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DAVE FRENCH - OUR NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT
BIOGRAPHY
David French enlisted
in the Australian Army
in January 1996 and
after completing Officer training via the
Australian
Defence
Force Academy and
Royal Military College
was allocated to the
Infantry Corps and
posted to the 5th/7th
Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment
as a Rifle Platoon
Commander in Charlie
Company. David spent
three years with the
Battalion
and
deployed to East Timor
in 2001/2002. After
completing his posting
as A/2IC Delta Company took on staff
MAJ Dave French with CT-C, MTF-2 in postings as Adjutant of
Afghanistan, 2010-2011.
the 4th/3rd Battalion,
Royal
New
South
Wales Regiment, as a Special Operations Watchkeeper
and a student at the School of Languages. He also deployed to Iraq during this time on the Australian HQ.
David returned to Darwin and posted to the 5th Battalion
in 2008. He re-raised Bravo Company after the split of 5
and 7 RAR and deployed to East Timor under then
LTCOL Jake Ellwood as the Plans Officer and Adjutant.
On returning from East Timor David was promoted to
MAJ and assumed command of Charlie Company. He
commanded this company on operations in Afghanistan
in 2010/11 and as part of preparations established close
ties with the Association who subsequently supported the
men of Combat Team Charlie throughout the deployment.
On return to Australia David served for the next 12
months as Operations Officer, planning and coordinating
the Battalion for service as the Ready Battle Group - the
first time this role had been done outside of 3 Brigade.
After this role David attended Staff College and was posted to Army Headquarters where he retired as a LTCOL in
2016. David currently resides in Canberra, is married to
Elizabeth and father of two mad-keen cricketers in William and Jacob.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
It is with great pleasure and a greater sense of honour
and privilege that I am assuming the role of President of
the 5th Battalion Association as of the March 2020 Annual
General Meeting. I would like to again acknowledge the
efforts of Roger Wainwright and his committee over the

5 RAR Association Website

past 15 years. Our Association is in an excellent state and
well poised for the future which is in large part due to the
efforts of Roger and his team. As I indicated to those present at our AGM, the work that they have completed since
the Association’s inception has been culturally significant
for the preservation of our shared history, support to our
members, our families and those of our deceased members, and linkages with the current serving members of
the Battalion. Thank you.
However, we cannot rest on our laurels. If our Association
is to be able to continue it’s fine work then we must find
different ways to engage with our ‘new veterans’ – those
who served in Battalion post-2006. Our new veterans are
a different generation of soldiers, living, raised or born in
a digital age. I am one of them and I know that we see the
world and engage with our community differently than
those who have come before. We will need to change
parts of how we operate to ensure the future success of
the Association. This will require new membership models, new ways of sharing information, and some new
ways of thinking. We will not throw the baby out with the
bathwater but neither will we stand still. There may be
changes that some people do not like – I make no apologies for that. My aim during my tenure is to increase
membership of our new veterans to over 500 while continuing the advocacy and support of our current members
regardless of age, gender, tour or State.

Our newly elected President, Dave French.

We are entering challenging times globally and while it
may seem farfetched, our Association does have a role to
play. We need to stay in contact with each other closely
over the coming months. I urge you all to reach out and
check in with mates as we enter periods of self-isolation.
We need to make smart decisions around our health. You
will likely never hear me say this again but I strongly urge
you NOT to attend memorial services on ANZAC Day.
(Continued on page 2)

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison

‘VIETNAM VANGUARD’
LAUNCHED
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(Continued from page 1)
While you may believe you can fight off this terrible virus
easily, others cannot and we need to make sure we are
not increasing their vulnerability to transmission.

‘Vietnam Vanguard: The 5th Battalion’s Approach to
Counter Insurgency 1966’ was successfully launched by
MAJGEN Stuart Smith AO, DSC on Monday 2 March.
This took place as a part of the recent 2020 Reunion held
on the Gold Coast.

Among all this, the Tiger Battalion remains on operations
in dangerous parts of the globe. The base on which the
Tigers are deployed to in Iraq has been the subject of
multiple indirect rocket attacks in recent days. All of the
Australian soldiers deployed avoided injury or worse but
this serves as a reminder to us all that our soldiers continue to serve our nation regardless of season, weather,
terrain or anything else.
I look forward to working with you all to ensure the future
of our fantastic Association. Take care of each other, be
smart.
Duty first
Dave

PRESIDENTIAL
‘PASSING OF THE BATON’

Our retiring President Roger Wainwright and our President-elect David French, enjoy a drink at the 2020 Reunion Luncheon, before assuming their new positions at the
AGM the next day.
It was the opinion of both of them that there was no more
fitting place to be photographed than standing before one
of our 5 RAR Association’s Banners.
This was one of very many pleasant moments that were
shared and enjoyed, amongst the over 500 members and
guests who attended the lunch held at Seagulls Club.
Quote: "Leadership accounts for something of
course, but it cannot succeed without the spirit, elan
and morale of those led. Therefore I count myself the
most fortunate of men in having been placed at the
head of the finest fighting machine the world has ever known.”
"General Sir John Monash, of the Australian forces of
the First World War, in the Melbourne Argus, 1927”

Ron Boxall, MAJGEN Stuart Smith and Bob O’Neill at the launch of
the new 5 RAR book, Vietnam Vanguard.

The Association had 250 copies of the book for sale on
the day and 225 of these were sold, a very creditable effort.

Bob, Stuart and Ron busy at work signing books.

Stuart Smith, the Co-Editors, Ron
Boxall and Bob O’Neill were present and happy to sign copies for
all those that purchased the book.
If you did not get your copy at the
Launch it is available from ANU
Press, on its website (see below).
On this site you can read the book
on-line, download a free PDF copy
or purchase a hard copy of the
book.
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard

REUNION 2020 REPORT
Where do I start? Reunion 2020 was a great success and
rather than go back to the start and bore you with the
planning detail, let’s get to the Reunion itself, where Saturday 29th February saw 520 attendees cramped into the
Stars Room at Twin Towns Service Club for our Welcome
(Meet and Greet) Function. The room filled quickly as
Members enjoyed a number of ‘complimentary’ drinks,
whilst tucking into ‘food – glorious food’. Simply there was
far too much to consume. The only complaint being the
lack of Bar space to accommodate the volume of Members trying to quench their thirst. Other than that, the
function went off well.
Sunday 1st March (Battalion Birthday) saw the Showroom
fill shortly after opening, with our Commemorative
(Memorial) Service commence with Master of Ceremonies, Brian ‘Brasso’ Bamblett, bringing the Service to order. 5 RAR RSM (WO1 Rob Munro) delivered a background on The Colours. On completion and during the
playing of ‘Dominique’ the stage curtains opened revealing Our Colours, suitably emblazoned under spotlights.
The Commemorative Address was delivered by our CoPatron, MAJGEN Jake Ellwood DSC, AM, followed by the
unveiling of our Commemorative Plaque. The Plaque
should be in place on the Memorial Wall, at Regimental
Square Sydney, prior to the ANZAC Day Ceremonies
taking place. After Wreath Laying, the Ode was recited by
John ‘Blue’ Burridge MG. The service concluded after the
National Anthem.
After a short break in timing, our coaches arrived to ferry
Members to Seagulls Club for the Reunion Luncheon.
Timing just wasn’t going our way, where the first tranche
were far too eager to ‘get into it’ before the second
busloads arrived. Eventually we were able to deliver access just as The Army Band from Brisbane started their
first set. Attendees soon ‘tucked into’ Grilled Corella PearLocal Prawns-Beef Fillet-Grilled Salmon followed by Tiramisu Strawberries and Cointreau Brule. The 4 hours
spent at Seagulls was a huge success applauded by all
present.
Monday 2nd saw our AGM attended by at least 200 Members where we welcomed our new President, David
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French as well as another younger Tiger, SGT Chris Haydon, to our National Committee.
The AGM was followed by the launch of our new book
‘Vietnam Vanguard’ by MAJGEN Stuart Smith, AO, DSC
(Retd). Both Editors, Robert ‘Bob’ O’Neill, AO and Ron
Boxall spoke on the overall project as well as their involvement. Sales of the book at the launch almost sold
out of our initial purchase.
Overall Reunion 2020 was applauded by most of our initial advices, as ‘The Last Hurrah’ of the Vietnam Era, may
have been a little early, as our new President (David
French) when addressing the AGM indicated that 2020
would certainly not be the Association’s last Reunion,
thus cementing the message addressed on our Placemats ‘Passing the Baton’, (i.e. Passing the Baton from the
Vietnam era to the younger Tiger generation). Bring it on I
say.
A HUGE ‘Thank You’ must go to Gary Townsend who
attended to all bookings, finances, buses and wreaths as
well as many other minor matters – Brian Budden for
nametags, placemats and coasters, Commemorative
Plaque, flags for the fallen and their transshipment and
setting up at the venues – ‘Brasso’ Bamblett for his overall attention to the Commemorative Service details. Thank
you guys for a job well done.
Thanks also must go to the Battalion, CO LTCOL Matthew Dirago – RSM WO1 Rob Munro – LT William Tilley
and CPL Jake Webber, for bringing The Colours down
from Darwin, cementing our close bond. The Colours remained the focal point of Reunion 2020. Thank you all.
For all those that attended Reunion 2020, I thank you. For
those that did not attend for whatever reason, I say, watch
this space for our next National Reunion. Do not forget
that we Vietnam guys are not getting any younger and it
may be the last time you can catch up with your mates.
Remember,
‘Mates then – Mates forever’
Geoff Pearson

