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THE COLOURS OF 5 RAR
PRESENTATION OF NEW COLOURS
On Saturday 1 June, at The Cenotaph on the foreshore of
Darwin Esplanade, 5th Battalion The Royal Australian
Regiment (5 RAR) paraded for the Consecration and
Presentation of its new Queen’s and Regimental Colours.

of the Battalion marched on to the parade and command
of the parade was passed, through the Adjutant and the
Executive Officer to the Commanding Officer, LTCOL
Travis Gordon.
The old Colours were then uncased and trooped onto the
Parade Ground.
Official Guests arrived and were received with the appropriate salute;
The Host Officer, MAJGEN Mark Kelly AO, DSC (Retd),
Colonel Commandant of The Royal Australian Regiment.
Then followed BRIG Matthew Pearse AM Commander 1st
Brigade, LTGEN Rick Burr AO, DSC, MVO Chief of Army,
the Honourable Vicki O'Halloran AM Administrator for the
Northern Territory.

One of the DFSW sections holding ground for the Parade.

The Reviewing Officer, the Governor General, Sir Peter
Cosgrove AK, MC (Retd), arrived and was received with a
Royal Salute. His Excellency then inspected the parade
accompanied by the Colonel Commandant and escorted
by the CO.

At 15:00hrs the Regimental Sergeant Major, WO1 Robert
Munro, called for Troops holding ground to move onto the
parade ground. Four Direct Fire Support Weapons
(DFSW) sections of two men, equipped with Browning
M2 .50 Cal Heavy Machine Guns, deployed to each corner of the parade area.
The Battalion then marched onto the parade ground,
forming into four formations, on a broad front. The officers

Lou O’Dea assists the Junior Colour Ensign to lay the Regimental
Colour upon the drum pile, under the eagle-eyed scrutiny of RSM
WO1 Rob Munro.
Courtesy ARMY Video

The Escort to the Colours Trooped the old Colours for the
last time and they were marched off the parade.
The parade formed a hollow square and the CO ordered
that the drums be piled in the centre of the square (see
page 7).

The Governor General returns from reviewing the troops and the
Colonel Commandant, MAJGEN Mark Kelly.

The new Colours were Trooped to the drums and the
original Colour Ensigns from the 1967 Presentation of
Colours, Darryl Lovell and Lou O’Dea were invited to as(Continued on page 2)

THE 2020 REUNION
Have you booked your place yet? - See Page 9.

5 RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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THE COLOURS OF 5 RAR - Cont.

This aerial photograph shows the original Colour Ensigns from 1967, Lou O’Dea and Darryl Lovell (top centre) being escorted to join the
Battalion and assist in the Uncasing of the new Queen’s and Regimental Colours.
Courtesy ARMY Video

(Continued from page 1)
sist in the uncasing of the new Colours. After the Colours
were uncased, they were laid upon the drums, with the
Queen’s Colour uppermost.
The Colours were consecrated, blessed and dedicated by
the officiating Chaplains.

His Excellency, presented the Queen’s Colour to the
Senior Ensign, LT Nicholas Pullinen and the Regimental
Colour to the Junior Ensign, LT Muhammed Haider.
The Governor General addressed the parade and the
Commanding Officer replied.

The newly presented Colours are marched off past the CO.

The Drums were unpiled and the parade reformed line
and the new Colours were received with a General Salute
and marched into line. The parade, with the Colours, Advanced in Review Order and gave a Royal Salute.
The Reviewing Officer departed, followed by the departure of the Official Guests.
The Battalion’s new Colours were marched off.
LTCOL Gordon relinquished Command of the parade to
the Executive Officer. He then moved to the front of the

His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC
(Retd), presents the new Regimental Colour to the Junior Colour
Ensign, LT Muhammed Haider.
Courtesy ARMY Video

The Tigermobile arrives for the CO to depart the Parade.

THE COLOURS OF 5 RAR - Cont.
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parade Ground, sheathed his sword and departed in the
Battalion’s ‘Eye Of The Tiger’ more commonly known as
the ‘Tigermobile’ (see Tiger Tales #36, page 8) with the
song, Eye of the Tiger, blasting from its speakers.
Through the chain-of-command the RSM reassumed
command of the parade and at this point the older Battalion ex-members present were invited to join the parade to
march off with the Battalion.

The CO receives the old Colours from the Ensigns.

The Unit Chaplain commenced the Service with, “We are
gathered together in this Cathedral to lay-up these Colours of the 5th Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment;
no more fitting place could be found to deposit these emblems of duty and service than the house of God, where
prayer and sacrifice are continually offered”.

These ex-members of the Battalion were proud to have been invited to march-off with the parade.

The Troops holding ground moved off the parade ground.
At the conclusion of the parade, a Mayoral Civic Reception was held at the
Darwin Civic Centre.
The Mayor of Darwin
welcomed all and
there was some Battalion business, including a promotion
ceremony by the
Governor General.
CAPT Brett Edmonds, the previous
Adjutant, was promoted to Major, to
enable him to formally assume his
appointment as OC
of Bravo Company, MAJ Brett Edmonds, with his fiancé
a position that he Carol Swenson, as the GG fits one of
has held for a few his new epaulets.
months now.

LTCOL Gordon saluted the Colours and then took them
from the ensigns. The Queen's Colour was held in his
right hand and the Regimental Colour was in his left
hand. The CO then paused in front of the Colour party. As
soon as the CO had taken the Colours, the senior ensign
ordered the Ensigns to draw swords and the Colour Party
to Present Arms.
The CO moved to and asked the Colonel Commandant
and COL Barrett to honour the regiment by receiving the
Queen's and Regimental Colours and delivering them into
the custody of the church.
The Colonel Commandant received the Queen's Colour
and the Regimental Colour was received by COL Barrett,
they then turned to face the altar and the cleric moved
into the sanctuary.
The Colonel Commandant requested that the cleric receive the consecrated Colours of 5 RAR into the Cathedral for their safe custody.

The official guests, members of the Battalion and the older Tigers mingled for some enjoyable conversation, finger
food and liquid refreshment.
LAYING-UP OF THE OLD COLOURS
As is the custom, the Battalion’s old Colours were laid-up
in St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral, Darwin on Sunday
2 June, the first Sunday after the presentation of the new
Colours.
The clergy moved into the sanctuary and the Colour party
formed-up in the aisle and faced the altar with the Colours
at the attention. The senior ensign ordered the Colour
party into position. The CO, Colonel Commandant
MAJGEN Mark Kelly, COL Richard Barrett (CO 5 RAR
2013-15), ADJT and RSM (all wearing headdress and
white kid gloves) took-up their respective positions.

The old Colours Laid-Up on the Alter Table of St Mary’s Cathedral.

The Cleric acceded to this request and laid the Colours
upon the Alter Table.
I was proud be present for such significant events in the
5th Battalion’s history and I was honoured to again be involved with this great unit, even if only in such a small
manner.
Gary Townsend
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BATTLE OF BINH BA VETERANS HONOURED

50 years on and although they look a bit different today,
those who fought at the Battle of Binh Ba very much deserved the recognition and honour expressed in the 50th
Anniversary Service at the National Vietnam Memorial in
Canberra on June 6.

The Colour Party on Parade at the National Vietnam Memorial.

Extensive information is available on the 5 RAR Association website about the battle. There are a couple of observations worth re-stating about Binh Ba. The key tactical
advantage of close co-ordination between Infantry and
Armour against a numerically superior enemy using village buildings for defensive advantage. D and B Companies deployed at about 50% strength, many sections led
by private soldiers. In the case of 12 platoon, it was led by
CPL John Kennedy. It can’t be overstated just how wonderfully these undermanned sections performed in the
circumstances. Friendly casualties were low with 1 Australian KIA, PTE Wayne Teeling of 10 platoon, and several WIA.
In some ways the low casualty rate contradicts such intensity of battle, and the way Binh Ba may be ‘contrasted’
to other battles of the
era. It would be disrespectful to suggest it was
good fortune or luck that
accompanied the 5 RAR
diggers throughout the
battle, rather, the expression ‘luck is the residue
of diligence’ is more to
the point. Simply, on
those days of June 6 and
7 in 1969 the blokes of D
and B Companies 5 RAR
(and the other arms involved) did an extraordiBRIG Colin Kahn delivering the narily fine and courakeynote address.
geous job.

