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CENTENARY OF THE ARMISTICE AT THE AWM

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the signing of the Armistice on 11 November 1918, the grounds of the Australian
War Memorial (AWM) were decorated with a mass of hand-made poppies.
62,000 poppies had been crafted by the people of Australia, to commemorate the ending of the ‘War to end all Wars’,
unfortunately history shows that this prediction did not eventuate.
Many of the poppies’ centres have been individualised by the people who made them, using buttons or jewellery.
The photo above shows some of the poppies in place in the grounds, with the AWM in the background and the one below shows them surrounding the new statue of General Sir John Monash.
Photos courtesy of Roger Wainwright.

5 RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
THE FUTURE OF OUR ASSOCIATION

Fellows Tigers,
In the previous edition of Tiger Tales I mentioned that at
our AGM on 22 November in Canberra, I would raise
some challenges that will impact on the future of our Association. As this edition of Tiger Tales will be with the
printer when the AGM is held, I felt that I should include
my thoughts to all members here, rather than wait until
next April's issue.
About eight years ago our membership peaked at over
1500 active members. We now have about 950. The reasons for this decline are quite obvious and mainly stem
from natural attrition, with a small number not wishing to
remain as members. You will have seen the constant loss
of our members in the "In Memoriam" pages in each issue of Tiger Tales and this trend is not going to diminish.
Over 90% of our membership is still of the Vietnam era
and at our "Last Hurrah" 55th anniversary reunion on the
Gold Coast planned for March 2020, there will not be a
member of that cohort under 70 years of age. An exacerbating factor is that we 'lost' a generation of veterans during the 33 year linked period of 5/7 RAR from 1973 to
2006.
Whilst we have endeavoured to recruit contemporary veterans to the Association, for a number of reasons only a
small number wish to join up. The numbers marching on
Anzac Day under the 5 RAR banner are growing but this
is not translating into membership. The younger veteran
generation do not seem to like formal associations, committees or paying membership dues. Everything is done
via social media and this is how they stay in contact. I am
aware of one 5 RAR sub-unit of Middle East veterans
who arranged a successful reunion without a single piece
of paper being written.
Consequently, we could ask if the Association is relevant
to our contemporary veterans. The key reasons to join
are to continue the camaraderie created from our service
in the tiger battalion, to commemorate our fallen members
and key events, to preserve our history, to undertake social activities through our reunions and to seek welfare/
advocacy advice when this is needed. I believe we do all
these things very well.
The battalion's support to us is excellent. Every member
of 5 RAR is encouraged to join the Association and is
given an application form during their exit interview from
the battalion. But realistically, when moving to another
posting as part of career progression or on leaving the
Army to start a new vocation, joining our Association is
probably a low priority.
In recent weeks, I have had discussions with our two patrons and executive committee members on the way
ahead. We are considering some plans to hopefully encourage post 2006 5RAR members to take up the future
running of the Association. A related matter is the need
to initiate the writing of the 5 RAR history post unlinking in
2006, including operational deployments and nominal
rolls whilst this is still fresh in the minds of tiger veterans.
At the AGM, I also advised that it is my wish to step aside
as your President at our reunion in March 2020. For me,
that will be 15 years as President, a position I have truly
enjoyed, but it is time for fresh blood. This timing also
gives 15 months for a succession plan to be developed
and hopefully the integration of new and younger talent

into our committee positions. Simply put, we have to seriously look at passing the baton.
Whilst this all may sound a little pessimistic, our Association remains very strong and continues to provide a yardstick for many other Associations. However, our long term
future must be faced and I have an obligation to keep you
informed of our position. I have no doubt we will overcome these challenges. I should also point out that other
battalion Associations are facing similar times. Any commentary or thoughts on what I have said are most welcome.
Life Membership. The AGM also saw life membership
conferred on a stalwart of our Association. On your behalf
I congratulate Gary Townsend on his appointment for his
sterling work as our Editor and Membership Officer. Gary
was reluctant to have his citation included but I insisted! You can read of his contribution to the Association on
Page 9.
I am looking forward to visiting the battalion in Darwin in
early December with Brian Budden to participate in a
number of activities and to present the annual Warr-Khan
Trophy to the outstanding junior leader of 2018.
As another festive season approaches I would like to
thank our committee members including our state representatives for another year of strong support. I also wish
all members of the tiger family a safe and happy time with
your families and friends.
Roger Wainwright

CHRISTMAS EVE 1969
It was the 24th December 1969. Yes, it was Christmas
Eve. I was a member of A Company and at about
2200hrs (10pm) an aircraft flew over playing Christmas
Carols through its loud speaker. We all had our ration of
beer and no doubt were all in Christmas cheer when
someone decided to fire off an M72 illumination round.
Well that lit up the immediate area turning night into a sort
of half day! "Who fired that weapon!" the CSM, WO2 Bob
Armitage demanded to know. The silence was deafening,
nobody owned up to firing anything! "Well it better not
happen again." he roared. Well, boys will be boys; after
all what could be done? They couldn't send us to South
Vietnam as we were already there!
About 15 minutes later, we held an 'O' Group (Orders
Group) and it was decided to fire off an illumination round
at 1, 2 and 3 Platoon lines simultaneously! When that
happened the look on the CSM's face was priceless, he
just turned away muttering something to himself. As the
night progressed there were a succession of flares going
up all over Nui Dat!
It was a Christmas Eve I will never forget,
and one that I often tell what we got up to
and it always gets a laugh.
Ray Curran
A Coy 1969-70
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for 5
RAR Association, by The Pack Factory, 169A
Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209.
Graeme Tooth, the principal of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of
South Vietnam.
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CO 5 RAR REPORT
G’day Tigers,
Since the last edition of Tiger Tales, the battalion has
spent the majority of the time on exercise or courses. As
busy as we have been though, the battalion was crowned
the champion sporting unit in the 1st Brigade in November. A great achievement and just reward for the hard
effort of the soldiers.
September saw the battalion execute a sequenced deployment to Cultana Training Area in South Australia as a
part of Ex PREDATORS RUN. Moving the unit’s personnel and equipment 3500km is by no means a simple task,
and the planning and coordination by Logistics Company
ensured the battalion was ready to fight when we arrived
at Cultana. This exercise was focused at the combat
team level, with the battalion’s companies joining supporting elements from the 1st and 6th Brigades, and the Royal Australian Air Force to complete a series of simulated
training exercises. This was the first opportunity for the
battalion to really sink its teeth into mounted manoeuvre,
and it proved to be an invaluable learning experience.
The increased coordination required to execute synchronised mounted and dismounted manoeuvre necessary in
motorised operations was a key theme, setting the platform from which the battalion can launch into battle group
and brigade level exercises in 2019.
5 RAR is the lead unit for Army’s conventional engagement with the Tentara Nasional Indonesia – Angkatan
Darat (TNI-AD), occurring through the annual AUSINDO
RHINO and WIRRA JAYA series of exercises in August
and September. This year, B Company led this engagement, sending a small training team to Indonesia to partner with the 411th Battalion, 6th Brigade, 2nd Division,
KOSTRAD (Strategic Reserve) during Ex AUSINDO RHINO. The hospitality shown by the 411th Battalion was first
rate, setting a high benchmark for the reciprocal visit to
Darwin during Ex WIRRA JAYA. During Ex WIRRA JAYA,
training focused on mounted manoeuvre, urban operations and care of the battle casualty. The culminating activity was a combined display for PANG KOSTRAD
(Commander Strategic Reserve, TNI-AD) using the battalion’s combat skill development area, and demonstrating the three focus areas for the exercise. The integration
between the two companies involved was excellent, building upon the excellent foundations laid in the previous few
years.
October saw the battalion concentrate on enhancing our
foundation capabilities, with over 60% of the unit involved
in specialist courses, ranging from Support Company platoon requirements, through to Protected Mobility Vehicle
driver’s courses and the introduction of the Multi-Rotor
Unmanned Aerial System (UAS). This new capability uses a Black Hornet UAS to support the battalion’s intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance capability and is
a significant step forward in our ability to employ developing technologies at the tactical level. These courses will
give the battalion’s soldiers the necessary qualifications,
with many moving into new roles in the battalion in 2019.
The battalion’s Subject 2 for Corporal was conducted in
conjunction with the Special Air Services Regiment in
Perth and surrounding training areas. This was a fantastic
opportunity for our up and coming leaders to not only
learn from some of the Army’s best soldiers, but also

demonstrate the strength and capability of the Tiger Battalion. It also exposed the soon to be JNCOs to world
class facilities, providing some great ideas for training
their sections. This approach has been extremely successful and we aim to replicate it next year.
2018 has been another eventful year for the Tiger Battalion, adopting a back to basics approach, whilst simultaneously enhancing the motorised capability within the unit.
The progression in training established solid foundations
at each command level, providing an excellent launch
pad from which to commence the Joint Warfighting Series
in 2019. Effective relationships are the key to success in
joint warfighting, and 5 RAR has worked hard to build and
maintain relationships in 2018 that will enable its success
in the future.
Duty First!
Travis Gordon