The Queen’s and Regimental Colours on stage at the Reunion Luncheon with the plaque to be placed at Regimental Square Sydney, bracketed by the Vietnam Honour Roll on the left, the Afghanistan Honour Roll on the right and 53 Australian Flags in memory of the members of
5 RAR who sacrificed their lives for Australia.
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PHOTOS FROM THE REUNION

Chaplain Richard Brown, MM,
calls the gathering to Prayer.

MC, Brian ‘Brasso’ Bamblett
begins the Memorial Service.

WO1 Rob Munro explains the
history of the Colours.

Roger Wainwright gives his
Welcome Address.

Tony White delivers the Scripture Reading.

MAJGEN Jake Ellwood gives
his Commemorative Address.

LTCOL Matthew Dirago and Roger Wainwright unveil the Plaque for
Sydney’s Regimental Square.

Bryan Schafer and Geoff Luck read the
Vietnam ‘66-67 Honour Roll.

The CO and RSM accept the
Battalion Wreath from CPL
Jake Webber.

Rod Lees and Dave French read the Vietnam ‘69-70 & Afghanistan Honour Roll.

MAJGEN Stuart Smith and Alan
McNulty lay a Wreath on behalf
of the Next-of-Kin of KIAs.

MAJGEN Jake Ellwood and Roger Wainwright lay the Wreath from the Association.

Jeff Linton lays a Wreath in
memory of his brother Matthew.

Barry Warburton places the
Wreath in remembrance of his
brother Graham.

PHOTOS FROM THE REUNION -

Robert Sandow remembers his
brother Richard with a Wreath.

John Burridge gives an excellent recitation of The Ode.

Cont.
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The Showroom at the Seagulls Club is attractively set up for our
Reunion Luncheon.
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FROM THE BATTALION

CO’S REPORT
G’day Tigers,
During my first six months in the
Tiger Battalion it has been tremendous to see firsthand the camaraderie and kinship present in
our Association. The RSM and I
were delighted to meet so many
members of the Association and
extended 5 RAR family at PTE
Barry Thompson’s memorial service in Gunning, NSW. We were
equally overwhelmed by the attendance, high spirits, and tales
told at your 55th Reunion last
month. These stories, like you,
the people who lived them, are
critically important to the Battalion LTCOL Matthew Dirago.
today and into our future.
Talking of the future, a changing of the guard is a momentous event and we would like to express the Battalion’s appreciation to COL Roger Wainwright (Retd) for his
stewardship as your Association President. We welcome
his ongoing contribution as your Vice President and have
asked him to spend some of his newfound spare time
with ongoing support to the Battalion Museum. We congratulate and welcome David French as your President
and look forward to many more years of a great relationship between Tigers new and older.
Meanwhile, the Battalion has been busy as always. We
started the year somewhat earlier than expected assuming Army’s Ready Battle Group (RBG) commitment while
the Pig Battalion supported OP Bushfire Assist. Battalion
Headquarters (BHQ) was recalled from leave, while Bravo, Support, and Logistics companies were placed on
reduced notice to move all around Australia. This was a
great opportunity to demonstrate what the Tiger Battalion
can do, particularly when combined with the disruption of
the posting cycle and efforts to get Force Protection Element 13 (FPE-13) and elements of Rifle Company Butterworth Rotation 129 out the door. We did take a pause
during that busy time to support the annual Darwin
‘Ozrun’ event. A growing tradition which was well supported by the Battalion.
Sub-Units reports will tell their story, with apologies from
Charlie Coy who have just taken over FPE-13 in Afghanistan. Bravo Company has taken on the Lions (Tigers?)
share of the Battalion’s tasks while conducting some excellent training in the Darwin wet season. Delta Company
has returned from Afghanistan and they are taking some
well-earned rest before reintegrating with the Battalion
training year. Support Company are keeping their specialist skills current and Logistics company, well, they are
doing everything that keeps the Battalion going – and
they are doing it well. Our members attached to Task
Group Taji X in Iraq continue to represent the Battalion in
the greatest of lights.
I was approached by a number of people at your reunion
asking how they can access the 5 RAR Museum. If you
are coming to Darwin and would like to visit the Museum,
please email 5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au with your
available dates and one of the team will get back to you

with arrangements. We’ll do our best to arrange security
requirements wherever we can, however please accept
my apologies if we are unable to support at your preferred
time. For those of you who cannot make it to Darwin we
will continue to update you through Tiger Tales, having
taken a break from social media for the foreseeable future.
What’s to come? The bushfires, floods, and pandemic
illness that has affected many parts of Australia will impact some of our plans for 2020. While much of the What
we do may change, I can say with absolute confidence
that How and Why we do it won’t.
Duty First,
LTCOL Matthew Dirago

TASK GROUP TAJI-X

Members of Task Group Taji conduct medical training with US
members on Camp Taji.

Task Group Taji X (TGT-X), comprised primarily from
members of the 5th Battalion, has been in Iraq since the
end of November 2019. During the deployment, members
from the Tiger Battalion have been involved in numerous
activities. This has seen members involved in mentoring
their Iraqi counterparts at the School of Infantry and NonCommissioned Officer Academy – Number 2, serving as

Members of the School Mentoring Team supervise training at the
School of Infantry and Non-Commissioned officer Academy.

FROM THE BATTALION - Cont.
TASK GROUP TAJI-X - Cont.
the Quick Reaction Force for Camp TAJI, providing force
protection to those conducting tasks with the Iraqis and
occupying key roles within the Task Group Headquarters.

Australian and New Zealand element Protected Mobility vehicles
during a morning training serial.

So far during this deployment, members of the Tiger Battalion shared together Christmas Day, New Years Day
and Australia Day, where the Task Group came together
for a classic Aussie BBQ, accompanied by sports. Members from 5 RAR performed strongly in these sports –
situation no change. The day provided a good opportunity
for the otherwise busy Task Group to come together in a
social setting to enjoy each other’s company and banter.
In what has been a challenging yet rewarding deployment
thus far, members from the Tiger Battalion have been
performing to the very highest of standards whilst on the
international stage, representing both the Battalion back
home and Australia exceptionally well. With the tour rapidly coming to a close, there is no doubt that 5 RAR members will finish off their deployment strongly prior to returning to Australia.
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with the clearing of enemy from the small team skills
training facility and the securing of a hardpoint by night.
Operating by night provided the company with a number
of unique opportunities and the training outcomes were
significant.

Soldiers from 6 PL B COY utilising a Military Working Dog prior to
breaching an occupied room.

Concurrent to our own training, Bravo Company has been
making a concerted effort towards teaming with other elements from 1 BDE, as well as with 6 BDE and 17 BDE.
Doing quality training with our brethren from Bravo Company (1st Military Police Battalion), 8 Close Health Company and 1 Combat Engineer Regiment has proven invaluable for the soldiers and junior commanders and provided a unique opportunity to tap into capabilities sometimes
foreign to infantry units. Most noteworthy was the seamless integration of Military Working Dogs into our training
serials on Ex TIGERS CRAWL 20 which not only provided small teams with a force multiplier but also enabled
our small teams to be even more agile and lethal than
ever before.

