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PTE QUINTUS DURGA - 5 RAR’S NEW MASCOT

Duty First - Private Quintus Durga ponders her new responsibilities.
th

into the Australian Army in a small military service at Crocodylus Park on
Wednesday 10 June.

Darwin’s 5 Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment, this year marked the 51st anniversary of its involvement in the Vietnam War’s ‘Battle of Binh Ba’ (6-7
June 1969) through several events –
including enlisting a new tiger mascot.

“It is only fitting that we welcome our
new mascot during this special anniversary, which illustrates the battalion’s remarkable history and fighting spirit,” 5
RAR’s CO, LTCOL Matthew Dirago said.

5 RAR completed two successful tours
of Vietnam and was the infantry contingent in the ‘Battle of Binh Ba’, the most
significant battle in the battalion’s history, involving fierce close-quarter and
house-to-house fighting. This battle has
been recognised as a Battle Honour of
the Royal Australian Regiment and is
emblazoned on the Regimental Colours
of all the battalions of the Regiment.
Bengal Tiger Quintus Durga (see Editor’s Note page 2) was officially enlisted

“Quintus Durga joins a line of striped
mascots since the battalion first received
a Sumatran cub named Quintus from
Taronga Park Zoo following its initial tour
of Vietnam in 1967,” LTCOL Dirago said.

LTCOL Matthew Dirago leads Quintus
Durga’s enlistment ceremony.

Private Quintus Durga is the fifth tiger to
hold the honoured position of unit mascot at 5 RAR.
(Continued on page 2)

The 5 RAR Association’s three year Membership Period ended on
29 February 2020, please see page 3 for more details.
5 RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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PTE QUINTUS DURGA-5 RAR’S NEW MASCOT - Cont.

(Continued from page 1)
LTCOL Dirago said the 18-year-old Bengal tiger had been
part of the unit even before she enlisted on June 10.
"We're more than just the Tiger Battalion, we're the tiger
family," LTCOL Dirago said.
"We felt the void during the interim period but now that
we've closed that gap, our family is complete." 5 RAR
was left without a mascot after the death of, her brother,
the previous unit mascot, 17-year-old CPL Quintus Rama,
in May 2019, leaving big shoes to fill.
"Luckily, PTE Quintus Durga has some pretty big paws to
fill them," LTCOL Dirago said.
Punters could be excused for thinking 5 RAR's new mascot looked familiar - the resemblance between PTE Quintus Durga and her late brother is uncanny.
More recently, 5 RAR has maintained a longstanding
partnership with Crocodylus Park, which has been the
home to the unit’s mascot since 2004.
“We greatly appreciate Crocodylus Park allowing their
tiger to join the Army,” he said.
“We are looking forward to welcoming Quintus Durga as
the mascot of the ‘Tiger Battalion’ and helping with her
care and upkeep at Crocodylus Park.
“Our ongoing relationship with this Darwin cultural institution is a great way for us to engage with the local community.”
5 RAR has committed a regular work party to assist with
enrichment activities and the cleaning of PTE Quintus
Durga's enclosure at Crocodylus Park, her permanent
place of parade.
Mascots represent a unit's values and attributes, and
RSM 5 RAR WO1 Robert Munro said PTE
Quintus Durga reflected
a cross-section of this
battalion.
"She carries the youthfulness of 5 RAR's soldiers and the wisdom of
its chain of command,"
WO1 Munro said.

PTE Quintus Durga’s Enlistment
Certificate.

"Beyond that, tigers can
be
very
deliberate,
stealthy and can react
with speed, agility and
aggressiveness. Those
characteristics resonate
with our battalion."

Earlier in the week, 5 RAR soldiers and officers attended
another important ceremony at St Mary’s Star of the Sea
Catholic Cathedral in central Darwin.
Two new brass plaques were unveiled to accompany the
Battalion’s Queen’s and Regimental Colours, which are
on display in the Cathedral.
“The Colours were layed up in the Cathedral after being
replaced for the 50th Anniversary of the Battle last year.”
“Placing these plaques in the Cathedral shares our histo-

Two plaques were installed in St Mary’s Star of the Sea Cathedral
which give an explanation of the Queen’s and Regimental Colours.
The photo shows the plaque below the Queen’s Colour while the
Regimental Colour can be seen in the background with the second
plaque below it. The Colours were layed up in 2019.

ry with the local community, creating an opportunity for
the public to remain connected to the men and women
who served under the Battalion’s Colours.”
Compiled from ARMY Newspaper
and CONTACT Magazine articles.
Editor’s Note: The history of 5 RAR’s Mascots is;
1. 1967 Quintus, Regt No: TF005. Retired as a WO2 in
1985 and died in 1988. (Sumatran). He was the first
Army Mascot to rise above the rank of Sergeant, this
was in recognition of his prowess in adding to the
world’s population of tigers. Quartered at Taronga
Park Zoo.
2. 1985 Quintus Secundus, served until 5/7 RAR’s move
to Darwin in 1999 when he was honourably discharged with the rank of CPL. (Sumatran). Quartered
at Bullen’s Animal World.
3. 2003 Quintus Septimus Sabre, served until his death
in 2010 with the rank of CPL. (Bengal). Quartered at
Crocodylus Park.
4. 2012 Quintus Rama, PMKeys No: 8555555 served
until his death in 2019 with the rank of CPL. (Bengal).
Quartered at Crocodylus Park.
5. 2020 Quintus Durga (Sister to Rama), with the rank of
PTE. (Bengal). Quartered at Crocodylus Park.
The name Durga, is taken from a Hindu goddess of war,
the warrior form of Parvati, whose mythology centres
around combating evils and demonic forces that threaten
peace, prosperity, and Dharma the power of good over
evil. Durga is also a fierce form of the protective mother
goddess, who unleashes her divine wrath against the
wicked for the liberation of the oppressed.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
G’day to Everyone,
I am writing this on one
of those Canberra winter
days where the sun is
shining, the sky is blue
and clear of clouds and
the temperature. . .well
the temperature is a little
above zero at the moment!
At our reunion I (and othDave French.
ers!) had travelled from
the regions of Canberra, New South Wales and Victoria
that had been devastated by bushfires and in Canberra’s
case, hail storms as well. Since then of course we have
all been affected by COVID-19 in the course of our everyday lives and are bearing witness to it’s effects globally.
Certainly it is a test of our society’s collective resilience
and comradeship that has probably not been seen in this
country since the dark days of 1942 and the threat of invasion. We are lucky, in so many ways, to have our veterans leading the way in both the recovery efforts and also
in how our society responds to these crises. Our own copatron, Major General Jake Ellwood, has been front and
centre in leading the ADF’s commitment to the Bushfire
responses. With the ‘Anzac Day at Home’ initiative our
veterans showed our nation how you can take part in
events of national significance and still contribute to everyone’s safety and wellbeing. I see this, and so many other actions, as examples of how our veterans can continue
to be exemplars of our Anzac values and lift the collective
standard of behaviour. I would always encourage our
members to be part of positive actions and discussions
that unite our country and people, and not to be dragged
into divisive arguments based on real or perceived differences. As our Australian society changes and develops
we are better placed than many based on our past experiences in combat to know that regardless of your age, skin
colour, creed, gender or anything else, that we are
stronger together.
On the Association front we are continuing to progress a
number of initiatives to engage with our new veterans to
get them involved with the Association. We are well
placed to start this work and are taking our first few steps.
Among these is the redesign and development of our Association website. While it is by far the most impressive
Association website out there in terms of content (I’ve
checked believe me!) the developments in the coding
languages and software available mean that we will be
better off to move to a newer website that can better contain the plethora of information that we have. Ted Harrison is currently working on the initial design with the assistance of a current member of the Battalion. This will
take some time and I envisage that the new site will be
ready early in 2021 once we have gone through design,
development, testing and transfer of all of our current
content.
In Binh Ba week I sent out a quick update to all of the
email contacts that we have for our Association members.
While this successfully reached many hundreds of the
intended recipients, there were probably about 70 odd
Association members who we need to update details for. I
would encourage all of you to ensure that your contact
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details are up to date and if you do not have an email address, to get one. This will ensure that you are kept up to
date with all the Association goings on into the future. I
would personally like to thank the many people who responded to that communique to pass on their support to
me and those who have done so in other forums. It is very
greatly appreciated.
On the Battalion front we have seen a lot of work put into
the recruitment of Quintus Durga and behind the scenes,
some more information has come to light on the service of
the original Battalion mascot thanks to the efforts of Gary
Townsend. Some highlights and articles are contained in
this issue of Tiger Tales along with an article by Major
General Ellwood (see page 4) on his time in command of
the Battalion. I have reached out to as many veterans as
possible to write about their experiences and as I have
mentioned before, I would encourage all of you to write
and record your own thoughts and memories down – be
that either for yourself, for your family, or for the Association as a whole.
We are currently planning to hold our Annual General
Meeting in November this year and more detail is contained within. As with everything at the moment, we are
planning for the best case, and preparing for the worst.
We will advise you if changes are required to the venue,
time or date are required due to COVID-19 and will make
all efforts to make this as inclusive as possible for members regardless of their location.
As the winter months continue I wish you all good health,
urge you to take care of yourselves and your families and
thank you for your continued support of the Association.
Duty First.
Dave French

5 RAR ASSOCIATION DUES
The 5 RAR Association triennial membership dues became payable on Sunday 1 March 2020 and should have
been received by that date.
To the right of your name on the address sheet of this Tiger Tales, you will
find a date shown. This will tell you
what year you are currently financial to.
If this date is shown as 2020 you will
need to pay $50.00 to extend your
membership up to 28 February 2023.
If the date shown is later than 2020, or
if there is some text shown there, then
you do not need to do anything at all.
Payment can be made by Bank Transfer, cheque or Money Order, for details
see the form on the insert with this issue.
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TODAY’S SOLDIERS IN CONTEXT