Over 5-7 June, Binh
Ba veterans, and others, gathered in Canberra. DVA and the
AWM did an outstanding job in the
way Binh Ba was
commemorated along
with two Last Post
Ceremonies for D
Coy diggers. A service at the National
Vietnam
Memorial
was highlighted with
the keynote address
Brian Bamblett recites the Ode.
from
BRIG
Colin
Kahn DSO, AM (Ret’d), The Ode was very ably recited by
Brian “Brasso” Bamblett and a wreath laid by MAJGEN
Murray Blake AO, MC (Ret’d). On behalf of the Teeling
family, Wayne’s sister, Sylvia Moore, laid a wreath. View
the whole service at: iview.adc.net.au/show/battle-of-binhba-50th-annivesary
Also on June 6 an
extended Last Post
Ceremony was conducted
for
PTE
Wayne Teeling, his
son Wayne Jnr laid a
wreath and we can
only try to imagine
the
emotion
and
sense of loss that
next of kin families
carry forever.
For
Wayne Jnr, he was
never to meet his father as he was born
after his father had
MAJGEN Murray Blake and members been killed (see page
18). A moving adof RAAC salute after laying wreaths.
dress was made by
Dr Brendan Nelson. This LPC was very impressive and
much more expansive than usual, very much worth viewing www.5rar.asn.au/last-post-ceremony/lpc-teeling.htm
A most enjoyable
Binh Ba Dinner saw
many ‘stories’ re-told,
mates got together
and the years since
1969 seemed to vanish, till the next morning!! Also joining us
over the couple of
days were NOK families of CPL John Kennedy and PTE Peter
Jackson, both Binh
Ba veterans and both
KIA at Dat Do on
June 15. Over the
whole
ceremonial
aspect of the 50th
Anniversary the new
5 RAR Colours were

Sylvia Moore lays a wreath in memory
of her brother, Wayne Teeling.
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BATTLE OF BINH BA VETERANS
HONOURED - Cont.

GORDON H D'ANTOINE
5RAR
Young Gordon was a Junior Postal officer
When he enlisted in '64.
As a war raged in South Viet Nam
Where he'd be involved for sure.
A member of the Catafalque Party in the Memorial.

present, and cared for by two very impressive young officers LT Nick Pullinen and LT Muhammed Haider.
It was discovered that the Tiger spirit surmounts the generations. Donna Hogan, who is the niece of Peter Jackson (KIA at Dat Do), has a nephew currently serving in 5
RAR, PTE Connor Nielsen (Recce/Sniper Platoon), will
shortly be deployed overseas and his Platoon Commander is LT Nick
Pullinen.
It
was
great to see and feel
this connection over
the Tiger generations.
To wrap up the few
days, on June 7 a
small group visited
Peter
Jackson’s
grave at Binalong
for
an
informal
wreath laying with
Jacko’s family. Then
a further Last Post
Ceremony at the
AWM this time for
CPL John Kennedy.
Nick Pullinen and Donna Hogan
John and his wife LT
found a connection through 5 RAR at
had 7 children, so the Binh Ba Dinner .
we were outnumbered by the Kennedy family. View it at www.5rar.asn.au/
last-post-ceremony/lpc-kennedy.htm
A wonderful tribute to a fine soldier, the family laid a number of wreaths, a wreath from 5 RAR Association by Murray Blake and one from D Company by Rod Lees and
Bruce Heron. Many of the Kennedy family were travelling
to Vietnam to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of his
death….no doubt an extremely emotional time. We can
never pay enough tribute to those who made the supreme sacrifice.
Bob Fenwick
OC 12 Platoon 1969-70
DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors,
omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage
suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles
or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the
opinions held by the Association, the National Committee
or the Editor.

The twenty year old was allocated to Infantry
Where he served with 5RAR
And he was sent to Viet Nam in '66
To relieve 1RAR.
But he was killed in action
On October 28th that same year
Phuoc Tuy Province was a dangerous place.
That the diggers came to fear.
It's a long way from Derby WA
To the place he met his fate.
But young Gordon will always be remembered
By the men he called his mates!
Bill Charlton © 2019

ANDY DRUMMOND REMEMBERED
In Carnarvon WA, on the morning of Tuesday 16 July, Wayne Herbert, laid a floral tribute in remembrance of
Andy Drummond...on behalf of his 5 RAR comrades. The
card simply read, ‘Not forgotten after 50 years’.
Wayne thought that a tribute of all native plants seemed
to be the right thing to do.
On 30 May 1969,
PTE Andrew Drummond was patrolling
as forward scout, he
was accidently killed
when the 2nd scout
slipped and his M16
discharged,
hitting
Andy in the throat.
Wayne was the corporal stretcher bearer for 7 Platoon C
Company in 1969.
On 4 July he was
WIA in a mine explosion in the Long Hai
hills, due to his injuries was repatriated
to Australia.

Wayne at the memorial to Andrew
Drummond at Carnarvon.
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FROM THE BATTALION

First of all, the CO sends his apologies for not being able
to submit a more comprehensive report but, as shall be
seen, the Battalion has a fair bit on its plate at the moment.

B Company recently completed Jungle Warfare training at
Tully and transitioned to the JWS and Ex TS19, initially as
part of Battle Group Lion (1st Armoured Regiment) for
their Battle Group “Warfighter” activity. They are currently
on Ex TS19. Shortly after their return, B Company will
begin preparations for operations.

We would like to thank the extended Battalion family for
your love and support at the passing of our mascot, CPL
Quintus Rama and the parade to receive our new colours.
It is an excellent reminder, particularly for the young diggers, that the membership and spirit of the Battalion extends far beyond its current nominal roll.
Currently the main body of the Battalion is participating in
the ADF’s Joint Warfare Series (JWS) and Exercise TALISMAN SABER 2019 (TS19) in Shoalwater Bay. Please
note that the exercise name is spelled in the US fashion
in a polite gesture to our US allies who are major participants.

C Company also participated in the JWS and Ex TS19.
When they return at the end of July they will roll straight
into preparations to deploy to the US to support a training
activity at the US Army’s Joint Readiness Training Centre
(JRTC) at Fort Polk, Louisiana which fulfils the same role
for US forces as our own Combat Training Centre (CTC)
in Townsville. The company will be attached to a US
Army Battalion. When they return from the Americas they
will start preparations for overseas operations as the third
company in the order of march.

In the background to these, the ADF’s largest joint and
international training activities, the Battalion is preparing
all of its rifle companies to deploy on successive overseas
operations as well as other international engagement
tasks.
We won’t say that we are busy (every bludger you meet
will tell you that they are ‘busy’ these days), but we are far
from bored.

D Company is the first cab off the rank for operations in
2019 and is conducting mission-specific training at the

FROM THE BATTALION -

Cont.

time of writing while the rest of the Battalion is in
Shoalwater Bay.
Support Company has, as usual, provided combat enablers to each of the rifle companies for their training tasks
and upcoming operations. The Company command team
has also shouldered a great deal of weight for the Battalion and the Brigade by providing the planning, safety and
control for major live fire activities at all stages of training.
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SA HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR
Robert ‘Dogs’ Kearney OAM (the
Kid from Kilburn’) has been
named the South Australian Historian of the Year.
This honour recognises outstanding achievements in one or more
areas; history teaching, historical
research and scholarship, writing
or presentation on historical topics, raising community awareness
of history and heritage, and
strengthening the community profile of history.
‘Dogs’ is always proud to say that
he grew up in Kilburn (quite some time ago!). He did not
complete his high school education which was not that
unusual for the time and at the age of 17 he joined the
Army. He served with 5 RAR, 9 Platoon and Recce Platoon on the Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour and then with 3 RAR
in 1971. He was awarded an Order of Australia Medal in
2016 for services to military history preservation and the
community.

Log Company is spread like an octopus (their new and
much-loved Company symbol) across thousands of kilometres and all Battalion activities. Providing support for
the disparate activities of the Companies has been a test
of both mental and physical agility as they deal with Brigade, other units, the RAAF and partner forces to keep
our Companies sustained.
Overall, one could say that the Battalion is gainfully employed. The greatest challenge is the artistry required to
orchestrate the varied and disparate tasks that Army has
entrusted to us. Under the circumstances, it is useful for
us to reflect upon the past trials of the Tiger Battalion as it
serves to remind us that we have a legacy to uphold and
that none of our challenges exceed those successfully
faced by our brothers and sisters in the past.
MAJ Cameron Ellis
2IC 5 RAR
Editor’s Note: All of the photographs were taken at the
Battalion’s leaguer, at Shoalwater Bay, QLD, in preparation for Ex TALISMAN SABER 2019.
Quote: "You walk for mile after endless mile alongside the tired, dust-caked infantryman and still you
do not understand what it is that keeps him going
long after the ordinary human being would have
dropped. Perhaps the simple answer is that the soldier is no ordinary human being. But neither is he a
machine. He is a finely honed instrument who, at the
moment of complete exhaustion or fear, can be rekindled to commit great acts of endurance or personal
courage.”
Bob Jones in 'The Year of The Tigers' .