CAPT Nick Pullinen,
ADJT, TGT-X

BRAVO COMPANY
Bravo Company hit the ground running for the start of
2020. The new year and new decade saw the company
being put on call with a reduced notice to move and constant readiness checks in preparation for supporting both
the Ready Battle Group and OPERATION BUSHFIRE
ASSIST. Although the company did not get deployed, the
readiness checks proved that Bravo Company is ready to
meet any short-notice request from government.
Following this, the company switched its focus to preparing 5 Platoon to deploy on Rifle Company Butterworth
rotation 129, and for the rest of the company to commence Ex TIGERS CRAWL 20. Ex TIGERS CRAWL 20
saw Bravo Company conduct training progression from
individual soldier skills revision through to pair, team and
section level infantry minor tactics in both a rural and urban environment. The exercise saw section training culminate with a section level rural to urban transition ending

6 PL B COY members conducting a breach prior to detaining two
hostile persons.

The conditions have been set for another busy year of
training for Bravo Company, but as always the Officers
and Soldiers are looking forward to the challenges ahead
and continue to serve the Tiger Battalion with distinction.
‘Cry Havoc!’
MAJ Christopher Leeds
OC B Coy
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FROM THE BATTALION - Cont.

SUPPORT COMPANY
The men and women of Support Company have had a
steady start to 2020. Due to 5 RAR’s operational commitments, the company has been at reduced strength with
Platoon Sergeants commanding each specialist platoon.
The Officer Commanding for 2020 is Major Matthew
Breckenridge and Sergeant Paul Jones (ex-British Army)
is currently the Company Sergeant Major.
Following the professional development cycle at the start
of the year, section, patrol commanders and team leaders
took the lead in training delivery and began lessons and
revision. The focus was bringing new members fresh out
of the rifle companies up to speed, as well as improving
the tactics, techniques and procedures developed
throughout the 2019 exercise period.

lished in late February, which demonstrated to commanders and planners the different HQ CPs that can be utilised
when operating with our Protected Mobility Vehicles
(PMV).
Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) Platoon trained on
each of their weapon systems in preparation for High Explosive Ranges at Kangaroo Flats and upcoming combined arms live fire exercises at Mount Bundey. Utilising .50 Calibre machine guns, they have led CHQ, BHQ
and BDE HQ through some gruelling PT sessions. They
still have a long way to go before they reach the intimidating fitness level of Mortars.
With PT gear as their unofficial dress of day, Reconnaissance and Snipers have maintained their ability to remain
undetected both in barracks and in the field. They have
trained well with their Special Reconnaissance Vehicles
(SRV) G-Wagons and have led Battalion wide training in
the Black Hornet and Wasp Unmanned Aerial Surveillance (UAS) systems. The Sniper Cell has centred training on their DOME (simulation) facility and have conducted Full Mission Profiles within the Robertson Barracks
Close Training Area.
Support Company will be conducting a live fire progression of training throughout the next couple of months in
preparation for Ex SOUTHERN JACKAROO in June. Our
main effort during this exercise will be supporting Bravo
Company in their Combat Team attacks. Once again, the
soldiers of Support will Find, Fix and Finish the everpersistent enemy of Mount Bundey.
Despite its reduced manning, Support is postured to have
a successful year and is looking forward to the many opportunities on the horizon in 2020.
CAPT Alex Baldry
2IC Support Company

LOGISTICS COMPANY
Logistics Company (Log Coy) commenced 2020 with a
flying start, having some key staff recalled over the reduced tempo period to commencing planning and preparations to take over the Ready Battle Group responsibilities, due to 7 RARs activation in support of OP BUSHFIRE ASSIST.

DFSW conducts a stores carry PT Session.

Mortar Platoon is now fully equipped with the new M32A1
Lightweight Handheld Mortar Ballistic Computer (LHMBC)
and have been utilising it regularly throughout command
post and fire mission training. They have also had regular
access to the JFO/JTAC Simulation Centre facility at 8/12
Regiment, RAA, which has exposed members to realistic
fires observation and fire planning and strengthened ties
with their offensive fires brethren.
Signals Platoon continues to develop the Battalion’s Battle Management System (BMS) capability and have been
providing regular support to Battalion activities. A Battle
Group Headquarters Command Post (CP) was estab-

The new OC, MAJ James Roberts, and CSM, WO2 Steven Rogers, welcomed both new and returning members
to the Battalion during the induction period, where there
was a large focus on individual and collective readiness
and preparedness checks.
Following induction training, Log Coy turned its focus to
establishing the new battle rhythm, including the establishment of the Company physical training program, led by
the Coy Combat Fitness Leaders (LCPL Finch, CFN Darcy, CFN English and CFN Holmes). The hot Darwin tropical climate really tested some new members during that
acclimatisation period.
The beginning of 2020 also saw Log Coy’s continued support to current operations, as part of Task Group Taji-X,
Force Protection Element-12 (FPE-12) and FPE-13, in
addition to providing some individuals to support two sep-
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FROM THE BATTALION - Cont.
LOGISTICS COMPANY - Cont.
arate Force Insertion/Extraction Groups (FIEGs) as part
of the deployed Force Support Element in Al Minhad Air
Base. Those who remained behind focused on individual
training, as part of Exercise Tigers Crawl, including RATEL Infantry Fighting Vehicle, All Arms Call for Fire, fire
control orders and landing zone marking.

COVID-19 AWARENESS FOR
ANZAC DAY AND GATHERINGS
Australia is now to seeing the cancellation of mass
gatherings, including ANZAC Day Ceremonies. It is
likely that there will be more, not less, of these in the
coming months as COVID-19 continues to spread
and we enter into the colder seasons in Australia.
While we acknowledge the importance of ANZAC
Day to us all and participation as a major event for
so many of us. It is important to place your health
and wellbeing first when planning to attend any large
congregation of people.
The Australian War Memorial will go ahead with a
private, nationally televised Anzac Day commemorative service on 25 April 2020. The traditional Dawn
Service, National Ceremony and veterans’ march will
not take place.
This revised ceremony will be held in the Commemorative Area and Hall of Memory of the Memorial at
5.30 am on Anzac Day.

Members of LOG Coy observing a mortar illumination mission
during Ex Tigers Run.

For Technical Support Platoon (TSP) there were little
changes in manning, with only a handful of new members
marching in to the Battalion. The experience and
knowledge of the members who returned to the Battalion
proved invaluable in continuing the maintenance of our
Protected Mobility Vehicles (PMV).
Transport Platoon began the year by conducting driver
support tasks for the Royal Military College-Duntroon,
FPE-13 and provided instructors to support the Brigade
HX77 (Heavy Vehicle) course. Preparations are already
being made to support the upcoming PMV course in April.
The Q-store, most impacted by manning deficiencies as a
result of operational commitments, have continued to provide phenomenal support to the Battalion under the new
Quartermaster, WO1 Trevor Neill. The Q-store was heavily focused on supporting the deployment of FPE-13 and
recently finalised the Logistic Transfer of Operational Material for FPE-12.
Looking to the future, Log Coy will commence Ex Tigers
Walk in March, which will see combined serials with the
1st Combat Service Support Battalion, including Distribution Points, Forward Repair Teams and the conduct of
Battlefield Clearance Teams.
CFN Perry English

FIRST WORLD WAR QUIZ

Q. What is the name of the only Australian
pilot to be awarded a Victoria Cross in the
First World War?

Please make your own decision as to what measures
to put into place for yourself, taking into account
advice of Federal and State Government Health
agencies, as your primary source of information. Do
not be persuaded by the Social Media rantings of
Kev and Kazza from down the road.
Take Care
Dave French

THE FIFTH BATTALION
The name of the horse shown in this photograph, is ‘The
Fifth Battalion’, he is a blue stallion and is just over 4
years of age.
He is a bareback rodeo bucking horse and was born in
Dalby, QLD, in 2015. His father was from Coonamble,
NSW, the Outback!
Currently he is
unridden and has
been bucked in
far
western
Queensland
at
Augathella, Mitchell,
Wandoan,
Dalby and Warwick, plus more.
‘The Fifth Battalion’ is the toughest horse that I
have ever owned,
The Fifth Battalion.
but he has a one
off cheeky and tough character. He has stamina and agility but no sense of humour at all.
He shows the same qualities that the Fifth Battalion soldiers have shown in Vietnam and other wars zones.
Jim Olive
A Company 1969-70