On the eve of Anzac Day 2016 I was invited
her chainsaw. She had done everything
to a wonderful function held to commemorate
right, but nature and chance got a vote. In
Australian service personnel. Unfortunately I
this complex environment, she had suswas seated next to an uncharacteristically
tained deep lacerations on the top of her
bitter Vietnam veteran who spent the evening
foot that severed all of her tendons, retelling me how the Australian Defence Force
moved the skin and cut to the bone. When I
was in decline, and that we were not a
visited her in hospital, given the severity of
scratch on his generation. He suggested our
the injury, I was expecting her to talk about
missions were not as arduous as theirs, and
her pain and her fear of what such an injury
that we lacked the experience to be a truly
meant to her personally and professionally.
skilled force. He finished his diatribe suggestThis would be a natural reaction. To my suring that our diversity was an anchor to proprise, which transformed into admiration,
MAJGEN Justin Ellwood
gress. While I politely smiled, deep down I
she never once mentioned any of this. RaDSC, AM
was seething. I was seething both because,
ther, she spoke of how her team mates had
as a Vietnam veteran who was undoubtedly judged by his
cared for her, got her evacuated and visited her in hospiforbears, he should have known better, but also because
tal. She also spoke of her gratitude for being able to help
he was just plain wrong.
Australians in their time of need. She talked of the pain
and loss of others in the community, but she never spoke
Our Army has Courage, Respect, Initiative and Teamwork
of herself. Again, yet another example of Courage, Initiaas its core values. I have absolute confidence these valtive, Respect and Teamwork. I have served for 30 years
ues would have received the seal of approval from our
in the Army and I have seen this time and time again.
original forbears. In my 30 years in the Australian Defence Force, I have seen these values lived by our peoNow, to shape this into the context of today’s soldier I
ple. I offer three personal anecdotes that, when connectdraw upon a story I was told by an old veteran, Harry
Wright. An absolute character who had fought in the Bated, paint the picture.
tle of Tobruk and was a member of the Australian Army
In 2007, when I was a Battalion Commander in Southern
Training Team Vietnam. As a young Captain I asked him
Iraq, we regularly patrolled our Area of Operations huntwhat was harder, his experiences in World War Two or
ing out insurgents who both rocketed our base and emVietnam. Rather than answer my somewhat naive quesployed Improvised Explosive Devices on our roads. Durtion, he relayed a story to me. He described that during
ing one of these patrols a team had halted for a break.
the Battle of Tobruk, he had shared his foxhole with his
As they were trying to cool down, which is not a simple
Dad, who was also a veteran of World War One. A new
task during a 50 plus degree day in the middle of the dereinforcement passed by their foxhole after a big fight.
sert, an insurgent team fired a volley of very well aimed
The nervous looking young soldier asked Harry whether it
mortar rounds. The group’s section commander was the
had been a large battle that they had just fought. Harry
sole casualty. He had been hit with shrapnel in his neck
recounted turning to his Dad saying “Pa, what do you
and back. Had the shrapnel been a couple of millimetres
think?” According to Harry, his Dad just shook his head
higher it would have severed his jugular vein, which
and said, “Son, compared to the Somme this was just a
would have been a fatal injury so far from base. His secminor skirmish.” According to Harry, context was everytion quickly reacted to the threat, arranged for their comthing. Each event is significant, and none can really be
mander’s evacuation and then continued on patrol. Miracmeaningfully compared to the other. And that is where the
ulously the soldier was deemed fit to re-assume duties
veteran I referred to earlier was so plainly wrong. Comafter only a week. While he was physically ready, the
parison is useless, context is everything. Our soldiers
event had clearly taken its toll on him mentally. The morhave
been exposed to a vast array of differing contexts
tar round had landed within five metres of him, and he
throughout
history. However, they still display the same
had suddenly become consumed by a feeling of mortality.
traits today as they did 119 years ago – Courage, InitiaI decided that he needed to return home. However, havtive, Respect and Teamwork.
ing such respect for their section commander, his soldiers
pleaded with me to give him more time. They assured
So, to summarise from my foxhole, our soldiers are
me they could get him back in the saddle. Against my
smart, they are tenacious and they are committed. These
better judgment, I relented. Those soldiers coaxed him
are important qualities in potentially lethal environments
back out on patrol, pleading with him that they needed
where we can never afford to be complacent, must alhim. Within days he was back out commanding his team
ways stay on our game and hold ourselves to account.
better than ever. One does not need to look hard to see
They also epitomise the values and ideals that we hold so
the Courage, Initiative, Respect and Teamwork in that
dear as described in Good Soldiering. They are courastory.
geous, they always show initiative, they respect themselves and those around them and they serve and thrive
Fast forward to January 2020, while Commanding Operain teams. I have had the good fortune to serve alongside
tion Bushfire Assist, in support of the devastating events
many nations on a number of operations, and we are conof what is now known as the Black Summer, we deployed
sistently held in the highest regard by all of our Allies bean army of chainsaw teams across vast areas in South
cause we are good at what we do. We are truly blessed
East Australia to re-establish access to communities cut
to have our contemporary soldiers swelling the ranks.
off due to fire damage. This work was arduous, dangerous and conducted in some very inaccessible areas. I
The ANZAC legacy lives on.
received a call about a week into the operation notifying
MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC, AM
me of a sapper who had sustained a terrible injury from
Association Co-Patron

FROM THE BATTALION
G’day Tigers,
The Battalion has been busy since the
last edition of Tiger Tales, despite the
challenges of COVID-19 that we are all
sharing. Many of our plans and activities
were modified, postponed, and only
cancelled where absolutely necessary.
I’m confident that Bravo Company conducted the last live fire section attack
before the country locked down. The
most significant imposition has obviously been on our people, particularly the
inability to visit partners, family, and
friends outside of the Northern Territory.
Our Soldiers continue to take this in
their stride but I know are as keen to
travel as many of the Association members will be to travel to Darwin.
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Battalion’s layed up Colours. The enlistment of Quintus Durga was a milestone
event for the Battalion for which the covering article of this Tiger Tales provides
more detail. WO2 Critchley, LT EdeJones, and LT Mychael all developed an
outstanding historical presentation and
professional development discussion
that linked the actions at Binh Ba with
combined arms warfare and the future
of land combat. The week culminated
with a commemorative service and Battalion social event coordinated by the
Padre, Chaplain Ricky Su and the Junior Leaders Committee President, CPL
Mitch Howden respectively.

The Binh Ba week would not have proceeded without the incredible efforts of
our RSM, WO1 Rob Munro. I am deThis last period has seen the conclusion
lighted to confirm that he has been seof Australia’s training mission at the Taji
lected for Tier advancement within our
Military Complex in Iraq. 47,000 Iraqi
Senior Enlisted ranks and will be apSecurity Forces were trained by the
pointed as the RAINF Corps RSM in
LTCOL Matthew Dirago
ADF since 2015. The conclusion of this
2021. This significant career milestone
mission also saw the return of Tiger Batreflects his commitment to the RAR and his clear potentalion members from Task Group Taji X (TGT-X) in the
tial for future service at this higher echelon of Army.
midst of the COVID-19 lockdown. Domestically, the BatCPL Mitch Howden, CPL Max McCullough, and the Juntalion was tasked to support the Northern Territory Govior Leaders Committee have refreshed and revitalised the
ernment’s response to the pandemic. This mission saw
Battalion Museum, Coffee Shop, and Gary Holmes Club.
members of the Battalion, working alongside state and
With more opportunities to come, the efforts of this leadfederal law enforcement, NT Government Officials, Royal
ership team is commendable. I hope our Veteran commuAustralian Navy, and Royal Australian Air Force partners.
nity are able to visit the Battalion as restrictions leave and
The Battalion based in Darwin, operated a forward eletake the opportunity. If you are coming to Darwin and
ment in Alice Springs, and had teams from Kulgera to
would like to visit the Museum, please email
Tennant Creek, and from Tanami to the Queensland bor5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au with your available dates
der. These teams were primarily from Delta Coy who had
only recently returned from Afghanistan and completed
and one of the team will get back to you with arrangetheir mandatory quarantine. Concurrently members of
ments. We’ll do our best to arrange security requirements
Bravo Company stood firm in Malaysia completing the
wherever we can, however please accept my apologies if
129th Rotation of Rifle Company (RCB) Butterworth. Most
we are unable to support at your preferred time.
recently we deployed members including the leadership
Where to from here? Over the coming months the Battalteam for RCB 130. Throughout this time Charlie Coy has
ion will be conducting the inaugural Kennedy Cup, a Batmaintained their role in Afghanistan as Force Protection
talion Section Competition, Ex Tigers Run, a Battalion
Element-13. This has been a unique operational experifield exercise, and Ex Koolendong, a bilateral combined
ence for which they have continually risen to the chalarms
training activity with the Marine Rotational Forcelenge and strongly represented the Tiger reputation. LoDarwin.
Concurrently we will be focused on Support Comgistics Company deserves a special mention for their efpany
and
promotion courses, Logistics Company integraforts over the last six months. In addition to supporting
tion across the Brigade on Ex Buffalo Run, and with a
each and every activity, exercise, or operation above,
strong likelihood of some Jungle Training for D Coy. Unthey have diligently attacked a multi-year backlog of adfortunately, and notwithstanding the preparations of a
ministration and trade hours. The Battalion is well pospassionate team of volunteers training for the Duke of
tured to continue training and operations thanks to their
Gloucester (DoG) Cup, the event will not go ahead this
ongoing hard work.
year. We expect a strong representation at the 2021
event. I look forward to updating you on this and more in
From Monday 08th June – Friday 12 June, the Battalion
commemorated the Battle of Binh Ba in a series of regithe next edition
mental, social, and professional development activities.
Duty First,
By all accounts a successful and enjoyable series of activities, our aim is to maintain this Binh Ba “week” apLTCOL Matthew Dirago
proach, refining the events each year. As well as including sporting events we aim to invite our Veteran commuQuote: "Like most people I had not realised that the
nity to future years – without interstate travel restrictions!
horror of war is wounds, not death.”
The week commenced with unveiling brass plaques at St
"Captain C. S. Stormont Gibbs,
Mary’s Cathedral, depicting the role and history of the
From the Somme to the Armistice”
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FROM THE BATTALION -

BRAVO COMPANY

Cont.

BRAVO COMPANY - Cont.

After the success of initial exercise activity at the start of
the year, Bravo Company continued preparations in support of the Ready Battle Group.
5 Platoon were thrown into the full range of exercise activities in conjunction with our sister battalion, 7 RAR, focusing on dismounted tactics as part of Rifle Company
Butterworth 129 in Malaysia. 5 Platoon also had the opportunity to create their own shrine of remembrance as
part of the respects paid during ANZAC Day 2020, a sobering reminder of the service men and women that went
before us in similar environments.
Four Platoon taking part in Non-Combatant Evacuation Operations
training.

Five Platoon conduct a special Dawn Service as part of ANZAC
Day 2020 commemorations in Malaysia.

4 and 6 Platoon shifted focus to contingency operations,
conducting training activities that focused on Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR), Defence Aid
to the Civil Community (DACC) and Non-Combatant
Evacuation Operations (NEO). As ever, Bravo Company
demonstrated the importance of not fighting alone, work-

The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic brought a
wave of new challenges for the military, with Bravo Company being no exception. Isolation, social distancing and
working from home meant that creativity was required to
maintain training in a newly constricted world. Individual
physical training programmes were provided to soldiers
while they reminisced about getting back to the gym
again when they reopened! It also saw Professional Military Education conducted over video conferencing, to
discuss the Army’s place in the world and to better prepare for the changes required to continue with training
with prolonged restrictions due to Covid-19.
With things returning to the ‘new normal’, Bravo Company are set to roll out on Exercise Tigers Run and Exercise Koolendong, a joint activity with the US Marine
Corps later this year.
‘Cry Havoc!’
MAJ Chris Leeds, OC
DELTA COMPANY
Delta Company brought in the new year in the chilly air of
Karga, Afghanistan. Delta Company, then on Operation
HIGHROAD, performed to the highest standards that is
expected of the Australian Army overseas. Delta Company’s rotation on Operation HIGHROAD came to an end in
February, with the Company returning to Australia just as

Bravo Company personnel working with 1 Combat Engineer Regiment conducting method of entry drills.

ing alongside other 1 BDE and 17 Sustainment BDE units
at every opportunity. Soldiers and officers of the company had the chance to apply their trade with members of
Bravo Company, 1st Military Police Battalion, 8 Close
Health Company and 1 Combat Engineer Regiment. The
highlight came from Exercise Tigers Rescue, a NEO activity conducted on Royal Australian Air Force Base Darwin. Thanks to the support of role players from Delta,
Support and Logistics Company, platoons from Bravo
Company were put to the test in dealing with scenarios
replicating the extraction of Australians from foreign countries during a NEO.