Bob is heavily involved with the Virtual War Memorial
Australia (VWMA) https://vwma.org.au/ and has been
since it’s inception. When we as an association are advised of the death of one of our members, he adds whatever we have of the veteran’s service details, and photographs to the site.
This honour for Bob is well deserved and the 5 RAR Association Committee and members extend their congratulations to him. We also acknowledge his other achievements and activities, well done Bob.

THE DRUMHEAD SERVICE

The piling of drums during a religious service dates back
to the 17th century and was apparently a means of ensuring that the drums were not beaten during the service,
whilst also creating an altar around which the ceremony
took place.
With military ceremony,
the piling of the drums is
completed as part of the
parade and with all due
solemnity. First the side
drums are placed in a circle then the bass drum or
drums are placed centrally on top. Finally, and only
if paraded, the unit Colours are placed over the
drum with the Queen's Colour on top. After this final act
the parade is handed over to the clergy who conduct the
religious service which is the 'centre-piece' of the parade.
A United Drumhead Service is only held on special occasions such as the formation of a new unit, a unit birthday
or a memorial service. It is always an essential part of the
consecration of new Colours, Guidons or Banners prior to
their being handed to a Corps, regiment, battalion or unit.
From the Army’s new Customs and Traditions book.
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SPARE A THOUGHT
The men named below are the Battalion members who
were Killed-In-Action or Died-Of-Wounds 50 years ago,
during the period of August through November, on the
Battalion’s 1969-70 Tour of Duty.
Let us spare a few moments thought to commemorate
the memory of these men. The men who were denied
the opportunity to enjoy their life, as we have done for
the past 50 years.
3793566 PTE Baron Frederick Smith
11 August 1969
6709107 PTE David John Banfield
21 August 1969
218554 PTE Ronald Francis Connors
25 October 1969
1734491 PTE Matthew Phillip Linton
4 November 1969
218006 CPL Henry Edward Suttor
16 November 1969
217191 PTE Michael Paul White
25 November 1969

LEST WE FORGET
ASSOCIATION’S DARWIN HQ
The recent Battalion activities that were held in Darwin
were attended by fourteen 5 RAR Association members
and five of their partners.
A place to congregate and converse was needed, so on
the advice of our President, The Oyster Bar on the Darwin Waterfront was selected. The restaurant became the
5 RAR Association’s Darwin Headquarters as it was a
pleasant venue to discuss the activities that had been
held. Naturally, with so much discussion going on, throats
became dry and had to be moistened, the water did not
have much taste so we found alternatives.

Six of the members in the Darwin HQ of 5 RAR Association, (l-r)
Roger Wainwright, Ray Ward, Brian Budden, Doug Bishop, Tom
Davern and Dave ‘Stretch’ Bryan.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow tigers,
The past month or so has been
quite busy with the presentation
of new Colours to the battalion
followed by the laying up of the
Old Colours, both ceremonies in
Darwin. This was followed in the
same week by the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba in
Canberra and two Last Post Ceremonies at the Australian War
Memorial. These activities are all
well covered in this issue. A
strong point that came across to
me was the very close cooperaRoger Wainwright
tion and camaraderie between
the veteran members of our Association and all ranks of 5
RAR during these activities. Those of us who visited Darwin were made particularly welcome.
Your committee met in Sydney on 8 July at which a key
agendum was locking in the details for our 55th Anniversary Reunion at Twin Towns around the battalion birthday
on 1 March 2020. Registration details have now been out
for some months and I strongly encourage you all to commit to this reunion as soon as you can. We so far have
over 250 acceptances with about 7 months to go. Geoff
Pearson is doing the heavy lifting for this large work load
with the able assistance of Gary Townsend, so let’s get in
and support them.
I mentioned in my remarks in last December’s Tiger Tales, that it is my intention to step down as your President
at this reunion. That will complete 15 years for me. We
are working on a transition plan which I am confident will
come to fruition when we call for committee nominations
later this year. For the long term prosperity of our Association, it is paramount that we have post-Vietnam veterans
imbedded in our committee from next year so they can
lead us into the future. I am confident we can achieve
that goal.
On Page 16 you can peruse our Financial Statement for
the year ending 30 June 2019. It shows that we are in a
healthy position but I should point out that we have some
considerable expenditure in coming months. This includes up to $25,000 for the reunion so we can keep
costs down, further expenditure from a DVA Grant for the
completion of the new book on the first tour of Vietnam
and some outstanding invoices that we are waiting upon. As an incorporated association, a summary of our
financial position must be submitted annually to the NSW
Department of Fair Trading. I thank our Treasurer, Bill
Titley for his comprehensive management of our accounts.
You will see from the article on Page 6 by MAJ Cameron
Ellis that the battalion is particularly busy, currently involved in Exercise Talisman Sabre and with some overseas deployments for sub-units in the near future. These
will be just reward for the fine standard of training that has
been achieved. Despite this high tempo schedule we are
very hopeful that the new Queen’s and Regimental Colours will be on display at our anniversary reunion.

Roger Wainwright

HONOUR ROLL PROJECTIONS
At the Australian War Memorial, each evening between
sunset and sunrise, up to 1,200 names from the Roll of
Honour are projected onto the façade of the Hall of
Memory (the dome). The projections are a tribute to
those who made the ultimate sacrifice.
The Roll of Honour lists the 102,874 men and women
from Australia’s defence forces who have died in the service of our nation. This nightly commemorative event,
which was initially delivered as part of the Memorial’s program to mark the centenary of the First World War, has
been extended to include the names of all Australians
who have died during, or as a result of, war service or
war-like operations.
Individual names are projected in groups by conflict or
operation. Each name is projected once every 3 months.
Visitors are able to view the projections from the grounds
of the Memorial.

This photograph shows the name of 2LT K P Rinkin of 5
RAR. Kerry was promoted to Second Lieutenant six
months after call up on June 30, 1965. He was Platoon
Commander of 4 Platoon B Company when on April 7,
1967 he was critically wounded by a booby trap. He died
of his wounds three hours later in 2 Field Ambulance,
Vung Tau.
On the morning of Tuesday 3 September the names of all
of 5 RAR‘s men who made the supreme sacrifice will be
projected, starting at approximately 00:37hrs.
If you wish to find an individual projection time, go to the
link below, type in name or regimental number and
search. This may bring up more than one entry, scroll to
the name you want and click on that name, scroll down
the page and you will see three dates and times shown.
www.awm.gov.au/advanced-search/people?
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2020 REUNION UPDATE
It is now less than 7 months to our 2020 National
Reunion (Feb/March 2020) on the Gold Coast and
it is all starting to come together very well.
At this stage there are over 250 Members and
guests who have already booked and paid, securing their attendance. Just a gentle reminder for
those Members who may be hesitant with regard
to booking, our initial notices were limiting attendances to around the 500 mark, so you had better
hurry up with booking your seat.
As advised earlier, this may be the 5 RAR’s Association’s last National Reunion for some of our Vietnam era members.
We appreciate that today’s costs are not as cheap
as they were, but, with the 5 RAR Association having already committing to a subsidy of up to
$25,000 will bring this Reunion to as many Members as possible. Due to this subsidy we have
been able to keep the individual cost per person to
$180.00.
On Saturday 29 February your Identification Badges must be collected before 14:40hrs. Without
these badges you will not be able to gain access
to any of the individual catered functions of the
2020 Reunion.
We have already ‘locked in’ our Welcome ‘Meet ‘n’
Greet’ function, at 15:00-18:00hrs on Saturday 29
February, at Twin Towns Services Club, with a 2
hour (Hot/Cold) Canape package (Drink refreshments to be at individual’s cost).
Our Memorial Service is being held at 10:00hrs on
Sunday 1 March in the Showroom of the Twin
Towns Services Club as in previous years. The
attendance of the 5 RAR Queen’s and Regimental
Colours have already been entered into the Battalion schedule.
As previously advised we are opting for a Reunion
Luncheon this time, where a 3 course meal
(alternate drop) is being provided including a 3
hour drink package (beers-wines-soft drinks only).
The Reunion Luncheon is confirmed and is being
held at 13:00-16:00hrs at the Seagulls Club, Tweed
Heads, with the Association providing bus/coach
transport between the 2 venues.
The 5 RAR Association Annual General Meeting
will be held at Twin Towns Services Club at
10:00hrs on Monday 2 March.
We are still working on the provision of some form
of entertainment and decoration for the Luncheon,
with details being advised as they come to hand.
As if I need remind you, we are not getting any
younger and this could be the last time you may
enjoy the company of your Battalion mates. Remember;
“Mates yesterday, Mates today, Mates forever.”
Come on TIGERS, let’s do this together!
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AROUND THE STATES

WA

WA - Cont.

