revised and expanded 
3rd edition of a hard-
back book originally 
published in 1970, is 
about 400 pages in 
length and contains 
over 550 photographs, 
diagrams and maps, 
with many of the latest 
photos contributed by 
5RAR veterans from 
previously long forgot-
ten collections.  
It records the actions 
and achievements of 

“The Tiger Battalion” during its second tour of duty in the 
Vietnam War in 1969-70 including some new information 
about its involvement in the War (e.g., bunker systems, 
land clearing, the “Vietnamisation” or pacification pro-
gramme, mine incidents, the Tracker Platoon, the Assault 
Pioneer Platoon, MAT teams etc). The background his-
tory to the war has been updated, as has the battalion’s 
honours and awards including the citations for those who 
were mentioned in dispatches. 5RAR’s 1969 victory over 
1st Battalion 33rd NVA Regiment in the Battle of Binh Ba is 
the subject of more commentary, photographs, maps and 
diagrams. To the best of my ability I have also corrected 
the nominal roll (from conflicting data). An index is now 
included. 
I believe the book will be a worthwhile addition to the mili-
tary historian’s library as well as an essential record of 
5RAR’s deeds for the veterans themselves, their immedi-
ate families and generations to come. 

Dave Wilkins, Editor  
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2790963 BARRY BERNARD NOONAN 

24 June 1948 - 29 December 2008 

Regretfully Barry ‘Nugget’ Noonan passed away on 29 December 2008. Barry was a 14th intake 
National Serviceman who served with 1ARU, 9RAR and 1ARU again before joining 5RAR. In No-
vember 1969 he joined the battalion as a member of 2 Platoon, A Company, returning to Australia 
with the Battalion in March 1970. 
A graveside service was held in Griffith on Friday 2 January 2009. 
Another Tiger laid to rest. 

The rewarding aspect of Eric’s funeral, from my point of view, was the response of the 5RAR family and the support 
from the local sub-branch of the RSL. 
With attendees from New Zealand to WA and throughout the East coast the turnout was an example for others to follow. 
I am the past president of the Wingham RSL sub-branch and have conducted 99% of the RSL funerals from the Wing-
ham area over the past 25 years and I’ve never seen a unit response like this one. Minton was highly regarded in the 
sub branch and obviously also in his company. He was not a demonstrative person, just a conscientious reliable honest 
man. No wonder 5RAR was so highly regarded as a fighting unit if Minton was the standard.  
Eric Richardson. OC Adm Coy 2nd Tour. 

217995 ERIC JOHN MINTON 
13 December 1949 - 18 January 2009 

On Sunday 18 January, Eric John Minton died in the Manning Base Hospital (Taree, NSW), after 
losing his long and painful battle with cancer. Eric, who served with 11 Platoon, D Company was 
the youngest soldier on 5RAR’s 2nd tour of Vietnam. 
He is survived by his wife Linda and two sons. A funeral was held at the Manning and Great Lakes 
Memorial Gardens, Taree, on Friday 23 January. Approximately 35 to 40 of Eric’s 5RAR mates 
attended the service in support of his family and friends. 

May a fellow Tiger rest in peace. 

36456 RICHARD GORDON MOORE 
19 November 1941 - 6 January 2009 

We have been notified by the family of the passing of Richard (Soapy) Moore who sadly passed 
away on 6 January at Greenslopes Hospital, Brisbane. Loving father and friend of children 
Wendy, Kevin, Tony and Gary.  
Richard served with 3 Platoon, A Company until he was WIA on 10 June 1966 and he was re-
turned to Australia in July of that year. Richard returned to Vietnam again serving with Support 
Coy, 8RAR from November 1969 until March 1970. He also served in Malaya with 2RAR and 
8RAR. 
8RAR Association held a memorial service on Sunday 18 January at the Royal Australian Regi-
ment National Memorial Walk, Enoggera, Queensland. 

Lest we forget. 