Hamed Kazai Internation Airport, Afghanistan – Elements of D Coy
provided Force Protection July 2019 – February 2020.

FROM THE BATTALION DELTA COMPANY - Cont.
COVID-19 was starting to spread.
As the soldiers of Delta returned to Australia, the world
was starting to react to the spread of COVID-19. As the
Australian federal and State governments started implementing their travel restrictions, Delta Company was
tasked with assisting the Northern Territory (NT) and Federal Police with biosecurity checkpoints around the NT.
Delta Coy deployed into the Southern AO of the NT, manning biosecurity check points to stem the flow of potentially infected personnel entering its population centres. The
first rotation saw the soldiers of 11 and 12 Platoon move
south with the assistance of 1 Combat Service Support
Battalion. The Joint Task Group 629.7 (JTG 629.7) was
allocated the AO of all access points into the NT south of
Katherine, this led to Delta Company stationing its soldiers in Tenant Creek, Alice Springs and on the Tanami
Highway east of the WA border. Upon insertion, soldiers
immediately set to work with half of the task force occupying the Biosecurity Check Points (BCP) and conducting
contact tracing alongside the Australian Federal Police.
Rotation one ended 4 weeks post
insertion,
they
had set the conditions for 10 Platoon to conduct a
relief in place and
continue manning
the BCPs. After 6
weeks in Alice
Springs
Delta
Company’s part
in
the
fight
against the pandemic came to a
finish
handing
over the established positions to
local
reserve
units.
Valuable
was
Remote location on the Tanami Highway experience
near the WA-NT border. Elements of D Coy gained by Delta
supported Police Biosecurity Check Points. working with local
law enforcement
and in a tri-service environment, while interacting with the
local population. Enhancing not only the 5th Battalion’s
public image, but also of the Army and Defence Force as
a whole. With almost half the year already having passed,
Delta Company switched its focus to infantry training.
Switching from a Defence Aid to the Civil Community role
into a warfighting one, saw Delta Company conduct progression of training from individual soldier skills, through
to pair, team and section training. With only a few weeks
before EXERCISE TIGERS RUN (EX TR), Delta Company’s training was hard and fast. Section commanders
started to remove the cobwebs and get the soldiers in the
combat mindset. After a month of training the sections
were ready, Delta conducted EXERCISE BONDI NORTH
to test and assess the training standard. After good results across the board, Delta settled into a well-deserved
reduced tempo period.

Cont.
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DELTA COMPANY - Cont.

Delta Company will see the rest of the year out by getting
straight out into a, high tempo, EX TR followed by the Bn
Section Comp "Kennedy's Cup" before shifting into the
jungles of Tully Training area to once again be excellent
at the basics.
MAJ David Evangelidis, OC

SUPPORT COMPANY
The beginning of 2020 was a challenging start for Support
Company with many members being deployed overseas
at the outbreak of COVID-19. The Company managed the
difficult task of supporting the Ready Battle Group with
Heavy Weapons, Snipers, Signallers, Mortars and a
Recon Patrol whilst contributing personnel and equipment
to support OP COVID-19 ASSIST in Alice Springs.
Members from Support Company returned from deployment on Operation OKRA in Iraq and Operation HIGHROAD in Afghanistan to find themselves redeploying to
Alice Springs shortly after. The Battalion tested the soldiers of the Unit with a rehearsal callout of the Ready
Combat Team to support a potential Non-Combatant
Evacuation Operation (NEO) task. The flexibility and dedication of putting duty first has been amply demonstrated
through the efforts of Support Company members.
The month of March and June saw a changeover of Command, with Major Matt Breckenridge handing over Command to Major Brett Edmonds. The Company Sergeant
Major also handed over from Sergeant Paul Jones to
Warrant Officer Class 2 Daniel Sharpe. All Support Platoons have adapted their training to ensure a continued
development of their specialist skills whilst complying with
all Covid-19 restrictions.
Support Company has recently completed the Sniper PreSelection Course with a promising panel of trainees and
is poised to commence the Sniper and Recon Basic
Courses later in the year. The Company is eager to get
back to work and continues to support the Rifle Companies within the Battalion.
MAJ Brett Edmonds, OC
DFSW PL
The second quarter of 2020 has proven to be quite busy
for the Soldiers of Direct Fire Support Weapons Platoon
(DFSW PL).
The majority of the Platoon remained aligned to Combat
Team Bravo for Ready Battle Group commitments and
the Individual Readiness of each soldier was tested as a
part of Ex Ready Tiger. Ex Ready Tiger saw the Platoon
go through an early morning recall, mount and then deploy onto a NEO activity.
LT Bill Tilly took command of the Platoon in May and a
number of personnel were welcomed back to the Platoon
from OP OKRA where they were deployed as a part of
Task Group Taji X.
With the Platoon now reconsolidated, training over the
month of June has focussed on further developing the
Platoon’s Anti-Armour Tactics, Techniques and Proce(Continued on page 8)
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FROM THE BATTALION -

Cont.

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont.

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont.

(Continued from page 7)
dures (TTP) for Javelin and the 84mm as well as continuing to maintain the Platoon’s proficiency in the Sustained
Fire Machine Gun (SFMG) role.
The Platoon is going strong and looking forward to Ex
TIGERS RUN and to letting off a few rounds on Sustained Fire Machine Gun (SFMG) gun lines.
LT Tilly
Mortar PL
This year has provided some interesting situations and
challenges for Mortars and all of us this year. Upon returning from Christmas leave, over half the platoon was
deployed or preparing to deploy to Afghanistan, including
86 overseas and 89 acting as SPT Coy 2IC.

some sound training until the war on COVID-19 struck us.
It commenced well with numerous boys on courses gaining qualifications in the small unmanned aircraft systems,
namely the Black Hornet and Wasp, combat first aid
courses, driver courses and licensing in watercraft vessels.
The Platoon aimed to conduct a live fire exercise but
COVID-19 got the better of everyone and sent the Platoon into a work from home on a week on week off basis.
It is here the soldiers would practice their ability to fire
and move on their guts in the backyard and communicate
as loud as possible. They knew they were doing a good
job if the neighbours were chiming in on their training.
Also during the working from home period, it appeared
several members within the battalion thought they could
outperform RS Pl in what they do best. However, this didn’t end well for them as they were compromised and
failed to have an alternate plan. Good try fellas!!!!
The Platoon was eventually reunited within the battalion
after a couple of months alternating working from home,
where it saw Snipers run a pre-selection for members to
attend the Basic Course. For some participants a bit of
reality set in and only a select few persevered to complete the pre-selection course.
The Platoon is set to run a basic course in order to qualify
suitable members and to sustain the capability within the
battalion. Concurrent to the Basic Recon Course the Platoon will see several members re-attempt selection.
Lastly, LT Taylor Mychael, the newly appointed PL
COMD took the reins off LT (now CAPT) Pullinen, in
which he was awarded his 5 RAR recon shirt from the
Platoon at the battalion boozer parade. Although forever
probing about whether he was ever going to be presented
the shirt, it has been presented by the soldiers of the Platoon signifying he has earnt the privilege to wear it.
SGT Leuken
SIG PL
For Signals Platoon, a disjointed year provided its own
challenges, however, flexibility and patience proved to be
invaluable to success. COVID-19 saw some members of
the platoon sent to Alice Springs to support OP COVID19 with JTG 629.7. The Platoon continued its support to
international deployments as well in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Lastly, the platoon also focused on its ongoing support to
the Battalion within Darwin, providing communication detachments to BHQ and the
Coys in barracks training and
the field environment.
OP COVID-19 ASSIST saw
an opportunity for Army to
deploy soldiers in an unprecedented task group formation
to vulnerable communities in
NT. Two members of Sig Pl
provided essential communications support to the task
group and represented the
Battalion in a whole-ofgovernment task group over
LCPL Cunnington on FPE-12. the early months of 2020.

Mortars conduct a fire mission at Mount Bundy Training Area in
2019. Something not yet possible this year thanks to COVID-19.

During the first few months of the year the platoon focused on individual mortaring skills up to section level
including practicing night drills along with all arms call for
fire at the dome facility. Unfortunately due to the COVID19 pandemic our training was halted as we went onto a
schedule of one week working from home followed by
one week at the barracks which lasted over a month.
Over this period 5 RAR raised a Ready Combat Team
(RCT) with B Coy the main effort and Mortars providing
its one section as an indirect asset along with a Mobile
Fire Controller (MFC). As the pandemic situation calmed,
work began to return to normal and members returned
from overseas.
The platoon has once again continued its training for the
year and has a lot to look forward to. In the upcoming
weeks, members within the platoon and Mortar qualified
persons throughout the battalion will be upskilled on the
new Light-Weight Handheld Mortar Ballistic Computers
(LWHMBC). August will see the platoon qualifying JNCOs
on OFFR/NCO Mortars and a MFC course finishing with
the conduct of live fire training alongside 8/12 Regiment
RAA out at Mount Bundy. After this, the platoon will be
looking to provide indirect support to Live Fire assaults
during Exercise Koolendong.
LT Ede-Jones
Recon and Sniper PL
The year started out with a lot of potential to conduct

FROM THE BATTALION SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont.
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CPL Joshua Taylor deployed in early April as a detachment commander and as the Regimental Signals Sergeant for JTG 629.7 for just over a month. LCPL Kade
Farrugia deployed in a similar fashion in early May as a
communications specialist.
The ongoing commitment to the Middle East Region
(MER) saw continued requirements for communications
detachments. Currently, five members from the Platoon
are deployed in Afghanistan on Force Protection Element
13 (FPE-13), supporting C Coy. This deployment replaces three current members of the platoon who returned
from FPE-12 at the beginning of the year.

TSP Vehicle Section conduct the removal of a PMV power pack.

high workshop tempo throughout the first half of the year.
CPL David Gardiner

Members from the Sig Det with British comrades during FPE-12.