A group of old Tigers with two current Tigers, Russel Briggs, Darryl Lovell, Ivan Leach Alan McNulty, SGT Jason Leuken, LT Nick Pullinen,
(the Command team of 5 RAR’s Reconnaissance/Sniping Platoon), Brian McNulty, Bill Hunt and Bob Armitage at 43 Below on ANZAC Day.

The weather for this year’s ANZAC Day March was kind
for us with a mild 29 degrees, which is a change from getting soaking wet as in previous years.

April, Sandra and Steve were glad to see us again, but
this time the luncheon was for our National President,
Roger Wainwright.

This year’s march saw many units down on numbers due
to age and medical conditions, but 5 RAR had 50 members marching including many younger veterans, we even
got to carry the banner this year.

We had 18 members attending including Darryl Lovell,
Greg Negus, Harry Neesham, and MAJGEN John Hartley
(all 1st Tour Officers), also Bruce ‘Bruno’ Wallace, 7 RAR
and SASR.

The crowds are getting larger and it was great to see so
many children attending the march.

It was good to see Laurie Sibson attending as he has not
been well and just got out of hospital, but he wanted to
see his old PL OC John Hartley.

WA Rotary put on breakfast in Government house gardens for a gold coin and the WA Governor Kim Beasley
mingled with the service women and men.
Our two regulars Ken Benson and Paddy Meckenstock
could not attend due to illness, but we did have Bob
Armitage attend even though he did not march he
looked after 43 Below so no other services got into our
area, well done Bob.
We had Mortar Platoon 2nd Tour over in WA for a reunion
organized by Lionel Morris and it was great to meet them.
We had two serving members of 5 RAR attending 43 Below in LT Nick Pullinen and SGT Jason Leuken who I believe were working with SASR, so it was great asking
questions and finding out what the Battalion was doing,
not going to SGT’s Mess after work was different to what I
remember.
It was one of the best ANZAC Days that we have had and
to have serving members attending finished off a great
day.

It was a great day and Roger gave a short address about
the Colours Presentation in Darwin and the Reunion in
Twin Towns next year.
It ended up a great day, many stories told, I don’t know if
all were true as I cannot remember that far back.
Many bottles of red wine were drunk and Sandra will
have been pleased.
Alan McNulty

QLD
For Anzac Day this year we were down in numbers, only
about 26. Afterwards we had a few cold ones at The Railway Hotel.

Thanks again to Sandra and Steve Gastev for giving us
first choice of areas in 43 Below they really look after us.
They opened at 08:30hrs for 5 RAR only for those wanting a quick beer before the march I had to get there then
to supervise. Around 17:30hrs they closed so many of us
went to the Casino and then an Uber home.
If anyone from the 5th Battalion in Darwin is visiting south
west Western Australia any time we would love to catch
up with you in the Wild West.
Another function was held at 43 below on Tuesday 30

Some of the men, young and old, who marched in Brisbane.

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
QLD - Cont.

11
VIC

The following photo is of a get together held on 24 May,
present were the following diggers (L-R) Brasso Bamblett,
Max Morrow, Kerry White, Bernie Newstead, Billy Jarrett,
Vince Feenstra, Peter Pezet, Kevin Borger, Jon O’Callaghan, Warren Binney, Terry O’Hanlon and Tom Griffith. A
great lunch was had by all and liquids flowed freely at the
Pig’n’Whistle, Brisbane.

Vince Feenstra

ACT

On Anzac Day in Melbourne
in 2019, the weather was
very kind in Victorian terms
– no rain, not too warm and
not too cold – it was what
we call Goldilocks weather.
Recent changes to the order
of march in the procession
mean that our most recent
veterans march first, then
Vietnam, Korea, WWII, and
WWI (and/or their descend- ‘Stretch’ Bryan with Bruce
‘Dutchy’ Holland’s (B Coy 1966ants). This can be confusing 67)granddaughter, Taya.
(as to where to march) for
those who served with the Royal Australian Regiment in
recent conflicts such as East Timor, Iraq, Rwanda and
Afghanistan et. al., and the main body of the RAR who
(for now) are primarily Vietnam veterans.
This year – after the RAR Association Executive, and
their banner – it was 8 RAR’s turn to lead the march,
which means that it will be 9 RAR’s turn next year. The
Fifth Battalion, (Go Tigers) were as well represented as
any battalion (other than Seven, who have a very strong
Victorian representation). The Tigers had some 35-40
members marching, and I’m pleased to say that some
30% of whom were the younger ‘post-Vietnam’ veterans.

We marched with the RAR on one of our warmest days in
Canberra for an Anzac day. Canberra marked the service
and ultimate sacrifice of Australian veterans, with the
Dawn Service commencing the day’s activities, followed
by the National Ceremony and the March. The estimated
attendance was 45,000 people with the majority attending
the Dawn Service.

The Melbourne members marching behind the 5 RAR banner on
ANZAC Day this year.

Of note; among the attendees were Harry Moyle, Stretch
Bryan, Robert Birtles, Handsome Des Bourke and John
Cullen from the Vietnam era; and Vince Browne and a
whole stack of his mates from more recent conflicts – who
represent the future.

A few of the marchers with the RARA group including Bernie Pye.

The commemorative address was delivered by His Excellency General The Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK
MC (Retd), Governor-General of the Commonwealth of
Australia. The Creed was delivered by Mr Kerry Stokes
AC, Chairman of the Council of the Australian War Memorial.
Bernie Pye

A reminder that Vietnam Veteran’s Day is on at the Shrine
of Remembrance on Sunday, 18 August 2019. Official
proceedings start at 11:00 am, however I suggest to arrive at least an hour early so as to park the car, squeeze
in a fried egg and bacon sanga and a cup of coffee, as
well as catch up with friends and acquaintances before
the serious stuff gets under way.
By the time you’re reading this the movie Danger Close:
The Battle of Long Tan will have been released. I do hope
it lives up to expectations; it may well become the definition of Australia’s participation in the Vietnam War for ‘the
person in the street’ – so many years on.
Doug Bishop
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IN MEMORIAM

44262 WILLIAM JOHN HENDERSON
6 October 1948 - 25 March 2019

4717633 PETER JOHN RAFFAN
2 March 1945 - 2 April 2019

PTE William ‘Bill’ Henderson died on Monday
25 March due to complications from an
injury.

PTE Peter ‘Raff’ Raffan died peacefully on Tuesday 2 April in the Riverland General Hospital, Berri, SA.

Bill was deployed to South Vietnam on
11 March 1968 and was posted to 1
ARU until 27 May. After that date he
was transferred to 1 RAR and served for
the remainder of their tour. He was then
posted to Support Company 5 RAR on 5
February 1969 and served there until his
return to Australia on 8 October 1969.

Peter served for the duration of the
Battalion’s first Tour of South Vietnam, arriving in country on 10 May
1966, he served with CHQ of A Company and then with 3 Platoon. He
returned to Australia with the Battalion on board the ‘Vung Tau Ferry’, HMAS Sydney, on 12
May 1967.

In accordance with his family’s wishes, Bill was cremated
at a private ceremony.

2790749 JOHN JOSEPH BETTENS
25 March 1948 – 14 April 2019

A Funeral Service was held in the Riverland Funerals
Chapel, Berri, on Monday April 8. This was followed by a
private cremation at the Riverland Crematorium. The 5
RAR Association was represented at the service by another A Company member Wayne Clarke who also
served with A Coy.

3793390 ANTHONY MICHAEL SHEA
27 August 1947 - 6 May 2019

PTE John Bettens died on Sunday 14
April, in the South East Regional Hospital, Bega, after a very long battle
with cancer.
John was deployed to 1 ARU in South
Vietnam on 14 May 1969 and served
with them until 3 June. He was then
posted to 5 RAR and served as a rifleman with 8 Section, 3 Platoon, A
Company for the balance of the Battalion’s 1969-70 Tour
of Duty, returning to Australia as a member of the Advance Party. His service mates describe him as a ‘really
good bloke’. He worked as a barrister for many years in
the legal fraternity in Sydney.
A Private Cremation was held for John at Bega and he
will be interred in Tamworth, NSW. A Memorial Service
was held in Sydney at a later date.