5715828 NEAL ROBERT DAVIS 
22 March 1947 – 15 February 2009  

Our mate Neal (Dartsa) Davis passed away in St John of God Hospital, Bunbury, WA on 15 Feb-
ruary, after a long fight with serious illness. Neal’s funeral was attended by his family, 5RAR Ti-
gers, Vietnam Veterans and some of his mining mates from his Kalgoorlie days. An Honour 
Guard was formed by the 5RAR members and Vietnam Veterans 
We will always remember him as a tough bloke miner from Kalgoorlie who was called up for Na-
tional Service, did his initial training, was posted to C Coy of The Tiger Battalion, and was proud 
to serve his Country. He even sported a “Tiger” tattoo. He was a proud and dedicated member of 
8 Platoon (second tour). He could fight like a bag of cats, but was also the dedicated family man 
and we extend our sincere condolences to his family. 

Rest in Peace Dartsa, Don Harrod. 
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39118 MICHAEL STRATTON 
6 October 1949 - 10 January 2004 

The Association has belatedly been advised of the loss of another Tiger, Pte Michael Stratton, who passed away on 10 
January, 2004. Michael served with D Company throughout the Battalion’s 2nd tour. 
Now at rest. 

4717624 PETER FRASER MM 
8 January 1945 – 22 February 2009  

On Sunday 22 February Peter (Doc) Fraser passed away in Mandurah, WA, after a final gallant 
struggle with illness. On 17 October 1966 Peter, the stretcher bearer attached to the Anti-Tank Pl, 
was awarded the Military Medal for his action of moving into a position exposed to sniper fire, then 
using his own body as a shield, to protect a mortally wounded comrade, while giving medical aid (see 
Citation www.5rar.asn.au/history/cite_fraser.htm). Peter continued on to be the stretcher bearer for 
the Reconnaissance Platoon when it was formed later in that year. 
Peter’s funeral was held on Saturday 28 February at Karrakatta Cemetery in Perth WA. The service 
was a celebration of his life, including a letter from Peter which he wanted read out, saying where are 
the Nachos, his daughter Amanda distributed Nachos to the people to eat whilst the letter was read, 
but it was still a very moving and sad occasion. The eulogy was given by Michael von Berg and the 
5RAR Sash was presented to his wife Steff by Pete Tuck.  

2009 AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS 
Graham “Moose” Dunlop has been awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia (AOM) for his service to veterans 
through the Royal Australian Regiment Association, and to youth, particularly through Operation Flinders. “Moose” 
served with 5RAR on the Battalion’s 2nd Tour and now resides in South Australia. 
LTCOL Jake Ellwood, the immediately past CO of 5RAR, has been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) for  
displaying distinguished command and leadership in action as the Commander of Rotation Three of the Overwatch Bat-
tle Group - West (OBG(W)-3) during Operation CATALYST (Iraq). OBG(W)-3 was formed mainly by members of 5RAR. 
Our congratulations go to both of these fine Tigers. 

Those attending included Michael von Berg MC and Dennis Mills, who travelled from SA, Blue Mulby, Bill Harvey, Greg 
Negus, Dennis Rainer MC, Bob Armitage, Terry Bates, Ken Benson, Darryl Lovell, Peter Tuck, Terry Sullivan, John Hal-
liday, other members of 5 RAR and Vietnam Veterans.  

                              RIP Peter, you fought with courage, Alan McNulty  

IN THE BEGINNING 
Until 1950 the Defence Act precluded the raising of full time or 'standing' infantry, armour or cavalry unit in Australia. 
In fact, when the Darwin Mobile Force was raised in 1939, 'infantry' soldiers were actually enlisted as artillerymen - 
even using the ranks gunner and bombardier. 

Legislation prevented soldiers from serving overseas unless they specifically volunteered to do so. For this reason, on 
the outbreak of each World War, an Australian Imperial Force was raised on a volunteer basis for overseas service. 
At the end of WWII, while most soldiers simply wished to be sent home as soon as the fighting stopped, there was still 
a need for full-time soldiers for the occupation of Japan and other tasks. 
Three regular infantry battalions - the 65th, 66th and 67th - were drawn together and sent, with other arms and services, to 
Japan as the 34th Brigade, arriving in February 1946. 
Back in Australia, the war-time system of administering the army had reverted to peace-time systems with a military 
board exercising control. High on the priorities list was to raise a regular army with a field force element. Although the 
brigade in Japan was legally part of the AIF and covered under war-time legislation. Australian authorities began talking 
of it in terms of being the new regular force. 
The ‘Interim Army' was officially created in May 1946 with legislation back dated to October 1945. 