The focus and main effort for the platoon who remain with
the Battalion has been the lead up and preparation for
Tigers Run. In this exercise the platoon will deploy five
separate detachments to support BHQ, B Coy, and D
Coy. After the conduct of Tigers Run, the platoon will
send a section to compete in the Kennedy Cup, which will
bring an opportunity for selected members to return solely
to the core role of an infantry section in arduous conditions.
LT Farrands

LOGISTICS COMPANY
2020 has proven to be a flexible yet highly productive
year with COVID-19 allowing Log Coy to take time to focus on key areas of governance following a high tempo
period of operational commitments. With members returning from various operations within the MER Log Company
has been able to remediate a number of training shortfalls
qualifying members in a number of specialist skills to increase the employability and force protection of the company. Log Company resumes training exercises in August
with deployment to Mount Bundy Training Area to conduct
integration training with 1 Combat Service Support Battalion(1 CSSB) and Marine Rotational Force Darwin (MRFD) elements.
CAPT Cody Duffield , 2IC
Technical Support Platoon
This year, Technical Support Platoon (TSP) has provided
support to many activities including the return of elements
from Iraq and Afghanistan and support to OP Bushfire
Assist and OP COVID-19 Assist. Whilst supporting these
elements, the workshop has maintained the Battalion’s
vehicle capability through the craftsman persisting with a

Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Operations
Section
The Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Operations
Section (EMEOPS) has managed the external repair and
servicing of a large quantity of Battalion vehicles this year
with a large portion of Battalion vehicles being serviced
by the Brigade Service Station (BSS).
CFN Graeme Bush
Vehicle Mechanic Section
The Vehicle Mechanic Section (VMS) took a big hit due to
COVID-19 restrictions, with the requirement for social
distancing meaning a halving of the workforce. Luckily,
the decrease in Battalion vehicle use has been greater
than the decrease in the VMS work capacity. This has
provided an opportunity to catch up on maintenance, reduce backlog and increase the battalion’s vehicle fleet
capability.
LCPL Steven McLennan and CFN Perry English
Electrical and Instrument Repair Section
This year the Electrical and Instrument Repair (EIR) section has had a focus on Protected Mobility Vehicle (PMV)
climate control systems, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Vehicles (SRV) and the new Land 121 fleet. In particular the maintenance of the command post modules
has ensured communications reliability across the Battalion’s fleet.
CFN Benjamin Fuller and CFN Stephen Flynn
Recovery Section
This year Recovery Section (RS) has overseen the integration of the Recovery Vehicle 45M which has had limited use due to the restrictions of COVID-19. Activities
later in the year will likely see this new recovery asset put
to use in various training areas.
CPL David Gardiner
(Continued on page 10)
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Distribution Platoon
Distribution Platoon (DP) has managed well with the
changes due to COVID-19. The Platoon has maintained
all Main-Q store functions and assisted with the 1 BDE
courses for the ewHX77 logistic truck, the PMV and the
Mercedes G-Wagon.
PTE Aleck Whiting

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
CFN Darcy conducts technical maintenance of SPT Coy weapons
prior to Ex Tigers Run.

Following completion of the 5 RAR Association’s book
project, Vietnam Vanguard, may I offer a brief postscript:

(Continued from page 9)
General Engineering Section
General Engineering Section’s (GES) year started off with
the usual technical inspections and repairs to workshop
items before OP COVID-19 Assist required the attachment of elements to Companies to support various ready
battle group and OP COVID-19 Assist commitments. During the slower periods in trade, we cleaned up the GES
bays, armoury and conducted Supply Customer Account
(SCA) remediation. The section has conducted a few recoveries through the deployment of Forward Recovery
Teams, something which has provided some variety to
the normal schedule.
CFN Carl Holmes
Repair Parts Store
The Repair Parts Store (RPS) section has had a busy
start to the year with the introduction of the new automated data capture unit. This has enhanced the ability of the
section to work in the store by allowing storeman to conduct Military Integrated Logistics Information System
(MILIS) processes at the touch of a fingertip on a portable
device. The RPS adapted well to workplace changes during COVID-19, in which our workforce was split in half.
During this time, both
teams were able to
continue
effectively
provide capability to
the workshop.
Within the RPS, there
has been a restructuring of the warehouse.
Class nine stores have
been located together
by the vehicle, weapon
and equipment type
and new ‘ready use kit’
bin packs have been
setup for field so that
at short notice, stores
PTE Shearer, Dist Platoon, conducts can be made available
stocktaking with a MILIS in the Q for field or deployment.

Very significantly, the combination of a DVA grant and a
publishing contract with Australian National University
Press allowed the completion of a quality book about an
important part of the 5 RAR story without any significant
costs to our Association.

Store.

CFN Liam Haverty

Under the terms of the contractual agreement between
the publisher and the book’s editors, no royalties are payable to the editors, the contributing authors or 5 RAR Association. The publisher has borne all production and
marketing costs and is the financial beneficiary of all sales
of the book. Our Vice President, Roger Wainwright, continues to assist ANU Press with ongoing publicity, especially within the serving and veteran defence communities.
Nor were any fees paid to the book’s editors or its thirtyone authors out of the DVA grant which funded the extensive pre-publication costs of the project. This grant has
been fully expended and acquitted.
The editors’, authors’ and Association’s rewards rest solely in putting together a participants’ measured contribution
to the history of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam
War. Thus, it is an important addition to the overall story.
The book took just on three years of continual effort to
take it from an idea to a formal book-launch. This involved
inputs by many dozens of people scattered across Australia and around the globe.
To all who helped, no matter how fleetingly, the 5 RAR
Family’s appreciation is heartfelt.
About the rapidly ageing Vietnam veterans who contributed, along with any others of their kind who peruse Vietnam Vanguard more than fifty years after the events it
depicts, perhaps Shakespeare foretold their impulses
when he effectually observed:
‘Though now this grained face of mine be hid
In sap-consuming winter’s drizzled snow,
And all the conduits of my blood froze up,
Yet hath my light of night some memory.’
Yours sincerely,
Ron Boxall
Co-editor of Vietnam Vanguard

‘VIETNAM VANGUARD’
A Book Review
Geoff Pearson – C Company 2nd Tour
It has always been a standard
joke between myself and the
guys of the 1st Tour where I
continually thank them for putting our tents up. Whilst I have
read the 1st Tour book ‘Vietnam
Task’ in conjunction with our
2nd Tour book ‘The Year of the
Tiger’, I was struck by the similarity of the Operations conducted in certain areas along with
our similar casualty counts. If
you are not aware, both of
these books were compiled and
written by Battalion individuals,
Bob O’Neill for ‘Vietnam Task’
and Michael Battle for ‘The Year of the Tiger’.
‘Vietnam Vanguard’ is a completely different ‘beast’ than
our two earlier books, this is very much a ‘book readers’
book. Whilst the editing of the book was brought together
by two of the members of the 1st Tour, Bob O’Neill and
Ron Boxall, the actual content sees 27 of the contributing
authors being directly involved through the ranks in the
Battalion’s 1966 deployment. Whilst I still thank the 1st
tourers for putting our tents up, the hardships that they
experienced establishing the Task Force base at Nui Dat,
as well as day to day patrolling and contact with the enemy, leaves a far better appreciation for what they
achieved back in 1966-67. The individual recollections of
contact situations were particularly graphic, especially
being recalled from a number of authors in different positions.
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VIRTUAL WAR MEMORIAL
AUSTRALIA
The Virtual War Memorial Australia (https://vwma.org.au)
is an outstanding commemorative collection, purpose
built to honour the personal experiences of all those who
have served the nation in times of conflict, from the Boer
War through to Afghanistan. It pays special honour to
those who lost their lives as a result of their service and
equally honours those who returned, forever changed.
One of our members, Robert Kearney (9 Platoon and Reconnaissance Platoon 1966-67) is a volunteer for this
site. Whenever a member of 5 RAR dies, if they do not
have a record on the site, Bob establishes one for them.
Unfortunately he can only add the limited details that we
have at the time.
It is quite easy to add your own service details, documents or photos by registering on the site. If you are not
computer literate, ask your children or grandchildren to
help you. You do not have to complete the record at one
time, your record can be updated as you can spare the
time and you find further information, documents or photos.

They experienced contact situations with D445 Battalion
– 274 and 275 VC Regiment – Chau Duc District Company, names that resonated with us throughout our 1969-70
Tour.
The input from their supporting elements, especially the
close bonds from 161 Reconnaissance Flight and 103
Field Battery gave much needed support to the Battalion.
The innovative introduction of the Reconnaissance Platoon demonstrated what a thinker and fine leader of men
the CO John Warr proved to be, even under the constant
pressure from a command that came from various circles.
I found that ‘Vietnam Vanguard’ filled many of the blanks
that were still there from my 1969 Tour. The situation is
now a much clearer picture than before reading the book.
I certainly would recommend the read to my 2nd tourers,
confident they would experience a similar enlightenment
to mine.
It is a must read for any ex-Tiger.
DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors,
omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage
suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles
or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the
opinions held by the Association, the National Committee
or the Editor.

A recent addition to the site.

If you any of your recent ancestors have served in conflicts since Federation, check to see if they are on the
VWMA and if not, create a memorial record for them. You
can also set up relationships between yourself and any of
your relatives who served.
Try searching the website for your mates by using their
name or service number. If you find them, once you have
registered, you can update their record with any further
details or photos that you may have.
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme
Tooth, the principal of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70
tour of South Vietnam.
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APPIN’S WHOLE TOWN SALUTE

‘This will put us into the history books’
At 8am on Saturday (25 April
‘20), all of Appin stood still.
Either on their driveways, or
gathered spaced out at the
town's makeshift memorial, residents marked Anzac Day together.
Speakers were hooked up on
some street corners, bagpipers
played solemnly on their front
Overwhelmed With Grati- lawns, and - after the Anzac
tude: Ken Wright organsongs and a few minutes silence
ised Appin’s whole town
- police, fire and ambulance vememorial.
hicles drove through the streets
with their sirens and lights going as residents waved their
arms and flags.
A remarkable feat given the unusual circumstances which
have kept communities apart in recent weeks, the special
tribute was organised by passionate veteran Ken Wright.
Overwhelmed with gratitude: Vietnam Veteran Ken Wright
organised Appin's whole town memorial, with the help of
other residents and local emergency services.
Helped by his neighbours and the local emergency services, the 72-year-old Vietnam serviceman said he was
overwhelmed by the show of community support.
"We've got the wow factor here today in Appin, because
I've been informed we are the only town in NSW who are
conducting a service," he said.
"I think this Anzac Day - and hopefully Appin too - will put
us into the history books. This is the most wonderful town
in Australia."
He said residents, Campbelltown police, ambulance service and the local fire brigades had provided "amazing
service" to pull off the morning's memorial.
In some streets of the
small town, almost every
house had a family
camped out on their
driveways to take part.
Stephen and Michelle
Ross, who would normally attend a dawn service with their three kids
Ethan, Paige and Shane,
spent the whole morning
outside.
"It's phenomenal, and
there's so many fallen
soldiers
from
Appin Community Spirit: On their drivealone, so it's great to see ways or gathered spaced out at the
town’s makeshift Memorial, Appin
this support and effort," held a unique ANZAC Day service.
Ms Ross said.
"I think this year has in some ways made more people
take part in Anzac Day, even if they wouldn't normally go
to the dawn service.
"Perhaps it's made them realise how the soldiers were
alone at that time, so we need to come out and show respect for that."

