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After Ex Talisman Saber 2013, about 1000 Australian 
Army and US Marine Corps personnel took part in Ex 
Koolendong 2013 at the Bradshaw Field Training Area 
south-west of Darwin. 

The exercise ran from August 28 to September 7 and in-
volved about 700 US personnel drawn from the 31st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) based in Okinawa, Japan, 
about 150 Marines currently on a six-month rotation in 
Darwin and 150 Australian soldiers from 5 RAR. 

Ex Koolendong provided an opportunity for US and Aus-
tralian personnel to conduct a battalion-sized live-fire ex-
ercise in a remote environment. 

OC B Coy, 5 RAR, MAJ Simon Croft said there was no 
"good guy and bad guy" scenario in this exercise. 

"We're all the good guys," he 
said. "We've been working 
with our American counter-
parts on a number of exer-
cises this year. 

"They've recently taken part in 
Exercise Talisman Saber and 
are now taking the opportunity 
to validate the ability of Brad-
shaw Field Training Area to 
accommodate an exercise of 
the scale of Ex Koolendong." 

The exercise featured day 
and night live-fire training, 
including light and heavy machine guns, mortars, artillery 
and aviation-delivered ordnance from US Marine Harriers 
and Hornets. 

US Marine Ospreys, Super Stallions and Hueys from the 
31st MEU provided assault support transportation from the 
USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) operating at sea. 

Hercules also provided external support, and Australian 
Air Force Hornets currently at RAAF Base Tindal for Ex 
Southern Frontier also participated. Ground vehicles in-
cluded seven-tonne trucks, Humvees, light armoured ve-
hicles and towed artillery. 

"Ex Koolendong gave us a further chance to not only 
strengthen our friendships and working relationships but 
to meet new people and exchange ideas as well," MAJ 
Croft said. 

"On this exercise we were embedded into the 31st MEU 

and participated with the Battalion Landing Team in close 
strike activities:' 

The exercise has also helped develop the US Marines' 
knowledge of the 8,710 square kilometre Bradshaw Field 
Training Area for future rotations. 

US Marine Journalist CAPT Garron Gam said it was an 
eye-opening experience for some of the personnel. 

"There's the typical field life to contend with once the Ma-
rines go ashore for the various training exercises — 
sleeping in tents or under the stars, eating MREs, work-
ing in makeshift workspaces and now also enduring the 
Australian elements," he said. 

"At the Bradshaw Field Training Area, we've been briefed 
to stay out of the water because of saltwater and fresh-

water crocodiles, tiger sharks, 
and jellyfish, to drive slowly 
on the roadways because of 
cows, kangaroos and dingoes 
crossing the roads, and to 
avoid just about everything 
else we see such as giant 
pythons, poisonous spiders, 
water buffaloes, insects and 
the top 10 deadliest snakes in 
the world." 

CO 31st MEU COL John 
Merna said it was an opportu-
nity to demonstrate the capa-

bilities US amphibious forces could provide. 

"We can move personnel and equipment with organic 
MEU assets and bring what we need to sustain ourselves 
from Amphibious Ready Group shipping for this exercise 
without significant external assistance," he said. 

"Operating with 5 RAR allows us to learn from one an-
other and build relationships to increase our interoperabil-
ity in the future." 

Operations Officer 31st MEU LTCOL John Lehane said 
Koolendong provided an excellent training opportunity for 
each element of the Marine Air Ground Task Force. 

"Additionally, this exercise will demonstrate to our Austra-
lian counterparts the balance, flexibility and operational 
reach of amphibious forces that are task-organised under 
a single commander," he said. 

Courtesy ARMY Newspaper, LS Helen Frank 

WARNING ORDER 

50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 
26 February to 1 March 2015 - Details page 11 

Members of 5 RAR conduct a live-fire serial with embedded media look-
ing on.                                                                      Photo MAJ John McPherson 
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DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccura-
cies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of informa-
tion contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held 
by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor. 

Fellow Tigers, the last few months of 2013 have been 
quite busy from a number of perspectives. Tina and I 
have been on the road travelling to WA and SA to visit 
family and when in Perth managed to catch up with a 
number of 5 RAR mates. Time prevented us from doing 
so in Adelaide this time. 

On Remembrance Day 11 Nov, Fred Hoare - President of 
the 2/5th Battalion Association and I laid wreathes at the 
Cenotaph in Sydney as part of our ongoing program to 
commemorate our forebears of the 5th Battalion AIF and 
the 2/5th Battalion, as well as our lost comrades of 5 
RAR.  This was followed by a brief committee meeting 
and then lunch. My thanks to John Miller for arranging our 
participation in the ceremony with the Department of Pre-
mier and Cabinet NSW. 

On 21 Nov, I attended a combined RAR Association ACT 
Branch and RAR Foundation dinner in Canberra at which 
the annual Hassett Award for the most outstanding junior 
leader in the Regiment was presented. This year it was 
awarded to LCPL Ryan Shaw of 2 RAR. LCPL Shaw was 
part of the 2RAR winning Duke of Gloucester Cup team 
as well as the team which was awarded a gold medal at 
the Cambrian Patrol competition in the UK. Perhaps a 
tiger can get up next year. 

Whilst this edition is being printed, I will be in Darwin on 
25 - 28 Nov with our Patron BRIG Colin Khan to visit the 
battalion for the presentation of the Warr-Khan Trophy for 
2013. I have recently spoken with our Honorary member, 
Shirley Warr who is well and has asked me to pass on 
congratulations to the recipient of the award. As always, 
Shirley follows the exploits of the tigers both past and 
present with interest and always emphasises the high 
opinion and respect that COL John Warr held for all gen-
erations of 5 RAR and particularly those junior leaders 
and soldiers who have always been the backbone of the 
battalion. The winner of the Warr-Khan Trophy for 2013 is 
CPL Mathew Alborough of D Company. A photo of CPL 
Alborough and his exploits will be included in the next 
edition of Tiger Tales. 

Whilst on the subject of the Warr-Khan Trophy, I note in 
LTCOL Barrett's comments (Page 3) that a 5 RAR sec-
tion led by CPL Elio Nunes convincingly won the 1st Bri-
gade Military Skills Competition. CPL Nunes was the re-
cipient of the Warr-Khan Trophy in 2012 and so we con-
gratulate him on a further success. 

On 2 Dec, to celebrate its 40th birthday, the 5/7 RAR As-
sociation will dedicate a plaque at the War Memorial in 
remembrance of its 33 years of service and to those who 
were lost in training. The plaque will be jointly unveiled by 
the first CO of 5/7 RAR, Paul Greenhalgh (OC D Coy 5 
RAR in 1966-67) and the last CO, BRIG Peter Short. As 
an original member of 5/7 RAR I will be attending with 
other foundation members from 5 RAR and 7 RAR who 
were at the linking parade in 1973. 

STAND TALL FOR PTSD 
A website has been established to help as many people 
as possible, to recognise the symptoms of the condition 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder or PTSD. This website 
can be viewed at http://ptsdlimited.com/ 

This site complements a national awareness campaign 
for PTSD, to help sufferers of the condition, their family 
members or close friends, to recognise the symptoms 
and to seek more knowledge and professional help from 
the links attached. 

The site is supported by the Mental Health Council of 
Australia, the Royal Australian Regiment Corporation and 
RSL Australia, amongst others. 

There is also a four minute video clip, entitled ‘Stand Tall 
4 PTS Awareness Program 2013’  can be viewed at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmELDKeY9ls and is 
well worth watching. 

From 6 - 8 Dec the Annual General Meeting and National 
Council Meeting of the RAR Corporation will be held at 
Singleton. I will attend this in my capacity as a Director of 
the RARC as well as your President.  Geoff Luck will 
again attend with me to add to the 5RAR Association rep-
resentation. I will report any important outcomes in the 
next edition. 

This edition (Page 11) includes a Warning Order and an 
outline of the arrangements made so far for our 50th anni-
versary reunion in 2013. Updated information will be 
placed in subsequent issue of Tiger Tales as well as on 
our website. With 15 months notice we are hoping for 
maximum attendance. My sincere thanks to Bruce 
Schmidtchen and his organising committee who have 
once again put their hands up to manage the reunion. 
They set the bar high in 2010 and I have no doubt this will 
be surpassed in 2015. 

There is also a notice on Page 16 about payment of 
membership dues for the triennium commencing on 1 
March 2014. Over the past three year membership pe-
riod, far too much time has been spent chasing those 
members who have inadvertently forgotten to pay their 
dues or have overlooked to forward a change of address. 
This has caused a huge amount of wasted administrative 
time for our Membership Officer, Treasurer and State 
Representatives so I urge you all to act on this promptly. 

A 2013 draws to a close I can report that our Association 
is in good shape and looking forward to celebrating our 
50th anniversary in 2015. One again, I thank my fellow 
committee members for their voluntary commitment to our 
well being. 

With best wishes to all tiger families for the festive season 
and a rewarding year in 2014. 

Roger Wainwright 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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the entire unit, we wish WO1 de Kock and Kelly all the 
best for 2014 and beyond.  

2014 looks like an excellent training year. We will look to 
re-focus our training in a competitive environment, with an 
individual soldier competition, as well as champion sec-
tion and platoon competitions. There are also plenty of 
additional training opportunities - B Coy deploy to Rifle 
Company Butterworth in Jan, and C Coy will conduct Ex 
Gold Eagle with the USMC in Hawaii in July. C and D 
Coys will also get to travel to experience the joys of jungle 
training in Tully.  