A. Lieutenant Frank McNamara
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COMBAT TEAM-CHARLIE, AFGHANISTAN 2010-11

On Friday 07th September my wife Liz
and I had the privilege of attending
the Queen's Birthday Honours and
Awards Investiture Ceremony at Government House, Darwin, to witness
Corporals Ryan Avery and Marc Danieletto receive their awards from our
tour as Combat Team – Charlie (CTC), Mentoring Task Force 2.
MAJ Dave French,
The simple and heartfelt ceremony
OC CT-C, 2010-11.
conducted near dusk overlooking Darwin Harbour was an appropriate setting for recognising
not just those individuals from the Army and Combat
Team – Charlie, but also the other recipients who included a Doctor with a long history in working in the regional
communities and islands, a fireman and a young navy
cook who found herself at the forefront of a crisis assisting boat people whose vessel had foundered near Christmas Island.
For all those efforts, and amongst the distinguished and
learned elders of the Territory, it would not be too much of
a stretch to say that the soldiers of the 5th Battalion garnered the most attention. If nothing else, this is a mark of
respect and admiration that the Darwin community holds
Defence members, even if at times we test the friendship
a little.
Corporal Avery was the first of all to receive his award,
and the reading of his citation brought back some memories of the at times, desperate fight we found ourselves in
on that day in Derapet on 04 December 2010. This action, which is already the subject of some paragraphs in
the Combat Team – Charlie article on the association
web page, demonstrated the bravery, tenacity and teamwork for which the Australian soldier has become known
throughout our Army’s history. While Ryan was the only
soldier officially recognised from that day, he wears that
medal for all the lads who fought that day and on others.
Ryan’s citation for the Medal for Gallantry reads in part:
For acts of gallantry in hazardous circumstances on 04
December 2010 while a sniper team member in Mentoring Task Force Two on Operation SLIPPER in Afghanistan.
Corporal Ryan Avery is an exemplary soldier whose
courage and selflessness under fire allowed the safe
withdrawal of his patrol in the face of significant enemy
forces.
Corporal Avery’s fearless action in repeatedly exposing himself to enemy fire to better engage his opponents and protect the lives of his patrol mates was an
inspiration to all.
Marc Danieletto was an excellent Junior Non Commissioned Officer throughout the tour, thoughtful intelligent
and also a bloody good enough shot who with the rest of
his sniper team put the fear of several gods into the Taliban in the district.
Marc’s performance was marked by a great understanding of how his piece fitted in the larger picture and by always finding a way to get the job done. Perhaps the finest
example of this was during a planning session for a patrol
to identify and neutralise Taliban commanders in the
Tangi Valley and work out their methods of movement.
My brief to Marc was essentially:

“What I want you to do is to take a small four man sniper
team well behind known enemy front lines, near a village
where we nearly had our clocks cleaned a week or so
ago, climb a large mountain with little cover and concealment, and then after we pick a fight on the other side of
the valley, engage and destroy any enemy you can, thus
exposing yourself to the attentions of the enemy without a
whole lot to back you up.”
“Sure no worries Boss. I’ll come back with a plan.”
He might have been thinking of suggesting something
else along the lines of seeing if I could commit an unnatural act upon myself but he knew the job and made sure it
got done. Marc’s efforts were fundamental in developing
our understanding of the insurgents in the Tangi Valley
and it was from information gathered from his patrol reports, combined with some clinical analysis from our S2
Captain Dean Callas, that uncovered the ‘Jesus nut’ that
had not been exposed in eight years of Dutch and French
deployments in the area and allowed us to destroy the
Taliban as a force within the Tangi Valley. Marc’s citation
for the Commendation for Distinguished Service reads in
part:
For distinguished performance of duty in warlike operations and in action as a sniper team leader with Mentoring Task Force Two on Operation SLIPPER in Afghanistan.
Corporal Marc Danieletto displayed leadership, courage, tactical skill and selflessness in the face of the
enemy that inspired excellent performance from his
fellow soldiers and directly contributed to the destruction of the enemy’s capability and the protection of
Australian and Afghan soldiers in combat.
The recognition of
these soldiers, along
with Bombardier David Robinson with a
Medal of Gallantry,
and Captain Scott
Stort with a Distinguished
Service
Medal, are representative of the efforts of all of the
Combat
Team
–
Charlie soldiers in
Deh Rawood district.
We operated far from
other
Australians,
working to two separate American Battalions – our brothers
who we fought with
and who became our
family also – and as
(Left) CPL Ryan Avery and CPL Marc
our efforts were reDanieletto.
ported under the
names of those two Battalions and not as Mentoring Task
Force Two these honours represent our footnote in history in the development of the 1st Kandak, security within
Uruzgan Province and the Australian Army.
These soldiers will wear those honours for us all. There
were many other brave acts and performances of a distin-

COMBAT TEAM-CHARLIE,
AFGHANISTAN 2010-11 - Cont.
guished nature which go unrecognised – but we could
reward them all - and Marc, Ryan, Scott and David will
bear the burden of that as well as the privilege of wearing
those medals. I am sure they are more than equal to the
task.
It was the greatest honour to lead the men of Combat
Team – Charlie during our tour. To paraphrase a famous
poem, the soldiers of that team went where others feared
to go and did what others failed to do. While few were
recognised, all were worthy.
© MAJ David French
MTF-2, 2010-2011
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SCHOOLMATES HAVE NOT
FORGOTTEN
On Tuesday 4 November 2019, the 50th anniversary of
the day that PTE Matthew Linton died in South Vietnam,
7 of his classmates gathered to remember him.

SE QLD-NE NSW
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
On Wednesday 4 December, 2019, a Christmas lunch
was held at Club Burleigh, Gold Coast, QLD, for Association members and partners from SE QLD-NE NSW.
The club served us with a shared Garlic Cob and the
choice of four different meals at a very reasonable cost.
This was the third time that our lunch has been held at
the venue and the consensus was that we return next
year. The photograph below shows the group of fifty two
who sat down for an enjoyable lunch.

They met where they were all students, in the grounds of
the Upper Mt Gravatt State School and laid a wreath and
handwritten card at a framed memorial to Matthew.
Matthew served with 1 ARU and 4 RAR before joining 5
RAR and the memorial reads:
Matthew Linton - Our Schoolmate from Freda Street,
Upper Mt Gravatt
Matthew’s family moved from NSW to Freda Street
sometime in the 1960’s, and he became a schoolmate at
UMGSS.
Though smaller in stature, he had a heart of a giant and a
cheeky likeable character, and made many friendships at
school. After completing Scholarship (Grade 8) in 1961,
possibly going to Mt Gravatt High up to Junior, he then
undertook a number of trade positions, finally as a carpet/
lino layer.
On nearing age 20, Matthew chose to volunteer for National service, not waiting for the ballot, he completed
training and went to Vietnam with 5 Royal Australian
Regiment, B Company, 6 Platoon.

If any other members wish to attend the 2020 lunch,
please contact me.
Gary Townsend

OSC - PORTSEA GRADUATES
The Army Officer Cadet School at Portsea is trying to
track down all of the 3,544 officers who graduated across
67 classes from 1952 – 1985. Many of those surviving
graduates are now scattered across Australia and overseas and have lost contact with old classmates and
friends. Which is why there’s now a website at
www.ocsportsea.org/ Click on class lists to find your
name plus any photos and videos, the web team have
been able to find.
An Officer Cadet School Portsea alumni ring has been
produced and may be available for purchase by graduates shortly. There are
more details available on the website at:
www.ocsportsea.org/ocs-ring-proposal/
Lou O’Dea

Whilst on patrol in Operation ‘Kings Cross’ in Nui Dat
province, Matthew was forward scout and progressed on
to one of many unavoidable tracks. It was Melbourne Cup
day in 1969 and the platoon was returning to base in anticipation of the Cup festivities.
Tragically Matthew suffered the full impact of an enemy
Rocket Propelled Grenade and the injuries were immediately fatal.
Still today, Matthew is remembered as a dearly
missed
schoolmate.
‘Mateship’ was a hallmark
of his schooldays and continued through Military Service. Mateship is an enduring asset that helped many
of our Diggers prevail in
other conflicts.
Honour their memory by
cherishing the mateships
you develop at school and
experience throughout life.
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IN MEMORIAM

3795570 ROBERT BRUCE GEAGHAN
11 August 1947 - 14 November 2019
PTE Robert ‘Bob’ Geaghan died on
Thursday 14 November in the northern suburbs of Sydney.
Bob deployed to South Vietnam joining 1 ARU on 20 August 1969 until he
was posted to 5 RAR on 3 September. He served with 2 Platoon, A
Company until the Battalion returned
to Australia. He was then posted to the Defence and Employment (D&E) Platoon at HQ 1 ATF. Bob was WIA on
Long Son Island on 14 April 1970 and medivaced to Australia on 20 April.
A Memorial Service was held for Bob at the Nature Reserve, 420 Mona Vale Rd, St Ives, on Friday 22 November.