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
50th Anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba
A submission has been made to the Department of Veterans' Affairs for the 50th anniversary of the battle to be
commemorated on 6 June 2019 in Canberra in a similar
way to the 40th anniversary. Representatives of the RAAC
Association, the 5 RAR Association and other associations are cooperating on this activity. A response from
DVA is expected in soon. The proposed activities are a
commemorative service at the national Vietnam Memorial
a Last Post Ceremony at the AWM and a commemorative
social function. Further details will be advised when available.
5 RAR Plaque Dedication in Regimental Square Sydney

Following the refurbishment of the RAR Memorial in Martin Place, Sydney, the Association has decided to dedicate a plaque to recognise the service of 5 RAR and our
fallen members. Your committee is finalising a plaque
design. The planned date for this dedication is the battalions 59th birthday on 1 March 2019.
Major 5RAR Reunion - "The Last Hurrah"
The results of a survey of our members showed a preference for our next major reunion to again be held at Twin
Towns on the Gold Coast around the time of the battalion’s 55th birthday - 1 March 2020. This will be the last
major reunion for those of the Vietnam era. The format of
the reunion will be shorter than previously but members
may opt to extend their stay before or after the reunion
period. All activities will be within the Twin Towns complex and will include:
 Sat 29 February (leap year) - A Meet & Greet function
 Sun 1 March - 10.30 AM. A Commemorative Service
 Sun 1 March - 12.30 PM. A formal lunch. This will be
limited to the first 500 members and guests who nominate. Tables will be allocated for sub-units.
The Association will provide a significant subsidy aimed
at keeping costs down. Full details will be provided in the
April 2019 issue of Tiger Tales..
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FROM THE BATTALION

BRAVO COMPANY
Since the beginning of the 5th Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiments’ transition into readying in the Force Generation cycle, Bravo Company has been hard at work perfecting itself in it’s role as a motorised rifle company. The
past 4 months have seen numerous exercises and activities, aimed at better preparing the company to start 2019
strong. Exercise Tigers Run, AusIndo-Rhino, Wirra Jaya
and Predators Run took up a majority of the time for the
Company, testing its ability to remain adaptable, yet also
achieve the greatest training value in a short period of
time.

Australian and Indonesian soldiers prepare to clear a building,
during Ex Wiira Jaya at Mt Bundy Training Area.

From July onwards, B Coy saw the return of personnel
deployed on Operations in Iraq as part of Task Group
Taji, and integrating them back into their respective companies. This involved bringing those members up to
speed on section live fire and various other requirements,
preparing them for the busy few months that lay ahead.
Almost as soon as they had returned, B Coy saw the majority of its NCOs, as well as the Company leadership
team, travel to Indonesia to support the training of the 411
Mechanised Raider battalion, as part of Exercise AusIndo
-Rhino 2018. The Mobile Training Team (MTT) provided
relevant and interesting training to our Indonesian neighbours, focusing on combat first aid, marksmanship, mechanised operations and urban training, among other outcomes. The training was highly regarded, and B Coy was
able to develop a sound reputation in the TNI-AD.
Concurrently, the remainder of B Coy conducted Exercise
Tigers Run, a platoon level live fire at the Mount Bundy
Training Area (MBTA). The conditions at MBTA were exacerbated by the lack of section commanders, all of
whom were supporting Exercise AusIndo-Rhino, testing
the resolve of the company as a whole. After repeated

‘break ins’ and ‘reorgs’ in the blistering Bundy heat, however, the platoon commanders and platoons prevailed,
achieving success even without their most critical team
members; section commanders.
By September, the company was fixated again on international engagement, in the form of Exercise Wirra Jaya.
Indonesia’s 411 Mechanised Raider Battalion, together
with her B Coy counterparts, conducted two weeks of
training, focusing on the same skills that were taught by
the MTT during Exercise AusIndo-Rhino. The exercise
saw good training, but more importantly, mateships between the Australian and Indonesian soldiers develop,
culminating in an early morning urban clearance at the
MBTA, with platoons from the TNI-AD and 5 RAR working
side by side. The exercise was well received and greatly
appreciated by the TNI-AD leadership, and seen as a
successful model for future international engagements
with Indonesia.
Perhaps the greatest test undertaken by B Coy over the
last few months, however, was Exercise Predators Run.
This saw the company as a whole move to the Cultana
Training Area (CUTA), and work as a motorised company
for the first time. Despite the obstacles presented to us in
the form of vehicle breakdowns, panicked Lieutenants
and the Combat Engineers Regiment (1 CER) gap crossing lane, the company prevailed and was able to further
develop as a team as a result of the exercise. Lessons
were learnt and improvements were noted, allowing B
Coy to achieve success in subsequent, and more difficult
exercises in 2019.

A soldier from B Coy moves to cover during a clearance of a village during Ex Predators Run 18 at the Cultana Training Area in
South Australia.

Above all, B Coy experienced a busy yet rewarding few
months since beginning the readying phase of the Force
Generation cycle. This, combined with the current courses period, should see the Company well postured to
begin 2019, and the numerous exercises scheduled over
the next 12 months.
LT J Bronk,
OC 4 Platoon

A soldier from the Indonesian 411 Mechanised Raider Battalion
clears an obstacle before PMVs move through.

Quote: "Like most people I had not realised that the
horror of war is wounds, not death.”
Captain C. S. Stormont Gibbs,
From the Somme to the Armistice

FROM THE BATTALION CHARLIE COMPANY
2018 has been busy year for the members of C Coy. The
year saw the Company progress from training individual
soldier skills, to section and platoon offensive operations
culminating in complex Combat Team live fire attacks on
EX KOOLENDONG as a sub unit within the USMC Marine Rotational Force Darwin (MRF-D) 2/4 BN.

C Coy members moving to enplane onto a USMC MV-22 Osprey.

Exercise KOOLENDONG was held in the Mount Bundy
Training Area and was a two week long activity that saw
Charlie Company receive some unique training opportunities. These included a night raid on an urban facility with
the Company flown in on USMC MV-22 Osprey aircraft.
Platoon live fire attacks by day and night. Integrated with
Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV) infiltration
and Combat Engineers providing obstacle reduction effects. Finally the exercise saw Combat Team Charlie conduct a three objective combat team attack supported by
USMC mortars, USMC F/A 18 Aircraft, Australian artillery
and USMC Combat Engineers. The exercise challenged
the soldiers in a safe and controlled environment that was
exciting for all involved. First and foremost it was a great
opportunity to enhance bonds with the USMC.

Cont.
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of vegetation. After a quick refit to fight back at the infamous Tully “Hilton” (a shell of a building with no windows
or doors). The company was back out in the ‘J’ for a four
day Platoon offensive operations phase. This focused on
testing the Platoon and section commander’s ability to
rapidly plan and conduct key jungle offensive tasks.
These included patrolling, quick attacks, deliberate attacks, ambushing, camp search and clearances. This
phase was a brilliant learning experience for all junior
commanders in the company and especially so for the
mixed engineer/infantry platoon. This was led by an Engineer LT and SGT with Infantry and Engineer CPLs and
the sections were a mix of Sappers and Grunts. This
composite platoon performed all tasks very well and the
performance of the platoon was a testament to the soldiers demonstrating once again the strength of the Infantry, Combat Engineer relationship.
The field phase culminated in a Company attack on a
defensive position in the jungle. This was a complex operation requiring extensive pre H (pre attack) planning
and reconnaissance. Overall it was a successful task and
the entire sub-unit took a lot away from the activity. The
training at Jungle Training Wing was arduous but all
members involved learnt something and came away as
better soldiers and commanders.
Through the year the Company has developed solid relationships with 2 Troop of the 1st Combat Engineer Regiment with members of the troop being present on every
field exercise and Company training block. This relationship cements the combined arms focus the Company is
aiming to foster. 2019 looks to be an even busier year for
the men of Charlie Company although the intense training and level of competence reached this year will see
the Company take any challenge head on.

To wrap up the year post EX PREDATORS RUN Charlie
Company reinforced by members from 2 Troop 1st Combat Engineers Regiment (1 CER), Bravo and Delta company went to Tully for a Sub Unit Training (SUT) package.
This package saw the soldiers lose the comforts associated with operating out of Bushmasters and become forced
to refine every aspect of their individual soldier skills.
The new Sub Unit Training (SUT) package at Jungle
Training Wing (JTW), Tully, saw the soldiers and officers
of C Coy exposed to many new skills. The training began
with knowledge on general jungle skills, living and lessons on local plants that we would come to hate like WaitA-While and Gympie. It then progressed into tracking,
scouting and survival lessons while the junior officers and
SNCO’s were taken to conduct a number of Tactical Exercise Without Troops (TEWT) to focus their tactical planning into a jungle setting.
The sections then went out for a small section phase focusing on individual and small team skills. As soldiers that
have done most of their field in open terrain and wide
plains of Mt Bundy and Cultana, it took some time to get
used to only being able to see 10m due to the thickness

The Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicles move off at Mt Bundy
Training Area.