On November 23, 1948 the Australian battalions in Japan were redesignated 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the Austra-
lian Regiment and were granted the 'Royal' prefix the following year. 
Although it has not always been the case, Australia today has an all-corps army - including full-time infantry battalions - 
standing ready to commit to unrestricted service anywhere in the world. 

Courtesy of “ARMY”. The Soldiers Newspaper. 
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As with all wars, the Vietnamese war spawned a number 
of popular stories. Eight of the most common are false 
and over the next two or three issues I will publish them, 
courtesy of the author Lex McAulay. Editor. 

Myth 1: Australian arti l lery was captured by 
the enemy. 
On the 12th May 1968, the First Australian Task Force 
(1ATF) deployed to an area west of Saigon to counter 
a North Vietnamese Army (NVA) campaign against 
that city. The next morning, a strong assault was made 
against the position held by 102 Field Battery, Royal Aus-
tralian Artillery (RAA), and some headquarters elements. 
The story began soon after, and has persisted, that the 
enemy captured and dragged away some Australian artil-
lery pieces, then turned them against the Australians, and 
that the guns were later found in the bush, well away from 
the gun position. 
No Australian guns were dragged away by the NVA. The 
guns were inside earthen walls, quickly pushed up by a 
small bulldozer when 102 Battery arrived. Removing them 
would have meant hauling these heavy items up and 
over, or completely out and around, these barriers, and 
then across an area being flailed with splintex rounds 
from the other guns and from the anti-tank platoon of 
the 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR), as 
well as small-arms fire from the gunners, supporting fire 
from other artillery, and air strikes. 
The enemy did manage to reach the position of No. 6 gun 
and drive off the crew with a barrage of grenades and 
small-arms fire, but the gun was rendered inoperable by 
the gun sergeant before leaving, and the gun crew 
only went as far as the next gun position. One other gun 
was damaged by a rocket-propelled grenade. A counter-
attack with grenades cleared the No. 6 gun position and 
soon the battery was firing in response to calls from 
1RAR. 
Next day, the two damaged guns were airlifted out for 
repair, but replaced by others. 

Myth 2: Viet Cong on holiday in Vung Tau. 
The Viet Cong (VC) were widely believed to use the 
beach town of Vung Tau for rest and recreation, just as 
the Allied forces did. 
Australians told of watching Vietnamese in the black py-

MYTHS OF THE VIETNAM WAR Part 1 

jama-type clothes widely worn throughout Vietnam, with 
VC-style lapel badges, walking down the beach at Vung 
Tau from the north, towards the town area. As no fighting 
took place around the town, and as there were no terrorist 
incidents, the story soon grew that the VC enjoyed them 
selves at Vung Tau just as we did. 

Actually, one general complaint from members of the VC 
who were captured or managed to surrender was that 
they were not allowed R and R away from the unit, or 
leave to visit home, but were subject to 24-hour supervi-
sion and discipline. Unsupervised contact with family or 
friends could lead to weakening of revolutionary fervour 
and perhaps treachery. 
The VC did collect taxes and "compulsory donations" 
from businesses and people in Vung Tau, but this activity 
was conducted by trusted members of the relevant or-
ganisation. 
The "Viet Cong" seen walking down the beach, and 
around the town, in their VC-type clothes, were students 
at the training camp of the government's Revolutionary 
Development Cadre (RDC), which was located north of 
the Australian area on the Vung Tau peninsula. RDC pol-
icy was that its members were to dress like the rural local 
people, as did the VC, and go into the country areas to 
assist villagers and show how the government could help, 
to counter similar VC activity. At a distance, their RDC 
lapel badges of red and blue resembled the VC logo. 

Myth 3: Viet Cong thrown from helicopters. 
Probably the most widespread myth of the Vietnam war is 
that captured Viet Cong or NVA were thrown from heli-
copters, either to make others confess all to the interro-
gators or because the flying crew could not be bothered to 
go out of their way to deliver the prisoner. 