On behalf of all current Tigers I wish members of the As-
sociation a Merry Christmas and a safe holiday period. 

Duty First 

Richard Barrett 
Lieutenant Colonel  

Commanding Officer 

FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER 5 RAR 

Since the last Tiger Tales the unit has been busy with 
running the usual specialist courses period. We con-
ducted the section commander’s course, sniper, recon-
naissance and Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) 
courses. Earlier in the year we qualified several new mor-
tarmen and we are in the process of re-establishing a 
Pioneer Platoon capability. This sets Support Company 
up for 2014, and the manning and capability of Spt Coy 
will be a key priority for the Battalion in 2014.   

On 1 November 2013 the Battalion handed over responsi-
bility as the ADF’s conventional quick reaction force. This 
was the first time that the Ready Battalion Group (RBG) 
had left Townsville, and we proved that the Battalion and 
1 Bde could step up to this task. Alas, we were not re-
quired to deploy anywhere, but it has proven that we were 
capable and provided excellent experience to everyone 
within the Battalion.   

The year is rapidly drawing to a close, and we are finish-
ing on a high. On 13-14 November 2013 the Battalion 
competed in the Brigade Military Skills Competition 
(BMSC), and we took it out with a score of 650 out of a 
possible 700 points. Led by CPL Nunes, the team com-
prised members from each of the rifle companies, SPT 
Coy and Log Coy. As required by the competition rules, 
each team required a female member, and PTE Bryant, 
recently marched in to Log Coy, stood up and performed 
admirably.  

The program for the last part of the training year will be 
taken up with the inter-company sporting competition, 
‘Blood Week’, and farewells to key appointments, includ-
ing OC D Coy MAJ Justin Parker, OC SPT Coy MAJ Matt 
Lewis, the OPSO MAJ Chris Jaunay and of course the 
RSM, WO1 Dale de Kock. Each of these men have pro-
vided exceptional service to the Battalion, especially the 
RSM. WO1 de Kock has been the Battalion’s RSM for 
three years, including the operational tour to Afghanistan 
with MTF-2, the return to Australia and our commitment to 
Ex Hamel, and for the period of the Ready Battalion 
Group from Nov 12-November 2013. He has provided 
exception support and advice to three commanding offi-
cers during this period, and on behalf of those COs, and 

Carol and I extend our wishes 

for a joyous Christmas and a 

safe and prosperous New Year, 

to all Association members, 

serving 5 RAR members  and 

to all of their families.  

Gary Townsend 

Back row - CPL E. Nunes, PTE J. Horvat, PTE O. Innes, LCPL B. 
Baker, PTE T. Bourne. Middle - PTE A. Bryant. Front row - PTE J. 
Pearson, PTE A. Macpherson. 

5 RAR’s winning BMSC team before the obstacle course, and the 
next photo shows them after.     Photos by CAPT Darren Mackenzie  
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WA 

AROUND THE STATES 

joined by Bob Armitage, as he has not been travelling too 
well in recent times. 

We all had a great time, and it was good to see both Bob 
and Dennis, who don't get out very much due to their 
health problems. 

Alan McNulty 

On Vietnam Veterans Day 18 August, Quinns Rocks RSL 
Sub-branch held a Commemorative Service and Plaque 
Laying Ceremony for Anthony Waring. 

Anthony Waring 
was a member of 
the 5th Battalion, 
The Royal Austra-
lian Regiment, 
Royal Australian 
Infantry Corps, he 
died when hit by an 
enemy RPG on 
June 16, 1969.  

The city of Wanneroo and Quinns Rocks RSL took the 
opportunity to honour those West Australians from this 
shire who were killed in South Vietnam by naming a num-
ber of parks and roads within the area. These include 
Anthony Waring Reserve, named after PTE Anthony War-
ing, Aldersea Circle and Aldersea Park named after PTE 
Richard Aldersea (KIA 6 RAR on 18 August 1966 - Long 
Tan). Quinns Rocks RSL has plans over the next few 
years to hold more of these services. It is an honour to 
remember these young men who fought and died in Viet-
nam, a war that evoked many different emotions in all 
Australians and divided this country in a way that will 
never be forgotten.  

The service was held at 1300 hours, attended by over 
200 people with 23 5 RAR Association members and 
wives. Our banner was held proudly by two young army 
cadets.  

Alan English travelled 
over from Queensland to 
be the guest speaker. 
Anthony Waring was his 
best mate in the army 
and Alan was beside him 
when Anthony was hit 
and later died. Alan, in 
his speech spoke so 
well, and whilst his 
memories were sad he 
told stories of himself 
and Anthony and their 
service in the army, that 
he hoped would rekindle 
pleasant memories also. The plaque was unveiled and 
the park dedicated “Anthony Waring Reserve."  

After mingling with the family of Anthony we adjourned for 
a light lunch and drinks thoughtfully provided by the 
Quinns Rocks RSL. 

On Thursday 24 October Roger Wainwright, who was in 
the West visiting family, Greg Negus and I caught the 
train down to Mandurah, where Graeme Ashton picked us 
up to take us to enjoy a lunch with Dennis Rainer and his 
carer Kathy. We were all surprised when we were also 

WA - Cont. 

The numbers attending the Vietnam Veteran’s ceremony 
at the Shrine of Remembrance seems to be growing each 
year.  This year’s was very well attended notwithstanding 
the bracing wind that Melbourne has become famous for.   
The ceremony included VIPs, speeches and wreath lay-
ing and was followed by our conventional (overpriced) 
luncheon at the Botanic Gardens Cafe (adjacent to the 
Shrine) with the usual suspects; John Bilston, Robert Bir-
tles, Dave Bryan and a couple of his friends, and of 
course myself (to complain).   

Over lunch we discussed inter alia who’d be attending the 
official opening of Stage 2 of the Seymour Vietnam Veter-
ans Commemorative Walk that evening.  Stretch would 
have gone had it not been for his house guests from the 
UK leaving for home the next day.   

Later at the Commemorative walk we were met with a 
cold night, drizzling rain, but a good attendance with sev-
eral speakers.  Local Federal Member for McEwen, Rob 
Mitchell read out an essay written by a conscripted soldier 
paying tribute to his former school friend from Northcote 
High who had also been conscripted, then killed only 
weeks after arriving in Vietnam.  Now, each year, the au-
thor of that essay pays respect to his old friend by quietly 
placing a poppy by his friend’s photo in the school’s foyer. 

It turns out the essay had been written by our own Dave 
(Stretch) Bryan to honour the memory of his friend Les 
Farren who was KIA on 10 June 1966.  Les had been an 
only child who lived with his widowed mum Lillian until he 
was called up.  Lill continued to take an active interest in 
5 RAR until she too passed away a couple of years ago. 

Doug Bishop    

Guest Speaker, Alan English ad-
dresses the gathering. 

L-R: Graeme Ashton, Kathy (Dennis Rainer’s carer), Alan McNulty, 
Bob Armitage, Dennis Rainer, Roger Wainwright and Greg Negus 
at the lunch in Mandurah. 

VIC 
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'the poet from hell' 
an anthology 

Authored by Kerry White 

'the poet from hell' is an anthology including poems of war 
and other matters ... peace, love, family, religion, history, 
life and death... 'scare away the demons in their souls' ... 
'A land that could be kind and cruel' ... 'leaving awe be-
hind' ...'His past was both before and after him'.   

The author was born in the inland city of Australia of 
Toowoomba in 1945. He 
worked in a bank before be-
ing called up for National 
Service which included a 
tour of duty in the Vietnam 
War with 5th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment.  

In his late 20s he embarked 
on a career in journalism 
and communications gener-
ally. 

He completed a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in his late 50s 
and a Certificate IV in 
Teaching English to Speak-
ers of Other Languages in 
2013. 

He lives on the Sunshine Coast just north of Brisbane in 
Queensland, Australia.  

'In the Land of Dreaming all things are possible'. 

Editors Note; Kerry White served with B Company on the 
Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour of Vietnam. 

NSW 

Not a lot to report on the NSW front this issue. Still in the 
embryo stage of forming a closer NSW network, we can’t 
expect members to get to Sydney all the time. I need 
some help and ideas on how we can become a closer 
group. Anzac day was great and hopefully we can get a 
few on Friday 6 Dec for Xmas drinks and the Battalion 
Birthday in March. I encourage areas to set up their own 
get togethers if not already doing it. Let us know some 
feedback. 

Unfortunately we saw some of our members caught up in 
the bushfires. We wish them well. 

Barney Ruttle  

Remembrance Day – Sydney 2013 – Wet-Wet-Wet. A 
few Committee members met at Regimental Square 

where our Asso-
ciation President, 
Roger Wainwright 
and Fred Hoare, 
the President of 
the 2/5th Battalion 
Association, col-
lected their floral 
tributes. to be laid 
at the Cenotaph 
during the upcom-
ing service.  Both 
Roger and Fred 
had reserved 
seats within the 
official seating 
area. As the ser-
vice commenced, 
the rain held off 
which gave us 
some relief.  The 

floral tributes were laid at the Cenotaph by Roger Wain-
wright for 5 RAR and the 5 RAR Association and Fred 
Hoare for the 5th AIF and 2/5th AIF Battalions. 

Roger Wainwright and Fred Hoare  at the 
Cenotaph. 

ACT 

This year our annual Christmas lunch will be held at Gun-
gahlin Lakes Golf Club, cnr Gungahlin and Gundaroo 
Drives, Nicholls on Thursday, 5 December 2013 com-
mencing at 12.30pm.  