2019 will also see the majority of the Charlie Company
hierarchy move forward with their careers. The company
is receiving a new OC, 2IC, CSM, and two new platoon
commanders and platoon SGTs. The Officers and
SNCOs moving into the majority of those roles are yet to
be confirmed. Although they can be assured that they are
taking command of a highly capable and competent
Company.
MAJ Andrew Raven
OC C Coy
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FROM THE BATTALION -
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DELTA COMPANY

SUPPORT COY

Following a well-deserved reduced tempo period in July,
after a period of high intensity section level training, the
soldiers of Delta Company returned from leave ready to
progress onto tackling Platoon and Company level operations in the Readying Phase. With the Brigade combined
arms activity EX PREDATORS RUN 18 on the horizon,
the Company conducted various smaller exercises including EX DELTA PLATOON SHAKEOUT in the Cultana
Training Area (CTA) and EX TIGERS RUN 18 in Mount
Bundy Training Area (MBTA) in order to prepare and perform to the high standards expected of the company.

In the final half of 2018 Support Company 5 RAR has
been providing elements of the company to participate in
EX PRED RUN in Cultana. This exercise saw mortar platoon conducting overhead fires with High explosive,
Smoke and Illumination munitions in support of a Company defensive range.

EX DELTA PLATOON SHAKEOUT occurred in the period
from 26 July to 02 August 2018 with each platoon given a
24 hour period in the Close Training Area for remediation
of SOPs and skills picked up during the section level certification activity EX PREDATORS WALK 18 earlier in the
year, and to train platoon warfighting operations in preparation for the Platoon Level certification activity EX TIGERS RUN 18. The activity was a success with all objectives achieved, however cover and concealment throughout the activity proved to be a challenge as a few days
prior controlled burns had removed majority of the foliage
and ensured all soldiers black ash throughout every inch
of their gear. Needless to say, the Platoon Sergeants had
a field-day during the post battle procedure kit checks.
On the 15th of August Delta Company deployed to Mount
Bundy Training Area to conduct EX TIGERS RUN 18, the
Platoon Level Certification Activity run by the Battalion to
achieve Army Training Levels/Standards 3B (ATL/S 3B),
which consisted of dry, blank and live fire platoon attacks
by day and by night. By the 18th of August the enemy position had been thoroughly cleared and assaulted, including the ground 200m to the left of the position in one geographically embarrassing instance, and the Platoons had
set the preconditions to achieve the Company Live Fire
certification during EX PREDATORS RUN 18 in Cultana.
In September Delta Company had the honour of being
the lead company through the battle lane on EX PREDATORS RUN 18 in Cultana Training Area. The BDE exercise was focussed on Combined Arms Combat Team
training and included an advance, an obstacle crossing,
an attack lane, a secure task, a live fire Combat Team
defence range and Chemical, Biological, Radiological and
Nuclear (CBRN) training. For the first time Delta Company operated completely motorised utilising the Bushmaster PMVs throughout the exercise, or as the digger’s
would refer to it: the air-conditioned nap mobiles. The
Exercise was a success and Delta Company performed
to a high standard, receiving positive feedback from the
Combined Army Training Team (CATC) Observer Trainers.
At time of writing, the Company is currently split between
Subject 2 for Corporal course being run down in Bindoon
Training Area in WA, various Support Company courses
being run in Adelaide, and those conducting the regular
barracks routine in Darwin (namely complaining about the
heat).
LT Jack MacLeod

A mortar detachment prepares to drop a HE bomb, firing in support of the company defensive, and at right the bomb rising.

Reconnaissance platoon provided sections to 5 RARs
advance lane during the exercise to conduct Close Target
Reconnaissance (CTR) missions and provide critical intelligence to the Company commanders during the lane.
On conclusion of Ex PRED RUN, Support Company
moved into the courses camp period. Both Reconnaissance and DFSW travelled down to Adelaide to begin
their courses camp in the cooler climate. Meanwhile Signals remained in Darwin conducting an Specialist Combat
Communications Course (SCCC) for those lucky enough
to be selected. Additionally, Mortars basic and Officer/
NCO were held in sunny Puckapunyal while the Sniper
hopefuls hightailed it to Canberra and Singleton to complete their basic course.
The Reconnaissance course as always was a gruelling
effort for the soldiers attempting to join the ranks of the
platoon. With a pre-selection being EX BUSH CHOOK
separating the determined recon minded soldiers apart
and then five weeks spent in Adelaide between
Mt Crawford forest and Murray Bridge training area,
where they attempted navigation, conducted break contacts as well as reconnaissance tactics and finished with
a set of full mission profiles.
DFSW meanwhile have been conducting their course
between RAAF Edinburgh and Cultana training area,
qualifying 22 soldiers in the different weapon systems of
their platoon. Training
skills such as Armoured Fighting Vehicle (AFV) recognition,
Gun line drills and
Javelin gunnery. The
course is aiming to
conclude in late November
with
two
members firing the
javelin.
Recon Platoon perfecting their break
contacts training.

(Continued on page 7)
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LOGISTICS COMPANY

(Continued from page 6)
The Sniper basic course has seen itself conducting weapon qualifications, passable day and night navigation, observation and sniper stalks. The course is currently between the School of Infantry and Singleton training area
and is concluding midway through November.
While the war fighters have been conducting their courses signals platoon have been teaching SCCC in Darwin
to the Battalions next generation of signallers. The soldiers on this course learn Higher Command communication to employ on the battlefield. The radios have come a
long way since the 77 Set and RTF – 200/500. The current radios the soldiers learn are the AN/PRC-152 (VHF/
UHF) and AN/PRC 150 (HF). The culminating activity on
course is a week-long Command Post (CP) Exercise
where the soldiers are exposed to a simulated CP, testing
the skills learnt during the course. Remember if you don’t
have comms, you’re just camping

The MACK truck used to support the Variety Bash, 2 members of
Logistics Company drove this from Darwin to Townsville and back.

The second half of 2018 has so far seen LOG Coy elements deploy in support of EX WIRRA JAYA, EX KOOLENDONG, EX TIGERS RUN and EX PREDATOR RUN
(EX PR) to enable the Battalion to achieve its training
outcomes. Additionally, the Coy has supported 1 BDE
driver courses, the exported 5 RAR Recon and Direct Fire
Support Weapons (DFSW) courses and a small Forward
Repair Team (FRT) to Sub Unit Training (SUT) Tully with
C Coy. The highlight for the Coy was being able to support all the activities whilst still being able to provide support to the 2018 Variety Bash, which saw CPL Jeynes
and PTE Whybrow take the Variety Bash support role
utilising a MACK from Darwin to Townsville and back.
This support was very well received by all members of the
Bash as well as kids and families in each location.

Snipers conducting a live fire ranging of their weapons in the Singleton Training Area

Throughout the year Support company has conducted
several exercises and courses achieving a great deal
from Jungle training in Tully, to Exercises in South Australia.
The current serving OC Major Jamie Smith, will be posting to Canungra in 2019 and the CSM WO2 John Smallacombe, OAM will be remaining with 5 RAR for another
year. We also couldn’t have operated so well this year
without support from our excellent Q staff and WO2 Pratt
who will be posting to FNQR at the conclusion of this
year.
From 5 RAR Support Company we congratulate all the
members of the fighting Fifth for a great working year and
wish everyone an excellent, well deserved break over the
Christmas leave period.
LT Harvey Browne

Logistics Company members conduct repairs on exercise.

Given the tempo in the BDE, as the single Motorised Infantry Battalion, 5 RAR has continually used its Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV) fleet and keeping
this capability functional has kept our workshop busy
throughout the year. All trades in Technical Support Platoon (TSP) have worked together to fulfil, at times, the
continuous stream of short-notice repairs and maintenance required to ensure the fleet was able to serve 5
(Continued on page 8)
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ARMISTICE DAY 1918

FROM THE BATTALION -

Cont.

LOGISTICS COMPANY - Cont.
(Continued from page 7)
RAR’s intent. Early engagement with the Coy’s enabled
Forward Repair Teams (FRT) to deploy forward with the
Force Element (FE), enabling proactive maintenance in
location with the A1 Echelons rather than reactive maintenance pushed from the A2 Echelon. This resulted in fewer vehicles and less equipment being offline for the exercises.

On 11 November 1918, Victoria Cross recipient Joe Maxwell and his 18th Battalion colleagues were in Vignacourt
when the joyful news came through that the war was finally over. He wrote:
”11.30am—What a day! The strain snapped. Everyone in
Vignacourt went mad with joy. The battalion was lined up
in the main square and the colonel read the conditions of
the Armistice. Surging wildly into the square came the
whole civil population dancing and singing. Their bands
blared the British, French and American national anthems. The battalion ‘clink’ was opened. Restraint was
flung to the winds. The villagers opened their cellars and
wine flowed among the troops.”

Logistics Company members resupplying a fleet of PMVs.