T h i s  i s  u n m i t i g a t e d  n o n s e n s e .  Investigative 
journalism in the US and elsewhere has revealed scan-
dals and corruption of many types, ranging from the My Lai 
massacre to PX rorting, Defence Department supply cheat-
ing and overcharging, and the wearing of unauthorised 
medals by senior officers, but no proven example of 
throwing people from helicopters has ever appeared. 

This story is repeated by people with no knowledge of 
what is involved in a prisoner being on a helicopter in the 
first place. As soon as contact with the Viet Cong began, 
a radio message was sent to alert headquarters; later 
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messages would report details of the incident. Capture of 
prisoners, whether wounded or uninjured, created a web 
of interlocking, interested staff officers, with responsibili-
ties for transporting prisoners (by air and land), guarding 
them, providing medical attention for them, and feeding 
and accommodating them; not to mention notifying the 
Republic of Vietnam (RVN) military representatives, as 
well as the Intelligence and Operations staffs. Prisoners 
thus had an instant bureaucratic identity from the moment 
of capture, and could not simply "disappear" from the sys-
tem. 

The he l i cop te rs  were  c rewed by  thousands of 
officers, NCOs (non-commissioned officers) and men of 
the US Army, Navy and Marines, RAAF and RAN. To 
cover up these alleged murders, a conspiracy of silence of 
unparalleled proportions must have existed throughout 
the Vietnam War and since. This, of course, is not possi-
ble. 

Beyond the allies, the RVN officers and men also had an 
interest in Vietnamese held by foreign forces, and 
would be unlikely to condone casual killings. Having 
suffered 90 years of a brutal French colonial rule, they 
were not about to allow fellow Vietnamese, even Viet 
Cong, to be murdered by other foreigners. 

Myth 4: 5,000 Viet Cong in tunnels waiting to massa-
cre 1RAR. 
In January 1966, 1RAR made an air assault landing which 
placed them on top of the VC headquarters for the region 
stretching from Saigon west and north to Cambodia. An 
extensive tunnel network stretching for kilometres had 
been constructed in the target area, some of it going be-
low the level of the water table. Apart from living accom-
modation, this tunnel complex held tens of thousands of 
documents and weapons, as well as food, medical supplies 
and other items. The Australian infantry and engi-
neers spent a week extracting materials from the tunnels, 
in what has been called the first strategic victory of the 
war. 

The Viet Cong later claimed that if the Australians had 
gone beyond a particular trapdoor, waiting in readiness to 
attack without mercy were hundreds, if not thousands, of 
determined Viet Cong soldiers. 

The story is nonsense: the narrow, low-roofed, poorly 
ventilated tunnels only allowed the passage of people who 
were crawling, and they were unlit and had small exits; 
the tunnels dipped, climbed and turned, with movement 
between levels through small trapdoors. It is not ex-
plained just how these hidden armed defenders 
were supposed to remain agile in their tunnel spaces, 
how they could all have breathed adequately, how they 
could have rece ived the i r  o rders ,  read ied  the i r  
weapons, then swiftly rushed 1RAR in overwhelming 
numbers. 

T h e  b a t t a l i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  delighted to be 
presented with the sight of Viet Cong climbing one-by-
one out of the tiny tunnel exits.  

To be continued. . . 

MYTHS (Cont) 

‘PICK EM UP’ 
No man who passed though 
the physical and psychologi-
cal cauldron of experience 
that seared the psyche of 
the Combat Infantry in that 
place can remain unmoved 
ever-after by the threat of a 
falling dark or the slow silent 
promise of a morning light. 
For this above all, will take 
him back to a place where 
the distance between stand-
to and the wet green folding 
curtain of night.... could be a 
lifetime. 

In late summer cricket song veranda silences I close my 
eyes and I see them, long corridors of rubber trees per-
fectly spaced, arms uplifted standing 'right dressed' drip-
ping their liquid white gold into the collection cups, and 
beyond to the blood- red earth beneath. And my memory 
calls me back to those tall proud soldiers of my youth, the 
slouch hat that could bring those men to an average 
height of 7 feet or better, the leather creak and barrack 
room clatter of their boots AB’. 
And via some hard-wired long redundant connection, l 
hear the order 'right dress'; reach out to measure the dis-
tance; Eye's right over my shoulder, and there, as if it 
were yesterday…. see the sun shine gold on the polished 
brass hat badges of 'The Regiment’. 
In the intense silent stillness of ‘Stand-to’ I hear them, see 
again the faces of those immaculate ranks; feel that pride 
I felt then as we stepped off and swung away to the sing 
song call of 'left right left'. 
I hear a muffled drum and the rhythmic check of boots 
AB' on the tarmac.... and a voice that barks ‘Pick em 
up!'.... comes drifting across all those lesser years be-
tween. 