2412335 BRIAN SMAILS
22 March 1946 - 17 December 2019
PTE Brian Smails died suddenly on
Tuesday 17 December as he returned to Australia for Christmas,
he had been living in Thailand for some time. Brian
collapsed and died soon after
landing in Sydney.
Brian deployed to 1 ARU in South
Vietnam on 25 August 1966 and then from 8 September
he served with 5 RAR, 1 Section, 1 Platoon. He received
shrapnel wounds to his back on 17 October 1966. This
occurred during Operation Queanbeyan on Nui Thi Vai.
He was medically returned to Australia on 1 February
1967.
Brian’s Funeral Service was held at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Camden Valley Way, Leppington, NSW on Monday 23 December.

3794454 ROGER PLOSZCZYNSKI
29 May 1947 - 28 January 2020

2412330 DENIS MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN
15 February 1944 - 10 December 2019
PTE Denis ‘Mick’ O’Sullivan died on
Tuesday 10 December while undergoing a surgical procedure in hospital.
Mick deployed to South Vietnam and
joined 1 ARU on 11 June 1966. On
20 July he was transferred 5 RAR,
joining 9 Section, 12 Platoon, D Company. He served as a rifleman in that
sub-unit until his return to Australia in May 1967.
The Funeral Service for Mick was held on Wednesday 18
December at the Catholic Church, 46 Levy St, Glenbrook,
NSW, 2773. Some of his service and Association mates
were in attendance.

4717621 IAN JON CLAYTON
20 February 1945 - 21 January 2020
On Tuesday 21 January, PTE Ian
‘Bunnsy’ Clayton lost his more than
12 months battle with pancreatic cancer. He died relatively peacefully, surrounded by his family in Wallaroo
Hospital SA.
Ian served with 2 Platoon, A Company, for the Battalion’s full 1966-67 tour
of South Vietnam, as a member of the
MG group of 5 Section. His mates describe him as a happy-go-lucky character and good bloke. He also deployed
with A Company in late 1965 to New Guinea, on Exercise
Sprinkler, an ARMY Deployment Exercise.
A graveside service was held for Ian on Friday 24 January at Wallaroo Cemetery, after the service a wake was
held for family, friends and his service mates.

2789660 DENNIS PICKSTOCK
16 October 1947 - 12 February 2020

PTE Roger Ploszczynski, formerly of Melton in Victoria, died on Tuesday 28 January. Early in his adult life, and prior to
his marriage, he changed his name to
Roger Raynar.

LCPL Dennis ‘Pommie’ Pickstock,
late of Iluka NSW, died on Wednesday 12 February. He had been suffering from kidney problems for many
long years.

Roger was deployed to South Vietnam
and joined 1 ARU, where he served
from 16 April to 5 May 1969. He was
then transferred to the 5th Battalion and
served with Support Company, until he returned to Australia aboard HMAS Sydney, arriving back in country on 5
March 1970.

Pommie served with 1 Section, 4 Platoon, B Company as a machine gunner, from 8 February 1969 until 5
March 1970 and returned to Australia
aboard HMAS Sydney. He is remembered as a popular
and funny digger. He attained his first stripe just before
the tour ended.

A funeral Service was held for Roger at on Tuesday 4
February at Gardenia Funerals, Melton Chapel, 29 Reserve Road, Melton, Victoria.

A private family cremation was held for Dennis.
Quote: “For those who survive, memory is both the
gift and the burden of old age.”
Anon

IN MEMORIAM - Cont.
38080 GEORGE GRAHAM BALL
15 February 1945 - 20 February 2020
LCPL George ‘Graham’ Ball passed
away in care, on Thursday 20 February, he had not been travelling well
for quite some time.
Graham served as the Section 2IC in
5 Section, 8 Platoon, C Company on
the Battalion’s first deployment to
South Vietnam. He arrived in country
on 28 April 1966 and returned to Australia with the Advance Party on 3 March 1967. Graham
then transferred to 8 RAR and re-deployed to South Vietnam from 18 November 1969 to 5 November 1970,
having attained the rank of Sergeant.
A Funeral Service was held on Thursday 27 February in
the East Chapel of Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park, Padbury, WA. It was attended by his 5 RAR Association and
service mates.

2791054 STEPHEN CHARLES SMITH
13 May 1948 - 6 March 2020
PTE Stephen ‘Smithy’ Smith of Boggabri NSW died on Friday 6 March,
he had been enduring dementia for
some time and had recently entered
a care facility.
Stephen deployed to 1 ARU in South
Vietnam on 30 July 1969 and served
with that unit until he joined 5 RAR on
20 August 1969. He served in 3 Section, 10 Platoon, D Company as a rifleman, he was a
good team members and a likable digger. He was returned to Australian due to compassionate reasons on 29
October 1969.
A Funeral Service was held for Stephen on Monday 16
March at St Barnabas Anglican Church, 86 Laidlaw St,
Boggabri NSW.

215945 ROBERT LESLIE MASHFORD
10 December 1940 - 29 November 2019
We have belatedly received information that LCPL Robert ‘Bob’ Mashford died on Friday 29 November
2019.
Bob deployed to South Vietnam with
the Battalion on 10 May 1966 and
served until his return to Australia
with the Advance Party, on 3 March
1967. Later in his ADF service he
transferred to the Royal Australian Corps of Military Police (RACMP) and attained the rank of Warrant Officer
Class 1.
A Funeral Service was held for Bob at Purslowe & Chipper Funerals, 6/8 Robinson Place, Rockingham, WA on
Wednesday 11 December 2019.
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4717496 DUNCAN JOHN GORDON
6 January 1945 - 26 February 2020
PTE Duncan Gordon, late of Sellicks
Beach SA, died on Wednesday 26
February. He had been suffering from
throat cancer for quite some time and
had been in a care facility for a few
weeks.

His Corps Training was completed
with 8 Platoon, C Company at 5 RAR
and then joined 9 Section, 9 Platoon.
Duncan deployed to South Vietnam aboard HMAS Sydney on 22 April 1966. He served as a rifleman in that section for approximately six months and then worked in the
Sergeant’s Mess for the remainder of the tour. He returned to Australia with the Battalion on 12 May 1967.
The Funeral Service for Duncan was held at St Anne's
Anglican Church, 7 Stonehouse Lane, Aldinga on Friday
13 March.

37675 WILLIAM KEITH LEADBEATER
13 December 1939 - 7 March 2020
LCPL William ‘Bill’ Leadbeater suffered a sudden heart attack, on Saturday 7 March and died, at his home
in Wingham, NSW.
Bill was a foundation member of the
5th Battalion, joining the Transport
Platoon as a driver for Admin Company on 1 March 1965. He held that
position on the South Vietnam deployment of the Battalion until he returned to Australia on
9 May 1967. On 10 February 1970 he re-deployed to
South Vietnam with 7 RAR and served there until 9 July
of that year. Bill also was known to his mates as ‘Tin
Basher’.
A private family funeral was held for Bill.

3786932 ABRAHAM MELKI
25 April 1945 - 20 March 2020
On Friday 20 March PTE Abraham
‘Abe’ Melki died suddenly due to a
massive heart attack.
Abe completed his recruit training at 2
RTB and was immediately posted to 5
RAR, at Holsworthy, in mid September 1965. He joined 8 Platoon, C
Company where he received his
Corps Training and, on it’s completion, was transferred to the Mortar Platoon. Abe deployed
to South Vietnam with Mortars on 6 May 1966 and served
with them until he returned to Australia on 12 May 1967.
He was sometimes referred to as the ‘Procurer’, as he
often found supplies that were unobtainable.
Funeral details will be placed on the 5 RAR Association
Website as they come to hand.
www.5rar.asn.au/contents.htm
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AROUND THE STATES

WA
The Western Australian 5 RAR Association had a very
successful and enjoyable Christmas lunch at our watering
hole of 43 Below on Saturday 7 December 2019.
Over 50 people attended including wives and partners. As
is customary members brought along gifts which were
raffled off on the day. The gifts this year were exceptional,
and many members went home with their goodies, very
pleased with themselves.