The Main Q store and Transport under a Distribution
(DISTRO) Platoon banner achieved the distribution effects required to keep 5 RAR moving. The A2 and Coy
A1s road self-deployed utilising all L121 vehicles for the
first time on EX PR, with no legacy vehicles required.
Covering over 6,000 km per vehicle, EX PR was our first
rigorous training with this new fleet and provided an excellent opportunity for LOG Coy drivers to dominate the
terrain, putting the equipment and personnel to the test.
As we spend more time working with L121 vehicles we
will continue to train and refine our SOPs in order to maximise the use of this capability.
LOG Coy has now switched targets towards enabling a
successful transition to 2019. The rotation of Austeyr
EF88 rifle into the Battalion was seamless and a result of
good preparation from all elements of 5 RAR. Our next
target is focussing on supporting the Battalion in the BDE
sports, athletics, swimming and of course the Battalion
Sports Week. Roll on 2019!

A Thuillier picture of Vignacourt Armistice celebrations with the
bands of the 18th and 20th Battalions playing. Note the people looking up at the Cathedral, where the Australian and French flags had
just been raised.

PTE Alfred Binskin, of the 20th Battalion, describes the
moment he and a mate raised the French and Australian
flags by climbing to the top of the Vignacourt Cathedral:
“We are billeted in a
place
called
Vignacourt. An armistice signed. Great
fun with the French
people . . . . A mate
and I went to the
church and climbed
up to the steeple
and hoisted the
French and Australian flags . . . . The
band played the National Anthem and
God save the King.”

MAJ Matt Barnes

ABOVE AND BEYOND
Three of 5 RAR’s soldiers have been recognised with the
‘Soldier’s Medallion for Exemplary Service’, in the latest
round of presentations.
Those recognised were;

Courtesy of ‘The
Forgotten Diggers’
by Ross Coulthart

 CPL N L Sansom,
Support Company.
 PTE J J Jones, Logistics Company.
 PTE D V Borgogno.
Bravo Company.
Our congratulations go to
these members of the battalion on their recognition.

This image of the very moment that the
French national flag - the Tricolour - was
raised on Vignacourt Cathedral on Armistice Day 1918. Alfred Binskin raised the
Australian flag a few moments later.

Editor’s Note: These
two photographs are
from the Louis and
Antoinette Thuillier
collection that were
taken in Vignacourt
during World War 1.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP GRANTED
At the AGM held in Canberra in late November, Gary
Townsend was granted Life Membership of the 5 RAR
Association. It was presented to him by our Patron BRIG
Colin Khan. This is the eighth Life Membership to be
granted to members of the Association, who have provided exceptional loyalty and service to the Association.
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cation to two crucial roles in the conduct of the Association's affairs have been paramount in the continuing success of the 5 RAR Association.

GARY TOWNSEND
LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD
2018

He has also voluntarily taken on other activities in support
of the Association. At his own initiative, Gary established
and manages a website "The Mushroom Club" to record
the personalities and history of C Company's 1st tour of
Vietnam. He was a key member of the committee that
planned and executed two highly successful major Association reunions on the Gold Coast in 2010 and 2015. In
addition, since 2013 he has initiated an annual 5 RAR
reunion lunch on the Gold Coast that enables battalion
veterans from south-east Queensland and north-east
New South Wales to gather together in a spirit of camaraderie.

Gary Morice Townsend was born in Melbourne on 12
June 1945. He was educated at Coburg Technical School
and after leaving school he was employed in small business.

Gary Townsend has selflessly given outstanding, loyal
and dedicated service over a long period to the Association. He is eminently qualified to be appointed a Life
Member of the 5 RAR Association.

Gary was called up for national service in the first
intake on 1 July 1965 and
undertook recruit training
with the 2nd Recruit Training
Battalion at Puckapunyal.
He was allocated to the
infantry corps and posted to
the 5th Battalion at Holsworthy where he completed his
corps training. He joined 7
Platoon C Company and
stayed with this platoon as
a rifleman/scout for the enGary Townsend
tire duration of the battalion's first active service tour
of duty in Vietnam from April 1966 to May 1967. He deployed to and from Vietnam aboard HMAS Sydney.

THE 5TH BATTALION HERITAGE
TIE - FOR SALE

Our sincere congratulations go to Gary on his efforts on
behalf of 5 RAR Association (Inc.) and his Citation is as
follows;

* * * *

After completing his national service obligation Gary returned to his civilian employment in Melbourne. In 1985,
Gary and his family re-located to Queensland where they
managed their own wholesale agency business from
which they retired in 2008.
It was just prior this time (2006) that Gary became aware
of the 5 RAR Association. He joined up and immediately
became involved in its activities. In August 2007 he volunteered to be the Editor of the Association's newsletter
"Tiger Tales" and from that time until his appointment as a
Life Member he has produced 35 editions. The quality of
"Tiger Tales" is widely applauded as being an outstanding
unit magazine within the Army veteran community. To
achieve this high standard he has maintained close liaison with 5 RAR to ensure that balance is maintained on
contemporary tiger battalion matters as well as historical
and veteran issues.
In 2015, Gary volunteered to take on the additional role of
Membership Officer of the Association. In this capacity he
has modernised our records processes and goes to extraordinary lengths to follow up members who are errant
in paying their membership dues. He also willingly researches and investigates a range of issues that affect
the Association with consequential sound advice to the
executive of the Association. His achievements and dedi-

Wear the history of the 5th Battalions at your next function, showing the history of the 5th Battalions from the
landing at Anzac Cove on the 25 April 1915 to the present
day and 5 RAR service on current operations.
Only 100 of these Ties have been manufactured to commemorate the history of the 5th Battalions from the raising
of the first 5th Battalion in 1914, the 2/5th Battalion in 1939
and its service against all the
AXIS powers in WW2, then 5
RAR in 1965 and the VIETNAM
ERA. It continues to the reraising of the Battalion in
2006 and its service in EAST
TIMOR, IRAQ and AFGHANISTAN and the conflicts of today.
Follow the colour patches as
they change from BLACK over
RED then BLACK over RED with
GREY surround to GOLD over
BLACK for 5 RAR to GOLD on
a GREEN ground for our present
day 5 RAR. The tie is also embellished with OUR mascot the
TIGER. Each Tie comes with a
thoughtfully
designed
lapel
badge depicting those changes
in the history of the Battalion.
To receive your Limited Edition
Tie and Lapel Badge send a
CHEQUE or MONEY ORDER for
$85.00 (Postage to anywhere in
Australia is included):
BRIAN BUDDEN
7 BAILEYS ROAD
COOPERS SHOOT
NSW 2479.
A PROPORTION OF ALL
PROCEEDS GO TO THE 5 RAR
ASSOCIATION.
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AROUND THE STATES
TAS - Cont.

WA
Our normal committee meeting was held at 43 Below on
17 July, we had 22 members attending.
We started the meeting and our two guests, Doug Bishop
and Stretch Bryan who are travelling around Australia and
had arrived in Perth were late. So another two charges
were laid against Doug (see August Tiger Tales, page
13).
It was good to see them and we had members of C Coy
1st Tour attending including Harry Neesham, Bob Antonio
who can still talk underwater, Bill Hunt, Warren Gosney
and Russell Briggs. Other members present were Ivan
Leach, Peter Armstrong, Ray Ward, Max Stephenson,
Laurie Simpson, Terry Bates, Johan van der Wal, Mike
Nettleton, ‘Chainsaw’ McCullach, Mark Frichot, Greg Negus and John Halliday.
It was a good meeting where Vietnam Veterans Day was
discussed, we were going to have it at 43 Below. But due
to the fact that too many people being away at that time,
the event has been cancelled,
43 Below was very happy as we all stayed for lunch and
drinks, most of us left around 16:30 hours, so it was a
good day. It was good to catch up with Doug and
Stretch again, so many stories, and as before everyone
had left their hearing aids at home so the noise was deafening.
Alan McNulty

The Tasmanians proudly display the 5 RARA banner in Devonport.

Jeff Garwood (D Coy 2nd Tour) decided he was camera
shy and went AWOL prior to our photo shoot.
Apologies were received from Rick Bott, ‘Tippo’ Tippins,
Daryl Poke, Darrell George, Rhonda McCarthy, Irvine
Brooks, Wayne Binns, Chuck Kenane, Anne Youl and
Colin Illman. Most of these were sunning themselves on
the big island or involved in their own local activities.
5 RARA Tassie will be holding a Christmas luncheon on
5th December in Deloraine.
Plus: Next year we will have Battalion Birthday celebrations at the Bush Retreat in the Central Highlands. More
information will be forwarded to members in early 2019.
Kevin Mulligan

The WA group welcome the travellers.

TAS
The Mersey/Leven Branch of the Vietnam Veterans Association of Devonport invited members of the 5 RAR Association to attend their official ceremony on Vietnam Veterans Day 2018 as a separate identity, and asked us to display our 5 RAR banner. One quarter of our Association's
financial members attended. It was a moving ceremony
as those living, and past, local veterans who served at
Balmoral or Coral were acknowledged.
The local Army Cadet Unit was gracious in providing two
of their members, CDTCPL Sophie McGee and CDTSGT
Sandon Boarder, to chaperone our banner during the ceremony.
Those in the following photo with the banner are, from L
to R are: Jim Fitzgerald, CDTCPL Sophie McGee, Rob
Ferguson, Max Aitken, Kevin Mulligan, Bruce Heron and
Tom Higginbotham, CDTSGT Sandon Boarder.