61183 BRIAN ROY AITKEN
2 December 1935 - 16 May 2019

PTE Anthony ‘Tony’ Shea passed
away peacefully on 6 May in Ararat,
Victoria.

March 1970.

Tony was a member of the Assault
Pioneer Platoon, Support Company
for his deployment. He served with
the Battalion in South Vietnam from 3
February until he returned to Australia
aboard the HMAS Sydney on 10

A graveside service for Tony was held in the Ararat Lawn
Cemetery on Tuesday 14 May. The funeral ceremonies
were attended by some of Tony’s service mates and
members of the 5 RAR Association.

39641 NOEL THOMAS CAMIN
15 June 1949 - 14 June 2019

We were informed that PTE Brian
‘Dada’ Aitken died on Thursday 16
May. Dada lived in Beerwah Qld, but
died while he was spending a holiday
in the Philippines.

CPL Noel ‘Camo’ Camin, of
Balranald, NSW, died in the Epping
Gardens Palliative Care facility in Epping, VIC, at 12:30 hrs on Friday 14
June.

Brian deployed to South Vietnam,
aboard HMAS Sydney, as a member
of Transport Platoon, Administration
Company. He served in that position
for the full term of the 5th Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour.

Noel served the 5th Battalion as a
Mortar section commander with Support Company for the full term of the
Battalion’s 1969-70 Tour of South
Vietnam.

In November 1969 Brian returned to South Vietnam as a
member of 8 RAR, serving in-country for a further 12
months and returning with the rank of Corporal.

A Graveside Service was held for Noel at 11:00hrs on
Monday 24 June at the Balranald Cemetery, Moa St,
Balranald, NSW. The service was attended by his family,
friends, 5 RAR Association and Mortar Platoon members
and Vietnam Veterans from Balranald and Swan Hill
(VIC), approximately 130 in all.

On Monday 3 June a Requiem Mass was held for Brian at
St Williams Catholic Church, Grovely. This was followed
by a burial at Beerwah Cemetery, in Section 2, Row 5,
Beerwah.

IN MEMORIAM - Cont.
1201713 ALAN MARTIN COLLINS
2 January 1948 - 26 June 2020
PTE Alan Collins passed away on
Wednesday 26 June, after losing his
very long struggle with pancreatic cancer.
Alan served as a rifleman with the Battalion in 3 Platoon, A Company on 5
RAR’s 1969-70 Tour of Duty. During a
bunker contact, on 21 August while deployed on Operation Camden, he was Wounded-in-Action
and returned to Australia due to the severity of his
wounds on 27 August.
Alan served in the ADF for many years after Vietnam and
reaching the rank of WO1 in Ordnance Corps.
A Cremation Service was held for Alan on Monday 8 July
at The Lakes Chapel, Morleys Funeral Home, Martinez
Ave, West End (Townsville).

235287 ERNEST BENJAMIN MORRIS RFD
6 November 1944 - 14 July 2019
LT Ernest ‘Ben’ Morris passed away
on the evening of Sunday 14 July in
St John of God Hospital, Bendigo,
VIC. Ben suffered a cardiac arrest
after being admitted with pneumonia. He and his wife had recently
relocated from Wollongong to Bendigo.
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A GREAT DAY
On Monday 1 April, 4 Tigers (1 B Coy and 3 C Coy) got
together at Brian Budden’s home in Coopers Shoot,
Northern NSW. Those present were Geoff Luck, Alan
and Marion McNulty, Gary and Carol Townsend and of
course Brian.
One of the reasons for this
gathering
was
the fact that Alan
and Marian, from
WA, were visiting Brian to look
at his new property. Alan and
Marian had been on a South Pacific cruise from Sydney
and had been asked by Brian to visit for a few days.
Geoff Luck was also visiting and a very pleasant day was
had by all.
The photo above shows Geoff, Gary, Alan and Brian after
they had completed a very satisfying lunch.

MORTAR PLATOON 1969-70
This year, Mandurah hosted a reunion of some Mortar
Platoon 2nd tour members surrounding Anzac Day.

Ben joined 5 RAR on 8 February
1967 from 1 ARU and commanded 3 Platoon A Company. After 5 RAR returned home Ben served with the Civil
Affairs Unit at HQ 1ATF and then 2 RAR again as a platoon commander until the completion of his tour.
Ben later transferred to RAAMC and the Army Reserve.

The 4-5 day reunion organised by Lionel Morris comprised of a welcome supper by Mandurah Vietnam Veterans Association. The following day a luncheon at the
Morris residence, thank you Vicki Morris and dinner hosted at the Ravenswood Hotel.
Next morning, Dawn Service and Anzac Day march
where 'Well Wishes' and 'Thank You' were called out by
the crowds lining the route and following was ‘catch up
drinks' and ‘conversations' with old mates at the 43 Below
Club .

A private funeral was conducted for Ben and a memorial
service is being planned to be held at Victoria Barracks,
Sydney in late August.

Friday was a rest day and that evening we were at the
Mandurah Bowls Club for dinner and being entertained by
our organiser Lionel M as he strummed his guitar and
voiced his melodious tones for 3 hours. The evening was
danced away with much joy and frivolity.

Quote: "The nation who forgets its defenders will itself be forgotten."

Saturday was home time for some and a BBQ lunch for
those staying behind.

-- Calvin Coolidge, speech in New York, 1920

ADDENDUM – SGT CAHILL
In the December issue of Tiger Tales, on page 13 there
was article on SGT ‘Paddy’ Cahill in which his awards
were listed, including some that he was entitled to but had
never received.
Following the publication of the newsletter we were advised by Andy Bellingham, that Paddy had received an
appointment to the Order of Australia.
After further research, we discovered that on 26 January
1976, Paddy Cahill was appointed as a Member of the
Order of Australia (AM). It is also possible, but yet to be
confirmed, that Paddy was awarded the National Medal
on 14 July 1977.
The Editor

L-R: Lou Wagner, Lionel Morris, Gordan Gillam, Ian Harty, Peter
Keech, Doug Rattray, Ian Little, Peter Mitchell and Wally Sahajdak.

All in all a great time was had by everyone and our
thanks go to Lionel and Vicki Morris as well as Alan
McNulty for arranging the 43 Down Under Club and the
banner for this photo”.
Lou Wagner
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QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS

ANZAC DAY HERVEY BAY
ANZAC Day here was overcast but quite pleasant, with
magnificent turnouts to both the Dawn Service and the
Public Commemoration Service later in the morning.
Once again, the C Coy 5 RAR faithful turned out and later
met under ‘The Fig Tree’ – our usual rallying place. Present were: Barry Baker, Eric Hamlin, Ben Oram and Bill
Titley. MIA: Russell ‘Kiwi’ Hill (not good on the day!) and
Max Postle (Sunshine Coast - caring for his ill wife) and
the Support Section: Pam Hamlin, Pat and Kelly Oram.
PTE Hamlin was charged with being improperly dressed,
however the charge was later dismissed on the word of
witnesses, that his medals had slipped off his coat while
he was negotiating his exit from the Personnel Carrier on
his way to the Forming Up Place (FUP). I was somewhat
doubtful of the initial witness he called, being one PTE
Ben Oram, as I was sure that they had colluded on some
occasion in the past, however, the Support Section
agreed to carry out a search and found the missing medals in the APC. “Charge dismissed; CSM, march out!”

MAJGEN Justin Frederick ELLWOOD DSC
Member (AM) in the Order of Australia (Military Division).
For exceptional service as Deputy Chief of
Army, Director General Career Management - Army and Chief of Staff Headquarters Forces Command, and for contributions to the management of Army's people
capability.
Mr Elliott William TITLEY
Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia.
For his service to veterans and their families through the RSL and Legacy in Charters Towers and the Hervey Bay areas.
Mr David Symon WILKINS.
Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia.
For his service to community history to
commemorate the 1,800 men and women
with connections to the 9 suburbs of Kuring-gai in northern Sydney.
Congratulations to these three men on their well deserved
admission to the Order of Australia.

REFURBISHED WARR TIGER

Bill, Eric, Ben and Barry under ‘The Fig Tree’.