Laurie Sibson is presented the trophy by Russell Briggs.

Peter Guyatt once more provided the crayfish which were
auctioned off at prices more than competitive with what
can be purchased locally and of a size that you will not
see in the supermarkets. Also Tony Keddie who owns a
bar in Vung Tau, he served with 1 Field Regt, donated 5
crayfish, anyone visiting Vung Tau should look him up.
Terry Bates was our auctioneer and extracted the last
dollar from those bidding. Also auctioned was our famous
red wine labelled, Cheap Charley, Binh D 445 having
been bottled at the Ba Ria Laundry. The wine was donated by our Treasurer Russell Briggs and his wife Audrey,
who always put in a huge effort in making sure our day is
a profitable one. Although the label suggests it is not a
vintage wine, it is certainly very drinkable. Also thanks to
Lionel Morris who donated his services of a 3 hour gig
playing music which was snapped by Sandra Gastev for
$150 for our next function.
It was wonderful to have Wendy Godfrey, the widow of
SGT Bob Godfrey, who was accompanied by her daughter Billie and granddaughter Ally join us on the day. Also,
in attendance was many of our members from the country
with Rod Beauglehole and wife Loxley, travelling from
Collie, Peter and Helen Chapman, Colin and June Roach
from Bunbury, Bill Hunt with wife Val, Warren Gosney and
the irrepressible Bob Armitage with wife Jan from Mandurah. It was good to see Bob looking so well and he intimated that was the best he had been health wise in a
long time.
This year the Ron Nicholls trophy for the member who
has made a significant contribution to the Association in
the past year went to Laurie Sibson. Unfortunately, Laurie
has not enjoyed good health of late having to be in and
out of hospital many times to ascertain why he is losing

WA - Cont.
so much blood. It has meant that Laurie has not been his
usual exuberant self, we wish him well and that he is on
the mend very soon. The trophy is in honour of Ron
Nicholls’ son who suffered brain damage in the Black
Hawk disaster with the SAS Regiment. The trophy was
bought by Ron for his son, but on Ron's death the trophy
was donated to the Association as a perpetual memorial
to them both.
Toasts were offered to our departed comrades by Greg
Negus and to the Battalion and the Regiment by Daryl
Lovell. The toasts are always undertaken with port wine
donated by Sandra and Steve Gastev, our hosts at 43
Below. The food prepared by them was top class and
many of the members lined up for ‘backups’.
It was unfortunate that none of our younger members
were able to join us, even though we hold this lunch on a
Saturday to make it easier for them to attend, it appears
that family and work still presents some difficulties. One
should not forget David Beecher who is a younger veteran he served with David French on active service, joined
the police force 5 years ago, Marian and Alan McNulty
attended his graduation from the Police Academy. On
Friday morning a plain unmarked car pulled into Alan’s
driveway and out stepped two detectives. One was David
Beecher with a large bottle of whisky to donate to the
Christmas raffle. He could not attend due to his Police
duties, but a wonderful gesture that very much appreciated. This shows the tradition is still being carried on by our
younger veterans.
Last but not least Harry Neesham, who won a second
gold medal in water polo at the Masters Games held in
Seoul this year, refused to wear his medal on the grounds
it was too big and heavy. What could not be ascertained
was his reluctance to do so given that he was more than
happy to wear his first one on the last occasion he won
one.
Ray Ward
In mid-January, four members who served with B Company, on the Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour of South Vietnam,
travelled from the East Coast to the Western Australia.
Geoff Luck, John Hodges, Max Morrow, and Kevin Butcher flew over for a few days to see a not so well Tony
Whitfield from Mandurah WA. They all stayed in Mandurah so they could be with him the whole time. Tony was
very happy to see his old mates from Vietnam days and
I’m sure many stories were told.

Geoff, John, Tony, Max and Kevin at Mandurah.
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THE KENNEDY CUP
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The group also visited the Margaret River area for a bit of
R and R.
I caught up with the group at 43 Below with Barry Ives,
also B Company and Ivan Leach who knew Geoff Luck
and had a great lunch. What a great group of guys, it was
like I knew everyone, with lots of laughter.
The staff wanted to know where these 5 RAR blokes
were from, as they know all the regular faces, when I told
them that they travelled from Victoria, New South Wales
and Queensland to see a sick friend they could not believe it. Civilians do not understand the comradeship, and
the true bond that serviceman and servicewomen have.
To Geoff, John, Max, Kevin, and Barry Ives, who lives
here, you make us all proud and are true brothers of 5
RAR that you travelled so far, to see a mate you all
served with, who is not doing so well.
Alan McNulty

NSW
ANZAC DAY: We are all aware that the ANZAC Day
March has been cancelled in Sydney as well as the rest
of the country. A group of ex-Tigers felt that we should
still get together over lunch. Our watering hole, The
Crown Hotel has confirmed that they have allocated our
usual upstairs-dining room area for us. Any thirsty exTigers that are interested in attending, we propose to
meet at The Crown around 11:00hrs, followed by lunch
(as usual at your own expense) and we should have vacated the hotel by 14:00hrs, not that this is necessary.
The rest is up to you. For catering purposes, so we can
advise the hotel staff, please contact Geoff Pearson on
0417 223 001 or E: gp@therbco.com.au

THE BATTALION’S 2020
BINH BA WEEK
The Battalion’s 2020 Binh Ba week’s main focus was on
the Kennedy Cup , a Section Competition; it was to end
with a presentation by the Kennedy Family to the winning
section (see article at right).
1 Brigade has the same limitations on large gatherings
and social distancing as the rest of the general population. Therefore, presentations with the full compliment of
Battalion members present, as well as the Battalion Ball
will now be deferred to until a more suitable time later in
the year.
It is our hope that the COVID-19 pandemic can be
brought under control in the very near future and then
these events can then be held in a climate of a much
more normal health situation.
Gary Townsend

Each year 5 RAR conducts an arduous and challenging
competition that lasts over several days to select the
champion section within the battalion. The winning section provides the basis for the 5 RAR team that competes
annually against the champion sections of all other battalions in the RAR. A few years ago a number of Warrant
Officers and Sergeants obtained a large tiger replica that
is now presented to the 5 RAR champion section. This
tiger has become a highly sought after and major trophy
within the battalion.
The Commanding
Officer
recently
approached the 5
RAR Association
to suggest that the
tiger trophy be
named after an
NCO of 5 RAR
from the Vietnam
era. After considering a number of
outstanding section commanders
from both tours of
Vietnam, it was
proposed that the
trophy should be
named after CPL
John
Kennedy.
Comrades, including his two company commanders
were
consulted
and were unanimous in agreeing that the trophy should
be named after John Kennedy. The battalion then decided to name it ‘The Kennedy Cup’.
CPL Kennedy was a section commander in D Company
on both 5 RAR tours of Vietnam. He was recognised as
an outstanding and respected corporal entirely devoted to
the welfare of his men. In addition, he capably stepped
up and commanded his platoon at the Battle of Binh Ba in
June 1969. Sadly, he was Killed-in-Action on 15 June
1969 at Dat Do. John Kennedy optimises the qualities
that section commanders in the battalion should aspire to
as they compete for this trophy. It also provides an ongoing link between the past and present generations of
the tiger battalion.
The Kennedy family has kindly agreed to name this trophy after John and were to be present in Darwin during
Binh Ba Week in May to present the ‘Kennedy Cup’ for
the first time under its new name.
Roger Wainwright
Editor’s Note: Due to the current health environment, the
Kennedy family members will not be travelling to Darwin
in May. If the presentation of the cup is postponed to later
in the year, and the travel restrictions are lifted, the family
would be interested in then visiting Darwin and being included.
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The sign on Dave French‘s bedroom/
office door, in the Deh Rawud District of Afghanistan, in 2010-11.

Launceston in 2015.