QLD
There has been not
much happening in
Queensland since
the last Tiger Tales
was published in
August.
I
visited
the
Mudgeeraba War
Museum, on the
Gold Coast, with
two fellow 5 RAR
members
Peter
Peter, Vince and John at the Museum.
Pezet and John
Reister. We were very impressed with how much there
was to see and the museum’s informative displays.
If you are ever in the area, it is a place that is well worth
visiting.
Vince Feenstra
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HIDE AND SEEK

5 RAR joined forces with the US marines and French troops for Exercise
Koolendong, reports Cpl Julia Whitwell.
Charlie Coy 5 RAR’s
Lt Alex Baldry said
the battalion used to
be mechanised before changing to unmounted
infantry,
and was now moving
towards motorisation.

A game of hide and
seek between a 14tonne vehicle and an
unmanned
aerial
vehicle (UAV) returned
unexpected
results during combined-arms training
at Exercise Koolendong in the Northern Territory from
August 17-28.
Three platoons from
5 RAR hid their convoys of Bushmasters, by day and by
night, with two evading detection as the marines used
UAVs to search the Mt Bundey Training Area for a visual
or heat signal.
Sgt Ashley Farrell said the activity was eye-opening.
"Their UAV has a normal camera - it has a good zoom on
it and an infra-red thermal capability' Sgt Farrell said.
"We drove the vehicles into creek beds and parked them
under the overhangs and put the cam nets out.
"Out here, thermal doesn't work that well because everything is so hot. They can't differentiate between us and a
termite mound, and everything holds the heat into the
night, so creek beds look like roads."
Exercise Koolendong was focused on interoperability between the Marine Rotational Force - Darwin and the Australian and French armies, and functioned as a test for the
limits of Bushmasters in diverse terrain.
While Koolendong was primarily a US Marines-led exercise, 1 Bde contributed a company from 5 RAR, a battery
from 8/12 Regt and supporting elements.

"For Charlie Coy, it's
been a good time to
shakeout and practise company movement, harbouring and
attacks," Lt Baldry
said. "It's been a very
good chance to get
out and see what the vehicles are actually capable of both In the close fight and manoeuvrability - and to see
just what the logistics burden is on those vehicles and
how it changes how we operate as dismounted infantrymen."
Lt Luke Ede-Jones said the exercise also gave an opportunity to test new support fire capabilities between the
Australian Army and the marines.
"The marine corps used a piece of breaching equipment
called APOS," Lt Ede-Jones said.
"It fires an explosive breach charge that then allows our
infantry company to conduct an attack on a feature. It was
pretty spicy up on the hill."
Training between the three nations' forces included night
raids, live-fire attacks and air wing assaults, plus artillery
and mortar live-fires.
Koolendong Is an annual multilateral live-fire warfighting
exercise conducted under the US Force Posture Initiatives.

L: A 5 RAR soldier
guides a MV-22 Osprey
from Marine Medium
Tiltrotor Sqn 268.

R: 5 RAR soldiers
fire a squad
automatic
weapon.

Courtesy of ARMY Newspaper

A Merry Christmas to all from the Editor.
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IN MEMORIAM

216528 JOHN DAVID LOADER
7 September 1941 - 28 July 2018

2790463 CLIVE MARSHALL DICK
11 May 1948 - 1 August 2018

A Funeral Service for Jack was held at Somerville Funerals, Gold Coast, on Tuesday 7 August. Members of the
veteran community were at the service for Jack.

PTE Clive Dick died peacefully on
Wednesday 1 August, after losing his
long battle with cancer.
Clive was deployed to 1 ARU in
South Vietnam from 13 May to 3 June
1969. On 4 June he was posted to 4
Platoon B Company 5 RAR, and
served there for the balance of the
battalion’s 2nd Tour. Clive was WIA by
shrapnel on 18 August 1969 during Op Camden.
He re-enlisted in 1977 and served for a further 21 years.
During his second basic training he was known as ‘Grand
-pop’, because of his age and the wearing of his Vietnam
service ribands.
A Funeral Service was held for Clive at James Murray
Funeral Chapel, Broadmeadow, NSW on Friday 10 August. 5 RAR Association members were in attendance.

2781533 JOHN EDWARD WILLIAMS
5 March 1945 - 20 August 2018

1201694 LEONARD WILLIAM ALLEN
14 October 1947 - 5 October 2018

CPL John ‘Jack’ Loader passed away
peacefully on Saturday 28 July in his
hometown of Nerang, Gold Coast.
Jack joined 1 RAR in Vietnam in April
1966, when 1 RAR returned to Australia he was posted to 6 RAR until January 1967. He returned to Vietnam with
5 RAR on 28 January 1969 as a section commander in 7
Platoon Charlie Company. During Op Federal Overlander
in March, Jack was WIA during a bunker contact. Due to
his wounds he was medically returned to Australia on 7
April 1969. He continued his career in the ADF for many
years, was awarded an AM (1989) and retired as a Major.

PTE John ‘Blah’ Williams, formerly of
Mullumbimby NSW, lost his final battle in Mackay QLD on Monday 20 August after suffering prolonged illhealth.
John, a national serviceman, deployed to South Vietnam as a mortarman, with Support Company on 6
May 1966. On the formation of the
Reconnaissance Platoon he became an inaugural member, usually lugging a radio or M60. He served in that
positon for the remainder of the battalion’s 1966-67 Tour.
The OC of Reconnaissance Platoon, Mick von Berg stated, “a good man, gone too soon.”

CPL Leonard ‘Len’ Allen died on Friday 5 October, in his home city of
Darwin, of complications relating to
his cardiac condition.
Len was the section commander of 5
Section, 5 Platoon for the battalion’s
entire 1969-70 tour of South Vietnam.
He was Mentioned-in-Despatches for
his actions in contacts with enemy
forces, specifically in August 1969 during Operation Camden, but also in other contacts throughout that year. His
then CSM, Rowdy Hindmarsh, states, “Len was one of
the best NCOs in the battalion!”

A Memorial Service was held for John at the Hay Point
Hotel, Hay Point QLD, on Saturday 22 September.

A Funeral Service was held for Len at Darwin Funeral
Services, Marrara, NT, on Friday 19 October. The service
was attended by Len’s service and 5 RARA mates, the
current 5 RAR Adjutant and A/RSM.

5713686 BERNARD JEFFREY MCSHANE
16 February 1945 - 23 October 2018

44537 WILLIAM RONALD ERRINGTON
31 July 1948 - 6 November 2018

PTE Bernard ‘John’ McShane died in
Hollywood Private Hospital, Nedlands, WA on Tuesday 23 October.
He passed away peacefully in his
sleep, after a short illness.

LCPL William ‘Boong’ Errington died
on the evening of Tuesday 6 November, in his home suburb of Pooraka,
South Australia. He had been fighting
a long illness, but now is at peace.

On 22 April 1966, John deployed to
South Vietnam aboard HMAS Sydney, along with the majority of C
Company. He served in 3 Section, 7
Platoon as a rifleman and occasional machine-gunner.
John served for the entire tour and returned to Australia
on board HMAS Sydney, docking at Garden Island, Sydney on 12 May 1967.

Boong served in 8 Section, 6 Platoon
for the full term of the battalion’s 1969
-70 tour of South Vietnam. He started
the tour as the section machine gunner. Later in the tour Boong was promoted to LCPL and
assumed the responsibilities of being the 2IC of his section. According to those that served with him, Boong was
a good digger, a real character and many a story could
be told of him.

A private Funeral Service was held for John on Friday 2
November. Several of his close service mates were
asked to join the family for this celebration of John’s life,
and to pay their final respects.

A Funeral Service was held at Centennial Park Cemetery
followed by committal in the Derrick Gardens on Monday
19 November.

A 5 RAR CHARACTER - SGT "PADDY" CAHILL
All battalions of our regiment have had characters that
stand out and are revered as icons of their battalion. In
the four battalions I served with there was SSGT Frank
"Dinky" Dean, the long serving CQMS of A Coy 1 RAR.
Frank was a master of having the perfect 100% Q Account at every annual stock take. It just happened that
way! 7 RAR had SGT Dave Willis who was the guru of the
transport platoon which he preferred to run without the
interference of an officer. ‘Willis’ the pig, the 7 RAR mascot was a legacy of Dave's service not to mention his passion for wearing boots GP, even in mess kit and civilian
clothes. Dave carried this into 5/7 RAR after linking.
5 RAR had SGT Frederick Bernard ‘Paddy’ Cahill who
was the iconic Sergeant cook of C Coy on both tiger tours
of Vietnam. Paddy had a typical Irish temperament and
was entirely devoted to looking after the men of Charlie
Coy. On his first tour he had to establish the initial kitchen
at Nui Dat in deplorable conditions, in the wet season and
without hard standing. He did this cheerfully and with his
cooking team would produce his famous bread rolls or
"paddy buns" that would be inserted into operations by
resupply helicopter, to add a bit of variety to the combat
rations. Paddy would normally accompany the resupply
mission. This continued throughout his second tour. I got
to know Paddy well being a member of C Coy in Vietnam
and then later as a member of 5/7 RAR.
Paddy was born on 3 July 1921 at Ennis, County Clare
Ireland. He enlisted in the British Army on 2 September
1941 and served during WW2 with the Green Howards
and the Royal Berkshire Regiment reaching the rank of
Corporal. His awards included the 1939-45 Star, the Burma Star and the War Medal 1939-45. He discharged from
the British Army in January 1947 and then enlisted in the
Australian Army on 22 April 1952. During the Korean War,
Paddy served at various times with 2 RAR, then 1 RAR
and 3 RAR in both Korea and Japan.
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commanded by MAJ Greg Negus (a 5 RAR 1st tour Vietnam veteran). In early 1974, C Coy commanded by
MAJ Brian Green was warned for service as Rifle Company Butterworth and undertook intensive training in
preparation. Paddy naturally expected to be the Sergeant
cook for this deployment, however he was not as fit as he
could be and was over imbibing a little.