Bob Cavill 1966/67 

VC Fresh Water Supply in the RSSZ: 

(1) The VC were able to make potable water from sea water in 
the RSSZ by the use of a primitive distillation process. This 
process will produce 10 barrels of water in an eight hour period. 

Key: 

1 - Aluminium basin 
containing cool water. 

2 - Barrel containing salt 
water. 

3 - Iron cup and flume to 
carry away distilled 
water droplets. 

4 - Fire. 

5 - Container of distilled 
fresh water. 
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10th INTAKE NASHOS REUNION 
This Reunion is to be held at Sawtell Beach Caravan 
Park, Lyons Road, SAWTELL NSW 2452 from the 14th to 
the 20th September 2009.   
For full details contact either:  
Max/Carol Dahler 07 5494-5136  mdahler@bigpond.com  
 Bill/Sandie Snape 07 4981-0127 bill.snape@hotmail.com  

7 PLATOON 2nd TOUR REUNION 
Terry Bates is planning a reunion in Western Australia, in 
July 2009, to remember and honour the KIA’s and WIA’s 
caused by the mine explosion on 4 July 1969. 
All members of the Pl and all Officers of C Coy are in-
vited to attend. 
For information contact Terry through his daughter at 
justna@bigpond.com marked for Terry’s attention. 

9 PLATOON 2nd TOUR REUNION  
Victor Harbour, S.A. 24th to 28th April 2009. 
Friday, Meet and Greet, Saturday a Dinner, 
Sunday free for wives and Monday a golf 
game. 
For information contact either; 

Bryan (Blue) Schafer, blues@tadaust.org.au  
Ron (Fred) Dwyer, ronfred@adam.com.au 

219008   A R Bellingham 
1733466 L E Kiernan 
2790392 K M Underwood 
 

2790751 B J Blackett 
4720392 J L Norris 
5716184 G J Williams 

2 PLATOON 2nd TOUR REUNION 
A reunion is in the  planning stage, for October 2009, to 
be held at Caloundra, on the Sunshine Coast of QLD. 

For further information contact: 
Peter Drummond 03 5157-6217 

The platoon and the Association is also seeking informa-
tion regarding the following members, please contact Pe-
ter and also email any information to Ron Hamlyn at  
hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 
 

LCPL ALFRED THOMAS (TOM) HARRIS 
B Coy 2nd Tour 

Ben Harris is trying to find any information or photo-
graphs of his dad, Tom, who passed away in January 
1980 from cancer. Ben was only 6 months old when Tom 
passed away, so any help that can be supplied will be 
very much appreciated. 
Contact: Ben Harris, 5 Tapioca St, Eight Mile Plains, 
QLD, 4113. Mob; (0433) 812-740. 
Email; bennyh_79@hotmail.com  

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association, 31 Kenilworth St, 
Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022. Tel; 02 9387-1409.  
Email; hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

A COY 1st TOUR ANNUAL REUNION 
A reunion of A Coy 1st Tour members is held at the Rooty 
Hill RSL Club on 18 August (Long Tan Day) each year. 
For information contact Billy Assange 02 9628-9503 

GOLDFIELDS VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL  
COMMEMORATION 

The commemoration of this memorial will take place over 
the period of Friday 14 August to Sunday 16 August 2009 
in Kalgoorlie, WA, with the following program: 

• Friday 14, 1800 hours, Welcome drinks at the 
Boulder Ex-serviceman's Club. 

• Saturday 15, 1930 hours, Official thank you to the 
Donors at Boulder Town Hall. 

• Sunday 16, 1100 hours, Commemoration of Me-
morial in Centennial Park, Kalgoorlie. 