We patrolled to the Hervey Bay RSL Club, where we received our lunch rations, which were, quite unusually,
accompanied by an amber fluid to wash them down.
An ‘O Group’ was held, courtesy of the Support Section
and it was generally agreed that the patrol members
would be free to taste more amber fluid and tell lies for
the remainder of the day.
Transport remained ‘on call’ until the objective was captured, consolidated and any counter attacks were repulsed. I’m not sure what time that was!
On a broader note, I had contacted Warren Nesbitt, who
is a young 5 RAR veteran living in Maryborough, to see if
he would be attending the Hervey Bay Commemoration
Service, as he did last year, but he attended in
Maryborough and was unable to make it here. He is keen
to maintain a link with the local 5 RAR veterans.
I didn’t sight Wally Barnett (Tracker Pl) and Mick Sinclair
(Mortar Pl), who were probably at other locations.
Bill Titley

About the time of the formation of 5RAR in 1965, the first
CO LTCOL Peter Oxley was befriended by a gentleman,
Mr W.E.S. ‘Bill’ Brennan. Bill wanted to support the new
battalion and eventually became a long standing benefactor. To mark his presence, at each change of command,
he presented the battalion with a tiger named after the
outgoing commanding officer. This tradition continued
after the linking of 5/7 RAR and lasted until Bill’s death in
the 1980’s. These tiger statuettes are now mostly held in
the display case at the entrance to BHQ in Darwin. Some
had fallen into disrepair but have been renovated by our
‘Mr Fix It’, Brian Budden. The Kahn Tiger disappeared
some years ago but when located Brian rebuilt it onto a
base, matching the original from photographs.
The Warr Tiger was also in need of some loving care so
Brian has now brought this back to pristine condition. This
tiger was presented back to the CO by Roger Wainwright
after the Laying
The restored Warr Tiger. up of Colours
Ceremony on 2
June. Bill Brennan was an interesting person in
5RAR’s
early
history, so a synopsis of his involvement with
the battalion will
be included in
the next issue.

5 RAR’S 1969-70 TOUR - 50 YEARS AGO
SITUATION REPORT FEBRUARY 1969
In 1969 the Task Force was
operating in Bien Hoa Province which still contained
the major airbase and the
major logistics base in
South Vietnam. At nearby
Long Bin and Long Kahn
Province to the north was
the area of operations of the
199 U.S. Brigade, and Bin
Map 1.
Tuy Province was an area
of operations for ARVN and Regional Force units.
PHUOC TUY PROVINCE
Within Phuoc Tuy Province an ARVN Battalion was responsible for the Long Hai Hills and Route 2 and Regional Force Units looked after Route 4, long Dien, Long and
Light Green, and Zuyen Moc. This left 1 ATF responsible
for the Nui Dinh Hills, Binh Ba, the rubber east of Route 2,
and some areas west of the route. The enemy units operating in the five provinces were a number of NVA and VC
units, local force VC consisting of the D440 Battalion and
the long standing protagonists, the D445 Battalion,
plus local VC units at Dat
Do, Long Dien, and Hoa
Long. The Battalion encountered all of these units
and we developed a healthy
respect for our enemy who
showed great courage and
determination, and showed
a willingness to die for his
Map 2.
cause.
From February 1969 to February 1970, 17 major operations with constant day and night patrolling to ensure local
security of the area. Frequently during the four or five day
breaks between operations, resting Companies were required for clearing patrols and ambushes. The Battalion,
like other Battalions remained on continuous operations
throughout the year and this placed tremendous sustained pressure on the Infantryman which has not been
surpassed in any war, and must inevitably take its toll.
On several major
operations a Vietnamese company or
battalion
were
placed under the
command of the CO
5 RAR. This would
normally necessitate
the allocation of the
Battalion's NCO's to
the Vietnamese units
to guide and assist
with their operations,
and liaise with 5
RAR for support and
assistance. It was
5 RAR soldiers search for concealed
while on one such
weapons of VC personnel.
task with an ARVN
company in the Long Green area that Sgt Allan McNulty
of A Company organised the defences of the company,
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and the evacuation of the wounded while under heavy
enemy attack. He directed the use of artillery and helicopter gunships for two hours to prevent the enemy from
over-running the ARVN force. Small advisory teams were
dispatched for lengthy periods to assist Vietnamese Regional Forces protecting villages. Within two weeks of
arrival in Vietnam the Battalion was involved in its first
shakedown operation around the Nui Dinh Hills, and the
dry paddy fields west of Nui Dat. The operation was a
‘recce in force’ to prevent the movements of Viet Cong
forces towards the provincial capital Baria. Almost immediately the companies came in contact with small enemy
parties resulting in 14 VC KIA.
The Battalion carried out 15 operations during its Tour of
Duty, including Operation Hammer. This operation was
the result of an RPG attack on armoured vehicles moving
past the village of Binh Ba. D Company, at the understrength Battalion, was the Ready Reaction Force and
responded accordingly. On reaching the village they
came under heavy RPG fire and it was evident that the
enemy force was much larger than anticipated. The CO,
his tactical HQ and B Company deployed to the north of
the village. There followed two days of blocking and clearing, in the form of urban warfare, of Binh Ba and the rubber factory at Duc Trung. This became known as the
‘Battle of Binh Ba’. The Battle Honour, ’Binh Ba’, was later
awarded to the Royal Australian Regiment. 5 RAR casualties were 1 KIA and 8 WIA while 1 Battalion 33 NVA
Regiment suffered 126 KIA and an unknown number of
WIA.
During this tour of South Vietnam the Battalion suffered
the loss of 25 killed in action or died of wounds and 202
wounded in action.
The Battalion was accorded 20 awards and returned to
Australia in February 1970.
Lieutenant Colonel Colin Kahn DSO, had this to say
about the Battalion's second tour.
"The Battalion was proven
to be second to none. Our
Warrant
Officers
and
NCO's were superb and
the unequalled wealth of
their experience shone
through. Our officers from
the three schools of Duntroon, Portsea and Scheyville blended as one to give
the direction and example
expected of them. Trusted
as they were by being given the singular honour by
leading the greatest infantrymen Australia has proLTCOL Colin Kahn DSO.
duced and I refer to our
private soldiers, that regular and national serviceman the
man who walked up front to bear the brunt and made
whatever was achieved possible. It was a humbling experience to all of us who had the privilege of leading such
men. We remember our achievements have a price. 25
killed in action and 202 wounded in action. To all of the
then young Tigers I pay my tribute and my thanks for the
year you gave of your best to uphold the finest traditions
of the Australian Army, the Regiment and the Battalion."
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5 RAR ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Income and Expenditure Statement - July 2018 to June 2019
INCOME
2019
Membership Subscriptions
2,200.00
Reunion 2020
34,856.49
Sales/Memorabilia
1,958.00
Postage & Handling
20.00
Donations
220.00
DVA Grant - STS
0.00
Term Deposit Interest Income
1,956.98
41,211.47
COST OF SALES
Tiger Tales (Print & Post)
4,552.32
Printing/Stationery
278.75
Memorabilia
3,440.53
8,271.60
GROSS PROFIT
EXPENSES
Bank Fees
DVA Grant - STS
Donations - 5RAR Regimental Trust
Floral Tributes
Fees/Licences/Registration
Internet/Website
Postage & Stationery
Miscellaneous Expenses
RAR Corporation Subscriptions (Includes Legal Fund Donation $2,000)
Travel & Accommodation

NET PROFIT (LOSS)
Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2019
ASSETS
General Cheque Account
5 RAR Reunion Account
TERM DEPOSIT 50296157 due 4-Aug-19 @ 2.60%
TERM DEPOSIT 50296165 due 4-Sep-19 @ 2.50%
TERM DEPOSIT 50303660 due 2-Sep-19 @ 2.45%
Stock on Hand

LIABILITIES
Stock Received in Advance
(Stock received FY 2017-18 from Rebel Graphics, not invoiced. Estimated wholesale value)

NET ASSETS
EQUITY
Retained Earnings
Current Earnings
Historical Balancing of Reunion Account (Opening Balance brought on to Balance Sheet)

2018
12,450.00
0.00
2,656.00
15.90
727.10
22,657.00
1,786.68
40,292.68
22,975.70
0.00
(402.81)
22,572.89

32,939.87

17,719.79

0.00
12,486.70
0.00
160.00
46.00
249.00
537.69
2,511.00
2,200.00
1,462.74
19,653.13