Likewise, Lisa and Adam Mcknight said the morning's
driveway events helped to make the unusual day special.
"This is a very different way of spending Anzac Day, that
for sure, but even in today's circumstance it's good to be
able to celebrate," Ms Mcknight said.
"This is the best of a bad situation and it's nice to see
everyone out. It was a different feeling, but you still had
that feeling of gratitude and emotion."

Fire, Police and Ambulance vehicles drove around the streets of
Appin with sirens and lights going.

In particular, Ms Mcknight said seeing the emergency
service crews take part had been special, given the past
few months where they've been on the frontline of bushfires, floods and now a pandemic.
By Kate McIlwain
Photos by Anna Warr
Courtesy of ‘Illawarra Mercury’
Editor’s Note: Ken Wright deployed to SVN and joined 1
ARU on 25 February 1967, on 12 March he was posted to
4 Platoon B Company 5 RAR. When the Battalion Returned to Australia (RTA), Ken was posted to 7 RAR and
served with them until he RTAed on 28 February 1968.

FIRE SUPPORT BASE 'SUSAN'
CAPT Mick Battle entering 5 RAR's Command Post in
May 1969. CAPT Battle had just taken over as Intelligence Officer from CAPT Tim Britten who became Second in Command of D Company.
This was Operation Twickenham where 5 RAR went into
ambush positions around the Nui Thi Vai Mountain.
A major seven-hour battle ensured in this mountainous
terrain of the northern valley of Nui Thi Vai when MAJ
Reg Sutton's, A Company, was met by an aggressive,
well-armed
force
from D67 Battalion
located high in the
caves and amongst
the rocky outcrops.
The
operation
closed with the enemy driven from his
bases.

REMEMBERING ANZAC AFTER 105 YEARS
This article by Robert
O’Neill (BHQ 1966-67)
on the significance of
Anzac Day was written
for the Virtual War Memorial Australia. It is
kindly reproduced here
with their permission.
Sometimes I am confronted by people who
ridicule the notion that
Australia became a sigProf Robert O’Neill AO FASSA
nificant actor on the international scene on 25 April 1915. There are, of course,
many ways of making an impact on the course of military
history, but there are few that are as powerful and as difficult to achieve as an amphibious landing on a welldefended enemy shore. Just think about what it takes: a
heavy naval force to get the landing force safely into position, specially made landing craft to get the troops ashore
from their transport vessels, powerful and accurate naval
guns to cover the landing force while they seek a secure
foothold, and then copious re-supply of food and ammunition, casualty treatment and evacuation, and above all the
brave, well-trained men to put this complex operation into
effect successfully.
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of gaining a notable entry onto the world scene, they
scored prominently on 25 April 1915. Once ashore they
clung to their position, expanding it a little, over the next
six months. Eventually more troops were needed elsewhere, especially on the Western Front in France, and
the ANZACS were withdrawn. They withdrew largely intact. They were not a defeated rabble. What is more, they
had inflicted such losses on the Turks during 1915 at Gallipoli that in the following year the Russians were able to
penetrate well into the Turkish eastern front and the Turks
could not recover lost ground. The Turks (and the Germans) then had to cut back on their plans for a major offensive in 1916 toward the Persian Gulf – to capture the
British oilfields in Persia, destroy the emerging Arab revolt
that was to become so effective in 1917-18, and seize the
Suez Canal, the great strategic artery of the British Empire. What a different finish to the war in the Middle East
that could have been!
On ANZAC Day in 1997 I returned to give the memorial
address at ANZAC Cove, to an audience of several thousand Australians and New Zealanders, mainly young
back-packers. As I stood with the dawn light slowly revealing the clifftops above the beach, I could not help
thinking “That was not a bad day in 1915 for our two nations.” We paid a price in terms of casualties for our results, but we had proved to be capable in one of the most
difficult and demanding forms of modern warfare – the
amphibious attack. We want no more such wars in future,
but if we are forced to defend ourselves, we have this
example to look to.

OPERATION FEDERAL - 1969

Boats landing under fire, soldiers in the water, on the beach and
climbing escarpment at Anzac Cove in 1915.
By W B McInnes.

In the 1950s I had heard the sceptics and the dismissers
in Australia. In 1963, when I had an opportunity to spend
some time in Europe, I went to Anzac Cove to make an
assessment of how difficult the landing was, beginning
with donning my bathers at a point on the beach to where
we could drive, swimming out a short distance to around
where the landing force would have disembarked from
their boats, and then returning, head just above water,
trying to imagine the fall of shot and shell from the Turkish
defenders high above on the ridges behind the landing
beaches. Then I scrambled ashore and climbed the first
line of cliffs confronting the Anzac Cove beach.
Bearing in mind that the men of the ANZAC landing force
had been in training for only a few months, that their necessary specialised equipment was in meagre supply, and
that their enemy were well trained, led by Kemal Ataturk,
the man who was to become the leader of the new Turkish nation which arose after the First World War, the ANZACS achieved a remarkable amount that day. In terms

A rifle section of LT John Lee’s 1 Platoon of A Company 5
RAR is shown in open arrowhead formation whilst patrolling in search of enemy to the east of Long Binh during
Operation Federal in March 1969. PTE Merv Tuckett is
closest to the camera. This type formation in opencountry, used by Australian infantry, ensured that the
scouts were well forward but with support spread rearwards and to the sides so that a response to an enemy
contact could be reacted immediately from either flank.
The patrol is well spread out so as to minimise casualties
from, for example, single enemy machine gun bursts from
any direction. Clearing the high ground, as shown here,
provided security and kept the patrol in a position of
strength, so as to have better observation and to enable
dominating firepower. Whenever the type of terrain
changed so did the formation adopted by the patrol.
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A DIFFERENT ANZAC DAY - 2020

A DIFFERENT ANZAC DAY - 2020 - Cont.

CAPTIONS
Page 14, Top: Irvine Brooks, Kingston TAS. Dave French,
Jerrabomberra ACT. Bob Askew, Broadbeach Waters QLD.
Centre: Sally and John James, Malvern East VIC. Stretch
Bryan’s fence pre-dawn, Northcote VIC. Frank Dring laid a
wreath at the Launceston Cenotaph TAS (article page 20).
Bottom: Brian Budden’s hand made wreath at the Bangalow
Memorial NSW. Rod Beauglehole, Collie WA. Peter Tuck’s
memorial to 5 RAR’s WA members who have died, both KIA
or post-South Vietnam.
Page 15, Top: Wayne Binns and Coco, Longford TAS.
Harry and Cathy Neesham, Palmyra WA. Warren Pearson,
Suffolk Park NSW, went straight to golf after his commemoration, and won ‘The Diggers Cup’, at the Byron Bay Golf Club.
Centre: Stretch and his fence after first light, Northcote VIC.
Kevin Mulligan, East Devonport TAS.
R  Peter Tuck laid a wreath at the Wanneroo Memorial WA.
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IN MEMORIAM

3795072 JOHN ANTHONY POTTER
15 June 1948 - 26 March 2020

17864 ROBERT JULIAN DAVIS
5 December 1944 - 10 April 2020

PTE John ‘Potz’ Potter died on
Thursday 26 March, after suffering a
cancerous brain tumour for about
twelve months.

LT Robert ‘Bob’ Davis passed away
on the evening 10 April. Bob had not
been well for some time and had recently been hospitalised in Brisbane.

John deployed to South Vietnam on 6
August 1969 and was posted to 1
ARU until 22 August. He then joined
5 RAR and served as a rifleman in
the Assault Pioneers Platoon, Support Company, for the balance of the Battalion’s Tour-ofDuty. John returned to Australia with the Battalion aboard
HMAS Sydney on 5 March 1970. He was quiet, honest
and a good soldier. John later served with the Victorian
Police service, attaining the rank of Senior Sergeant upon
his retirement.

Bob joined 1 RAR at Bien Hoa as a
reinforcement officer on 25 February
1966, on their return to Australia
(RTA) in May he transferred to 1 ARU
from 5 May until 6 September. Bob
was then posted to 5 RAR on 7 September 1966 and assumed command of 11 Platoon. Bob stayed in that position until his RTA on 22 February 1967, having completed
his 12 month tour. Bob was a colourful larrikin fondly remembered and respected by his OCS Portsea classmates.

Due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic a service for
John’s Remembrance will be held at a later date.

Funeral details were not known but in the current circumstances we know this can only be small.

1733744 RONALD GEORGE MACKENZIE
14 May 1947 - 11 April 2020

5715880 ALEXANDER MICHAEL KOPPEN
27 August 1947 - 19 April 2020

PTE Ronald ‘Ron’ Mackenzie died, in his
home town of Mudgee NSW, on Saturday 11 April.
Ron, a national serviceman was conscripted on 30 July 1967 and after
recruit and Corps training served
with 6 RAR from February 1968 to
January 1969. He deployed to 1 ARU
from 28 May until 25 June 1969. Ron was
then posted to B Company 5 RAR on 26 June and served
there until he was returned to Australia due to medical
concerns. He then served in Australia, with the ADF, until
his discharge on 17 March 1970.
A private funeral, with an RSL service, was held in
Mudgee on Friday 17 April at the funeral home of
Eastaugh and Carroll, 39 Horatio St, Mudgee NSW.

3787077 JOHN ERNEST BILSTON
26 May 1945 - 3 May 2020
PTE John Bilston died on the afternoon of Sunday 3 May in his home
town of Argyle, VIC. John had been
battling cancer for some time.
A first intake National Serviceman in
1965, John completed his recruit
training at 2 RTB, Puckapunyal. After
completing his Corps training with 2
RAR at Enoggera, he was posted to 5
RAR at Holsworthy. John joined the CHQ Support Section of C Company until it was dissolved in late 1966. He
was appointed batman to the Company 2IC, CAPT Bob
Milligan, until Bob was KIA. John then worked in the C
Company ’Q’ store till the Battalion returned to Australia
in May 1967.
A Funeral Service was held for John on Thursday 7 May
at Springvale Cemetery, it was also live streamed.

LCPL Alexander ‘Hippy’ Koppen died
in the United Kingdom as a result of
his contracting the COVID-19 virus.
Alex had been residing in a nursing
home for the better part of a year.
He served with the Battalion for the
full 1969-70 tour of Vietnam, initially
deploying with 8 Section, 3 Platoon, A
Company, then joining Trackers Platoon, Support Company and then C Company.
Dennis ‘Digger’ Nevins remembers, “Hippy and I served
in Tracker Platoon together and he was my No2 on the
gun. We both transferred to 7 Platoon, C Company, to
continue serving with LT Ian Hosie, and marched into C
Company together. Hippy may have been a Pommie but
he loved Australia and served in Vietnam under our
Slouch Hat. A sad day for all of us.”