SGT Paddy Cahill (inset) and also in his newly upgraded kitchen.

On being told that he would not deploy with C Coy, Paddy
marched himself into my office with the RSM in hot pursuit and ‘demanded’ that I overturn this decision as I
should know full well that Charlie Company was Paddy's
company and that he had to deploy with them. Regrettably, I told him that I would support Greg's decision. Paddy
turned and stormed out of my office but under the RSM's
‘guidance’ quickly returned to offer the appropriate departing salutation. Paddy would not speak to me after
that!
At the end of 1974 I was to be reposted and being Supervising Officer of the Sergeant's Mess, the RSM invited
Tina and me to be farewelled at a Dining-In-Night. On the
day, the RSM advised me of our arrival time and that a
Sergeant had been nominated to be our host. We arrived
at the appointed hour and there was Paddy at the entrance ready to host us. He presented us with six crystal
glasses (suitably declared in our assets!) which we have
to this day. All forgiven.
Awards received by Paddy during his Australian Army
service were the Korea Medal, the UN Service Medal
(Korea), the Vietnam Medal, the National Medal, the Vietnamese Campaign Medal, the Infantry Combat Badge
and the Returned from Active Service Badge. Paddy discharged from the Army on 21 April 1976 and passed
away on 14 August 1983.

The early days trials of supplying the 1966 C Coy kitchen in the
rubber the other side of the road (later Sweetnam Cres.)

In September 1957 he rejoined 2 RAR and during a seven
year tenure he served in Singapore and Malaya. Postings
to 2 Recruit Training Battalion and 3 Training Battalion
followed before joining 5 RAR on 23 March 1966. After his
first tour of Vietnam, Paddy served at the Infantry Centre
at Ingleburn before rejoining 5 RAR on 28 June 1968,
again as the Sergeant cook for C Company. He was an
original member of 5/7 RAR (when 5 RAR and 7 RAR
linked) on 3 December 1973. This was to be his final unit.
At the time of linking I had transferred from 7 RAR to 5/7
RAR as OC A Coy and then Bn Second in Command.
The battalion cooks were brigaded under Admin Coy

Defence Archives have recently advised that Paddy is
qualified for other awards that have not been issued since
his passing. These are the Australian Active Service
Medal 1945-75 with Clasps Korea, Thai-Malay and Vietnam; the Australian Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasps
Korea and SE Asia; the Australian General Service Medal
for Korea; the Defence Force Service Medal with First
Clasp and the Pingat Jasa Malaysia. Regrettably we have
no knowledge or contact with any of Paddy's family so
that these medals can be claimed.
Paddy was a proud tiger and iconic character who was
always devoted to the 5th Battalion. He is still fondly remembered at Charlie Company reunions of both tours of
Vietnam.
Roger Wainwright
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STANDING TO ATTENTION,
EX-SERVICEMEN HONOURED

For two Wagga ex-servicemen, attending every March
Out Parade at the Army Recruit Training Centre at Kapooka for the past 10 years have been recognised with
two parade ground grandstands being named in their
honour.
Kapooka Commandant, Colonel Mick Garraway, AM
oversaw two ceremonies recently to name the Kapooka
seating stands in appreciation of the dedication, support
and tireless commitment of Norman Jeffs and Alan Evans
to the Army's newest soldiers.
The Alan Evans Stand and the Norman Jeffs Stand have
been permanently named in recognition of the enormous
support provided by both men to Army recruits undergoing basic training at the 1st Recruit Training Battalion (1
RTB) Kapooka.

man's Army and war service.
Alan is a veteran of both the Korean and Vietnam War
having served in Korea from 1951 to 1953 and in Vietnam
from May 1966 to April 1967. He also served overseas in
Japan, Malaya and New Guinea. Among the numerous
honours and awards which Alan has received are the
Australian Active Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasps Korea, Thai-Malay and Vietnam; Korea Medal; Vietnam
Medal; United Nation Service Medal (Korea); Vietnamese
Campaign Medal and the Australian Defence Medal.
World War Two Veteran, Norman served in New Guinea
and the Solomon Islands from June 1945 until June 1946.
Norman, who was born in Cowra, has also received several honours and awards including the 1939-45 Star, the
Pacific Star and the Australian Service Medal 1939-45,
the Australian Active Service medal 1945-75 with Clasp
PNG. Now aged 92, Norman attends every Army Reserve March Out Parade at Kapooka and presents the
Kokoda Cup to the champion section commander.
Norman has been highly committed to the Army Reserve
community in the Riverina, especially though his work
with the Defence Reserve Support Council which promotes the benefit of Reserve service to employers and
the community and create an effective link between the
community, employer, reservists and the Australian Defence Force.
Virginia Gawler
Editor’s Note: Alan Evans served with 3 RAR in Korea
and CHQ of Alpha Company 5 RAR in Vietnam. The article is reprinted with the courtesy of ‘Your Wagga Weekly’
newspaper.

ONCE A TIGER, ALWAYS A TIGER
LT Barry Ryan’s wife, Lynne, has sent me a photograph
of their bedroom in Royal Park, South Australia.

Nancye and Alan Evans at 1 RTB.

Along with former soldiers, the late John Clay and colleagues Ben Davey, Alan Evans and Norman Jeffs have
visited recruits while they are in training and attended
their March Out Parades which mark the completion of
the Army Recruit Course and the Part-Time Recruit Training Course and give family and friends the opportunity to
join in celebrating the graduating soldiers’ achievements.
“Commandant and RSMs (Regimental Sergeant Majors)
get plaques and buildings named after them but we don't
always recognise the people who contribute to our Army
in small but meaningful ways every single day," Colonel
Garraway said.
"We are blessed to have a really supportive ex-service
community. There are a lot of great characters who make
all sorts of contributions, but Alan and Norm are here every week supporting recruits, so we wanted to
acknowledge and thank these two gentlemen for their
commitment and contribution," he said.
A well as their name on the grand stands, brass plaques
have been located on the stands detailing Alan and Nor-

The title above states the obvious, that Barry (OC 5 Platoon 1969-70) is a very proud ex-Tiger and it shows in the
bedroom décor.
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USAF TACP (TACTICAL AIR CONTROL PARTY) IN SUPPORT OF 5 RAR
Initial base camp shot, A2C Michael Boyle, and myself.
He and I were the primary radio operators and A1C Carl
Mathess was the third member of our TACP unit assigned
to 5 RAR but while Carl would fill in when needed on the
radios his primary function was as radio technician
(handling any repairs needed on the radio equipment).

B COMPANY 1969-70
On Tuesday (31st July) eleven former members of B
Company, and their wives (plus one daughter), attended
a luncheon at the Boardwalk Tavern, Hope Island Qld. to
enjoy each other’s company and that of our B Company
medic, Mick (Doc) Gregory, who was visiting from Launceston, Tasmania.
We were joined by former medics/stretcher bearers from
within 5 RAR, Luke Mosterd (A Coy) and Tony van Sleeuwen (the RAP).
Those in attendance included our ‘special guest’ Mick
Gregory plus ‘Blue’ and Jennifer Pascoe, Dave and Linda
Thompson, Paul and Celia Foley (with their lovely daughter Sarah), Mick ‘Gundy’ and Glenda Manning, Kerry and
Fay Owen, ’Blue’ and Denise Shea, Jon and Joan Innes,
John and Elenor Chambers, Steve and Karen Mackie,
and my wife Di and I.
A great time was had by all.

Michael Boyle and Jim Metcalf

Note the box of US C rations in the tent. On individual
patrols out of the base camp at Nui Dat I carried the rations y’all carried. Ugh, but they were small and easy to
hump and with my radio I had enough to carry. But on
these large field ops I was able to stow my C rations on
one of the APCs and not only did I eat better, your mutton
is awful and not really fit for human consumption, (smile),
but it made me popular as I had plenty for trading and for
my mates.
Along those lines when I was stationed in Germany, (I
was in the US Army prior to joining the US Air Force) we
were doing some joint ops with the Brits. We were floored
when they got provided a daily rum ration. All the Yanks
could get was coffee. Then when in Nam with the Aussies
there came the daily beer ration, still the Yanks only got
coffee supplied gratis. Well, at least we did give our
grunts good rations. Talking to some Yanks elsewhere
they would bitch about the C rations as all troops do but
then I would tell them what you guys had to eat and it
kinda evened out.
Jim Metcalf
US Air Force
Editors Note: Jim Metcalf was attached to 5 RAR HQ during the battalion’s 1966-67 tour of South Vietnam and is a
member of the 5 RAR Association.
DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National
Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for
any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in
this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for
any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly
from use of information contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions
held by the Association, the National Committee or
the Editor.