All Veterans are welcome to this Commemoration, but 
book your accommodation early and advise if attending 
by 1 August, 2009. 

For further information contact:  
goldfieldsvietnamvets@gmail.com or (0427) 115-683 

Regt No Given Names Surname Tour Suburb/Town State 
4717621 Ian Jon Clayton 1 Wallaroo SA 

1411186 John Harry Harrington 1/2 Mudjimba QLD 

5715857 Graeme Thomas Hill 2 Inglewood WA 

2787959 Edward Douglas Holmes 2 Forster NSW 
217521 Allan Roy Johnston 2 Balling NSW 

3793617 William George Murphy 2 Hillside VIC 
1201632 Dennis Brian Nevins 2 Beaudesert QLD 
2109493 Timonthy Quinn Aust Mt Nelson TAS 
215794 Lloyd Smale 1 Baulkham Hills NSW 
38821 Keith William Van Den Belt 2 Robing QLD 

4720402 Bruce Hotspur Williams 2 Mumbannar VIC 
3794483 Rodney John Zunneberg 2 Yarra Junction VIC 

NOK Helen  Keed   Queanbeyan NSW 

NEW MEMBERS Nov 2008—Mar 2009 

ALAN JONES’ PROSTATE CANCER COMMENT 
Alan Jones, the sometimes controversial radio personality 
has recently undergone a radical robotic prostatectomy, 
the removal of his prostate gland due to cancer. The fol-
lowing is a quote from the Australian Women’s Weekly. 
In some patients, he learned, the operation causes im-
paired sexual performance. Says Alan, “Sexual perform-
ance! What does that matter? You're alive! That’s all that 
matters! Do you want to be dead? There’s no sex when 
you're dead!”  
Don’t take chances, see your GP and follow his advice on  
steps you need to take to ensure that you are not at risk. 
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Unheralded Victory.  
Woodruff, Mark W.  

Foreword by James L. Jones, General, U.S. Marine 
Corps. 
Mark W Woodruff, served with the United States Marine 
Corps in 1968, and starts by giving a brief history of Viet-
nam from 207 B.C. up to 1961. 

From 1961 on Woodruff goes into 
more detail on how the allies became 
involved more deeply as time went 
on. He tells the story from a positive 
viewpoint that I haven't read any 
where else. He gave me a clearer 
understanding of the tactics, battles, 
results and statistics that I haven't 
found in other books and dispels a 
few common held beliefs as well (for 
me anyway). Basically this is a 
"Makes you feel good" book, that we 
weren't wasting our time, we were 

having a much greater effect than the general public was 
led to believe at the time. Post Vietnam, Mark Woodruff 
ended up in Australia as a psychologist and an officer in 
the Royal Australian Naval Reserve. 
Personally I found the book a very easy read. 

Peter Craib, Support Platoon, 1966/67 

REQUEST FROM THE EDITOR 
I would like to ask you, the members, for opinions and 
ideas of what you would like to see in future editions of 
Tiger Tales. Tiger Tales is the newsletter for our mem-
bers and should reflect the views and expectations of 
those members, to paraphrase Abraham Lincoln, “...the 
newsletter of the members, by the members, for the 
members…”.  
Input from you will help to keep Tiger Tales relevant to all, 
views from people will differ and this helps to make for an 
interesting and lively newsletter. If all articles or items are 
supplied by one person the issues will become progres-
sively narrow, limited and boring to some of our mem-
bers.  
Any items supplied to me will be seriously considered 
and, if suitable, published. This will cover all aspects, in-
cluding stories and photos from our Battalion days, the 
times since then and also current events. 
Any help you can give will be appreciated by me, and by 
our fellow members. Your ideas can be forwarded to me 
by email, telephone or Australia Post, my details are as 
follows; 
Gary Townsend. garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
(07) 5572-5935 (0412) 767-975 
P O Box 5011, Mermaid Waters, QLD, 4218. 

On Tuesday 10th February 2009, seven members of C 
Company – both tours – met at the Georges River Golf 
Club in Sydney, for a game, a yarn, a feed, some cama-
raderie, and a good day out. 
Everyone enjoyed the day, and it is hoped that this can 
become an annual event.  