COMBAT TEAM–CHARLIE, MTF-2 REUNION
A ten-year reunion will
occur in Canberra over
the ANZAC Day long
week-end for previous
members of 5 RAR,
and attachments, who
were deployed to Afghanistan with Mentoring Task Force – 2
(MTF-2). The deployment occurred from
October 2010 until
June 2011. This reunion is the first deliberately organised get together for all personnel
who served with Combat Team – Charlie (CT
-C), based on Charlie
Company 5 RAR, since
returning from the deployment in mid-2011.
A small reunion of CTC, MTF-2, was held in

CT-C and its elements operated in the Deh Rawud District of Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan, for the entire deployment of eight months under the command of Major
David French, the newly elected President of the 5 RAR
Association. This reunion has been promoted via social
media (Facebook) since October 2019, and is open to all
those who served with CT-C, but more widely those who
served with MTF-2, ex-members of 5 RAR and the Association. Additionally, family and friends of previous members are invited to attend, thereby making for an inclusive
gathering of the 5 RAR Family.

ed to the CT-C Reunion. Also, see Facebook and search
‘MTF-2 CTC Jackals’.
This will be a wonderful opportunity to mix with old comrades, family and friends, and we look forward to a happy
and successful reunion.
Trevor Lynch
Editor’s Note: Unfortunately due to the Federal and State
Governments restrictions on larger congregations of people because of the COVID-19 situation, We have had to
cancel this Reunion. It is our hope that this event will now
take place on the ANZAC Day weekend in 2021.

TRAVELLING TO THE REUNION

On our way to the
55th 5 RAR reunion
at Tweed Heads,
Peter Roberts and
Alan Brooker (6 Pl B
Coy 2nd Tour) visited
the grave of LCPL
MP White (‘Whitey’)
in Taree NSW.

On the return journey
my wife, Marg and I
laid flowers on his memorial located in nearby Harrington.

PTE Sam O'Shea and CPL Geoff Lang waiting to commence a patrol on 1 Jan 2011.

The initial gathering will occur at Olims Bar and Bistro
(Mercure Hotel Canberra) corner of Ainslie and Limestone Ave, Braddon (close to the Australian War Memorial). The 'Carlton Room', and bar, has been booked for our
use, starting at 6pm on Friday 24th April 2020. The point
of contact in Canberra is Trevor Lynch, and he can be
contacted on Mobile – 0408 669 449 for any queries relat-

LEST WE FORGET
Peter Roberts

B J THOMPSON 50TH MEMORIAL
SERVICE
A Memorial Service was held on 1st February 2020 in the
town of Gunning, to mark the 50th Anniversary of PTE BJ
Thompson’s death in Vietnam. Barry (affectionately
known as Thommo) was a forward scout with C Company, 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment.
The Service was attended by three of Barry’s sisters –
Helen, Valda and June, together with many of the Gunning townsfolk, representatives from local RSLs, the Vietnam Veterans’ Motorcycle Club. A number of his wartime colleagues who had served closely with Barry were
present. These were Jack Lake, Bryan Schafer, Allan
Austin, Geoff Pearson, Barry Morgan, John Hellyer, Ben
Oram, Eric Hamlin, Bob Hooper, John Wogan-Browne,
Alan Riley, Andy MacDougal and Don Harrod. Peter
Moon attended on behalf of his late father Eddie.
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PATRON’S NATIONAL ROLE
MAJGEN Jake Ellwood, in his capacity as the National
Emergency Co-ordinator for Op Bushfire Assist, is seen
here with BRIG Damian Cantwell, Commander 9 Brigade,
and the Prime Minister, Scott Morrison studying a map of
Kangaroo Island during the recent bush-fire emergency. 9
Brigade is comprised of Army Reserve forces in South
Australia and Tasmania.

The family Eulogy was read by Barry’s sister, Helen Keed,
and Don Harrod delivered the Military Eulogy.
The Commanding Officer of 5 RAR during the 1969-70
tour of Vietnam, BRIG Colin Khan DSO, AM was present,
together with the current Commanding Officer and RSM,
LTCOL Matthew Dirago and WO1 Rob Munro. The 5
RAR Association was represented by COL Roger Wainwright and LTCOL David French.
Barry’s two former Commanders, LTCOL Claude Ducker
MC and COL David Wilkins OAM were unable to attend.
The Canberra Pipes and Drums were also unable to attend due to a current bushfire crisis; but will be returning
to the gravesite to play the Lament.

FIRST WORLD WAR QUIZ

Q. Did Indigenous Australians fight in the
First World War?
A. Yes, there were over 400 Indigenous soldiers enlisted in the
AIF. However, they usually had to hide the fact that they were
Indigenous because they would not have been accepted by the
AIF otherwise.

2020 REUNION SLIDESHOW
The slideshow that was playing at the 2020 Reunion
Luncheon, is now available for those members who
wish to purchase a copy, they will be produced as
orders for it are received.

5 RAR LTCOL Matthew Dirago and WO1 Rob Munro lay a wreath
on behalf of the current Battalion.

The Memorial for Barry was organised by Ray Seymour, a
Vietnam veteran (RAE). Ray did an outstanding job together with Helen Keed in coordinating everything on the
day and we record our sincere thanks.
Don Harrod
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth,
the principal of The Pack Factory, is a
veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of
South Vietnam.

This shows photos from Vietnam (both 1966-67 and
1969-70 Tours), Iraq, Timor and Afghanistan where
the 5th Battalion RAR has been deployed. Now two
short video clips have been added to what was
shown at the Luncheon, a Huey extraction and a motorised contact from Iraq. Background music has also
been added to the slideshow.
The MP4 file will be loaded onto a USB thumb drive
and the slideshow will be able to be played on either
your Smart TV or your computer.
This is a 5 RAR Association initiative and the cost of
these will be $25.00, including the USB drive, production, packaging and delivery by Australia Post.
If you are interested in obtaining one of these unique
memories of the 2020 Reunion with photos from the
aforementioned theatres, please see the reverse of
the Address Sheet of this Tiger Tales for the Order
Form with payment options.
Gary Townsend
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LIVE FIRE NO BARRIER

BUSHMASTER mobility vehicles have been involved in
an exercise in Indonesia for the first time.
Soldiers from the Top End's 1 Bde took the vehicles with
them for the seventh iteration of Exercise Wirra Jaya with
the Tentara Nasional Indonesia Angkatan Darat (TNIAD).

"We had the chance to establish important relationships
both on and off the sporting field, sharing photos and stories and talking about our families," MAJ Dale said.

The exercise was hosted by the TNI-AD's 413 Battalion, 6
Bde Kostrad, at Asem Bagus, East Java, Indonesia, from
November 13-25.
Officer in Command of the Australian contingent, MAJ
Redmond Dale, recalled his first involvement in the exercise back in 2013.
"Exercise Wirra Jaya has developed a lot over time, from
a dismounted infantry company conducting dry-fire activities six years ago to now including an engineer troop, a
gun troop and an infantry platoon in a live-fire activity,"
MAJ Dale said.
This year training extended to motorised and mechanised
operations.
An Air Force C-17A Globemaster provided the strategic
lift to Indonesia, moving four Bushmasters and Darwinbased soldiers from 5RAR, 1 MP Bn, ICER and 8112
RegtRAA.
During the training, the soldiers shared their knowledge,
expanding on policing and medical training with their
counterparts on the other side of the maritime border.
"We have had the opportunity to see how other armies
train while working in a different environment, using different equipment," MAJ Dale said.
"We constructed our sections and platoons to have a mix
of Australian and Indonesian soldiers working together
under both Australian and TNI leadership, highlighting the
contrast in our tactics and procedures.
“Indonesia is one of the largest countries on our border,
so it is important to share our knowledge and develop our
close relationship to maintain security and stability in the
region."

LCPL Jock Trow instructs an Indonesian soldier at Dodiklatpur
training base.
Photos; CPL Shane Kelly

"The soldiers have worked hard to build some strong
team dynamics, getting the mission done."
by CAPT Carla Armenti
Courtesy of Army Newspaper
Quote: "It (discipline) does not mean lip service, nor
obsequious of forms and customs, nor suppression
of individuality ... the Australian Army is proof that
individualism is the best and not the worst foundation upon which to build up collective discipline.”
"General Sir John Monash”

5 RAR ASSOCIATION DUES
The 5 RAR Association triennial membership dues became due on Sunday 1 March
2020 and should have been received by that
date.
To the right of your name on the address
sheet of this Tiger Tales, you will find a date
shown. This will tell you the year, at 28 February, when your membership is paid to or
due. If this date is shown as 2020 you will
need to pay $50.00 to extend your membership up to 28 February 2023.
If the date shown is later than 2020, or if
there is text shown instead of a year, you do
not need to do anything at all.