Partners are very welcome. Would you please let me 
know if you would like to come by Monday, 2 December 
2013. You can phone me at home on 6242 4210, on my 
Mobi le  0424 701 784 or emai l  me 
at  bernie.pye@bigpond.com  

Looking forward to catching up with everyone.  

Bernie Pye 

QLD  

Remembrance Day was commemorated around the 
globe on Monday 11th Nov - Lest We Forget, and Elton 
John recorded a song for the occasion titled OCEANS 
AWAY which includes all wars, great lyrics and worth a 
listen. Still on a musical theme, some of you may recall a 
rock group from the 80's called Foreigner. Well, they too 
payed tribute with a quote ‘To the true Heroes! Honouring 
all Veterans and Active Troops today!’ 

Both tributes including Elton John's song can be found on 
(for those who have it) Facebook or, try Mr Google. 

Gary Townsend has organised a Christmas Lunch on the 
3rd of December at the Currumbin RSL for those mem-
bers living in the Gold Coast/Brisbane/Sunshine Coast 
areas. There are currently 74 members and partners at-
tending, unfortunately, I won't be with the boys in person 
on the day, but certainly in spirit. 

I would like to take this early opportunity to wish all my 
fellow Tigers and their families a very Merry Christmas 
and Best Wishes for 2014. 

Paul Foley 
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does a fantastic job here. Have a look at the reinforced 
concrete at the ‘Cobbers’ Memorial, this was well before 
Pioneer Concrete trucks, how did they mix this. 

Next day we headed to Ypres in Belgium specifically to 
attend the “Last Post” Service at the Menin Gate Memo-
rial. This last post service has been performed by the lo-
cal Fire Brigade every night at 8pm since the memorial 
was completed back in 1930 (this was only halted during 
WWII). This memorial has the names of well over 
100,000 soldiers (mainly Australian, English, Canadian 
and South African) that have no known resting place, 
their remains have never been found – probably still bur-
ied under the deep mud of the Ypres-Pozieres Salient. 

Geoff Pearson, C Coy 1969-70 

As many Australians are aware, Australia received it’s 
‘baptism’ of fire at Gallipoli. Having had a keen interest in 
Australia’s military history and reading quite some books 
over the years, especially Bean’s History of WWI, my 
main focus has always been steered towards the Western 
Front, where we lost many more Australian’s than at Gal-
lipoli. We lost a whole generation on the Western Front 
and I have always had this included on my ‘bucket list’. 

My first port of call was the Australian Memorial Cemetery 
at Villers-Bretonneux where it would be impossible not to 
be moved by the experience. The names of the 5th Battal-
ion are only a small part of the 1,000’s of names of Aus-
tralian soldiers that have never been found. They have no 
known resting place. Many could be buried within the 
fields far beyond the memorial, towards the Ypres Salient. 

Next stop was the Villers-Bretonneux Museum, which is 
housed within the Victoria School in the village, built from 
donations from the good people of Victoria (the 5th Battal-
ion AIF was raised in Victoria). The school has a large 
well looked after sign that states ‘DO NOT FORGET 
AUSTRALIA’, again a very moving experience.  

We visited many smaller Australian Cemeteries through-
out the day and they were all very well looked after, in 
fact immaculate. The Australian War Grave Commission 

THE WESTERN FRONT 2013 

Geoff views the plaque dedicated to 5th Battalion AIF by the asso-
ciations of 5 RAR and 2/5th Bn at the Villers-Bretonneux Museum. 

The ‘Cobbers’ Memorial, Fromelles, France. 

the Australian Memorial Cemetery at Villers-Bretonneux . 

An inscription on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium. 

CONTACTS LOST 
In the August issue of Tiger Tales was an article titled ‘A 
WORTHY ENDEAVOUR’, regarding the efforts of Allan 
English requesting donations of art works to raise money 
for military wounded heroes and young digger groups. 

Unfortunately, Allan’s email was hacked and he has lost 
all of the contacts for people who indicated that they 
would contribute items. If you were one of those people, 
please contact Allan at 2englishdrifters@gmail.com 
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THE HOA LONG DANCE 

How many Battalion members recall the infamous “Hoa 
Long Dance”?   And more importantly, how many fell for 
the ruse? 

As many veterans would recall, Hoa Long was an actual 
Vietnamese village down the road from the Task Force 
base.  But what about the dance?   

I first became acquainted with the Hoa Long Dance on 
the Battalion Advance Party in 1969. 

Our 1 RAR hosts took great relish in describing the dance 
which was reputedly held each Saturday night in Hoa 
Long.  And the description of the dance was done with 
much conviction. 

Now for those new in country, any diversion would be a 
welcome one especially if it involved a dance and women 
and especially being so recently used to the social scene 
at home in Australia.  What else was a fit, young warrior 
chomping at the bit to do on a Saturday night in Phouc 
Tuy Province? 

As I recall, the requirement was to get dressed in civvies 
and assemble on the main road leading into the Battalion 
area.  At an appointed time, a bus would reputedly come 
along to pick up the assembled group, suitably attired in 
civvies, and take them into Hoa Long for the dance.  The 
bus would then return to Hoa Long later that evening and 
bring the group back to Nui Dat at the conclusion of the 
dance.  

Too good an opportunity to miss?  Apparently so as I’m 
told that those with ‘a few days and a wakey’ took great 
delight in covertly watching this group of newbies, 
dressed in civvies, assemble at the appointed time and 
wait for the bus for Hoa Long – which of course, never 
came. 

So let’s be honest guys – how many fell for the ploy?  
And no, for the record, I wasn’t one of them. 

But – and there’s always one of those - according to the 
attached sign, perhaps the dance was not a figment of 
someone’s vivid imagination?  Hmmmm … 

Then there was the “Dat Do Dogs” race meeting but of 
course that’s a similar but other story … 

Roger Lambert 
OC 9 Pl, C Coy, 1969/70 

When the Lord was creating Vietnam veterans, He was 
into His 6th day of overtime when an angel appeared, 
“You’re certainly doing a lot of fiddling around on this 
one.” God said, “Have you seen the specs on this order? 
A Nam vet has to be able to run 5 miles through the bush 
with a full pack on, endure with barely any sleep for days, 
enter tunnels his higher ups wouldn’t consider doing, and 
keep his weapons clean and operable. He has to be able 
to sit in his hole all night during an attack, hold his mates 
as they die, go scout in unfamiliar territory known to be 
VC infested, and somehow keep his senses alert for dan-
ger. He has to be in top physical condition existing on 1 
man rations and very little rest. And he has to have 6 
pairs of hands.” 

The angel shook his head slowly and said, “6 pairs of 
hands....no way.” “It’s not the hands that are causing me 
problems.... it’s the 3 pairs of eyes a Nam vet has to 
have.” “That’s on the standard model?”, asked the angel. 
The Lord nodded. “One pair that sees through elephant 
grass, another pair here in the side of his head for his 
mates, another pair here in front that can look reassur-
ingly at his bleeding, fellow soldier and say, ‘You’ll make 
it’, when he knows he won’t.” 

“Lord, take a break, and work on this tomorrow.” “I can’t,” 
said the Lord. “I already have a model that can carry a 
wounded soldier 1,000 yards during a fire-fight, calm the 
fears of the new replacements, and feed a family of four 
on a grunt’s pay cheque.” 

The angel walked around the model and said, “Can it 
think?” “You bet,” said the Lord. “It can quote much of the 
MBI’s, recite all his Unit Standing Orders, and engage in 
a search and destroy mission in less time than it takes for 
his fellow Aussies back home to discuss the morality of 
the War, and he can still keep his sense of humour. And 
you know what else? He can make a meal from a can of 
‘Ham and Beans’, a dog biscuit, and maybe a little con-
densed milk, and feed all the guys in his bunker!” 

“This Nam vet also has phenomenal personal control. He 
can deal with ambushes from hell, comfort a fallen sol-
dier’s family, and then read in his home town paper how 
Nam vets are baby killers, psychos, addicts, killers of in-
nocent civilians.” 

The Lord gazed into the future and said, “He will also en-
dure being vilified and spat on when he returns home, 
rejected and crucified by the very ones he fought for.” 

Finally, the angel slowly ran his finger across the vet’s 
cheek, and said, “There’s a leak.  ...I told you that you 
were trying to put too much into this model.” “That’s not a 
leak”, said the Lord. “That’s a tear.” “What’s the tear for?” 
asked the angel. “It’s for bottled up emotions, for holding 
fallen soldiers as they die, for commitment to that funny 
piece of cloth called the Aussie flag, for the terror of living 
with PTSD for decades after the war, alone with its de-
mons with no one to care or help.” 

“You’re a genius,” said the angel, casting a gaze at the 
tear. The Lord looked very somber as if seeing down eter-
nity’s distant shores and said. “I didn’t put it there.”  

Author Unknown 

CREATING THE VIETNAM VET 
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The blast was a devastating one, lifting the 12-tonne vehi-
cle bodily and hurling it onto its side some three metres 
away. The rear ramp blew completely off, crushing a sol-
dier beneath it. Four others were killed instantly. The ve-
hicles accompanying the armoured personnel carrier im-
mediately slewed left and right, adopting a defensive pos-
ture, while comrades of the injured tried to provide aid 
and called for dustoff - emergency evacuation. Within five 
minutes, however, what was already a terrible situation 
had turned into a disaster, with the would-be rescuers 
accidentally triggering a number of M16 landmines. When 
these mines are activated, a small charge projects them 
into the air, where a secondary charge detonates, show-
ering ball bearings and fragments of casing over a 30-
metre radius. Before the hour was out, another two men 
lay dying and 22 others had been wounded. The source 
of the first blast was never adequately determined - it was 
suspected to have been a 500-pound bomb, dropped 
from a US aircraft and recovered by the enemy after it 
had failed to detonate. Buried under the surface, on the 
junction of a road track and a clearing, its trigger was 
probably a pressure device, actuated by the weight of the 
vehicle's track bringing two electrical contacts together 
and closing a circuit. 