Those attending – showing which tour of Vietnam in 
brackets - were (L to R) Don Harrod (2), Eddie Moon (2), 
John Hellyer (1 & 2), Bryan (Blue) Schafer (2), president 
Roger Wainwright (1), Kevin Cavanagh (1), and David 
Riik (1). 

INAUGURAL C COY GOLF DAY 

In 1969 several Tunnel Rats from 2 Troop were attached 
to 5RAR elements tasked with patrolling and ambushing 
in the rivers and mangroves of the Delta region. Calling 
on 3 or 4 days of boat drill during Corp training, the Sap-
pers manned the boats, moving the 5RAR diggers into 
and out of ambush positions and helping them search for 
food and weapons caches. The photo (below) shows 
Sappers Darryl Lavis and Ted Podlich (at the back of the 
boat) with some 5RAR lads looking a little uncomfortable 
without having their feet firmly on dry ground.  Can any 
members put names to the 5RAR members? 

Courtesy of Holdfast, Tunnel Rats Newsletter 

RIVER TIGERS? 
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Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Treasurer 
5 RAR Association 
31 Kenilworth St 
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022  

Joining / Renewing Membership  

Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

All membership queries or amendments are to go to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below) 
Current Membership Period;    1 March 2008 - 28 February 2011        
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Amount 

Membership Dues      $    30      

Vietnam Task M  $    30      

The Year of the Tigers    M  $    55     

Honour Roll M  $    35      

5 Bn History DVD S  $    30      

Caps S  $    15      

Ties S  $    30      

Lapel Badges S  $      5      

TAC Plates S  $    20      

5 RAR Plaque M  $    50      

Car Sticker - Ribbons (New) S  $      5      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head S  $      3      

       

  Grand Total:  $           
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5 and L $10 per item. 

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of association/link with 5RAR including Sub-Unit: 

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 
Patron President Vice President Secretary 

Brig. Colin Khan DSO Col. Roger Wainwright  Maj. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE Mr. Geoff Pearson 
Ph:  02 6257 7249 Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  02 9938 6312 Ph:  02 9524 3177  
Mob:  0414 713 720 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0419 252 130 Mob:  0417 223 001  
  roger.w@netspeed.com.au jandemiller@bigpond.com.au gp@rbimports.com.au 
Treasurer/Membership Officer Memorabilia Officer Committee Member Committee Member 

Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn Maj. Bryan Schafer Trevor Carter Bruce Schmidtchen 
Ph:  02 9387 1409 Ph:  02 9605 5841 Ph:  02 9587 9670 Ph: 07 3862 1158 
Mob:  0407 669 221 Mob:  0412 432 464 Mob: 0427 101 516 Mob:  0419 485 592 
hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au blues@tadaust.org.au Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au 
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Webmaster 
Brian Budden Geoffrey Luck  George Wills  Ted Harrison 
Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph:  02 9838 1110 Ph:  03 9762 4283 
Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob:  0414 261 568 Mob:  0403 907 775 
krikse2@hotmail.com g_j_luck@tpg.com.au gwil9696@bigpond.net.au Webmaster@5rar.asn.au 
 Tiger Tales Editor     -       Gary Townsend  

Ph/Fax:  07 5572 5935     Mob: 0412 767 975   garyt.5rar@gmail.com 

ACT Representative NSW Representatives QLD Representative 

Lt Col. Barry Morgan Haydyn Dorrough    George Wills Bruce Schmidtchen 
Ph:  02 6255 4531 Mob: 0419 261043 Ph: 02 9838 1110 Ph: 07 3862 1158 
Mob:  0419 884 078     Mob: 0414 261 568 Mob:  0419 485 592 
bm126489@bigpond.net.au mvlethania@tadaust.org.au     gwil9696@bigpond.net.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au 
SA/NT Representative TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 

Barry Ryan John Smee Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
Ph:  08 8341 0364 Ph:  03 6343 4243 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0407 830 264 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
lynneryan@austarnet.com.au johnsmee1@bigpond.com dougb@amavic.com.au  alanmarian@4u.com.au 

Complete this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname & Initials as reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  
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On 21 April 1966 I was one of the group who boarded 
HMAS Sydney, at Garden Island dock in Sydney, to start 
a voyage to South Vietnam. The contingent was made up 
of C Company HQ, 7 Platoon, 9 Platoon and various sup-
port groups. For most of us it was our first venture over-
seas and certainly our first into a war zone. 
The flight deck was covered with vehicles and stores so 
most of our spare time was spent below decks, sitting in 
the forecastle watching the waves go by.  I can remember 
watching the Australian coastline slide past in the dis-
tance, and then, one morning it was not there anymore. 
When the coast disappeared I wondered when I would 
see my wife, Carol, and Australia again. At that stage 
there was no thought that some of us would not be com-
ing home, we were invincible!  