A Bushmaster crew conducts tactical mounted manoeuvres with
an Indonesian M113/AS1.

Despite the language barrier, the two armies were able to
achieve tactical medical care training and weapons and
equipment demonstrations.

If you receive the electronic Tiger Tales and
you are not sure of your membership,
please
contact
Gary
Townsend
at
garyt.5rar@gmail.com or (07) 5594 4780.

The international language of sport also improved communication between the soldiers. Traditional Aussie
games of cricket and footy were substituted for volleyball
and soccer, where the competitive spirit shone through.

Payment can be made by Bank Transfer,
cheque or Money Order, for details see the
form on page 20.

LONG TAN: A REAPPRAISAL
BOOK REVIEW

The Battle of Long Tan on 18 August 1966 was the greatest challenge faced by an Australian infantry company
during the Vietnam War. Despite suffering significant casualties, D Company, 6 Battalion Royal Australian Regiment, succeeded in holding off a regimental main-force
unit, comprising both North Vietnamese Army and Viet
Cong elements.
This reappraisal draws
on
several
new
sources including recently declassified Signals Intelligence records and translations of
Vietnamese unit histories. Initially, the Australian
commanders
failed to act on obvious
signs of an imminent
large-scale enemy operation. Then, arguably
the Vietnamese succeeded in luring D Company out of the defensive Australian base at Nui Dat and into the Long Tan rubber plantation where an ambush was setup.
D Company responded with skilful and courageous infantry tactics but was largely saved by the intervention of
artillery in what was the largest Australian artillery barrage
since WWII. In failing light and heavy rain, victory was
assured by the arrival of Australian reinforcements including M113 armoured personnel carriers. This allowed the
battlefield to be secured against further attack.
The author, Fred Fairhead, is a Vietnam Veteran with experience as a 6 RAR company commander. He retired
from the Australian Army in 1985 as a Lieutenant Colonel.
This quality production of 52 pages including eight maps/
sketches, nine photographs and a description of all enemy weapons, D Company weapons and support weapons
used during the battle.
An order form to purchase this book, at the cost of
$20.00, is available on the 5 RAR Association website at;
www.5rar.asn.au/book-reviews/Long Tan-Flyer.pdf

NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.
07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com
5 RAR DARWIN VISITS PROCEDURE
If you are going to Darwin and would like to visit the
Museum, please email 5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au
with your available dates and one of the team will get
back to you with arrangements.
The Battalion will strive to arrange security requirements, if it is at all possible, to suit your travel time
frame for you to visit Binh Ba Lines and the Museum.
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NASHOS, REOS AND REGS
Our Battalion was prepared for
the second tour of Vietnam from
an equal number of Regular Army
and National servicemen soldiers.
During our tour of duty, we received reinforcements (Reo's)
from 1 ARU (1st Australian Reinforcement Unit). These soldiers
replaced serving members, who
were wounded, had served their
time, or had made the supreme sacrifice. From where I
was, ALL of us had equal standing. It mattered not whether these Diggers had trained and prepared for war from
Holsworthy, were taken on board when we relieved 1
RAR, came from 1 ARU, or remained to join 7 RAR. It
has become apparent that some of our reinforcements
felt inferior, did not know whom they replaced, the circumstances that created the vacancy that they filled, or were
thrown into a tactical situation with no real training or induction. In Australia today, nobody would be able to commence work without some sort of an induction. In our
time, if you had survived Canungra, you were considered
to be a competent infantryman.
In the nine years that I served, I was not aware of any
adverse feelings toward Nashos or Reo's. Apart from a bit
of friendly sledging (we could teach cricketers a thing or
two), we were all part of ONE team. A couple of association members have recently (via the Association website)
expressed their feelings and impressions of when they
joined 5 RAR. Their comments are very much appreciated.
All of us had a role in 5 RAR, and everyone was dependent on others. There were cooks, storemen, clerks, hygiene reps, drivers, medics, and of course the backbone
of the Army - the infantry soldier. There were Majors,
Captains, junior officers, senior and junior NCOs, and the
Diggers. There were officers with a lifetime commission,
National Service officers, enlisted men with regular army
6 and 3 year sign-on periods, and National Servicemen.
Some left the Army after their engagements expired, others extended their service. Once we had donned the baggy green skin and black feet, who could tell us apart?
More importantly, who could have been considered to be
the better soldier? I don't think any of us can answer that
question.
Nashos, Reo's and Regs' - hold your heads up high. We
have achieved something that most others have not: We
have served Australia - with pride and dignity.
There is one sure way to find out whether your mate was
a Nasho, Reo or Reg - ask him. You might not know otherwise.
Don Harrod
C Company 1969-70
DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee
and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions
or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or
indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this
newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor.

Please indicate use of this form

Remit this form and payment due to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
P O Box 698
CARINGBAH NSW 1495
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Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Joining/Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia
Membership

1 March 2020 - 28 February 2023

Memorabilia
Partners Name:

Regimental No:

Home Ph:

State:

Vietnam Task (Nil stock)

Business Ph:

Address:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

Price

M

$ 35

$50.00
Qty

Cost

Vietnam Vanguard (see Page 2)

Rank:

Mobile:

O/S

Email:

The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3)

L

$ 65

Honour Roll

M

$ 35

Caps

L

$ 25

Ties

S

$ 30

Lapel Badges 20x13mm

S

$

TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm

S

$ 20

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm

M

$ 50

S

$

6

Car Stickers
T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round
Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc:

5

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch

S

$

5

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons

S

$

5

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN

S

$

5

Membership Dues (3 Year Period)

$ 50

Grand Total: $
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above,
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025
President

Vice President

Secretary/Memorabilia Officer

Treasurer

David French

COL. Roger Wainwright (Retd)

Geoff Pearson

LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM (Retd)

Ph: 02 9524 3561

Ph: 07 4128 4097

Mob: 0401 910 079

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0417 223 001

Mob: 0408 085 337

david_french78@hotmail.com

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

gp@therbco.com.au

titleys@me.com

TT's Editor/Membership Officer

Webmaster

Committee Member

Committee Member

Gary Townsend

Ted Harrison

Brian Budden

SGT Chris Hayden

Mob: 0412 767 975

Mob: 0403 907 775

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0407 470 919

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

webmaster@5rar.asn.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

hayds81@yahoo.com.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Terry James

Geoffrey Luck OAM

MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM (Retd)

Barry Ruttle

Ph: 07 5594 4780

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Mob: 0414 600 518

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0417 488 598

terryjames@iprimus.com.au

geoff.luck@bigpond.com

bjschafer@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211
ACT Representative

NSW Representative

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

Position Vacant

Barry Ruttle

Vince Feenstra

Mo Hancock OAM

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 07 3824 3410

Ph: 08 8556 2732

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0427 341 515

Mob: 0414 566 212

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

wfeenstra@bigpond.com

moswhan@bigpond.net.au

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

Kevin Mulligan

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 03 6427 8257

Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0417 373 024

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

kmccoy5rar@gmail.com

doug.bishop@internode.on.net

alanmarian1@bigpond.com

2020 SLIDESHOW ON USB THUMB DRIVE
I would like to order a copy/copies of the slideshow that was played at the 2020 Reunion
Luncheon on 1 March 2020.
I understand that it will be loaded onto a USB Thumb Drive which will be capable of being
played on Smart TVs or computers. The total cost of this is $25.00 per unit, this includes the
cost of the Thumb Drive, production, packaging costs and delivery by Australia Post.
Name:

.

Adds:
Tel:

City:
Mob:

P/Code:

E:

.
.

Please supply ____ copy/copies to me.

Signature:

.

Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable
to 5 RAR Association, c/o G Townsend, 82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211
or,
Email this form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to garyt.5rar@gmail.com
please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Internet and/or CBA Deposit Details:
Account name: 5 RAR Association.
Bank: CBA.
BSB: 062‐511
Account: 1015‐9756