The place was Vietnam, February 1967, and the unlucky 
soldiers were from B Company, 5 RAR. 

Forty-five years later, 5 RAR and its sister units are facing 
similar threats as they go about their Mentoring Task 
Force activities in Afghanistan. Today, that device would 
be termed an IED, military lexicon for an "improvised ex-
plosive device". Unlike land mines, which are produced in 
industrialized countries in their hundreds of thousands, 
these are anti-personnel or anti-vehicle bombs cobbled 
together by individual bomb-makers from other compo-
nents. Each one is slightly different, often showing the tell
-tale hand of its maker. These devices are one of the pri-
mary threats to coalition troops operating in Afghanistan; 
over the period from 2001 to mid-2013 at least 1,370 coa-
lition troops have been killed by the devices, including 13 
Australians. Thousands of troops have suffered non-fatal 

concussive, blast and 
fragmentation inju-
ries, as well as the 
traumatic stress from 
dealing with their 
ever-present threat. 

At the heart of an IED 
is the "main charge", 
which can consist of 
commercially manu-
factured mining or 
military explosives, 
redundant or cap-
tured artillery muni-
tions, or home-made 
explosives (HME) 
mixed together from 
a cocktail of chemi-
cals. Military and 

commercial explosives are naturally preferred, as they 
are stable and powerful, yielding a "velocity of detonation" 
— the blast effect – well in excess of the home-made vari-
ety. But HMEs are cheaply and easily made, using sci-
ence that can be grasped by a quick learner. The chief 
ingredient of many HMEs is ammonium nitrate combined 
with diesel fuel, which produces an explosive known as 
ANFO. Both products are readily found within farming 
communities. A variety of other additives can be used to 
enhance the blast effect, such as powdered aluminium, 
while chemical elements such as nitromethane and so-
dium chlorate can be extracted from seemingly innocuous 
products such as weed killers. Many of these compounds 
are combined in critical proportions, which makes them 
extremely dangerous to mix and transport. 

Just as it is impossible to set fire to a lump of coal with a 
match, so too the detonation of a main charge requires a 
"chain of initiation" - a progressively stepped-up se-
quence of detonations. The "initiator" is typically a deto-
nator or blasting cap, about the size of a pen lid, which is 
extremely sensitive to shock or heat. Depending on its 
type, it can be set off by either electrical current or match-
lit fuse. The detonator generally fits into a primer, or 
"intermediary", which itself is surrounded by, and deto-
nates, the main charge. Once an IED has been placed in 
position, it further relies on a triggering device. These can 
range from very crude but simple mechanical pull or pres-
sure switches which rely on the action of the intended 
target to activate them, to more sophisticated versions 
which rely on electronic signals from mobile phones or 
remote controls. 

IEDs are one of the main weapons of choice of the insur-
gent or terrorist, seeking to maximise casualties among a 
better armed, better trained and more numerous foe while 
minimising the risk to themselves. However, these weap-
ons are by no means a modern phenomenon.  

An early, well-documented case came in April 1840 when 
one was used by the United States Army during the 
Seminole Indian War in Florida. Frustrated by constant 
Indian ambushes, Captain Gabriel Rains of the 7th Infan-
try used an artillery shell as a booby trap, placing it under 

HIDDEN AND DEADLY 

The wrecked APC that was involved in the ‘Long Hai Hills Incident’ 
in February 1967. 

The crater left by the 1967 blast. 
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the body of a dead soldier lying near a water pool used by 
the Seminoles. The device exploded after it was disturbed 
by an animal, so when the soldiers investigated they in 
fact became the victims, ambushed by the Indians. Un-
daunted, Rains went on to improvise other devices, much 
to the worry of his comrades. 

Twenty years later, as a Brigadier General commanding a 
Confederate brigade during the American Civil War siege 
of Yorktown, Rains was able to put his experience into 
more effective use. In danger of being overrun by the far 
more numerous Federal troops, Gains's troops converted 
artillery shells into booby traps with trip wires and pres-
sure plates. Entering Yorktown on 5 May 1862, it was not 
long before the Union soldiers had triggered several de-
vices. More effective than the casualties caused, how-
ever, was the fear the devices, dubbed "torpedoes", en-
gendered. One soldier later wrote: "Wherever you could 
see dirt thrown up loosely, look out for your feet, or else 
they would be catching in some string an inch under the 
dirt and then shells would explode." During a fighting re-
treat from Williamsburg, Rains personally supervised the 
burying of four 10-inch shells in a road, attached with trip 
wires to a felled tree, "mainly to have a moral effect in 
checking the advance of the enemy, and to save our 
sick". The effect on Yankee troops after they saw their 
cavalry injured and killed while trying to remove the ob-
stacle was profound, and the advance was delayed long 
enough for Rains to free his guns and remove his ambu-
lances safely. 

Considerable outrage was voiced at the use of the de-
vices: many people, north and south, saw their use as 
unjust and unlawful: General McClellan telegrammed his 
superiors in Washington that:  

‘The rebels have been guilty of the most murderous and 
barbarous conduct in placing torpedoes within the aban-
doned works near the wells and springs, near flagstaffs, 
magazines, telegraph offices, in carpet bags, barrels of 
flour etc. I shall make the prisoners remove them at their 
peril.’ 

President Lincoln's 
attorney general Ed-
ward Bates agreed, 
writing in his diary 
that he hoped that 
McClellan would use 
prisoners of the high-
est rank in this duty. 

As the war pro-
gressed, so did technological development of the torpe-
does. Inventors created a range of buried devices, mainly 
used to prevent infantry assaults on defensive positions; 
they also came up with underwater devices intended to 
prevent the movement of the Union's river fleets, and to 
attack ships blockading the South's ports. The devices 
were triggered by a variety of chemical, mechanical, elec-
tric and clockwork means. One of the latter, planted by 
the Confederate secret service, was responsible for a 
massive explosion at a supply base at City Point, Virginia, 
which killed 58 men, wounded 126 and destroyed ammu-

nition, ships and buildings worth over $4 million. Possibly 
the most successful use of the devices was in the water: 
the weapons were used to attack 43 Northern ships, of 
which 29 were sunk. The devices used by the Confeder-
acy did not actually change the outcome of any major 
battle or campaign, but they did provide tactical advan-
tages and showed that a poor rural area could develop 
and field inexpensive but effective weapons of a new 
type. The lessons learnt in that struggle were well studied 
by other nations; within a short period, most industrial 
nations had developed an array of self-propelling torpe-
does and mass-manufactured sea mines. 

Improvised explosive devices have since made their ap-
pearance in almost every theatre of war where combat-
ants sought to develop a new technique or secure an ad-
vantage over their opponent using found materials. This 
was certainly the case on Gallipoli, where discarded food 
tins crammed with stones, metallic fragments, and con-
taining a small charge and a simple match-lit fuse were 
used as makeshift hand grenades. However, possibly the 
closest parallel to the modern notion of an IED can be 
seen in the events of August 1918. The allied offensive in 
that month saw the German army in a similar position to 
the embattled Confederates, using every means to slow 
the tide of the advancing allied armies. Faced particularly 
with the threat from allied tanks, retreating German units 
improvised explosive devices in great numbers, generally 
using artillery shells. The 2nd Field Company Royal Aus-
tralian Engineers, for instance, uncovered a line of pits 80 
yards long, and 6 feet apart, covered with 1 inch thick 
planks and grass. Inside each pit were two large Minen-
werfer (mortar) shells. Luckily, the enemy had not had a 
chance to fuze the weapons. Australian tunnelling com-
panies, freed from their work underground, were em-
ployed in hunting for mines and booby traps, and filling in 
tank traps and craters in roads. No less than 37 contact 
mines were found in one stretch between Villers and 
Warfusee by the unit attached to the 5th Australian Pio-
neers. Australian units were instructed to be on their 
guard everywhere against devices planted in abandoned 
dugouts, and in recently vacated villages, and to be wary 
of attractive war booty used as bait.  

HIDDEN AND DEADLY - Cont. 

An improvised electrical contact pres-
sure switch captured in Afghanistan in 
2010, and made from a discarded hand-
saw Blade. 

Petty Officer Clearance Diver Lane Patterson investigates a posi-
tive IED on the route into the Mirabad Valley, Uruzgan Province. 
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Twenty-two years later the tables were turned, with British 
Empire forces now facing the might of the German blitz-
krieg. War Office Training Pamphlet No 42, Tank hunting 
and destruction, produced at the height of Britain's inva-
sion scare, stressed the importance of incendiary and 
high explosive bombs in destroying armoured vehicles, 
and noted: 

‘The intention should be to instil into the enemy such a 
fear of ambushes that he will approach every defile and 
bend in a road with caution and that he will make a dis-
mounted reconnaissance before attempting to pass such 
points  ...  Once  this  moral  ascendancy  has  been 
achieved, the danger of tank infiltration is over.’ 

Similar tactics have evolved in virtually every conflict of 
the twentieth century that has involved insurgency, from 
Algeria and Northern Ireland to the South African Border 
Wars. In each of these conflicts, a range of deadly IED 
variants has been created, and an equally diverse range 
of technologies has been applied to counter them. 