We learned that Dave and
Linda Thompson will celebrate their 50th (Golden)
wedding anniversary tomorrow (Friday 3rd August). On
behalf of all of us, I extend
our congratulations to them
both on achieving this historic milestone. Enjoy the
day!

Linda and Dave Thompson

I’ve attached a nice photograph of the ‘loving’ couple.
I took several other photos of our group on the day, which
I shall distribute in due course.
Thank you to all for making our ‘get together’ so memorable.
I promise you that another one shall be arranged sometime ‘down the track’.. oops! .. As my mate, the late ‘Grub’
Moore would say, “keep off the tracks”!
Until next time,
Ken Davis

NOT A REAL WAR
His mother and brother said 'Johnny ... Don’t go'!
The bar girls of ‘Vungers’ said ...'Yu Baby San No'!
In dripping black darkness, his mates standing by;
There was a dying in silence ... The eye’s asking
why?
Just nineteen short summers ...or perhaps a little
more,
But what’s to be said. it was ...Uh, not a real war;
Sweet Johnny sleep ... it is best you don’t know,
Happy was the land ... that needed no heroes.
© Bob Cavill
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TIGER’S RAR

5 RAR’s mascot Cpl Quintus Rama is truly earning his stripes, Cpl Julia
Whitwell reports.
We were all waiting for him to finish up so we could knock
off, but it just wasn’t happening,” Sgt Hayden said.
“We sent Cpl Rama’s truckie friend over to sit near the
mog he was on and when he arched up, the CO took Cpl
Rama’s hint and wrapped it up pretty quickly.

Courtesy of ARMY News, Edi on 1424
See the following article, Editor.

A SAD PASSING
PTE David Tennant Bleines
(ex-5 RAR) passed away on
13 July of this year. He was
the soldier who was instrumental in finding our mascot, Quintus Rama, in 2012.
The ‘mog-mounted enclosure’, with Quintus, is prepared for a visit.

HIS MIXED temperament and unpredictable nature mean
Cpl Quintus Rama, of 5 RAR, has a permanent posting to
the unit’s nearest wildlife park.
After years of travelling the country, for wildlife education
programs, the now-18-year-old Bengal tiger took up residence with his sister at Crocodylus Park, Darwin before
enlisting in 2012.
RSM 5 RAR WO1 Sean Ransome said since joining the
unit, Cpl Rama has managed to rope in a small team from
the battalion to help out around his residence each day.
“We have four of our soldiers go out every day to clean
up around Crocodylus Park and do our bit,” WO1 Ransome said.

Quintus Rama filled the position left vacant with the
death of the battalion's previous mascot, Quintus Septimus Sabre, who passed
away in December 2010.
PTE David Bleines

During the term of his enlistment he deployed to Iraq, as part of Operation Catalyst in
2008-09, as a Combat First Aider.
David missed out on a deployment to Afghanistan due to
a medical condition. While a member of the Regimental
Trust Fund, he tasked himself to find a replacement mascot for the battalion. He discovered Rama, as he was
known at that time, in the Zoodoo Wildlife Park near Hobart in Tasmania.
Through his dedication
and hard work, David,
was able to liaise with
Crocodylus Park to ensure
that
‘Quintus
Rama’ was transported
safely to Darwin.

Just because he’s located away from the rest of the battalion, doesn’t mean Cpl Rama misses out on unit activities.
When it comes to ceremonial duties Cpl Rama gets the
royal treatment, riding front and centre in a mog-mounted
enclosure.
“We march with him every Anzac Day,” WO1 Ransome
said.
“He sits in the cage and he marches with the battalion for
our events.” While Cpl Rama enjoys his outings, he’s never shy to speak up when he needs to.
Former 5 RAR tiger handler Sgt Chris Hayden, now at 4/3
RNSWR, said Cpl Rama usually kept a calm demeanour,
but had an inexplicable temper toward certain soldiers.
“One of the drivers used to get Cpl Rama fired up, for no
reason at all – even just standing there would set him off,”
Sgt Hayden said.
He said the 5 RAR soldiers sometimes made good use of
Cpl Rama’s prejudices, playing on the merits of controlled
aggression.
“One time we were all at the party for the battalion’s birthday, and the CO was making a speech.

His continual work with
Crocodylus Park saw
Quintus Rama enlisted
in the 5th Battalion on
27 September 2012.
For his efforts in this
endeavour, PTE Bleines was awarded a
Certificate of Merit by
his commanding officer LTCOL Andrew Forbes.
Quintus Rama as he was at the time
that David Bleines located him at
Zoodoo Wildlife Park.

A Memorial Service was held for David at the Bondi Golf
and Diggers Club on Friday 27 July. The service was attended by his mates who had been with David through his
service with the ADF.
He leaves behind his partner Penny Williams and young
son John.
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A LETTER FROM MIDWAY, GEORGIA, USA

Dr David Adams originally contacted the 5 RAR Association through SGT Brian London OAM, DCM, while carrying out research into the medical prevention of malaria by
the Australian troops in Vietnam. Later the Association
assisted him again by arranging contact with some of the
Australian chaplains, who served in Vietnam, for another
research project. He is now semi-retired and receives the
electronic version of Tiger Tales by email.
Hi, Gary.
Thanks for sending the update on the 5 RAR. It's always good to hear the latest
news. I live in Midway on 17
acres with horses and with a
marsh for my backyard. It's
bloody hot here in Midway,
Georgia, where I have moved
to. So far, we are all well.
Kind regards to you and the
officers and men of the Tiger
Dr David Adams
Battalion. I often have breakfast at a local, "mom and pop," (i.e., not corporate business, this place is a locally owned) diner in Midway
(about 30 miles south of Savannah), Georgia.
The guy who owns the place--"Angie's”, named after his
wife--has a regular Friday breakfast group of American
Vietnam Vets. There's probably ten or so of them. I told
them of my connection with the Aussies and 5 RAR. They
spoke very highly of the Aussies they had known in Nam.
I should add that Midway is a VERY rural part of Georgia
but they knew of the 5 RAR and the ANZAC forces that
they fought beside. By the cash register, they have rack
of members' coffee mugs and an official Nam-Vet
"chapter" designation. They are very vet-friendly, whether
Nam or Afghan or Iraq, but these guys were in Nam.
They told me they had never met an American, who had
not been to Nam, who knew about the Australians in that
fight. I told them that, no, I had not been there, but I had
the pleasure of knowing Brian London and (thanks to you)
being a regular recipient on the 5 RAR's list, something
which I felt extremely honored by. That I had done some
research on the Padres who had served with the Australian forces.
Angie's Diner apparently is a meeting place, breakfasts
with lots of coffee, fried eggs, grits, sausage, and biscuits
and every Friday at least--very "Southern" cooking by a
really cool African-American guy who served in Nam, for
local Nam vets. On Fridays at lunch they have a
"seafood" buffet with fried shrimp, catfish, and very
Southern fixin's like field peas, rice, pole beans, okra and
tomatoes, cheese-grits, and banana pudding--am I making you hungry yet? Did I mentioned Southern Fried
Chicken?
If you need a translation of "grits," just ask! Let's just say
that they are white, look like porridge, and you put your
fried eggs on top of them and start cutting. The biscuits-not British but Southern American--are for "sopping"
what's left of the egg and grits mixtures. They are soft
and bread-like. The bits of sausage, I prefer smoked, are
also helpful in the "sopping" process. I was raised in the
South, so this is all very normal to me.