(1.00)
0.00
500.00
75.00
45.00
268.90
1,449.04
112.50
250.00
0.00
2,699.44

13,286.74

15,020.35

21,401.37
34,856.49
26,017.16
21,269.74
28,644.37
15,525.00
147,714.13

38,309.10
36.39
25,562.50
25,791.92
27,619.87
17,144.00
134,463.78

3,540.50
3,540.50

3,540.50
3,540.50

144,173.63

130,923.28

130,923.28
13,286.74
(36.39)
144,173.63

115,902.93
15,020.35
0.00
130,923.28
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TROJAN’S TREK DONATION
L/Cpl Brian Budden, ex 5 RAR and veteran, has donated
to the Foundation on three previous occasions. On each,
he has dedicated the bequest to one of the men killed
while he was on operations with the battalion in Vietnam. The latest donation is to remember Major Don
Bourne, the story below.
Donald Mackenzie Bourne, of Watson,
ACT completed two tours in Korea
with the 1st and 3rd Battalions, between 1954 and 1955 and later
served in Malaya during the
Emergency. As a Major, he
initially served in Vietnam with
Headquarters, 1st Australian
Task Force before being posted to the 5th Battalion of the
Royal Australian Regiment (5
RAR) in 1967. In early 1967 he
was appointed commander of C
Company, 5 RAR in SVN.
On the morning of 14 February 1967, during preparations
for a cordon-and-search operation of the village of An
Nhut, Major Bourne was killed by a concealed Viet Cong
mine. Another Australian officer, 29635 Captain Robert
Bruce Milligan, and a New Zealand Army Officer, Captain
Peter Williams, were also killed along with five other men
who were wounded. He was 36.
The Board extends our sincere thanks for the donation.
We will remember them.
Editor’s Note: The article above has been taken from the
Trojan’s Trek—News website (link below). This is the
fourth donation that Brian has made in honour of the
members of C Company of the 1966-67 Tour who died
while in the service of our country. The previous donations were sequentially in memory of; PTE JR Sweetnam,
LCPL M Tomas and CAPT RB Milligan.
It is my understanding that these four donations have fully
funded one of Trojan’s Treks effective peer support wilderness based interventions, which reconstructs the psychological health and well being of service and ex service
personnel.

QUINTUS RAMA—RIP
It is with great sadness we share with
you the passing of
the 5th Battalion,
The Royal Australian Regiment Mascot CPL Quintus
Rama on 2 May
2019 at 17 years of
age.
8555555 CPL Quintus Rama was born
in February 2002 and enlisted into the Australian Army as
the 5th Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment’s mascot
on 15 August 2012 whereupon he resided at the Northern
Territory’s Crocodylus Park.
As the Battalion Mascot, he participated in numerous ceremonial events such as the 50th year anniversary Freedom of Entry March into Darwin in 2015 and ANZAC Day
parades.
CPL Quintus Rama was given a small military ceremony
by the CO, RSM and other members of the Battalion.
CPL Quintus Rama was a beloved member of the unit
and families who came to know him over the years at
Crocodylus Park, he will be sorely missed.
"CPL Quintus Rama displayed exemplary courage, honour and pride, something those who strayed too close to
his cage discovered," WO1 Munro said.
"He was admired by his fellow corporals, and revered in
the eyes of his superiors.
"He will be forever immortalised as the pride of the Tiger
Battalion.”
The 17-year-old Bengal tiger was the first mascot to exclusively represent 5 RAR since the unit was de-linked
from 7 RAR.
Rest in Peace CPL Quintus Rama your duty is done.

www.trojanstrek.com/2019/06/30/a-donation-with-message/

FIRST WORLD WAR QUIZ

Q. Where is Villers-Bretonneux and what is
Australia’s significance to the village?
A. Villers-Bretonneux is a village in France successfully defended by the ANZACs against a German offensive in April 1918.
The French were so thankful they put up a sign in the local
school which says ‘Never forget Australia’. It is still there today.
The village commemorates ANZAC Day each year. The Australian National Memorial is also at Villers-Bretonneux.

Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth,
the principal of The Pack Factory, is a
veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of

Quintus Rama’s body is marched from Crocodylus Park, led by CO
LTCOL Travis Gordon, 2IC MAJ Cameron Ellis, ADJT CAPT Harvey
Browne and members of the battalion.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL LAST POST
CEREMONIES

The AWM has honoured two of 5 RAR’s men who were
killed-in-action with Last Post Ceremonies (LPC). This
coincided with the Battle of Binh Ba 50th Anniversary
Commemoration services that were held in Canberra 6-7
June.
On Thursday 6 June, PTE Wayne Teeling’s memory was
commemorated exactly 50 years after his death. Wayne
was the only Australian soldier killed in the battle, although another eight 5 RAR members and other Corps
members were wounded.
Wayne, a member of 2 Section 10 Platoon D Company,
was mortally wounded while advancing towards six Viet
Cong enemy. The Viet Cong personnel were firing from
village huts, during the Battle of Binh Ba.
The Kennedy family with John’s memorial flag from 1987.

The following evening, 7 June, the Last Post Ceremony
was held to remember another Tiger, CPL John Joseph
Kennedy.

Some of those who attended Wayne Teeling’s LPC with the Binh
Ba veterans at left.

Wreaths were laid by Wayne Teeling Jnr, BRIG Colin
Kahn DSO AM (Retd), LTCOL Travis Gordon CSM and
WO1 Robert Munro (5 RAR), Brian Bamblett and Bernie
Pye and others present.
A current serving member of 10 Platoon Delta Company
5 RAR, PTE Mackenzie Bolland read Wayne’s life story
and military service to those in attendance.

He served as a section
commander with D Company on the Battalion’s 196667 tour and returned to
South Vietnam as a section
commander again in that
same sub-unit in 1969.
John was involved in the
Battle of Binh Ba as the acting Platoon Commander of
12 Platoon.
John, a Section Commander in 12 Platoon, was killed
when a enemy mine exploded in the village of Dat Do.
The mine killed two others
and wounded another 22 on
15 June 1969.
MAJGEN Murray Blake (Retd).

The ceremony was attended by John’s family, with the Australian Flag that had
been presented to them and
carried in honour of his
memory, at the Welcome
Home Parade in Sydney,
October 1987.

Wayne Teeling Jnr.

Wreaths were laid by the
Kennedy family (3 groups),
MAJGEN Murray Blake AO
MC (Retd) (John’s Company OC), Bruce Heron and
Rod Lees and others who
were present.

LTCOL T Gordon, BRIG C Kahn
(Retd) and WO1 R Munro.

Bruce Heron and Rodney Lees.
Brian Bamblett and Bernie Pye.

PTE Mackenzie Bolland.

Editor’s Note: The Last Post
Ceremonies can be viewed
on the AWM website under
the Commemorations, section. Go to the site below,
click on ‘Past Ceremonies’
link and choose the date of
the ceremony you wish to
view.

www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/last-post-ceremony

THE PIKE FAMILY VISIT DARWIN
On Thursday 4 April family members of PTE Geoffrey
Pike travelled to Darwin to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the day that their loved one was killed in South
Vietnam. Geoffrey was a member of 5 Section, 11 Platoon, D Company.
The group was made up of Geoffrey's widow Jennifer,
son Mark, brother Robert, brother Richard and his wife
Leonie. Richard Pike, also an ex-Tiger, served with A
Company 5 RAR on the battalion’s 1966-67 tour of Vietnam.
The following words are from Richard with regard to their
visit to 5RAR:
50 Year Memorial for GEOFFERY PIKE
We arrived at Robertson Barracks at 9.30 am to be greeted
by current 11 Platoon Commander LT Taylor Mychael, Company
Commander MAJ David Evangelidis, CSM WO2 Robert Kelly and
other members of D Coy. We
were escorted into the Battalion
and to the Memorial Wall.
Geoffrey's widow and son had a private time at the memorial wall where each took an opportunity lay wreaths.
After some time to ourselves, the Battalion Commanding
Officer LTCOL Travis Gordon and RSM WO1 Rob Munro
were introduced to our family and more private time and
discussion took place.
Later we toured a weapons display presented by 11 Platoon personnel, 5 RAR Memorial Museum and back to
the Battalion Notice Board where recognition of PTE
White (also killed on 4 April) and PTE Pike were displayed.
We wish you all the best in Battalion and Company endeavours.
On behalf of our family, we had a most wonderful day and
enjoyed the familial acceptance by current members added to our experience.
I also offer a special thank you to Gary Townsend, without whom this trip would not have happened. His coordinating between the family in New South Wales and the
Battalion in Darwin ensured it was a smooth and happy
event.
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MEMBERSHIP AND
THE 2020 REUNION

The current 3 year membership period ends
on 29 February 2020, the first day of the
2020 5 RAR Association Reunion.
Therefore all members who are paid up to
2020 should pay their dues for the next
Membership period, from 1 March 2020 to 28
February 2023, before the 2020 Reunion.
For current members and NOKs, the address sheet of this issue of Tiger Tales will
have a year or text i.e. 2020, etc., to the right
of your name. This will indicate the year
your membership is financial to. As the Association is subsidising some of the costs
of the reunion for members, if 2020 is
shown you should renew your membership
prior to the reunion. (If any form of text or
the year 2023 or later is shown you do not
need to do anything.)
For those that receive Tiger Tales by email
please
contact
Gary
Townsend
at
garyt.5rar@gmail.com to determine if you
are financial.
If you know of lapsed members, or Tigers
who have never been a member of the Association, who would like to attend the 2020
Reunion they would need to renew or join
the Association to be entitled to attend. As
we are currently approaching the end of the
current membership period their payment of
the $50.00 membership fee would extend
their financial status until 28 February 2023.

NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.
07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com
LOOKING FOR 14429 CPL ALAN C McLEAN
The Pike family (L-R); Jennifer, Mark, Richard, Leonie and Robert
in Binh Ba Lines.

If anybody knows of the whereabouts of Alan McLean,
SPT Coy 1966-67, or his contact details, could they
please inform Eddie King on (0431) 155 456.

Please indicate use of this form

Remit this form and payment due to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
P O Box 698
CARINGBAH NSW 1495
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Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Joining/Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia
Membership

1 March 2017 - 28 February 2020

Memorabilia
Partners Name:

Regimental No:

Home Ph:

Rank:

Mobile:

Business Ph:

Address:

State:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

O/S

Price

Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting)

M

$ 35

The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3)

L

$ 65

Honour Roll

M

$ 35

Caps

L

$ 25

Ties

S

$ 30

Lapel Badges 20x13mm

S

$

TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm

S

$ 20

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm

M

$ 50

S

$

$50.00
Qty

Cost

6

Email:
Car Stickers
T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc:

5

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch

S

$

5

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons

S

$

5

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN

S

$

5

Membership Dues (3 Year Period)

$ 50

Grand Total: $
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above,
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patrons: BRIG Colin Kahn DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025
President

Vice President

Secretary/Memorabilia Officer

Treasurer

COL. Roger Wainwright

BRIG. Ron Boxall

Geoff Pearson

LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM

Ph: 07 3630 5453

Ph: 02 9524 3561

Ph: 07 4128 4097

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0427 703 406

Mob: 0417 223 001

Mob: 0408 085 337

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

rojobox@bigpond.com

gp@therbco.com.au

titleys@me.com

TT's Editor/Membership Officer

Webmaster

Committee Member

Committee Member

Gary Townsend

Ted Harrison

Brian Budden

Terry James

Mob: 0412 767 975

Mob: 0403 907 775

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0414 600 518

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

webmaster@5rar.asn.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

terryjames@iprimus.com.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Geoffrey Luck OAM

MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM

Barry Ruttle

Position Vacant

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0417 488 598

geoff.luck@bigpond.com

blues5@iprimus.com.au

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

Ph: 07 5594 4780

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, DVE, CARRARA, QLD, 4211
ACT Representative

NSW Representative

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

Bernie Pye

Barry Ruttle

Vince Feenstra

Mo Hancock OAM

Ph: 02 6242 4210

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 07 3824 3410

Ph: 08 8556 2732

Mob: 0424 701 784

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0427 341 515

Mob: 0414 566 212

bernie.pye@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

wfeenstra@bigpond.com

moswhan@bigpond.net.au

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

Kevin Mulligan

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 03 6427 8257

Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0417 373 024

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

kmccoy5rar@gmail.com

doug.bishop@internode.on.net

alanmarian1@bigpond.com

5 RAR REUNION—2020
In 2016 a survey was distributed to the financial members of the 5 RAR Association asking for the member’s views and ideas as to when and where the next Association Reunion should be held. This Reunion Survey confirmed that we should
hold our next Reunion on the Gold Coast QLD and we have decided that we
should proceed as follows:
SATURDAY 29th February: (Leap year) – You must arrive at least one hour before the Welcome Function, to enable you to receive your Identification and Entry
Badge. This badge will give you access to all of the functions of the Reunion. Remember, ‘No Badge, No Entry’.
15:00-18:30hrs - WELCOME (Meet ‘n’ Greet) FUNCTION to be held at Twin
Towns Services Club, with a Canape food selection spread over a 2 hour period.
DRINKS will all be at members and guests expense. Dress code will be neat casual.
SUNDAY 1st March: 10:00hrs - MEMORIAL SERVICE to be held in the Twin
Towns Auditorium as per previous Reunions. Dress code will be Jacket and Tie
with full sized medals (as for ANZAC Day).
13:00-16:00hrs - REUNION LUNCHEON will be a 3 x course meal (alternate
serves) including a 3 x hour Drinks Package and will be held at Seagulls Leagues
Club. This venue is approximately 5 kilometres from Twin Towns Services Club
and buses/coaches will be provided to transport members and guests to and from
the venues. Dress code will be Jacket and Tie with full sized medals (same as for
the Memorial Service).
MONDAY 2nd MARCH: 10:00hrs - 5 RARA Annual General Meeting to be held at
Twin Towns Services Club. Dress code will be neat casual. Rest of the day is
free.
The Committee have decided that the individual participation cost will be $180.00
for each person attending. NOTE that the Association will cover the additional
costs of buses, function room hire, etc., but all other costs such as food, drink,
travel and accommodation will be the responsibility of the individuals attending.
Bookings for attending this Reunion are now open and the reverse of this insert
has a booking form to enable you to get in early.
Remember that there is a restriction as to how many people can be seated for the
Reunion Luncheon. Do not leave it too late to book your place, as bookings will
close when the maximum number is reached or on 31st December 2019.
A nominated NOK of the men on our Roll of Honour are invited to attend without
the payment of the $180.00 participation fee, please use the booking form. Travel
and accommodation costs are their own responsibility.
Mantra Twin Towns have offered us an accommodation package which is shown
on the enclosed insert along with an accommodation booking form. Make sure
that you mention the 5 RAR Reunion when you book to get these special rates.

5 RAR 55th ANNIVERSARY REUNION—29 Feb to 2 Mar 2020
ATTENDANCE BOOKING, ORDER AND PAYMENT FORM
(You must be a Financial Member of the Association for you and your guests to attend)
My details: C/Name:
Regt No:

Initials:
Sub-Unit :

Surname:

Preferred Name for name tag:

Address:

Sub/City:

State:

Post Code:

Phone:(

)

Mobile: (

)

E-mail (print clearly):

* * * * * * * * * * *
The final date that you can book your Attendance to the 2020 5 RARA Reunion is 31st December 2019.
Number of people attending the 2020 Reunion @ $180 Per Person
Number of seats on the bus for the Reunion Luncheon, no cost.
Total Attendance Payment: $
The preferred names, of all persons accompanying you, to be shown on the name tags are:
(1)

(2)

(3)

Signed:

Date:

/

/2019

The Bank Account listed below can only be used for payments for Reunion Attendance. For the payment of Association Dues and Association Memorabilia you
must use the details and Bank Account that is shown on the Order Form printed
on page 20 of Tiger Tales.
Payment Methods:

Cheque or Money Order payable to 5 RAR REUNION ACCOUNT.
Direct Deposit using the following details to directly deposit into the Reunion account.

Bank:
Account Name:
BSB:
Account Number:

Commonwealth Bank of Australia (Use your surname and Regt No as reference: Brown 12345)
5 RAR REUNION ACCOUNT
064:844
1002 9643

NOW:
Mail Form and Cheque or Money Order to:
5 RAR Association, C/O G Townsend, 82/117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4218.
OR
Email Form and Deposit Slip to: garyt.5rar@gmail.com
* * * * * * * * * * *
Within 30 days of your form and/or payment being received, a Confirmation Letter or Email will be forwarded to you showing the number and preferred names of those attending. Please check that all details shown on the letter or email are correct and inform us of any discrepancies by post to the above address, email at: garyt.5rar@gmail.com or telephone: (07)
5594-4780.

Please retain this Confirmation Letter or Email for your records, and also carry a copy with you to the
2020 Reunion, as this will be needed for identification and verification purposes.

THE FINAL DATE FOR BOOKING

st

ATTENDANCE TO THIS REUNION IS

31 DECEMBER 2019
or when maximum number is reached!