2791171 PETER WILLIAM COMMERFORD
30 April 1948 - 3 May 2020
2LT Peter Commerford died peacefully in Sydney on Sunday 3 May, he
had been suffering from Huntington’s
disease for a few years.
Peter was a National Service graduate from the Officer Training Unit
(OTU) at Scheyville outside Sydney.
Peter arrived in Vietnam on 5 November 1969 and was initially placed with
the 1 ARU at the Task Force base in Nui Dat before being
posted to command 8 Platoon, 5 RAR on 3 December.
He was greatly respected and popular with his platoon
and was involved in many battles against enemy units
until 5 RAR’s RTA in February 1970. Peter remained in
Vietnam to complete his tour, initially with 1 ARU and
then serving with 7 RAR until 29 October 1970.
A live-streamed private funeral was held for Peter at Macquarie Park Crematorium on Monday 11 May.
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IN MEMORIAM - Cont.
CPL Stephen ‘Steve’ Head died on
Wednesday 13 May, he had been ill
for some time suffering from cancer.
Steve, a National Serviceman, deployed to South Vietnam (SVN) with
A Company, 3 Platoon on 8 May
1966 and served in that unit until the
Battalion’s RTA on 12 May 1967. He
extended his service and on 10 February 1970 he redeployed to SVN with 7 RAR until December of that year. Steve then joined HQ AFV and
served there until May 1971. He then was posted to 3
RAR until his RTA on 16 October 1971, Steve served a
total of 974 days service in SVN. “Too young, too soon
and an absolute rock of a man”, said Mick von Berg.
A Private Cremation was held for Steve at Pine Grove
Crematorium, Minchinbury on Wed 20 May.

2790202 COLIN ROY SUMMERFIELD
14 August 1946 - 15 May 2020
PTE Colin Summerfield passed away
on Friday 15 May 2020 at the Tamworth Base Hospital, following a long
period of illness.
Colin was a National Serviceman who
deferred his call-up in order to finish
his training as an optician. He was
then inducted and after Recruit Training, he was posted directly into 5 RAR, where his Corps
Training was conducted. Colin was appointed as a Rifleman in 9 Platoon, C Company and stayed in that role
throughout his service. He completed a full tour of duty
from 17 February 1969 to 10 March 1970. Colin was a
steady, reliable soldier who served his Platoon, Company
and Battalion well.
Colin was laid to rest at the Tamworth Lawn Cemetery on
21 May, six of his service mates were in attendance.

4717625 DAVID BRUCE GRAY
23 April 1945 - 5 June 2020
PTE David Gray died on Friday 5
June due to a previously undiagnosed lung cancer.
David, a first intake National Serviceman, completed his recruit training at
1 Recruit Training Battalion, Kapooka
and his Corps Training at Infantry
Centre. He was then posted to 5
RAR, joining 3 Section, 10 Platoon,
Delta Company as a section scout. David deployed to
South Vietnam in that sub-unit, from 6 May 1966 until he
returned to Australia with the Battalion on board HMAS
Sydney on 12 May 1967.
A private grave-side Service was held for David on
Wednesday 17 June at 13:00hrs at Victor Harbour General Cemetery. A memorial day may be held for him after
the current restrictions are lifted.

SANS REGRET-WARRIORS' SUNSET
Advancing age short memory dulls,
From our early thoughts it nothing culls,
We recall the days when we were young
And vented our views with carefree tongue!
Eager runners, then, in Life’s sweet race,
How much we loved a quickening pace,
When our world was fresh and all that’s good
Was ours to claim – and we knew we should!
Fearing naught we lived in blinkered haste,
Triumph and Disaster both we faced,
Finding time for lovers, foes and mates
Jumbled with bold tempting of the Fates!
Still hearing faint mutter of battlefield,
Hard-won values in cast iron sealed,
Spurning notions of poisoned chalices –
Come Eventide, our conscience balances!
While the world shall ever froth and fuss,
For the love of all those who love us,
Though well tossed on Life’s heaving oceans,
We quell our fraught and futile notions.
Spilling down the years come sight and sound,
Well-known faces and hard scenes rebound,
Now glad of shadows we shan’t forget –
Old-age’s wisdom lessens regret.
We reject all spectres that haunt us,
We’re deaf to all voices that taunt us,
With old comrades we keep connection –
A fount of well-balanced reflection.
While friends among us while young did die,
We’ve stashed our years with life, and can sigh –
Hear clear the splendid motto we fix –
“Nos effondere relinquere felix!” *
* ” We intend to depart happy!”

© Ron Boxall
2IC D Company
Vietnam 1966-67

FIRST WORLD WAR QUIZ

Q. How many ANZACs were killed on the
first day of the Gallipoli campaign, 25 April
1915?
A. No one knows for sure. It may have been as many as 700
Australians.

2781624 STEPHEN JOHN HEAD
20 June 1945 - 13 May 2020
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VIETNAM VANGUARD - THE WORD IS OUT!

Soon after the publication of 5
RAR’s new book Vietnam Vanguard, Mike von Berg advised his
Canadian
war
correspondent
friend from 1967, Daryl Henry who
now lives in the USA, of its availability for reading online on the publisher’s website. Daryl promptly did
so and his thoughts in the following paragraphs are a fine testimonial from an 80 year old adventurer who praises the traits that set
Australians apart from our allies
during The Vietnam War. His
quote from a VC source is noteworthy.
*****

the joys of being shot at without result, including a Recon
training jump onto China Beach, and then ventured south
to Nui Dat where good friend, Captain Bill Molloy, former
Australian parachute-team captain, had been posted to 5
RAR (2IC Support Company Oct ‘66-Apr-’67). In short
order I met 2nd Lt Mick Deak, MC—now Mike von Berg—
who invited me to crawl through the scrub of the Long Hai
with his Recce Platoon. More joy abounded, and I was
able to compare the American and Australian ways of
war. The differences were educational. Vietnam Vanguard made the differences clear.
We know the Americans went searching for Charlie,
brave and naïve, hoping to subdue him with irresistible
firepower, and we know they eventually failed. You can
only walk into so many ambushes.

FROM THE FRINGES
By Daryl Henry
The excellent book, Vietnam Vanguard, conjured up a
wealth of memories. In reading it, I was transported back
half a century.
My odyssey to Vietnam had its genesis on my 18th birthday when I enlisted in the sea-going Division of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. The assignment: to patrol the
Atlantic coast aboard a converted WWII minesweeper. I
was well-barnacled by the time I retired and set off for the
University of Toronto. There I studied architecture while
learning how to skydive. I managed to graduate but succumbed to the siren call of the sky and went on to captain
the Canadian Parachute Team to a world record in international competition.
As a result, I was hired to coach the US Marine Corps
free fall parachute team. Tasked to represent the US at
the upcoming CISM games in Brazil, the team trained
extravagantly using our “own” H-34 helicopters and won
the overall gold medal in Rio. However, the unit was disbanded soon after when most of the Marines were sent to
Vietnam.
Glowing letters of the exhilarations to be had in that conflict began arriving in my mailbox back in Canada. “Come
on over, Coach, and ride the tiger.” One trooper flew F-4
Phantoms, later Bird Dogs, another was an infantry platoon leader, a third
was a Force Recon
(Marine recce) sergeant. I inveigled a
letter of introduction
from the editor of the
Toronto Star, himself
a WWII war correspondent, and set off
in the summer of
1966
to
Saigon,
thence north to Da
Nang in a USAF C130 shuttle, thence
aboard a USMC CH46 to the DMZ.
I spent six months
with the Marines out
Daryl Henry, with the 5 RAR Recce
of Dong Ha recording
Platoon, in the Long Hai Hills 1967.

The three free-fall champion parachutists, US Marine CAPT Bob
Matthews, CAPT Bill Molloy and Daryl Henry outside 2LT Mick
Deak’s tent at Nui Dat, Vietnam 1967.

An excerpt from Vietnam Vanguard, written by a Viet
Cong commander, is the best description of the Australian way of war I’ve ever read, and I quote it here:
“The Australians – who were very experienced mercenaries having fought a counter-guerrilla war in Malaya, were
given the task by their American masters to conduct pacification ‘trials’ in Ba Ria, in order to create a key defensive barrier for them for Saigon and to directly protect the
military port of Vung Tau. The Australian military were
very expert in ambush tactics, small-scale raids, moving
in scattered half-section and section groups, and striking
deep into our bases. They quickly adapted to the climate
and the tropical jungle. They also bore hardship – and
would conceal themselves in the marshy swamps for
hours – and would put up with the heavy wind and rain
throughout the night in order to ambush us. They could
cross streams and swamps – and even traverse jungles
of new bamboo that was thick with thorns in order to secretly approach their objective. Most dangerous of all was
their ambush tactic in which they ‘assimilated’ into the
terrain – and this cost us many killed and other losses.
Cay Cay and Bau Lung were routinely under fire – and
the hills and jungles, the villages and hamlets, and the
base areas were torn apart and crushed.
The 2004 Chau Duc History”
Vietnam Vanguard, edited by Ron Boxall and Robert
O’Neill, should be read by every veteran and every military historian, regardless of nationality. It is a marvelous

VIETNAM VANGUARD
- THE WORD IS OUT! - Cont.
compendium of first-hand observations and erudite opinion by members of 5 RAR during that battalion’s assembly and twelve months of deployment in Phuoc Tuy province, straddling the vital highway and sea-link connecting
Saigon and Vung Tau. A Viet Cong stronghold since circa
1956, it took Australians just a few months to dominate
the battlefield.
Churchillian in its scope and literacy, Vietnam Vanguard
is both a scholarly and human chronicle of a chapter in
Australian military history unrivalled by all other accounts
I’ve been privileged to read.
I’m proud to have contributed in a very small way-- a single combat photograph I took of Mick Deak doing his job
under fire in the Long Hai Hills in February 1967.
Following Vietnam, I continued parachuting, supporting
my immoderations by writing, and was honored by induction into the International Skydiving Hall of Fame. Along
the way I circumnavigated the world twice, once in each
direction, searching for stories, some of which I sold to
Hollywood. While making Santa Barbara my home, I’ve
also made use of my degree, recently designing an island
hotel in Panama.

NOTICE OF THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To All Members
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment Association
Incorporated will be held at 11.00am on Thursday
26 November 2020, at the Sub-Branch Committee
Rooms – Level 2 - “Barracks on Barrack”- Combined Services Club – 5-7 Barrack Street, SYDNEY.
Phone 02 9299 3688 – NOTE: Club opens at
10.30am.
AGENDA
1. To confirm the minutes of the previous Annual
General Meeting held in Tweed Heads on Monday 2 March 2020.
2. To receive and consider reports from the Office
-Bearers pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution:
a. President
b. Secretary
c. Treasurer
d. Membership Officer
3. To elect Office-Bearers and ordinary committee
members of the Association.
4. To receive and consider any other business
and notices lodged with the Secretary.
Members who wish to nominate for committee positions are to complete the form on the insert contained in this Tiger Tales and ensure it is received
by the Secretary no later than 26 October 2020.
Geoff Pearson
Secretary and Public Officer

19
HMAS SYDNEY
Troops of 5 RAR are shown lining the flight deck of
HMAS Sydney at Woolloomooloo, Sydney Harbour, on
10 March 1970 upon returning home from active service
in South Vietnam. The Western Australian members had
disembarked at Fremantle five days earlier.