It's like another planet for folks who haven't experienced
it. If you ever get to the States, we will have breakfast in
the Southern style.
So, there it is. Thousands of miles away, there are these
60 and 70-something Yanks who are comrades in arms
with the Nam fight. If you would like, I will get more information. You might want to contact them.
Kind regards from a true American friend, living in rural
Georgia, of the 5 RAR.
David Adams
P.S. My wife deals with the horses. I am in charge of the
four dogs who started their lives on a sheep farm.
QUOTE: " Leadership accounts for something of
course, but it cannot succeed without the spirit, elan and
morale of those led. Therefore I count myself the most
fortunate of men in having been placed at the head of the
finest fighting machine the world has ever known.”
"General Sir John Monash, of the Australian forces of
the First World War, in the Melbourne Argus, 1927

RAR CORPORATION FUNDING
CAMPAIGN TO SUPPORT
LEGAL MATTERS
At the RAR Associations National Council Meeting in
Townsville in October it was determined to establish a
fund to obtain legal positions and/or defend any legal matters which have the capacity to bring into disrepute the
good standing of the RAR and its associations.
The national HQ of the RAR Association has now established a "crowd funding" mechanism whereby members
and supporters of all associations can donate as they see
fit to support any legal matters confronting the organisation. Further background to the purpose and need to establish this contingency fund is provided on this link.
https://chuffed.org/project/protecting-the-rar#
The link
does not mention any specific cases but there is an ongoing legal matter that is of direct interest to 5RARA members as it involves one of our own.
Some of you would be aware that Michael von Berg MC,
OAM is being sued for defamation by an ex 8 RAR Sergeant cook, who on a nomination form for appointment as
an RSL Director in SA, made some highly questionable
claims of "being and acting Platoon Sergeant and Platoon
Commander of 8 Platoon, C Coy 8 RAR on Operation
Hamersley, Long Hai Mountains". He also claimed to
have been "a Liaison Officer with the Americans at Long
Dien". All claims are disputed by members of 8 Platoon
and C Coy 8 RAR in general. Mick, in his capacity as
Chairman of the RAR Corporation and President of RARA
SA, wrote to the RSL to alert them to these facts and the
former Sergeant cook on that basis has sued Mick for
defamation. The legal costs in defending this action are
already in excess of $60 000.
If you see fit to support this fund which has already received some considerable donations, you can do so on
the link above.
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ANZAC BELL BROUGHT TO LIFE
Perth’s newest addition, a 6.5 tonne bell is now installed
into the Perth Bell Tower (Barrack Square, Riverside
Drive) to mark the centenary of ANZAC, has become a
reality this month with VEEM (the WA Company who cast
the bell) recently completing a successful casting pour.
VEEM was heavily involved in bringing the Anzac Bell to
life, from working with designers to develop 3-D printing
to show the giant frieze through to test castings of decorative elements.
Even though the final tuned weight will be approximately
6.5 tonnes, a total of ten tonnes of liquid bronze (80%
copper and 20% tin) was needed to properly cast the ANZAC Memorial bell, which was undertaken on the 3rd of
August.
Representatives from the Bell Tower, the Minister for Culture and the Arts, and the MP for Jandakot were present
at the pour as well as the RSL and the Royal Australian
Navy, as the senior service of the Australian Defence
Forces.
The Anzac Bell is the first of its sort to be cast in Australia
and it will be the largest swinging bell in the Southern
Hemisphere. It is expected to last over 500 years and
would be a lasting legacy to acknowledge the Anzac centenary.

QUOTE: “The soil in our area is Red Mud, RED-BLOODY
-MUD. It drives me mad ... It's the only place in the world
where you can be bogged down in mud up to your neck
and get dust in your eyes.'“

The Perth Bell Tower is currently home to 17 bells which
are made up of 12 bells from St Martin-in-the-Fields and 5
bells from the London diocese of the Church of England.
These bells were gifted to Western Australia as part of
the nation’s bicentennial celebrations in 1988.

Douglas Bishop, October 1966, Nui Dat,
5 RAR, letter to family.

Courtesy of VEEM’s website,
veem.com.au/anzac-bell-brought-to-life-at-veem

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE NEW
5 RAR BOOK
We are writing to update readers on the progress of our
book, and to thank the whole team of contributors for their
efforts to date. Soon after writing our last report in August
we received the second reviewer’s report on the text of
our book. Like the first reviewer’s appraisal, it was positive but made a number of suggestions for improving the
impact of the book as a whole, such as adding introductions and conclusions to most of the chapters. The reviewer also noted some discrepancies between the ways
in which different authors handled identical episodes from
their individual stand points.
We, as editors, accepted the challenge of implementing
many of these recommendations, and have been hard at
work over September and October to give the text the
unity and strength that it deserves. On 1 November we
sent the whole revised text to the publishers and we now
await their final view. In the mean time we have been organising the production of the necessary maps and selecting photographs to illustrate the volume.
We would like to thank all those who have put in the additional hard yards to help us make sure that we have a
volume that will do justice to the history of 5 RAR’s approach to counter-insurgency warfare in the second half
of 1966.
Ron Boxall and Bob O’Neill

The ANZAC Bell.

VIETNAM - OCTOBER 1966
On 6 October 1966, this was the first of thirty landings by
RAAF Iroquois helicopters, on a crest top on the Nui Thi
Vai during Operation Canberra.
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OUR GOLDEN LANYARD
For our golden lanyard,
We all have paid a price;
Trudged through steaming jungles,
And paddy fields of rice.
Up steep rocky mountains,
We climbed through driving rain;
Our backs felt like they were breaking,
And our legs grew stiff with pain.
Our skins begin to wrinkle,
And our hands turn black with stain;
But with typical Aussie courage,
We beat the worst terrain.
Some nights we do an ambush,
on some VC track we've found;
And you can bet your bottom dollar,
It's the muddiest spot around.

Troops of C Company of the Fifth Battalion, the Royal
Australian Regiment (5 RAR), hacked out the landing
zone after climbing 1,300 feet (400 metres) to the peak.
The helicopters brought in mortars, ammunition, water,
rations, and troops of another company.

A LOT TO TALK ABOUT
Bill Titley (C Coy/BHQ 1969-70), our Treasurer, joined me
for a game of golf with the Vietnam Veterans Social Golf
Club (VVSGC) on the Gold Coast on Friday 9 November.

And with no protection,
From this mud and damp;
We think about the boozer,
And our warm beds back in camp.
Then we're in contact,
And our hearts beat really fast;
We hope to God this contact,
Will be our very last.
When the fighting's over,
And the smell of death is high;
We sweep and count the bodies,
And search them where they lie.
The VC will remember,
All the hidings that they've had;
And when we leave this country,
They'll be mighty bloody glad.

L-R: Gary Townsend, Doug Angus (RAAF vet), Bill Titley and John
McNamara after an enjoyable round of golf.

He found that he had a lot to talk about with John
McNamara, another member of the VVSGC. Bill and John
were fellow platoon commanders from A Company 1
RAR, they had not seen each other since the sixties.
John served with 1 RAR in Vietnam 1965-66.
Bill has now joined the group for whenever he is visiting
his family members who live on the coast.
Gary Townsend

NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded
to:
Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.
07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com

Some days our life is brighter,
When mail arrives from home;
It helps us keep our chins up,
Cause we know we're not alone.
When the 'Op' is over,
And to the chopper pads we tramp;
We smile with thoughts of gratitude,
For a fortnight back in camp.
It seems just like a lifetime,
We're in this rotten Hell;
But we always will remember,
Our comrades brave who fell.
So listen all you civvies,
Who think our lanyards nice;
It isn't something given,
We all have paid a price.
"To my mates whom I miss."
© Dave Partridge
10 Platoon, D Company.
1969-70

Please indicate use of this form

Remit this form and payment due to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
P O Box 698
CARINGBAH NSW 1495
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Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Joining/Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia
Membership

1 March 2017 - 28 February 2020
O/S

Price

Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting)

M

$ 35

The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3)

L

$ 65

Honour Roll

M

$ 35

5 Bn History DVD

S

$ 30

Caps

L

$ 25

Ties

S

$ 30

Memorabilia
Partners Name:

Regimental No:

Home Ph:

Rank:

Mobile:

Business Ph:

Address:

State:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

Email:

Lapel Badges 20x13mm

S

$

TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm

S

$ 20

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm

M

$ 50

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round

S

$

5

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch

S

$

5

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons

S

$

5

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN

S

$

5

$50.00
Qty

Cost

6

Car Stickers
Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc:

Membership Dues (3 Year Period)

$ 50

Grand Total: $
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, or, email this
form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Internet and/or CBA Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC Ph: 02 6265 4203
President

Vice President

Secretary/Memorabilia Officer

Treasurer

COL. Roger Wainwright

BRIG. Ron Boxall

Mr. Geoff Pearson

LTCOL. Bill Titley

Ph: 07 3630 5453

Ph: 02 9524 3177

Ph: 07 4128 4097

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0427 703 406

Mob: 0417 223 001

Mob: 0408 085 337

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

rojobox@bigpond.com

gp@therbco.com.au

titleys@me.com

TT's Editor/Membership Officer

Webmaster

Committee Member

Committee Member

Gary Townsend

Ted Harrison

Brian Budden

Terry James

Ph: 07 5594 4780

Ph: 03 9762 4283

Mob: 0412 767 975

Mob: 0403 907 775

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0414 600 518

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

webmaster@5rar.asn.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

terryjames@iprimus.com.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Geoffrey Luck

MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM

Barry Ruttle

Position Vacant

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0417 488 598

geoff.luck@bigpond.com

blues5@iprimus.com.au

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

Submissions for Tiger Tales to: The Editor, 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, DVE, CARRARA, QLD, 4211
ACT Representative

NSW Representative

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

Bernie Pye

Barry Ruttle

Vince Feenstra

Mo Hancock OAM

Ph: 02 6242 4210

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 07 3824 3410

Ph: 08 8556 2732

Mob: 0424 701 784

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0427 341 515

Mob: 0414 566 212

bernie.pye@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

wfeenstra@bigpond.com

moswhan@bigpond.net.au

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

Kevin Mulligan

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 03 6427 8257

Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0417 373 024

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

kmccoy5rar@gmail.com

doug.bishop@internode.on.net

alanmarian1@bigpond.com