One of the first things that we had to learn was how to 
correctly set up and hang a hammock, that’s if we did not 
want to finish up on the deck half way through the night. 
Talk about the current term of ‘High Density Living’, there 
was only about 12 to 15 inches between hammocks. 
Most of the daylight hours we were kept busy with duties 
and drills, kitchen duty, firing practice from the stern, etc. 
entertainment also came in the form of the escort destroy-
ers or HMAS Supply coming alongside to transfer fuel, 
stores or crew.  
A stop at Manus Island, with the islanders sailing along-
side, trying to sell us goods from their outrigger canoes, 
also gave us a interesting few hours. 

A couple of the blokes had decided to visit the ships bar-
ber, and have their hair cut into the Mohawk style. The 
next day CSM Wormald paraded the entire company to 
that same barber to receive what is now known as a No 1 
crew-cut, almost bald! In fact it was probably the best 
thing that could have happened to us all, as it was many 
weeks before we were in a position to get a haircut again.  
The Sydney's crew treated us to a terrific ‘Crossing the 
Line’ ceremony with, as I remember our Company 2IC, 
Capt Bob Milligan, one of the primary victims. This event 
also gave us the opportunity to take revenge on the CSM 
for the indignity inflicted upon our heads by the ship’s 
butcher, sorry I meant barber. 

In early May we arrived off Vung Tau, packed up all our 
gear and boarded landing craft. As we were approaching 
the beach we were given the order to ’Fix Bayonets’, 
you can imagine our surprise, we thought we were land-
ing in a secure area. So the ‘Bronzed Anzacs’ of C Com-
pany stormed ashore to secure a beach-head on the 
South Vietnamese shore. The reception we received was 
not what we expected, yanks working on the beach 
stopped what they were doing and thought it was a great 
joke. “Put those pig-stickers away before you hurt your-
selves”, was one the jibes that I remember. 
Our first day in South Vietnam was memorable in two 
ways, firstly, as a laughing stock and secondly, the start 
of a period in our lives that we believed we were prepared 
for, but were unsure of what to expect. 

Gary Townsend, 7 Platoon, 1966/67 

HMAS SYDNEY APRIL 1966 

Pte Bill Parkes watching the Australian coast pass  by. 

Other ranks sleeping quarters on HMAS Sydney. 

Revenge is taken on CSM Wormald. Photo by T Tommasi 

Outriggers at Manus Island 



20 45th REUNION MEMORABILIA ITEMS 

COOLDRY Fabric Polo Shirt. Sizes S to XXXL with em-
broidered Logo.                                                   $30.00 ea 

Polar Fleece Anti-pill Fabric Sleeveless Vest. Sizes 
S to XXXL with embroidered Logo.           $45.00 ea 

Mouse Pad 230mm x 195mm   $5.00 ea 

All Memorabilia will display the 5RAR Association Logo “Tiger-V” with “5RAR 1965—2010” written below. 
Logos on the Polo Shirts, Sleeveless Vests and Bush Hats are embroidered in Full Colour. 

Logos on the Mugs, Stubby Holder and Mouse Pad are printed in Full Colour. 

To minimise the cost of Memorabilia, Items must be ordered and paid for by 25 August 2009. 

Coffee Mugs      $12.00 ea 

Bush Hat                         $12.00 ea 

Stubby Holder        $7.00 ea 

For correct sizes in the Shirt and Vest, measure a shirt 
that currently fits you as shown here, from armpit to arm-
pit in centimetres, and use this size guide. 

S = 52.5,    M = 55,    L = 57.5,  

XL = 60, XXL = 62.5, XXL = 65 