Afghan militants have had over 30 years of experience, 
fighting against technology-driven superpowers, to de-
velop their IED-making techniques, and to employ them 
using their own knowledge of terrain and local conditions. 
Material captured recently from insurgents in Afghanistan, 

and now in the Me-
morial's  collection, 
reflects the nature of 
the  modern  IED-
making  process,  as 
well as some of the 
equipment  used  by 
Australian  forces  to 
counteract the threat. 
This includes bags of 
ammonium  nitrate, 
one  of  which  was 
originally  sourced 
from  Australia; 

weighing scales made from large aluminium saucers, to 
minimise the risk of sparks; and yellow palm oil contain-
ers, or YPOCs. Found in every village in the Middle East 
area of operations, these are waterproof cooking-oil con-
tainers, ideally suited to housing HME main charges.  

The main charge sometimes uses blast to do its deadly 
work, but increasingly, insurgents are turning to direction-
ally focused fragmentation charges, or DFCs. These are 
charges which attempt to direct the blast, to propel frag-
ments towards the target. Examples in the Memorial's 
collection, defused by coalition Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal teams in the field, are chilling, filled with corroded 
metallic refuse such as nuts, bolts, ball bearings and old 
spark plugs. In every sense, it is not clean warfare. 

Victim-operated mechanisms used by the Taliban range 
in type and sophistication, with some using components 
such as vehicle leaf-springs or saw blades as their main 
electrical contacts. Others rely on non-metallic graphite 
rods to complete their electric circuit, and therefore have 
a low "metallic  signature" when buried, making them 
much harder for coalition forces to detect. 

Just as the bomb makers rely on readily available agricul-
tural products for their main charges, so too do they use a 
range of  discarded or  readily available items for  the 
power sources. Electrical power for the circuits is often 
provided by ordinary C cell batteries, connected in series 
of 6 to 10 and held together with insulating tape, or by 
small automotive wet-cell batteries. 

The political and strategic effectiveness of the IED threat 
in Afghanistan has yet to be measured. It is debatable as 
to whether there is any unified focus to their creation and 
employment. The cost, in human lives lost or damaged, 
has been great. A poignant reminder of such cost is re-
flected in one of the recent collections of the Memorial, an 
F3 mine detector donated by the 2nd Combat Engineer 
Regiment, which bears witness to the blast that also killed 
its operator, Sapper Jacob Moerland, and Sapper Darren 
Smith in 2010. 

The financial cost borne by the coalition has also been 
immense, with an extraordinary range of equipment hav-
ing been developed to detect the devices, to disarm them, 
or to increase survivability for the individual soldier. Many 
nations now use ground-penetrating radar devices to de-
tect non-metallic devices, and heavy reliance is placed on 
electronic countermeasures to prevent the remote trigger-
ing of electronic switches. A range of mine-resistant, am-
bush-protected vehicles have been developed by a num-
ber of combatant nations. One of the best known to the 
public, through its appearances in television documenta-
ries, is the United States's Buffalo, Mine-Resistant Am-
bush Protected vehicle (MRAP), the hull  of  which is 
shaped to direct explosive blast away from the crew. The 
Buffalo is equipped with infrared technology to detect the 
presence of IEDs and a robotic arm to disable the explo-
sive ordnance. Australia has fielded its own vehicle, the 
Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle. A storage bin 
ripped from a Bushmaster by a blast in November 2012, 
and  now  in 
the  Memo-
rial's  collec-
tion,  bears 
witness  to 
the ferocity of 
the blast and 
to  the  suc-
cess  of  the 
design  in 
protecting  its 
crew. 

As in previous conflicts, low-tech improvised explosive 
devices continue to challenge highly trained military per-
sonnel, and to spawn a range of new counter technolo-
gies. Australian forces have been in the forefront of the 
fight to detect and make safe these devices. Unfortu-
nately, they have also paid a great human price  

Editor’s Note: The preceding article is courtesy of the 
AWM’s magazine, WARTIME, Issue 64, Spring 2013. A 
full description of ’The Long Hai Hills’ incident, that oc-
curred on 21 February 1967,  is available for viewing on 
the 5 RAR Association  Website’s in the Special Mention 
Section at http://www.5rar.asn.au/narrative/longhai.htm  

HIDDEN AND DEADLY - Cont. 

Sieve, ammonium nitrate bag, and 
scales for measuring HME compo-
nents. 

The Bushmaster PMV’s storage bin in the AWM 
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It is Reunion Time again!!!!  This time it will be from 
Thursday 26 February until Sunday 1 March 2015 inclu-
sive. We are conducting this reunion at the Gold Coast 
(again) to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the forming of 
5 RAR. The format will be very similar to that of the very 
successful 2010 Reunion conducted at the same location.   

All activities will be in a four (4) day timeframe.  The ma-
jority of the activities will be once again be on site at the 
Twin Towns Services Club.   

Programme 

Thu 26 Feb 15  

1300-1700  Registration and Welcome – Twin Towns 
Services Club, Tweed Heads. 

Fri 27 Feb 15  

0900-1100  Association General Meeting – elect com-
mittee etc – Twin Towns Services Club. 

1300-1700  Sub-unit Functions – Company groups in 
allocated Rooms at Twin Towns Services Club. 

Sat 28 Feb 15   

Free day - Organise your own activities or have a rest. 

Sun 01 Mar 15  

1000-1100  Commemoration Service – Twin Towns 
Services Club . 

1730-2200  Reunion Dinner – Gold Coast Convention 
Centre Broadbeach, (next to Jupiters Casino). Coach 
transport for the dinner will be available to and from the 
Outrigger Twin Towns Resort. 

Accommodation  

There is an attractive accommodation package being of-
fered to us to stay on site at the Twin Towns Outrigger 
Resort. Bookings are open now, but when you book, 
make sure you mention 5 RAR Reunion, or use the form 
inserted with this issue to get these special prices.   

If you don't want to stay at Outrigger Resort you will have 
to make your own arrangements, likewise for caravan-
ners.  For those not staying at Outriggers, if you let the 
Reunion Administration Manager (Gary Townsend 07 
5594 4780 garyt.5rar@gmail.com) know where you are 
staying he will do up a list for the 5 RAR website of mo-
tels and caravan parks where there are 5 RAR members 
staying.  

Attendance 

Most importantly, everyone must understand the fol-
lowing.  This is a 5 RAR Association reunion, and as 
such ONLY financial Association members and their 
guests will be able to attend.  You will need to make sure 
that you are a financial member at the time of the reunion. 
If you are not financial at the present moment fill out the 
membership form, on the reverse of the address sheet of 
this issue of Tiger Tales and send it off immediately. 
There will not be the opportunity to pay at the door, no 
late starters. We have to lock in our attendance and ca-
tering figures about two months before the activities, so 
with an anticipated booking cut-off date of late December 
2014 there is plenty of time to ensure your financial 
status. 

We are looking for a good show of numbers from our 
younger members, and we will be organised to cater for 
them.  There will be a break-out area for the younger vet-
erans and members that will give them a bit of respite 
from spending too much time rubbing shoulders with the 
old guys. Seating at the dinner will also allow them to 
congregate as a unique group. 

Committee  

The reunion organising committee is the same as last 
time, so I guess that means we are all slow learners.  The 
Reunion Committee helping put this together is Bruce 
Schmidtchen, Gary Townsend, Warren Binney, Brasso 
Bamblett and Warren Pearson.  My sincere thanks to the 
guys for offering to do it all again. 

Reserve your place  

The attendance proforma is not yet available, but we will 
get it out in plenty of time. Keep an eye on Tiger Tales for 
that next year. We anticipate that the cost will be no more 
than $200 per person attending (including the Anniver-
sary Dinner), plus your individual costs for accommoda-
tion, meals, drinks, etc. 

Bruce Schmidtchen 

PETER JACKSON REMEMBERED 
On Sunday 11 August, at Squire Park in Cowra, a plaque 
was dedicated to the memory of PTE Peter J Jackson. 
This plaque was organised by the National Servicemen’s 
Association South West Slopes and the Jackson family 
were made welcome by their president, Kerry Damm.  

After Pete’s siblings, Trevor Jackson and Marie Jones 
unveiled the plaque, Kerry laid a wreath, the Last Post 
was played and the Ode was recited. Kerry spoke briefly 
of Pete being called up in May 1968 and going to Viet-
nam with 5 RAR in February 1969. Of him being 
wounded in April and then being Killed-in-Action, in the 
village of Dat Do, by a mine explosion in June 1969.  

It was a lovely though emotional morning and the Jack-
son family really appreciate what Kerry and the Nasho 
guys have done. Many people said, prior to this Pete was 
only a name, but afterwards he was like a new family 
member.  

Marie Jones and Trevor Jackson unveil the Plaque to their brother. 

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 2015 
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215355 DAVID BEDE IRWIN 
24 February 1940 - 17 September 2013 

We have been informed that PTE 
David ‘Brush’ Irwin passed away on 
Wednesday 17 September in the 
Newcastle, NSW area. 

David served for a full deployment in 
the Quartermaster Platoon, Admini-
stration Company, with 5 RAR during 
it’s 1966-67 tour of in south Vietnam. 

He originally served with the 1st Battalion and then joined 
5 RAR when it was established in 1965.  

From the reports of those who served with him, ‘Brush’ 
was known as a bit of a character.  

A funeral service was held for David at James Murray 
Funeral Chapel, Broadmeadow, on Monday 23 Septem-
ber 2013. 