HMAS Sydney, known by the troops as the ‘Vung Tau
Ferry’, was used to transport Australian troops and equipment to and from South Vietnam during the war between
May 1965 and November 1972. She made 25 such return
voyages.
HMAS Sydney was a Majestic Class light aircraft carrier
originally built for the Royal Navy and launched as HMS
Terrible in 1944, but she was not completed before the
end of World War II. The carrier was sold to Australia in
1947, completed, and commissioned into the Royal Australian Navy as HMAS Sydney in 1948. She operated as
the navy's flagship during the early part of her career,
operated in the Korean War in 1951-52 but was then
placed in reserve as surplus to requirements in the late
1950s. The Sydney was recommissioned in 1962 and
initially used for training before becoming a troop ship in
the Vietnam War from 1965. HMAS Sydney normally
transported about 450 - 500 soldiers plus equipment,
heavy weapons and vehicles on each voyage.
When 5 RAR (both tours of duty) was being transported
on the ‘Vung Tau Ferry’ her escorts were:
♦ April 1966 (Voyage 3) from Australia to Vung Tau:
HMAS Melbourne, HMAS Vampire and HMAS Yarra.
This voyage transported 5 RAR’s C Company (minus
8 Platoon) and Transport Platoon.
♦ April-May 1967 (Voyage 5) from Vung Tau to Sydney: HMAS Vampire.
♦ February 1969 (Voyage 13) Fremantle to Vung Tau:
HMAS Derwent.
♦ February-March 1970 (Voyage 16) from Vung Tau to
Sydney: HMAS Yarra.
On 20 July 1973, the Australian government decided that
Sydney was to be decommissioned. A refit planned to
start late in the year was cancelled, and on 12 November
1973, Sydney was paid off and marked for disposal. The
ship had sailed 711,549 nautical miles (1,317,789 km)
since she was first commissioned. In 1975 she was sold
and towed to a South Korean steel mill for scrapping.
Quote: “All the war-propaganda, all the screaming
and lies and hatred, comes invariably from people
who are not fighting.”
George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia
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AROUND THE STATES

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA

On Tuesday 9 June, 20 ex-5 RAR members and wives
attended the 43 Below reopening which is known as 5
RAR HQ, WA. It was a great turn up with Laurie Sibson
who just got out of hospital this morning, joining us.
We had seven members who could not attend due to
medical conditions and we missed those regulars and
their wives.

We all remember the limitations that were imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic ‘physical distancing rules’ that were in
place here in Victoria earlier this year, accompanied by a
set of draconian consequences that were to be imposed if
one was found to be flouting them.

The limited members who were permitted to attend the lunch at 43
Below with Sandra and Steve Gastev, 43’s owners on the right.

It was good to see Paddy Meckenstock there, he has not
been to 43 Below for over two years due to illness, he
was leaning slightly to the right and I told him he should
not have brought such a heavy wallet.
It was a great day, good food plenty of drinks, the fun
started at 10:00hrs and ended at 17:00hrs, the boys have
still got it in the Wild West.
Harry Neesham also brought his Masters Games water
polo gold medals which were very impressive.
Lots of good stories told as usual.
Alan McNulty

This article is about Saturday, 25 April 2020 – Anzac Day
and as I had no other obligations (all marches cancelled),
I opted to call in on my long-standing friend John Bilston
who lived in Heathcote. John had been a national serviceman and was a Vietnam veteran who had served on C
Company’s first tour 1966-7. Ostensibly, my visit was to
check up on his health (and under the rules, you will recall, that was quite legitimate) however in reality it was to
say goodbye to a comrade, no doubt for the last time.
Jung would call it synchronicity whilst I call it a most remarkable coincidence; but it seems I was not the only one
thinking of paying John a visit in Heathcote that day –
several others were of a similar mind – which was truly
amazing! There was Stretch Bryan, Daryl McCombe, Syd
Shore, Johnny Cole and myself.

TASMANIA
Due to COVID-19 us Tassie Tigers have been safely
locked up, but I would like to share the following story.
During the time of ANZAC Day 2020 Tasmania had very
severe COVID-19 lock down laws. The North-West Coast
was hit hard as we had several deaths caused by the Ruby Princess fiasco and the cluster was so debilitating to
our medical system that our major area hospital was
closed and the ADF were called in to conduct a total
clean.
First tour veteran Frank Dring was not going to allow a
small thing like the shutdown prevent him from attending
the Dawn Service. Frank, and his walking frame, were on
their own at the Launceston Cenotaph (see photo page
14). When questioned as to why he was there, he replied
“I don’t care if they (the police) have half a dozen squad
cars here, I am here for the Dawn Service. Nothing is going to stop me.”
This is the Tiger spirit which saw us hold our heads high
after two very difficult tours of Vietnam.
Frank’s dedication did not go unnoticed as his picture was
put on Facebook by a member of the public, this picture
showed the emptiness at the Cenotaph. He also showed
another picture of Bunnings at 1 pm on the same day
(ANZAC Day) where scores of people were coming and
going.
Well done Frank, your blood is worth bottling.
Kevin Mulligan

It is no secret that John Bilston had not been travelling at
all well back then, and we were soon to learn that his
days were strictly numbered – thanks to mesothelioma
(commonly known as asbestosis). John had been on a
final count down for some time at this stage. In the hour
or so that we were there we strictly maintained the required distance of separation, except for one moment to
have this historic group photo taken. I can say with certainty that there will be no further such coincidences.
Bilston famously once said to me that “… the only reason
anyone even bothers to speak to you is that they feel
sympathy for your dog.” A delightfully offensive remark
that has yet to be surpassed.
John Bilston? A darnn fine fellow (a proudly nonconscientious soldier) and generally an all-round ‘good
bloke’.
Sadly, John Bilston passed away on the afternoon of
Sunday, 3 May – three weeks short of his 75th birthday
having just landed upon the threshold of maturity and
good sense. Both John and his intermittent rudeness will
be sorely missed by all who knew him. Vale my old
friend.
Doug Bishop

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

A WAR SOUVENIR

Unfortunately because of the virus we were unable to
commemorate Anzac Day with our usual Sydney March
and get together at the Crown Hotel. However I hosted a
street commemoration and dedication of my new 5 RAR
memorial that I built in my front yard. There was an excellent turn up by my neighbours. Thanks to my family for
the display. A photo is below.

I’m sure most veterans come home with some memento
of their time away on duty. It may be a belt buckle, a .50
Cal cartridge case or a treasured can of ham and lima
beans. Sometimes it’s a fairly anti-social souvenir. A few
months ago a Sydney golf clubhouse was evacuated
when a World War II grenade had to be detonated in situ
in a house in the adjacent suburb. In my case, I have my
dog tags, complete with folding can opener, my sweat rag
and a water bottle. However my most treasured item is a
shell dressing.
There were two types of wound dressing issued for use in
the field. Each soldier carried at least one First Field
Dressing, the size of a cigarette packet. It contained a
sterile gauze pad in a waterproof cover which could be
torn open and applied to a wound, by the soldier himself
or by a mate or medic. The dressing cover had fabric ties
to hold the dressing in place.

Hopefully we will be able to have Xmas Drinks at the
Crown Hotel 4 December 2020.
I hope everyone is staying well in this trying times.
Barney Ruttle

NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.
07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com

A photo of the 1915 British War Office Shell Dressing.

Medics also carried a stock of Shell Dressings. These
were larger (14 x 8 x 5cm) versions of the Field Dressing,
to be used on more extensive wounds. They took up a
fair measure of space in my back pack (see instructions
in photo).

5 RAR DARWIN VISITS PROCEDURE
If you are going to Darwin and would like to visit the
Museum, please email 5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au
with your available dates and one of the team will get
back to you with arrangements.
The Battalion will strive to arrange security requirements, if it is at all possible, to suit your travel time
frame for you to visit Binh Ba Lines and the Museum.
ACT REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED

The manufacturer’s name and the date of manufacture.

Bernie Pye, the former ACT Representative has
stepped down from the position after originally assuming it on a temporary basis nine years ago. Many
thanks to Bernie for all of his help.

Of note is their origin - the British War Office - and date of
manufacture, April 1915, a noteworthy month and year in
Australian military history. Despite the fact that they were
half a century old when being used in Vietnam they were
perfectly serviceable and central to the care of hundreds
of diggers in that long war.

The position does not involve much work and if anybody would like to find out more about it, they can
contact Bernie either at bernie.pye@bigpond.com or
by mobile on 0424 701 784.

Tony White
5 RAR First Tour RMO
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NATIONAL SERVICEMEN IN COMBAT

When I arrived in Vietnam on 28 January 1969 with the 5
RAR advance party, I had a number of tasks as Adjutant
in preparation for the battalion’s arrival on 15 February.
My first main undertaking was to write administrative instructions for when the battalion settled in, on such topics
as notification of casualties, R & R leave, rules and regulations for living within Vietnam and Nui Dat, in particular
pay, postal, etc, etc. Operationally, I also checked on any
peculiarities for the planning of air strikes, use of transport
helicopters, reconnaissance helicopters, medical evacuation choppers (‘Dustoff’) etc. This knowledge was enhanced by my accompanying A Company 1 RAR on an
operation into the foothills of the Nui Dinh and Nui Thi Vai
Mountains. When that finished I needed to talk to the staff
officer in Saigon about the reinforcements policy. I had
some concerns.
I was aware of the
government
edict
requiring
infantry
battalions to be
50:50 ARA:National
Servicemen and we
had in fact balanced 5 RAR accordingly as we
built to full strength
in Australia. My
concern was the
comparative vulnerability of Nashos
and Regs. It was
clear that because
Nashos had not
served as long as
most Regs, there
would be more
CAPT Dave Wilkins, 1969.
Nashos of Private
rank and fewer as NCOs or officers. The lower the rank,
then as a general rule, the closer you are to the enemy in
combat. From that premise in my argument to this staff
Major in Saigon, it seemed logical that a greater proportion of Nashos would become casualties. In pointing this
out to the Major I suggested the proportion should be adjusted to have a lower level of Nashos, say 45 percent
instead of 50 percent. He would not hear of it. That was
the government policy so it would remain a 50:50 split.
Once the battalion arrived and we began operations I was
able to observe officers, NCOs and Private soldiers in the
408 days I was on active service. This was in BHQ and
Fire Support Bases working in the Battalion Command
Post, as an acting Platoon Commander of 11 Platoon D
Company for one operation, as 2IC then acting Company
Commander of B Company for another operation, as 2IC
of C Company and finally as its Company Commander.
With that range of positions, I was well placed to observe
how all ranks operated and performed in different roles.
One of the main things that stood out to me was just how
well trained the troops were and what a high standard
they were at. Indeed, until I chatted with individuals and
heard their background, I could not tell if he was a Reg or
a Nasho. The exception to this was that I knew the officers personally and most NCOs who were mainly ARA. On
the standard of our soldiering, I was interested to subse-

quently read in some of the recently published VC and
NVA unit histories (of those who opposed the Australian
Task Force) that our enemy referred to us when we were
patrolling, as ‘Commandos’ and the SAS as ‘phantoms’.
We should take that as quite a compliment.
When it was all over for our battalion, I had occasion to
look at some of our statistics particularly relating to casualties:
* Total who served with 5RAR including reinforcements
in 1969-70:
55 officers and 1,280 other ranks = 1,335 all ranks.
Casualties: 25 KIA; 202 Wounded.
* The ratio of ARA to Nashos killed was close to 50:50.
* The ratio of ARA to Nashos wounded was 42% ARA
and 58% Nashos.
* Casualties for NCOs were 3½ times greater for ARA
than for Nashos but there were of course many more
ARA NCOs.
* For Private soldiers however, the opposite was the
case: there were almost 3 times as many Nasho casualties than for ARA.
In hindsight, I was proven correct by these statistics and I
believe the Army should have convinced the politicians to
alter the ratio of ARA strength to Nashos to 55:45 in combat units. I have no idea if the argument was ever raised
but in 1969-70 the policy remained fixed and inflexible at
a 50:50 ratio.
Dave Wilkins OAM