4720284 DARRYL MARTIN CAMERON 
10 June 1948 - 16 September 2013 

PTE Darryl Martin Royston Cameron 
died on the 16th of September at St 
Basils home in Noarlunga, South 
Australia. 

He had suffered various ailments of 
both physical and psychological na-
tures for much of the previous dec-
ade.  

Darryl served with B Company, 5 RAR from 20th August 
1969 to 5th April 1970. 

He is survived by two of his three sons and three grand-
children. We all love and miss him dearly.  

Alex Cameron 
Darryl’s son 

 

3129846 NEILL ARTHUR TRANTER 
22 February 1947 – 21 August 2013 

PTE Neill ‘Dogs’ Tranter passed away 
in Townsville Hospital on Wednesday 
21 August after suffering a prolonged 
lung infection which then developed 
into pneumonia.  

He served with 5 RAR’s Assault Pio-
neers in South Vietnam from 3 Febru-
ary until 3 December 1969. Neill went 
on to become a Foundation member 
of 5/7 RAR in 1973, and deployed to Rifle Company But-
terworth with C Company in 1974.  

Neill’s memorial service was held at Morleys Funerals, 
The Lakes. Townsville on Tuesday 27th August. The ser-
vice was attended by his family, friends, ex-service per-
sonnel and 6 of his Pioneer mates who served with him 
on deployment in South Vietnam. 

1731087 JOHN HUGH DEANE-BUTCHER 
14 April 1945 - 9 September 2013 

2LT John Deane-Butcher passed 
away on 9 September after a brave 
fight with cancer. John was a member 
of the first national service intake in 
1965 and a graduate of the first class 
of OTU Scheyville. He commanded 9 
Pl C Coy throughout the Tiger's first 
tour of Vietnam. John was a most 
effective, caring and popular leader 
who won the respect of his platoon and fellow battalion 
members. He was WIA in February 1967. 

John was a prominent and highly respected member of 
the Bathurst community. A celebration of life was held at 
a packed St Michael and John's Cathedral, Bathurst, fol-
lowed by burial at Maranatha Cemetery. A guard of hon-
our was formed by 5 RAR comrades and local veterans. 
John is survived by his wife Jo and their four children. 

6708275 DARREL LYLE BENN 
11 April 1945 - 3 November 2013 

PTE Darrel Benn died on Sunday 3rd 
November in St Lukes Hospital Pallia-
tive Care unit Launceston. He  had 
been a patient there for quite some 
time and his lung capacity had re-
duced to 40% of normal.  

Darrel came directly from 2RTB Basic 
Training joining 7 Platoon, C Com-
pany, where he completed his Infan-
try Corps Training.  

After this training was completed he was transferred to 
Signals Platoon and served in this position on the Battal-
ion’s 1966-67 Tour of Duty in South Vietnam. 

A private family Funeral Service was held for Darrel on 
Wednesday 7th November in Launceston.  

2789441 ROBERT JOHN CUNNINGHAM 
15 July - 17 November 2013 

PTE Robert (Tex) Cunningham 
passed away on Sunday 17th Novem-
ber, after a battle with a very aggres-
sive cancer.   

“Tex” was a National Serviceman who 
joined C Coy in 1968 and travelled 
with the Battalion to Vietnam in Feb-
ruary 1969.   

Tex was an integral member of 8PL, and carried out the 
roles of forward scout, machine gunner and rifle-
man.  Shortly before the Battalion returned to Australia, 
“Tex” was seriously wounded, losing an eye. 

In later years, “Tex” became involved with the Ingleburn 
(NSW) RSL, and held the position of President for ap-
proximately seven years. 
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with the words "condemn" or "contemn". Contemn means 
to "treat with contempt". When the poem was first printed 
in The Times on 21 September 1914 the word "condemn" 
was used. This word was also used in the anthology The 
Winnowing Fan: Poems of the Great War in 1914 in 
which the poem was later published. If the original publi-
cation had contained a misprint, Binyon would have had 
the chance to make amendments, so it seems unlikely 
that the word "contemn" was meant. The issue of which 
word was meant seems to have arisen only in Australia, 
with little debate in other Commonwealth countries that 
mark Remembrance Day. 

Note: Every single man of the 331,781 who went over-
seas during World War 1, was a volunteer. From the land-
ing on Gallipoli onwards, the Australian troops were used 
as the spearhead of every attack carried out by the vari-
ous British armies in which they served. For this honour, 
they paid a terrible price: 59,258 were killed, 166,815 suf-
fered wounds; 4,084 became prisoners of war. 

The Encyclopaedia Britannica states that the total casual-
ties suffered by troops of the British Empire during the 
First World War amounted to 35.8 per cent of the forces 
mobilised for war service. The total Australian casualties 
however, amounted to 68.5 per cent of their armed 
forces, one of the highest percentages of any nation en-
gaged in that war. 

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children, 
England mourns for her dead across the sea. 
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit, 

Fallen in the cause of the free. 

Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal, 
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres. 

There is music in the midst of desolation, 
And a glory that shines upon her tears. 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young. 
Straight of limb, true of eyes, steady and aglow. 

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them. 

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again; 
They sit no more at familiar tables at home; 

They have no lot in our labour of the daytime; 
They sleep beyond England's foam. 

But where our desires are and our hopes profound, 
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight, 

To the innermost heart of their own land they are known, 
As the stars are known to the night. 

As the stars will be bright when we are dust, 
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain; 

As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness, 
To the end, to the end, they remain. 

The English poet Laurence Binyon, overwhelmed by the 
carnage and loss of life by British and Allied forces in the 
first World War 1914-18, penned one of the most moving 
tributes the world has known to our war dead. 

Titled; For the Fallen, the ode first appeared in The Times 
of London on September 21, 1914. It has now become 
known in Australia as the Ode of Remembrance, and the 
verse in bold above is read at dawn services and other 
ANZAC tributes. 

At Returned Servicemen’s Clubs throughout Australia, 
members observe one minute's silence each night at 
1800 hours. The fourth verse, in bold, is recited in mem-
ory of those who died. It is followed by the response, 
"Lest we forget". 

There has been some debate as to whether the line "Age 
shall not weary them, nor the years condemn" should end 

GALLIPOLI 2015 VISITORS 
BALLOT 

Australians planning to attend Anzac Day commemora-
tions at Gallipoli in 2015 to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the Gallipoli landings can apply for the ballot, Minister 
Assisting the Prime Minister on the Centenary of ANZAC 
Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson announced today. 

“The former Labor government had nominated 1 Novem-
ber as the opening date. As the responsible Minister, I 
was not satisfied that the appropriate level of rigorous 
ballot system testing had been carried out to ensure easy 
access for those many thousands of Australians who will 
seek tickets to Gallipoli in the categories, announced by 
the former Government.” 

Minister Ronaldson said the fair, open and transparent 
ballot was opened on 16 November at the web address  
http://www.gallipoli2015.dva.gov.au/ballot.htm and will 
close at midnight, 31 January 2014 – allowing plenty of 
time for interested Australians to apply. 

“My first priority was to ensure that the Department was, 
as far as possible, fully prepared before the ballot 
opened.” 

Advice of the outcome of the ballot will be provided to 
individuals in March 2014, giving those successful in the 
ballot around 12 months to make and pay for their travel 
arrangements. 

For more information on the ballot visit 
www.gallipoli2015.dva.gov.au 
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The photographs and captions on this page depict some 
of the happenings of 5 RAR’s eighth Birthday celebrations 
in 1973. They are courtesy of ‘Duty First’, the Official 
Journal of Royal Australian Regiment Association, from 
Volume  2, No 4, July 1973. 

My thanks go to Bob Raper (BHQ, RP Sec, Ammunition 
NCO, 1969-70) for allowing me look at his copy of the 
journal and to reproduce these images for Tiger Tales.  

5 RAR 8th BIRTHDAY (1973) 

His Excellency the NSW Governor, Sir Roden Cutler, talks to CPL 
Terry McKechie. Colonel Commandant of the RAR, LTGEN Sir Tho-
mas Daly, is seen at rear. 

The Chief of the General Staff, LTGEN Sir Mervn Brogan, and the 
youngest battaliom member, PTE David Morgan, cut the cake. 

Catering Supervisor WO2 Bruce Kennedy supervises final prepara-
tion to the birthday cake by LCPL Tony Speelman. 

Current CO 5 RAR, LTCOL Kevin Newman, with three previous 
CO’s, LTCOLs John Hooper, John Warr and Colin Khan. 

Quote: "Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human 
qualities, because it is the quality that guarantees all oth-
ers.” 

"Winston Churchill” 
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Laughter mingled with tears as 2,000 relatives and friends 
welcomed back the 5th Battalion at Garden Island yester-
day. 

Some of the Vietnam veterans were seeing their children 
for the first time. 

Some were coming home to fiancées . . .  to weddings. 

Others who had no one to welcome them said simply, “It’s 
bloody good to be back.” 

The men returned from Vietnam on the troop carrier 
HMAS Sydney. 

Some of the relatives and friends who crowded Garden 
Island had arrived at the wharf almost two hours before 
the ship was due. 

They carried placards and flags. 

As the Sydney journeyed through the fog at 8.30 a.m. 
many began to weep. Groups chanted the names of sol-
diers they had come to meet. 

The soldiers wearing jungle greens with their shirt sleeves 
rolled up, lined the deck shivering in the morning cold. 

The crowd waved and shouted . . . but not a soldier 
moved in the ranks. 

A combined Army-Navy band played on the flight deck 
and the Eastern Command band in scarlet uniforms, 
played on the wharf. 

It was not until 9.40 that the troops were allowed to break 
ranks. 

Ten minutes later they were allowed to come ashore. 

Sergeant Ray Holliday, 29, of Campbelltown saw his 11 
month-old daughter, Tracee Anne for the first time. 

She was born two weeks after he left for Vietnam. 

Corporal Warren Coles, 25, of Hamilton, Newcastle, said, 
“It’s nice to be able to relax for the first time in 12 
months.” 

Private Denis Mills, 24, of Adelaide, stamped his feet on 

the wharf and said, “Good old Aussie ground.” 

The battalion’s Commanding Officer, LTCOL J A Warr 
said the troops were convinced they had been doing an 
essential job for the South Vietnamese. 

The troops will go on an average 55 days leave. 

Most of the National Servicemen in the battalion complete 
their service on June 30 so after the march they were 
virtually civilians again. 

Sydney Morning Herald, Sat 13 May 1967 

SGT Ray Holliday is greeted with tears when saw his 11 month-old 
daughter, Tracee Anne, who is being held by his wife Heather. 

LAUGHTER AND TEARS AS BATTALION  
RETURNS FROM VIETNAM 

HELLO TIGER 
In 1970 I was the Operations Officer 9 RAR Enoggera 
and was seconded to participate in the June 1970 Five 
Nations (Malaysia, Singapore, United Kingdom, New Zea-
land and Australia) Joint Exercise “Bersatu 
Padu” (Complete Unity) as an umpire. 1 RAR was the 
land force component to which I was primarily involved. 
The final part of the Exercise was to see 1 RAR attack a 
very well prepared hill top defensive position held by the 
Gurkhas.  

On a number of occasions I visited the Gurkha defensive 
position which was located in primary rainforest on the 
East Coast of Malaysia inland from the town of Dungan. 
On one of these visits the Gurkhas showed me pug 
marks and suggested that they were of a large tiger. How 
accurate they were. For on the very next day whilst mov-
ing along a track nearby,  but on the lower ground  there 
in front of me was an adult tiger crossing the track about 
20-25 metres away. 

I do not recall a time in my entire 
life when any animal had my com-
plete and utter attention as this 
tiger did. Goodness knows what 
my heart rate was at that time. The 
tiger glanced at me and perhaps 
said “Hello Tiger” and kept on his/
her way (I did not note the gender) 
as I only had survival on my mind. 
It took this ‘Tiger’ some time to 
settle back to normal, but the 
memory is alive all these years 
later. What a great experience to 
see the animal freely going about its activity so comfort-
able in its environment.  

Ron Shambrook, OC C Coy, 1967 

Ron Shambrook, 1966. 

Some of the huge crowd that welcomed the Fifth at Garden Island. 
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Quote: "The nation that makes a great distinction be-
tween its scholars and its warriors will have its thinking 
done by cowards and its fighting done by fools.” 

"Thucydides” 

The original Unknown Soldier (the British refer to him as 
“The Unknown Warrior”) was entombed in Westminster 
Abbey in London on 11 November 1920, two days after 
being brought from France. His body had been selected 
by General Wyatt from among four, each draped in the 
Union Jack; they had been recovered from the British bat-
tlefields of the Somme, Aisne, Arras, and Ypres. The sol-
dier was assumed to have been British (though he could 
have been a Canadian, a New Zealander, or even an 
Australian) but he was intended to represent all the young 
men of the British Empire killed during the Great War. On 
the same date, an unknown French soldier was buried 
under the Arc de Triomphe, and several other allied na-
tions soon entombed unknown soldiers of their own. 

Plans to honour an unknown Australian soldier were first 
put forward in the 1920s but it was not until 1993 that one 
was at last brought home. To mark the 75th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War, the body of an unknown 
Australian soldier was recovered from Adelaide Cemetery 
near Villers-Bretonneaux in France and transported to 
Australia. After lying in state in King's Hall in Old Parlia-
ment House, the Unknown Australian Soldier was interred 
in the Hall of Memory at the Australian War Memorial on 
11 November 1993. He was buried with a slouch hat and 

a sprig of wattle in a Tasmanian blackwood coffin, and 
soil from the Pozières battlefield was scattered in his 
tomb. 

The Unknown Australian Soldier represents all Austra-
lians who have been killed in war  

THE UNKNOWN AUSTRALIAN SOLDIER 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 2014-2017 
The 5 RAR Association Membership dues run for a pe-
riod of three (3) years at a cost of $50.00 for that period. 
We have one of the lowest fees of all the Battalion Asso-
ciations for our membership of the Association and in-
cludes the three issues of Tiger Tales per annum. 

The next period for membership is from 1 March 2014 to 
28 February 2017 and this should be paid before Friday 
28 February 2014. 

You tri-annual fee is the only income that the Association 
receives to provide the means to keep it financially viable 
and guarantee our continued survival. The monies pro-
vided by the Membership fee is used to supply communi-
cations for, and between, our members. This is in the 
provision of the highly regarded Association Website and 
in the publication and distribution of Tiger Tales. 

A Membership Renewal Form is printed on the reverse of 
the Address sheet of this issue of Tiger Tales. Please 
take the time to complete the form and return it by either 
emailing or posting to our Membership Officer. The de-
tails to enable electronic banking are shown on the form. 

Less than $17.00 a year, is a small price to pay, to for us 
to be able maintain contact with the comrades-in-arms 
who shared our experiences! 

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at the AWM in Canbera. 

5th BATTALION AIF BANNER 
Below is an embroidered canvas and cotton banner made 
by 3678 Private Charles Edward Adamson who served in 
5 Battalion, AIF, during the First World War. Adamson 
was born in Victoria on 21 May, 1890 and he enlisted with 
the AIF on 20 July, 1915. He sailed for Egypt on the 
troopship 'Ceramic' shortly after enlisting. Adamson 
served in Egypt then in France, participating in the battle 
of the Somme. His diaries (held in the Private Records 
collection) detail his fighting experiences in both Egypt 
and France but the writing ends abruptly due to a war 
injury. Adamson was buried alive in the trenches and 
spent many months in a London hospital recuperating. It 
is assumed that the pieces of embroidery were produced 
by Adamson during this period of recuperation. He em-
barked for return to Australia on 20 March 1919. 

Courtesy AWM 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,  
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.   
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

NOTICES 

TIGER TALES ARCHIVES 

The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to De-
cember 2012, are on the 5 RAR Association Website. 

These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of view-
ing or downloading to your computer. You will find them 
under the 5 RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES 
banner on the Contents Page of - www.5rar.asn.au 

C COY 1966-67 REUNION 

A C Coy reunion, to be held in Perth, WA, is in the plan-
ning stages for ANZAC Day 2014. 

There are already over 80 members and partners who 
have indicated their attendance. For more details contact 
Alan McNulty - alanmarian1@bigpond.com 08 93041333 
or 0417 914309. 

ANOTHER LOST TIGER FOUND 
Kim Locke’s (Lockie, Hippe, C Coy 1969-70) daughter 
has made contact with our Association reps in Perth, and 
advised that he is now in care at the RSL Care Meadow 
Springs, 82 Oakmont Street, Mandurah, WA 6210. 

Terry Major (C Coy 1969), within 
a day or two of being notified, 
has visited Kim, and his report is 
as follows: 

“I went and visited Kim this after-
noon with Rod McLennan (we all 
went through recruit training to-
gether at Pucka). He has suf-
fered three strokes in the past 
and finds it difficult to move, even 
around with a walker. His mem-
ory seems OK though, and he 
seemed to remember a lot of the 
names I mentioned to him.  When I mentioned one par-
ticular bloke, he launched into a tirade of expletives! 

Fortunately, the staff told him we were coming, and greet-
ing him after 40 odd years was extremely emotional for us 
both. I will keep in regular contact with Kim. Next time I go 
hopefully it will be a sunny day so I can take him for a 
walk in his wheelchair. He doesn’t want for anything.   

Regards, Terry” 

Editors note: The 5 RAR Association lost contact with Kim 
in the late 1990’s. 

Kim with copies of Tiger 
Tales. 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 

Our South West (WA) Combined Vietnam Veterans Day  
service was held in Busselton this year with all going ex-
tremely well. The weather was fantastic with veterans 
coming from Collie, Bunbury, Nannup, Bridgetown, Don-
nybrook, Greenbushes and a few other surrounding 
towns. A good day was held by all with a luncheon pro-
vided by the Busselton RSL. 

The 5 RAR Association was represented by Peter Chap-
man (Spt Coy, Tracker Pl 1969-70) from Bunbury and 
myself. 

Next year the service will be held in Greenbushes, so will 
be hoping for another good turnout.  

Rodney Beauglehole, Adm Coy1966-67 

Peter Chapman and Rodney Beauglehole. 

A couple of old Tigers and their better halves attended 
the Vietnam Veterans Day Commemoration at Kokoda 
Barracks, Canungra.  

They were Wayne and Jenny Arnold and Dave Benson 
and his partner Adrienne. We had about forty turn up for 

the Service and all 
went back to the 
Canungra RSL for 
a couple of light 
refreshments, al-
though Dave's 
and mine weren’t 
too light, all in all 
we had a great 
day.  

This photo (left) 
shows Wayne and 
Dave standing at 
the plaque that 
was dedicated by 
the 5 RAR Asso-
ciation on 29 Oc-
tober 2011. 

Wayne Arnold  
QM Pl 1966-67 
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cleared, B Coy was pushed forward to destroy a large 
number of enemy ensconced in dinosaur country. Using 
the traditional combined arms approach the enemy soon 
understood that their A-game was not going to be good 
enough and that the better course of action was to head 
south. 

Sooner than expected the Battalion arrived at an Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (IDP) camp that was secured 
and processed by C Coy. The battalion had to date con-
ducted a majority of the advance dismounted and had 
cleared large tracts of land. The speed at which it moved 
surprised many but was a result of the efforts made on Ex 
Tigers Walk and Run. 

The relentless advance recommenced with the Thais and 
B Coy securing key track junctions enabling C Coy to be 
pushed rapidly to a new start point. C Coy pushed hard 
and secured a major three way junction for the advance. 
The enemy were somewhat surprised when they decided 
to move a platoons worth of men on an Subsidiary Supply 
Route (SSR) and ran into the C Coy security positions…. 
Needless to say ‘out-of-ex move’ became a thing of the 
past and the next leg of the advance became somewhat 
easier as the enemy were not released. 

D Coy then resumed the advance and pushed through 
the area that the enemy platoon had intended to conduct 
delaying operations. Quite fortuitously their capture and 
detainment enabled a high speed move through very 
complex terrain. 

The next phase involved the battalion moving to assem-
bly areas ready to clear the main objective, Snowy Village 
or the Urban Operations Training Facility (UOTF) village. 
Like all good exercises the urban fight was the main 
event. The enemy were again outfoxed and had occupied 
a series of challenging defensive positions on the most 
likely avenue of approach. 

Someone had forgotten to inform them that as a Standard 
Infantry Battalion we had the ability to move wherever we 
wanted, whenever we wanted. B Coy stepped off and 
cleared the northern side of the village while D Coy se-
cured the Eastern edges ready to clear the south. As B 
Coy commenced its clearance the enemy realised that 
they had made a mistake. As they surged back to the 
village they ran straight across the road that D Coy had 

October saw the Tigers return to field to conduct Exercise 
Predators Strike, the Brigade’s annual field training exer-
cise supported by the rest of the Ready Battalion Group 
(RBG) and by a company of soldiers from the Royal Thai 
Army. Once again the Battalion (RBG) was called out to 
support the nation of Tropicana, inserting via a new and 
improved dirt ship. The experiences gained from the last 
dirt ship came into play and a relatively seamless entry 
occurred. 

Once consolidated on the ship the companies com-
menced the lodgement with Delta securing the beach 
head while Bravo and Charlie secured the airfield. Once 
the entry points were secure the build up began. 

The first major activity saw B and D Coys conduct dis-
mounted clearances by night south towards the next ob-
jective. A brief respite then saw B Coy move to place an 
outer cordon around ‘Schooner Ray Village’ normally 
known as the Armoured Fighting Vehicle (AFV) range, 
while D Coy cleared it. An intense fight ensued between 
the bad guys and Delta with Delta gaining the upper hand 
with some intimate support provided by an attached Thai 
platoon and Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) 
mounted in their battle wagons. With snipers engaging 
large enemy elements in depth the fight was soon over 
and the normal arguments about who killed what, and 
how many, occurring. 

While the enemy were being demoralised by D and B, the 
Thais were clearing the mountains to the West ensuring 
the Main Supply Route (MSR) was open. The route 
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Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, 
for  5 RAR Association, by The Pack 
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVER-
LEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme 
Tooth, the principal of The Pack Fac-
tory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 

 

RAR MEMORIAL WALK PATRON 
MAJGEN Stuart Smith, DSC, AM, the 
Commander 1st Division, based at 
Enoggera Barracks has been ap-
pointed as Patron of the RAR National 
Memorial Walk located on that base. 

I don't believe anyone needs remind-
ing that Stuart is the son of Bernie 
Smith, who served both tours of Viet-
nam with 5 RAR and was sadly KIA 
on his 2nd tour.  

MAJGEN Smith stays in close contact with our Associa-
tion and receives copies of Tiger Tales.  

covered by three machine guns which should have been 
end-ex. As it was there was fight to be had and it was 
game on. After a couple of hours intense fighting the town 
was secured and a pause-ex implemented. 

The Brigade live fire phase was next. 

After numerous rehearsals, orders sessions and zero 
practices the battalion was ready to conduct its battalion 
night live fire practice, a daunting task especially for the 
safety staff. 

B Coy deployed with the Marines to train in Bradshaw 
Training Area, and some think may have got the better 
option. The Thais had upped stumps to return home 
which left C and D to fight. To support the fight the gods 
of war had provided some extras – 155mm M777 guns, 
Mortars, DFSW, D Coy’s Manoeuvre Support Section 
(MSS) and a new player – Tiger, an Armed Reconnais-
sance Helicopter (ARH).  

After a gruelling approach march that left many shattered 
due to the heat, the two assault companies were able to 
catch a quick breather in the assembly area. Sleep was 
never an option as the heavy’s softened up the position. 

At zero dark thirty, after a very quick move to the FUP, H-
Hour was called. Just prior to that sacred moment the 
assault elements were treated to the final shots by the 
guns and an awesome display of the Tiger’s weaponry as 
30mm and rockets were fired almost overhead. For many 
it was the first time they had seen such a display all were 
impressed – until they reached the objective. 

The abundance of indirect fire, 30mm and rockets had 
turned the otherwise ridiculously steep piece of hell into a 
churned up, smoking and cratered nemesis. The well re-
hearsed plan fell to disarray as targets and objectives had 
been obliterated (what you would prefer to have happen 
at the best of times) and platoons were hard pressed to 
find their objectives. Needless to say the two company 
positions were cleared and an excellent experience had 
by all participants. 

The final march back to the extraction point was con-
ducted and the Battle Group was able to commence its 
refurb and prep for home. 

Over a two week long period the battalion cleared over a 
third of the training area on foot carrying on average 40kg 
per man in hot, humid conditions. The results obtained 
were testament to the training conducted on previous ex-
ercises and the mental robustness that the battalion had 
built during those exercises. A good result from the sharp 
end of the stick and one that the lads could deservedly be 
proud of. 

Courtesy 5th RAR’s 2013 Journal 



20 BRAVING THE FLAMES 

SGT Dean Briese, of Sig PI 5 RAR, has been recognized with 
a Bravery Medal for his swift action in rescuing a man from a 
burning house at Puckapunyal. 

Governor-General Quentin Bryce announced the award to Sgt 
Briese, one of 21 people honoured, at the Australian Bravery 
Awards on September 1. 

"The national bravery awards recognize the heroic actions of 
those among us who have placed the safety and lives of others 
before their own," Ms Bryce said. 

"We are privileged to have such role models in our society, and it 
is an honour to be able to recognise their acts of selfless bravery 
and thank them publicly for their brave actions." 

Early on September 15, 2012, Sgt Briese was walking home 
from a friend's house when he saw a strange glow on the hori-
zon. 

"I decided to walk the long way around the block to see what it 
was," Sgt Briese said. 

"As I rounded the corner of the block, I saw smoke and embers 
coming from the roof of the house two doors up the street from 
my place. 

"When I got to the door, I opened it and yelled to see if anyone 
was inside but got no reply." 

Sgt Briese said he was certain that the occupant of the house, a 
workmate, was home so he began to search the building. 

"I worked my way down the hall towards the master bedroom, 
where I found him," he said. 

"I was yelling at him to help me get him out of the house as it 
was on fire." 

Sgt Briese said the man was barely responsive so he 
cleared a path to the front door and went back to get him. 

"I half carried, half dragged him out his front door and to 
the driveway," he said. 

"From there, I ran down to my house and woke my partner up 
and got her to run the shower and hauled him into it." 

After getting the rescued man into the shower, Sgt Briese 
headed back to the burning house to look for other occupants 
as he knew his workmate had children who sometimes stayed 
with him. 

He said he didn't have to think twice about re-entering the burn-
ing building when he thought more lives might be at risk. 

"I searched the rooms for any-one else but only found his 
dog," Sgt Briese said. 

He carried the beloved pet to safety and ensured both occu-
pants were seen by medical staff before he too had to be 
checked over at the local hospital. 

He suffered smoke inhalation causing breathing difficulties for a 
few days and bums on his feet from wearing thongs. 

"Water pipes had burst and there was water on the floor so the 
steam had burnt me," he said. 

Sgt Briese said he was embarrassed and slightly over-
whelmed at receiving the award. 

"I am not really the kind of guy that wants to be standing up 
here at all," he said. 

"I don't think I did anything any-one else wouldn't have done if 
they had been there. 

"I don't think I really thought about it, I was just focused on get-
ting the job done." 

Courtesy ARMY Newspaper, LS Helen Frank 
Photo WO2 Neil Ruskin 

Bravery Medal recipient SGT Dean Briese, of 5 RAR”         

NGUYEN VAN DUY - POW 
Perhaps of interest to 5 RAR 2nd Tour veterans, the 33rd 
NVA Regiment had a reunion in Hanoi in late July 2013. 
An aged – but still spritely, Nguyen Van Duy (pronounced 
“Zwee”) attended the reunion.  

I’ve attached two photographs of Duy – one taken on 6 
June (or possibly 7 June 1969) soon after being captured 
by 5 RAR in Binh Ba; and another of Duy at the July 2013 
reunion in held in Hanoi (passed to me recently). 

If Duy had not been captured by 5 RAR, it is very possible 
that he would not have survived the remainder of the War 
– i.e. with 33rd NVA Regiment’s heavy casualties that 
were incurred later in the Vietnam War – and also subse-
quently in Cambodia. 

Provided by 
BRIG Ernest Chamberlain CSC (Retd) 