HOA LONG VILLAGE 1966-67
A villager stands at her door while CPL 'Barney' Ruttle, of
8 Platoon D Company, attempts to talk to her.
The old woman was drying her crop of peppercorns, the
two lots of green peppercorns are freshly picked and still
on their stem, the black ones are drying and almost ready
to be stored.
PTE Fred Clark inspects the drying beds for evidence of
tunnels or caches, while PTE Ken Wales reaches for his
water bottle.
The bandolier slung over Fred's shoulder is a hundred
rounds of 'linked' 7.62mm ammunition for the section's
M60 machinegun. It was slid into a tube of black plastic to
prevent the rounds becoming wet, dirty and unusable.

5 RAR ASSOCIATION FINANCES 2019-2020
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Income and Expenditure Statement - July 2019 to June 2020
2019-20
INCOME
Membership Subscriptions
23,500.00
Reunion 2020
51,789.00
Sales/Memorabilia
16,131.00
Postage & Handling
0.00
Donations
479.00
Donations - Stock
3,540.50
DVA Grant - STS
2,110.00
1,696.50
Term Deposit Interest Income
Total Income
99,246.00
COST OF SALES

2018-19
2,200.00
34,856.49
1,958.00
20.00
220.00
0.00
0.00
1,956.98
41,211.47

Total Cost of Sales

0.00
0.00
2,599.26
2,599.26

4,552.32
278.75
3,440.53
8,271.60

GROSS PROFIT

96,646.74

32,939.87

Total Expenses

10,336.35
0.00
80.13
278.90
1,162.00
0.00
20,781.08
200.00
86,918.97
0.00
119,757.43

12,486.70
160.00
46.00
249.00
537.69
2,511.00
0.00
2,200.00
0.00
1,462.74
19,653.13

NETT PROFIT (LOSS)

23,110.69

13,286.74

Total Assets

52,810.43
50.00
20,750.65
21,732.36
0.00
25,719.50
121,062.94

21,401.37
34,856.49
26,017.16
21,269.74
28,644.37
15,525.00
147,714.13

Stock Received in Advance (FY 2017-18 from Rebel Graphics. Donated and adjusted.)
Total Liabilities

0.00
0.00

3,540.50
3,540.50

NETT ASSETS

121,062.94

144,173.63

Retained Earnings
Current Earnings
Historical Balancing of Reunion Account (O/Balance brought on to Balance Sheet)
TOTAL EQUITY

144,210.02
23,110.69
36.39
121,062.94

130,923.28
13,286.74
-36.39
144,173.63

Tiger Tales (Print & Post) (Moved to Expenses)
Printing/Stationery (Moved to Expenses)
Memorabilia

EXPENSES
DVA Grant - STS
Floral Tributes
Fees/Licences/Registration
Internet/Website
Postage & Stationery
Miscellaneous Expenses
Tiger Tales (Print & Post)
RAR Corporation Subscriptions
Reunion Expenses
Travel & Accommodation

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2020
ASSETS
General Cheque Account
5 RAR Reunion Account
TERM DEPOSIT 50296157 due 4-Nov-20 @ 1.50%
TERM DEPOSIT 50296165 due 4-Oct-20 @ 1.60%
TERM DEPOSIT 50303660 (Not reinvested as a contingency for Reunion 2020)
Stock on Hand

LIABILITIES

EQUITY
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5 RAR ASSOCIATION MEMORABILIA

VIETNAM VANGUARD
This new book gives an on-the-spot depiction of the first half of the Battalion’s 196667 Tour by multiple authors. The Association has only limited stock.

5 RAR CAP
Black and Gold cap with the Association logo on the front. Just the thing for
the bald spot.
$25.00

$55.00
This book is also available from the ANU
Press, on its website at;
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard

5 RAR TIE
A fine quality tie for all occasions.
$30.00

VIETNAM TASK
A detailed account of the Fifth Battalion’s
first tour of duty in Vietnam. Robert O’Neill
was with the battalion as the battalion’s
intelligence officer and kept meticulous
notes on operations conducted by the battalion.

LAPEL BADGE
A quality lapel pin for the astute 5 RAR
Veteran. 20 x 13 mm.
$6.00

Out of Stock - Awaiting Reprint
THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS
The 5 RAR year-book of the Battalion’s
second tour in the Republic of South Vietnam. It is a tribute to the 2nd tour members of the Battalion who, for one year,
gave of their best. This is the third and latest edition.

5 RAR TAC PLATES
They fit at each end of your number plate.
130 x 130 mm.
$20.00

$65.00
CAR STICKERS
5 RAR HONOUR ROLL
Plaque inscribed with the names
of our members killed in action or
died of wounds during the Vietnam War. 305 x 290 mm.
$35.00

TIGER HEAD ROUND - T5-90ASSNRND
90 mm Diameter
$5.00
TIGER HEAD C/PATCH - T5-1075GRGO
100 X 75 mm
$5.00

5 RAR PLAQUE
This plaque comes with blank Name
Plate. 205 x 255 mm.
$50.00

ICB/SVN RIBBONS - 5R-1875ICBRBN
180 X 75 mm
$5.00
TIGER HEAD SVN - T5-1014SVNRND
100 X 75 mm
$5.00

The items shown on this page comprise the current 5
RAR Association Memorabilia range available for
members to purchase by using the Order Form on
the insert.
The Committee is continually investigating the possibility of producing new products to add to this range.
As new items become available, the Order Form will
be up-dated, the new items announced and depicted
in the subsequent issue of Tiger Tales to be printed.

REUNION SLIDESHOW ON USB DRIVE
This includes hundreds of photographs taken in
Vietnam, Iraq, Timor Leste and Afghanistan.
There are also two videos; a Huey extraction
and a motorized contact in Iraq. Plays on smart
TV or computers
$25.00
To order, contact Gary Townsend

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 2020‐2021
In accordance with Clause 18 of the 5 RAR Association Constitution nominations are called for
committee membership for the year 2020‐2021. All current office holders retire in accordance with
the Constitution and are eligible for re‐election.
Nomination Form
1.

Nomination of Candidate

Name of Nominee: [please print] .............................................................................. is nominated for the
position of [specify as appropriate) ‐ President, Vice‐President, Secretary, Treasurer, ordinary
committee member (8 positions)]
[position].........................................................................................for the year 2020‐2021
Nominator: [signature]: ..................................................................
Name: [please print] ....................................................................... Date: ..........................................
Seconder: [signature] .....................................................................
Name: [please print] ....................................................................... Date: ...........................................
2.

Acceptance by Nominee

I accept this nomination.

Noted as received by Secretary

.....................................................................
[Signature of Nominee]

.....................................................

Date: .........................................

Date: ...........................................

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Nominators and seconders are to be financial members of the Association. Completed nomination
forms should be with the Secretary before 26 October 2020. They may be posted to 5 RAR
Association, PO Box 698, CARINGBAH, NSW 1495 or scanned and emailed to the Secretary at
gp@therbco.com.au Further copies of the nomination form can be obtained from the Secretary at the
above email address.

Please indicate use of this form

Remit this form and payment due to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
P O Box 698
CARINGBAH NSW 1495

Joining/Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia

Current at 12 May, 2020
Christian Names:

Surname:

Known As:

Membership

1 March 2020 - 28 February 2023

Memorabilia
Partners Name:

Regimental No:

Home Ph:

Rank:

Mobile:

Business Ph:

Address:

State:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

Email:

O/S

Price

Vietnam Vanguard (See Below)

M

$ 55

Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting)

M

$ 35

The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3)

L

$ 65

Honour Roll

M

$ 35

Caps

L

$ 25

Ties

S

$ 30

Lapel Badges 20x13mm

S

$

TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm

S

$ 20

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm

M

$ 50

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round

S

$

5

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch

S

$

5

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons

S

$

5

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN

S

$

5

$50.00
Qty

Cost

6

Car Stickers

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc:

Membership Dues (3 Year Period)

$ 50

Grand Total: $
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, or, email this
form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Internet and/or CBA Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025
President

Vice President

Secretary/Memorabilia Officer

Treasurer

David French

COL Roger Wainwright

Geoff Pearson

LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM

Ph: 02 9524 3561

Ph: 07 4128 4097

Mob: 0401 910 079

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0417 223 001

Mob: 0408 085 337

president@5rar.asn.au

vicepres@5rar.asn.au

secretary@5rar.asn.au

treasurer@5rar.asn.au

Membership Officer/TT's Editor

Webmaster

Committee Member

Committee Member

Gary Townsend

Ted Harrison

Brian Budden

SGT Chris Hayden

Ph: 07 5594 4780
Mob: 0412 767 975

Mob: 0403 907 775

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0407 470 919

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

webmaster@5rar.asn.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

hayds81@yahoo.com.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Terry James

Geoffrey Luck OAM

Barry Ruttle

MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Mob: 0414 600 518

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0412 432 464

terryj699@gmail.com

geoff.luck@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

blues5@iprimus.com.au

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com
ACT Representative

NSW Representative

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

POSITION VACANT

Barry Ruttle

Vince Feenstra

Mo Hancock OAM

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 07 3824 3410

Ph: 08 8556 2732

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0427 341 515

Mob: 0414 566 212

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

wfeenstra@bigpond.com

moswhan@bigpond.net.au

TAS Representative
Kevin Mulligan

VIC Representative
Doug Bishop

Ph: 03 6427 8257

WA Representative
Alan McNulty DCM
Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0417 373 024

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

tasrep@5rar.asn.au

doug.bishop@internode.on.net

warep@5rar.asn.au

The Association has limited stock of ‘Vietnam Vanguard’ or it is also available on the ANU Press website at:

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard

