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On February 16, 1971, Cabinet 
gave approval for the gradual 
withdrawal of combat and lo-
gistic elements of the task 
force starting in May 1971.  
The first draft of a withdrawal 
plan had been produced by 
AHQ in September 1969, and 
on September 6, 1971, AHQ 
issued Operation Interfuse, the 
formal instructions to HQ Aus-
tralian Forces Vietnam (HQ 
AFV) for the conduct of 1 Aus-
tralian Task Force’s (1 ATF) 
withdrawal from South Vi-
etnam.  
The withdrawal was broken 
into three phases:  
Phase 1 (August 19 – October 
6, 1971) would involve the 
gradual withdrawal of some 
elements to Vung Tau, with 3 
RAR stood down from opera-
tions and 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC) 
to be made responsible for the 
defence of Nui Dat;  
Phase 2 (October 7 – December 4, 1971) would involve 
the departure of 3 RAR and 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC) (less 
one company), with the remaining 1 ATF elements moved 
to Vung Tau;  
Phase 3 (December 25, 1971 – February 29, 1972) would 
involve the withdrawal of all remaining 1 ATF elements, 
less a small rear party and the residual force.  
With the HQ AFV General Instruction for withdrawal is-
sued, HQ 1 ATF had to translate this into its own detailed 
plan.  
On August 19, 1971, Commander 1 ATF Brig B. A. 
McDonald convened two planning conferences at Nui 
Dat.  
Brig McDonald firmly made the point during the confer-
ences that the withdrawal would not be an administrative 
move, but was to be conducted tactically.  
According to Brig McDonald, the tactical problem facing 1 
ATF was that, “We have a big base to defend and a per-
nicious enemy”. 
Brig McDonald’s fundamental principle would be to keep 
enemy forces off balance and as far away from Nui Dat 
as possible and, to this end, 1 ATF would continue to 
conduct mobile operations seeking out the enemy until 
the completion of Phase 1.  

The Australian Army History Unit’s MAJ Ian Finlayson reflects on the withdrawal of 
1 Australian Task Force from South Vietnam. 

By September 9, HQ AFV had also issued a force level 
movement instruction broadly allocating all units, person-
nel, vehicles and stores to ships and aircraft.  
The reality was that Australia had limited air and sea 
movement capabilities with which to conduct the with-
drawal of the task force, and ships such as HMAS Syd-
ney and HMAS Jeparit were required to do multiple trips 
over an extended period to evacuate the force.  
As with the initial deployment, the majority of personnel 
movement went by air using chartered Qantas Boeing 
707 aircraft or, if you were unfortunate, a slow ride by a 
RAAF Hercules.  
On October 6, 1971, Phase 1 was completed, and the 
responsibility for the security of Phuoc Tuy province was 
handed over to the South Vietnamese.  
With the departure of 3 RAR, Nui Dat was now secured 
by 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC), assisted by 2 Battalion, 43 Regt, 
of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. A little over a 
month later, on November 7, 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC) handed 
over Nui Dat to the South Vietnamese, marking 1982 
days since HQ 1 ATF had first deployed to Nui Dat on 
June 5, 1966. 
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Part of the Australian convoy passes a group of South Vietnamese soldiers along Route 2 on the way 
to Vung Tau.                                                                                               Photo: Australian War Memorial. 



2 

NEW COMMANDING OFFICER 
FOR TIGER BATTALION 

LTCOL CHRIS GILMORE 
Lieutenant Colonel Gilmore grad-
uated from the Royal Military Col-
lege – Duntroon in 2005, and 
commenced service in the Royal 
Australian Regiment. His regi-
mental service has included post-
ings to the First and Third Bri-
gades, serving in both 3 RAR and 
7 RAR. Throughout these post-
ings, he completed a range of 
appointments including Platoon 
Commander, Adjutant, and Com-
pany Commander.  
Lieutenant Colonel Gilmore has 
deployed on operational service 

four times, serving in Iraq (2016), Afghanistan (2008 and 
2012) and Timor-Leste (2006). He has commanded Rifle 
Platoons in Timor-Leste and Afghanistan, deployed as a 
mentoring team second-in-command to Afghanistan in 
2012, and commanded a Training Team for Task Group 
Taji Three in 2016. More recently, Lieutenant Colonel 
Gilmore was the Headquarters Forces Command Staff 
Officer Grade One, Current Operations (G33) in 2020 
during domestic operations, including Operation BUSH-
FIRE ASSIST 2019-20, Operation COVID-19 ASSIST, 
and OPERATION FIJI ASSIST.  
Lieutenant Colonel Gilmore’s staff and instructional expe-
rience includes the Staff Officer Grade One, Incident 
Management at Headquarters Forces Command in 2021; 
Oceania Exercise Planner at United States Marine Corps 
(USMC) Forces Pacific in 2018-2019; the Ship to Objec-
tive Manoeuvre Staff Officer in the Australian Amphibious 
Task Force in 2013; and the Officer Instructing Assault 
Pioneer Section at the School of Military Engineering in 
2009-10.   
Lieutenant Colonel Gilmore is a graduate of the Australi-
an Command and Staff Course – Joint and holds a Mas-
ter of Military and Defence Studies from the Australian 
National University. He is married to Kirsty and together 
they have three children; Charlize aged eight, Lachlan 
aged six and Nicholas aged four. He is passionate about 
Rugby, and in his spare time he enjoys spending as much 
time as possible with his young family. 
LTCOL Chris Gilmore will assume command of the 5th 
Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment on Friday 3 
December 2021. 

LTCOL Chris Gilmore 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

G’Day to the Tiger Battalion fami-
ly, wherever this finds you. 
To steal a quote from Socrates 
‘All I know is nothing – I’m not 
even sure of that’. Where we 
thought we were done with lock-
downs and getting back to face to 
face meetings, we were defeated 
in detail by the latest outbreak. 
Where we thought borders were 
opening and inter-state travel 
might enable some more face-to-

face engagement with the Battalion, additional border 
restrictions and more outbreaks cruelled that as well. A 
soldier who joined the Army a couple of years ago ex-
pecting to deploy to the Middle East or South East Asia 
on operations is now more likely to have spent more time 
on border check points in Australia than on patrol over-
seas. Individual and collective experiences are now com-
pletely varied and flipped around. What was known and a 
certainty not too long ago, is now unclear and uncertain. 
Through all of that we have a role as the Association to 
provide a touchpoint for all members past and present. 
Particularly now as a new cohort of soldiers serves in a 
time of great uncertainty there is much that they can learn 
from your experiences and stories. So I have a couple of 
challenges for you all, be you an ex-serving veteran, fami-
ly member or even still serving: 
Firstly: Write. Tell your stories.  Pick one thing and write 
something. It doesn’t have to be long, or what an English 
teacher would mark as good. It just has to be your story. 
Write about something funny, or terrifying, about being on 
operations, or coming home. Writing can be cathartic for 
the author and massively helpful for the reader. While 
most of us can’t meet the current Tigers face to face we 
can all write and pass on our lessons another way. If you 
don’t want to write for the young Tigers, then I urge you to 
write a submission to the Royal Commission into Defence 
and Veteran Mental Health and Suicide. You can make a 
huge difference there.  
Secondly: Enlist a mate or a new veteran. If each of us 
was able to get one member to sign up, we would solve 
any membership concerns we have. Ring a mate who 
you might know who’s forgotten to renew and get them 
back in the tent. Next time you see a young veteran, ask 
them if they are from 5 RAR and get them to join (or if 
they aren’t; tell them to join their own Association). That 
might take until next Anzac Day, but that is fine. 
As far as Association efforts go, another tricky year, with 
great success is coming to an end. We’ve managed to 
not only survive but thrive financially, governance-wise 
and to continue to achieve our aims. Membership is 
down, but we did get a slight uptick in the past couple of 
months. All of this is a result of the long term work of the 
Committee and members. We didn’t just ‘crisis manage’ 
our way through this. We held a virtual AGM in late Octo-
ber where I recommitted to developing a longer term 
strategy to modernise some of our processes and contin-
ue to honour our collective past. You will see some new 
appointments in the membership of the Committee. Rog-
er Wainwright has formally completed his roles with the 
Association Committee after decades of service. I am 

pleased to confirm the return of a frankly fantastic Com-
mittee who continue to provide you the best of service.  
With the holiday season coming up, and many family and 
friends still separated, please reach out to your mates, 
say G’Day and take care of you and yours. On behalf of 
the Committee, we look forward to continuing to support 
the Tiger Battalion Association family. 
Take care. 

Dave. 
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BRAVO COMPANY 
Post completing our main effort for the first half of the 
year, exercise SOUTHERN JACKAROO 21 the company 
went into a maintenance period. This gave our soldiers 
and officers an opportunity to spend some time with their 
family post a very busy first half of the year.  

However COVID-19 required B Coy to establish a detachment to 
assist 1 CER in Victoria as part of Joint Task Force 629, Victoria 
(JTF629.2). This saw a Platoon size element deploy to Victoria 
for a 6 week period. They assisted the Victorian Police (VICPOL) 
and Covid Quarantine Victoria (CQV) conduct hotel manage-
ment. This was the first time for many of the soldiers to work with 
a Navy and Air force brethren. The time down in Victoria went 
quickly and before we knew it we were returning to the NT on a 
C-130 Hercules. 

Whilst some of the Coy were in Victoria, the main body were 
planning our SUB 2 CPL course. This course is one of the most 
important in the Battalion as it develops the future section com-
manders. Most soldiers who complete the course will be leading 
a section in the Battalion when they get back or next year. It is a 

(Continued on page 4) 

Campbell Barracks, where B Coy is running 5 RAR’s SUB 2 CPL 
course.  

B Coy Staging for JTF 629.2 in Victoria as a part of OP COVID AS-
SIST.  

CO’S FINAL DISPATCH 
G’day Tigers, 
Since our last update the 
Tiger Battalion has continued 
to train for our operational 
role without significant im-
pacts of COVID 19 – another 
benefit of living and training in 
the Top End! Unfortunately 
the Duke of Gloucester Cup 
was again postponed for 
2021 due to NSW restrictions, 
but our teams will be raring to 
go in 2022! 
Since our last update the Bat-
talion continued its participa-
tion in EX Koolendong, a War 
Fighting exercise with the US 

Marine Corps rotational force (MRF-D). This exercise pro-
vided excellent and unique opportunities for Delta Coy to 
participate in joint assaults of American and Australian 
force elements, providing a ground combat element oper-
ating across land and air platforms in the  remote and 
challenging Bradshaw Field Training Area.  We also led 
the Australian Army’s premier Security Cooperation exer-
cise with Indonesia, being Ex Wirra Jaya 2021. Again, led 
by D Coy, the teams trained together in Darwin for 3 
weeks before a culminating early morning urban assault 
at Mount Bundey. B Coy has led the Infantry Section 
Commanders course, this year conducted in Perth in part-
nership with SASR and attended by soldiers of 3 RAR 
and 7 RAR. As sports week, Battalion Ball, and the end of 
year awards BBQ looms, it is obvious that another train-
ing year is coming to a close. C Coy continue to explore 
reconnaissance and watercraft opportunities while Sup-
port Company have been busy running a suite of support 
company courses. 
The end of the year is also posting time for many of our 
people and their families. For some it is their first posting 
out of the regiment, and for me it will be my last. I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank our 5 RAR Association for 
the warm welcome that you provided me when I first ar-
rived in The Battalion. From the first meeting with your 
then President, Col Roger Wainwright (retd), through 
meeting many of you at various reunions or commemora-
tions, and to our ongoing relationship with the Association 
ably led by Mr David French, I have always known that 
the experience and support of Tigers past is only a phone 
call away. The Association is a proud and cohesive or-
ganisation with committed and passionate members. The 
Association has a pivotal role in our Veteran community 
and I hope that our younger members continue to take up 
the excellent platform that you have built for them. 
As I depart the Battalion I am very pleased to welcome 
LTCOL Chris Gilmore into the Tiger Fold. I cannot think of 
a better Commanding Officer for the Battalion in 2022, 
ably supported by a consistent leadership team across 
the Battalion. I know that you will welcome him and that 
he will lead the Battalion through the coming years and 
whatever challenges or opportunities arise.  
In parting, I thank you for the privilege to serve in our Bat-
talion and contribute to our Association. I look forward to 

LTCOL Matthew Dirago 

hearing of the fighting spirit and legacy of the Tiger Bat-
talion and remain a committed servant of this Battalion.  
Duty First 

LTCOL Matthew Dirago 
The 5 RAR Committee and the Editor extend their grati-
tude to Matt for his contribution to furthering the close 
relationship between the Battalion and the Association 
members. 
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DELTA COMPANY 
Since the last update Delta Company had a break from 
field In April and May for a period of time and moved into 
a block of Joint Task Group (JTG) rotations, support 
courses, COVID Lockdowns and leave. This involved 
many soldiers gaining qualifications that made them eligi-
ble to move across to Support Company and at the end of 
this mid-year period D Coy along with the remainder of 
the Battalion undertook a reshuffle. Once this period was 
over D Coy switched its focus to Exercise Koolendong 
which consisted of combat team level live fire and air mo-
bile operations for a combat team attack on a deep objec-
tive in Bradshaw Training Area. This was the biggest 
event for D Coy in 2021 operating with 1st Armoured 
Regiment and the US Marines consisting of one of their 
Infantry Platoons from Animal Company and the Marines 
also providing air support from Cobra attack helicopters 
and providing lift from MV-22 Ospreys. 
Post Ex Koolendong it was a short 5 week turn around 
before conducting Ex Wirra Jaya which D Coy undertook 
a partnering exercise with over 200 Indonesian National 
Force (TNI) for a period of 3 weeks. The training consist-
ed of urban operations conducted in the Close Training 
Area near Robertson Barracks, Combat Shooting and 
Live Fire Ranges at Kangaroo Flats. This culminated with 
an overnight trip to Mt Bundy Training Area which was a 
Battle Group Assault on the Urban Training Facility. After 

CHARLIE COMPANY 
In recent times, the geo-
political climate and re-
gional instability have 
highlighted the Australi-
an Army’s need to en-
hance its amphibious 
capability to the Indo-
Pacific region in order to 
increase force projection 
and provide humanitari-
an and disaster relief to 
the neighbouring region. 
In response to this, per-
sonnel from Charlie 
Company, 5th Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regi-
ment (5 RAR) with two 
attachments from Logistics Company and two NCOs from 
16th Battalion, Royal West Australian Regiment undertook 
the Advanced Small Craft Operator (ASCO) Course deliv-
ered by personnel from the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment (Amphibious). 
The course highlighted the crucial nature of being able to 
utilise an amphibious capability in a littoral manoeuvre 
environment between sea and land as part of a Pre Land-
ing Force. Members of Charlie Company, 5 RAR were 
instructed on how to utilise equipment and apparatus 
such as the Zodiac Craft to conduct beach landings, swim 
approaches, surf negotiation, riverine patrolling and other 
skill sets which allowed them to gain a clear understand-
ing of beach approaches via craft or swimmers, surveying 

the beach itself and the exits from the beach with a crew, 
allowing command further appreciation of the potential 
risks associated with committing forces to an amphibious 
or littoral operation. 
The course culminated with full mission profiles, which 
saw one group travel to Caloundra driving through the 
sea way under Binocular Night Vision Devices (BNVD), 
inserting a recon team 1 km from the beach to swim in. 
Special mention to CPL Smith and LCPL Muhleisen who 
discovered the particular difficulties of surf negotiation 
while conducting a beach extraction, a rogue wave flipped 
their craft, tossed them into the surf and flooded the out-
board, ending the swim team’s hope for extraction. 
The ASCO Course overall was a great success in terms 
of developing 5 RAR’s operational capability but also for 
soldiers to enhance their skill sets and develop them for 
Australia’s needs in the future. 
 

PTE Jackson Lucas 

The three photographs depict C Coy putting their ASCO qualified 
soldiers to work in Darwin Harbour. 

CHARLIE COMPANY - Cont. BRAVO COMPANY - Cont. 

huge responsibility and B Coy is leading the charge. 
This year the Battalion is running it out of Campbell Barracks, 
Swanbourne, WA. The change in scenery and harsh landscape 
will be a difficult task that our future section commanders will 
have to overcome. 
 We look forward to telling you more about the course in the next 
Tiger Tales! 

LT Cooper Smith 

(Continued from page 3) 
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returning to Robertson Barracks and having a BBQ we 
saw the TNI off from the Gary Holmes Club with a new 
found understanding of operating with the TNI and new 
friends. We now turn our focus to the end of year holiday 
period and preparations for deploying to Malaysia for Ri-
fle Company Butterworth (RCB) 135. 

There were many other efforts, achievements and out-
side factors that had an effect on D Coy at different 
points of the year. The soldiers showed excellent resili-
ence and strength when coping with the loss of one of 
their own, which is commendable. Overall it has been a 
busy year with many challenges, but it can be said that 
the very junior D Coy has developed a lot and is in a very 
good position to move into what is shaping up to be an-
other busy year in 2022. 

LT Brett Harmsworth 

DELTA COMPANY - Cont. 

A Delta Company soldier conducting Air Mobile Operations with 
MV-22 Ospreys on Exercise Koolendong 2021. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) Platoon 

As you are all aware it was a very busy year for the 
Heavy Hitters of the 5th Battalion. Following the success 
of Ex Tigers walk, DFSW Platoon was quickly re-tasked 
to Quick Reaction Capability Display Platoon. Callsign I64 
conducted themselves to a very high standard as always,  
taking part in numerous displays for ADF Cadets, Army 
Indigenous Youth and even the Prime Minister. The word 
had got around quickly and 1 Aviation had got wind of our 
talents, which led to I64 being special guests to 1 Avia-
tion Regiment (1 AVN) capability display. Because of 
DFSW Platoon’s outstanding efforts during the display, it 
paved the way for future training activities, such as Close 
Air Support (CAS) live serials with the ARH Tiger helicop-
ter and other aviation assets. 
By May, DFSW Platoon welcomed Combined Anti-

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont. 

Armour Team (CAAT) Red/Blue from Marine Rotational 
Force-Darwin (MRF-D). Over the following months, 
DFSW Platoon and the MRF-D CAAT had formed a great 
bond which led to combined training and a competitive 
rivalry in all aspects of machine gunnery, physical train-
ing, drinking Australian beers and golf. Our time with the 
MRF-D CAAT culminated with a maximum fire power dis-
play with CAAT Red and elements from DFSW Platoon at 
Mount Bundy during Ex SOUTHERN JACKAROO.  
What followed was the entry to a black hole of pre-course 
planning and booking, which saw DFSW Platoon at full 
steam ahead, conducting the DFSW Basic Course in 
Bradshaw Field Training Area. After 147,000 rounds of 
7.62mm, 25,000 rounds of 12.7mm, 1580 rounds of 
40mm link, a misfired Javelin Launch Tube Assembly and 
the crowd favourite 84mm Practice rounds, the platoon 
had qualified 28 soldiers from 5 and 7 RAR in the art of 
Anti-Armour and Direct Fires. 

The last few months of 2021 saw DFSW Platoon support-
ing Ex WIRRA JAYA with the Tentara Nasional Indonesia 
Angkatan Darat (TNI-AD), as well as sending most of our 
members off for Promotion courses and postings for the 
New Year. The platoon has, however, welcomed new 
faces to the ranks in preparation for 2022. I64 Out.  

LT Bill Tilly 
Mortar Platoon 
2021 was the year of live firing and, true to the company 
name, supporting every task the unit could throw at us. 

(Continued on page 6) 

DFSW Platoon with MRF-D CAAT Red/Blue at MBTA.  

The DFSW Basic Course firing the .50 Cal HMG.  

Mortar Platoon Conducting Battle PT on a Friday morning. 
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The beginning of the year saw Mortar Platoon support the 
4 SQN RAAF Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) 
Course, supporting the ADF’s newest JTACs co-ordinate 
indirect fire and attack aviation in a stunning display of 
firepower, yet perhaps more stunning, there were no 
transfers to the RAAF afterwards. The middle of the year 
saw the traditional bi-yearly pilgrimage to Mount Bundey 
for Ex TIGERS WALK, which consolidated the platoons 
live fire training, and also allowed the platoon to conduct 
live fire with 103 BTY, 8/12 Medium Regiment, in support 
of troops. The use of the range by the Marine Air Combat 
Element allowed for a unique opportunity for Mortar Pla-
toon to co-ordinate fires onto a target that was being 
called in by the Cobra pilots through an MFC.  
The year also saw the conduct of the 2021 Basic Mortar 
Course. The live fire stages of the course saw Mortar Pla-
toon provide fire support for EX KOOLENDONG, and 
trainees test their skills utilising live rounds. Special men-
tion goes to PTE Shae Egan, who was awarded Student 
of Merit for the course.  
All this live-fire training in 2021 gave the Platoon access 
to an unprecedented number of live bombs in an attempt 
to flatten Mount Bundey and Bradshaw training areas 
once and for all. While the Platoon gave it their best shot, 
there still remains a few mounds of dirt to use as targets 
for next year. While 2022 looks to be a challenging year, I 
am fully confident the Platoon will handle it with ease. 
Effective Fast Fire (EFF). 

LT Jonathon Doble 
Signals Platoon 
2021 has been a busier year than most for the signals 
specialists of 5 RAR, who have enabled Battalion com-
munications for every exercise this year without fail. This 
support has included integration with US Marine Corps 
and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) ele-
ments on exercises SOUTHERN JACKAROO and KOOL-
ENDONG, where trying conditions, inter-operability hur-
dles and logistical challenges tested the professional and 
emotional capacity of SIG Platoon members, to admirable 
success.  
The rapid evolution of signals technology and crypto-
graphic best-practice has demanded consistent adaptabil-

(Continued from page 5) 
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Platoon preparing a baseplate location. 

ity from the Platoon, refreshing signals fundamentals has 
occurred apace with upskilling on new platforms including 
the TKL cryptology device and the 117G radio, while the 
short-notice retirement of the Battle Management System 
required Command Post detachments to refine low-tech 
means of battlefield tracking. Concurrently to this was the 
platoons’ delivery of multiple Basic and Specialist Combat 
Communications course packages throughout the year; 
increasing foundational signals knowledge and capability 
across the rifle companies and enabling greater inde-
pendent action.  
As 2022 approaches and 5 RAR extends its manoeuvre 
footprint to the northern waters and far-south training 
grounds of the Territory, sustaining Battalion Command 
and Control will present new difficulties to overcome and 
opportunities to seize, challenges that Signals Platoon is 
well-postured to meet.  

LT Tom Bellamy 

RS Platoon 
Reconnaissance and Sniping Platoon has had a busy 
year in barracks and the field. Throughout the year the 
Platoons attended the one BN Reconnaissance Officer/
NCO course, two Specialist Combat Communications 
Course, one Patrol Persistent Surveillance System 
course, one Image Capture and Transfer Course and 
conducted a Basic Reconnaissance Course qualifying 28 
new patrolman from across 5 RAR, 1 Combat Engineer 
Regiment, 8/12 Regiment RAA and the USMC. The Pla-
toon was heavily focused on Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS) operations conducting four Black Hornet and 3 
WASP (both UAS’s) qualification courses to reinvigorate 
the Battalion’s UAS operations into 2022. 

In addition to completing a Basic Sniping Course qualify-
ing 8 new Snipers, the Sniper Cell worked to introduce 
new equipment such as CPL Dunwoodies’ Sniper Mobility 
Platform, CPL O’Neil’s Hog Saddles and new Ballistic 
Computers and CPL Murray’s enduring work on IT sys-
tems and training.  

The platoon supported all exercises conducted by 5 RAR 
in 2021. The Platoon ran ranges and were roll-players 
during EX TIGERS CRAWL. Under the astute leadership 
of CPL McCulloch and LCPL Liquete, 63A won the Ken-
nedy’s Cup. On EX TIGERS WALK the Platoon for the 
first time in a number of years conducted break contacts 
by night and cross-pollinated Sniper Weapons Qualifica-
tions across the Platoon. Snipers conducted specific 
training with our international allies the USMC and 

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont. 

LCPL Malcom Davis firing the AMR 50 Cal AW50F on Tigers Walk.  
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JGSDF on EX SOUTHERN JACKAROO whilst 63B and 
63C lead by CPL’s Harmey and Frieser integrated with D 
COY, 5 RAR and the USMC, Air Combat Element on EX 
KOOLENDONG 2021. 63C under the leadership of LCPL 
Liquete conducted successful air-mobile and ground op-
erations attached to V3, 1  Armoured Regiment, most 
notably identifying opposition force positions and marking 
Landing Points for an Air Mobile assault executed by D 
COY, 5 RAR.  
The year has concluded with a steady stream of qualifica-
tion and recertification courses such as Protected Mobility 
Vehicle Drivers, Visual Trackers, Combat First Aider 
(CFA) and 117G to enable a strong start under LT Far-
rands and SGT Synott in 2022.  

LT Tom Etheridge 

Recon  Snipers Platoon celebrating the conclusion of Tigers Walk. 

LOGISTICS COMPANY  
Log Coy is no stranger to success but throughout the ag-
es, we have certainly been strangers to glory. In short, 
the truckies, Q-wees, boffins, gun plumbers and mechan-
ics always get the job done and get it done well. You just 
don’t see them in the limelight, showboating, making a 
scene. But in 2021, the times have changed ever so 
slightly. This year saw the men and women of Log Coy 
relentlessly pursue victory in not just our daily trades but 
in Battalion competitions, Brigade exercises and life in 
general. The OC’s mantra of ‘Do not come last’ warped in 
to a challenge, and in reply, we charged, winning a swim-
ming competition, placing in X-Country, combatives and 
the obstacle course competition. We achieved all of this 

LOGISTICS COMPANY - Cont. 

while being quite significantly undermanned, so full credit 
to the boys and girls.  Several members of the Coy also 
achieved some major life milestones. A fierce dedication 
to the survival of the logistical race was displayed with the 
birth of several babies. The TQ married and the OC man-
aged to get married and father a second child.  
Our excellence and dominance culminated in 2021 on 
Exercise KOOLENDONG. Some of our members were 
farmed out to the subordinate sub-units of 5 RAR, but the 
majority of us formed the A2 Echelon of Task Group 
BOAR. This saw log assets and personnel from 7 RAR, 
1st Armoured and ourselves come together at Bradshaw 
Training Area in a storm of sweat, dust, metal, grease, 
durries and stress. It was hard going at first. I, the A2 2IC, 
scrambled to run a bare minimum company command 
post. The CSM was lost without RAInf diggers to abuse…
I mean mentor, and holes to dig. The OC had to factor in 
the consumption of roughly 200 cigarettes per day amidst 
all his other duties. 
And the Coy Clerk 
became the Coy 
runner for just about 
everything and eve-
ryone. Everyone 
else got the job 
done, but were all a 
little sad with a fair 
amount of environ-
mental adjustment 
to overcome. Thank-
fully though, within a 
few days, the whole 
team found their 
rhythm, a physical 
and social hierarchy 
was cemented, and 
once again, Log Coy 
(with a few Adelaide 
enablers this time) were back on top. For the following 
three weeks, the TG BOAR A2, in my learned opinion, 
singlehandedly led the Aussies to victory with a flawless 
execution of Combat Service Support. All in all the Exer-
cise left a few of us scarred by silicon dust and the effects 
of boredom but ultimately reaffirmed that a hard-core, 
passionate and good-natured group of Loggies can 
achieve just about anything. A final mention must go to 
the RQ, who in the absence of the QM and A/QM, de-
ployed to Bradshaw, drove more kilometres in his G-
Wagon than 1 Combat Service Support Battalion com-
bined, held together a mutinous band of young Q-wees 
and truckies and was somehow promoted to the rank of 
Mayor. Quite a feat really. Congratulations.  
The end of 2021 was steady, we met our objectives and 
some of our Indonesian linguists, and Corporal Ter-Horst 
in particular, performed excellently on Ex WIRRA JAYA. 
Many brave souls will sadly depart Log Coy and 5 RAR at 
the end of this year. Most significantly, the OC Major 
James Roberts, who throughout 2020 and 2021 served 
the unit with formidable capacity, tenacity, audacity and a 
little bit of panache. He will remain close to 5 RAR as OP-

(Continued on page 8) 

OC Log Coy, MAJ James Roberts, delivers Coy orders to the A2 
Echelon prior to TG BOAR conducting a deliberate attack during 
Ex KOOLENDONG. 

The Log Coy Signals Pl detachment on 
Ex KOOLENDONG. Doing the RAInf 
Corps proud in the A2 Echelon Com-
mand Post.  
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219020 ALLAN JAMES HOWARTH 
17 July 1950 - 20 JULY 2021 

PTE Allan ‘Big Al’ Howarth, late of 
Toukley, NSW, died on Tuesday 20 
July. Allan had been suffering with 
cancer. 
Allan started his time in the Australian 
Regular Army Supplement at 1 RTB 
Kapooka, Infantry Centre Singleton 
and then joined 2 RAR at Enoggera, 
QLD. He deployed to 1 ARU in South 
Vietnam on 19 September 1969 until he was transferred 
to Bravo Company 5 RAR on 8 October. Allan served 
with 4 Section 5 Platoon and also  was with 7 Section 6 
Platoon. When the Battalion returned to Australia he was 
moved to 7 RAR where he served until he completed his 
Tour. Allan was returned to Australia on 2 July 1970 and 
took discharge in March 1971. 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

216578 BARRY FITTON 
22 December 1945 - 21 September 2021 

CPL Barry Fitton, of Canungra QLD, 
died peacefully in hospital on the Gold 
Coast on Tuesday 21 September, he 
had been suffering from cancer. 
On his deployment to South Vietnam 
Barry was posted to 1 ARU from 10 
June to 16 July 1966. He then joined 
5 Pl B Coy where he served for the 
rest of the Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour. 

He returned to Vietnam with 5 RAR in the Advance Party 
on 27 Jan 1969, serving with 3 Pl A Coy, until he returned 
to Australia on 18 February 1970. Barry also served with 
9 RAR and 6 RAR. He continued in the ADF, reaching the 
rank of WO2, until his retirement in 1986.    
A Funeral Service was held for Barry at 14:30hrs on Fri-
day 1 October at St Margaret Mary’s Catholic Church, 
Canungra.                           

2788138 NEIL WILLIAM SIMPSON 
7 January 1947 - 17 October 2021 

LCPL Neil ‘Barney’ Simpson died, in 
the Warren Hospital, in the early 
morning of Sunday 17 October. Bar-
ney had been suffering from cancer 
for quite some time. 
Barney, a National Serviceman, start-
ed his recruit training at 1 RTB in Oc-
tober 1967. He moved to the Infantry 
Centre, but within a short while, as 
the battalions were short on men, he was transferred to 5 
RAR to complete his Corps training with the Battalion. 
Barney deployed to Vietnam in February 1969, as a 
member of Tracker Platoon. He served in that position 
until he was returned to Australia, at the end of his enlist-
ment, in August of that year. 
Barney’s Funeral was held graveside, at the Warren 
Cemetery at 10.30hrs on Tuesday 2 November.  

GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND 
The Soldiers Medallion Badge is issued with the Soldiers 
Medallion for Exemplary Service (SMES). Once award-
ed, the SMES Badge can be worn by all ranks. The 
Badge is worn on the right above the pocket, AIRN 
Badge and unit citations, on shirts and jackets.  

The Soldiers’ Medallion for Exemplary Service 
recognises those soldiers of the Australian Army of the 
rank of corporal (E) and below, who have demonstrated 
exemplary service well above that expected of soldiers in 
the performance of their duties in the past 12 months, or 
for noteworthy service over a number of years. 
Four members of 5 RAR have just been awarded the 
SMES, They are; CPL J Gale, CPL C Jose, CPL M 
Wheeler and PTE S Russell. We offer congratulations to 
these four soldiers. 

FROM THE BATTALION -  Cont. 

LOGISTICS COMPANY - Cont. 

SO 1 CSSB but will certainly be sorely missed. To every-
one else who is departing, thank-you for Esprit de Corps 
and dedication to the Tiger Battalion. Always felt, rarely 
heard, you will be remembered. 
To all those hard-hitting soldiers and officers that remain, 
keep up the good fight. Always seek excellence in your 
trades and in competition. 

2IC Log Coy 
Captain Alexander Baldry 

(Continued from page 7) 
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5410806 ROBERT GEORGE ARMITAGE BEM 
14 April 1940 - 1 October 2021 

WO2 Robert ‘Bob’ Armitage died at 
home on the evening of 1 October, 
he had been stoically enduring multi-
ple conditions over an extended peri-
od of time. 
Bob first deployed to Vietnam with 11 
Pl D Coy in May 1966 as Pl SGT, 
returning to Australia with the Battal-
ion in 1967. During this tour he was 

awarded the British Empire Medal, a Commendation for 
Distinguished Service and was Mentioned in Despatches. 
Bob returned to Vietnam as CSM of A Coy in January 
1969, completing the tour. Bob served as RSM of 5 RAR 
in 1970. He also served in 1 RAR, 2 RAR, 4 RAR and WA 
Uni Regt, retiring in 1978 with the rank of WO1.  
A Funeral Service was held for Bob at The Fremantle 
Cemetery on Thursday 14 October (see page 13). 

2782560 BRIAN JAMES CORK 
27 January 1945 - 26 July 2021 

PTE Brian ‘Corky’ Cork, late of Ballina NSW, 
passed away in St Vincent’s Private Hos-

pital, Palliative Care unit in Brisbane 
where he had been for some time. 
Brain was conscripted into the Nation-
al Service scheme in 1965, he com-
pleted his recruit training at 1 RTB, Ka-

pooka, and Corps training with 7 RAR. 
In September 1966 he was transferred to 

the Infantry Centre (Reinforcement Wing). He deployed to 
South Vietnam on 19 November 1966, joining 1 ARU for 
ten days and was then posted to 3 Platoon Alpha Compa-
ny 5 RAR on 30 November of that year. He returned to 
Australia with the Battalion, arriving in Sydney on 12 May 
1967. Brian completed his service in September 1967. 
Brian was cremated in a private ceremony by Parkview 
Funeral Home.  

61859 DENNIS FRANCIS COLEMAN 
14 July 1949 - 22 October 2021 

LCPL Dennis ‘Sluggo’ Coleman died 
in Dubbo Hospital on Friday 22 Octo-
ber, just two weeks after being told he 
had from 2 to 24 months left, due to 
an extensive invasion of cancer. 
Dennis deployed to South Vietnam 
with the Battalion on 8 February 
1969, serving as a of member 7 Sec-
tion, 12 Platoon, D Company. He 
started the tour as a Private and later was promoted to 
Lance Corporal section 2IC of 8 Section. He was wound-
ed on 15 June of that year in the Dat Do mine incident. 
Dennis returned to Australia aboard HMAS Sydney on 5 
March 1970. He was a unique character, enthusiastic, 
spontaneous and at times apt to attract the wrath of a 
platoon sergeant, but it never dampened his spirit.  
A private cremation was held by his family. 

39669 WILLIAM ARTHUR CAMERON 
27 October 1945 - 25 October 2021 

PTE William ‘Billy’ Cameron  succumbed 
to prolonged and chronic  health prob-
lems while in care at Heyfield, Victoria, on 
Monday 25 October. 
On 8 February 1969, the battalion board-
ed HMAS Sydney and deployed to South 
Vietnam. Amongst the men proceeding to 
that conflict was Billy Cameron, one of the 
diggers in 12 Platoon, D Company. He 
served with 12 Platoon for the full tour, 

returning to Australia, again aboard HMAS Sydney, with the 
Battalion on 5 March 1970.  

Billy was a cheerful deep thinker, didn’t always have a lot 
to say but certainly worth listening to if he did. He was a 
most valued and well regarded member of the team. 
It was Billy’s wish that there be no funeral service held for 
him and the family complied with this.  

2789730 VINCENT FALLINS 
10 September 1947 - 1 February 2021 

We have belatedly been advised that 
PTE Vincent ‘Vince’ Fallins died on 
Monday 1 February 2021, on the Sun-
shine Coast of Queensland. His death 
was caused by leukaemia or a similar 
disease. 
Vince served with 2 Section, 1 Pla-
toon, A Company as a rifleman. He 
deployed to South Vietnam with the 
Battalion, aboard HMAS Sydney, on 8 February 1969. He 
completed the tour with that section and returned to Aus-
tralia, again aboard HMAS Sydney, on 5 March 1970.  
Funeral details were not known to the 5 RAR Association. 

IN MEMORIAM - Cont. 

 

QLD BRAVO GET-TOGETHER 
A gathering of B Company lads from the second tour 
1969 was held at Dave and Linda Thompson’s place on 
Sunday 26th September, on the Gold Coast. 

From the left are John ‘Blue’ Pascoe, Steve Mackie, John 
Chambers, Dave Thompson, Ken Davis, Bernie ‘Blue’ 
Shea, Kerry ‘Doc’ Owen, Scott Keen (a Navy ring-in), 
Mick ‘Gundy’ Manning and Doug McKeller. 
A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by all with a minimum 
of tales told.  

Kerry ‘Doc’ Owen 

 



10 

FIRST MEETING 
On Wednesday 10 November, Rod May (D Coy) and my-
self got together for the first time, even though we had 
both served for the full period of 5 RAR’s 1966-67 Vi-
etnam Tour. 
Rod, from Western Australia, was visiting family in 
Queensland and his daughter, Deb, bought him to the 
Gold Coast from her home in Toowong, Brisbane. He 
wanted to give me his collection of Vietnam era photo-
graphs, which I greatly appreciated.  
Rod, Deb, my wife Carol and I enjoyed some very pleas-
ant conversation and a delicious lunch at the Robina Pa-
vilion. 

Rod May and Gary Townsend at lunch. 

AN INFANTRY PLATOON IN SUPPORT OF  
MENTOR BASED OPERATIONS 

tion providing fire support to a patrol while another provid-
ed security to a sniper team - both elements separated by 
a number of kilometres as well as complex terrain. 
In conclusion, the Force Protection Platoon is playing an 
essential part in the conduct of mentoring operations in 
Deh Rawud and more broadly Uruzgan province. The 
platoon’s presence continues to act as an essential 
‘enabler’ for mentored call signs that would otherwise 
have limited support in hostile areas, and we provide a 
reliable commander’s ‘reserve’ that allows for successful 
and safe missions within the Combat Team Charlie area 
of operations. We ensure that the soldiers of Charlie 
Company 5 RAR (the Deh Rawud Jackals) never fight 
alone. 

LT David J. Neal 
OC FPP CT-3, MTF-2, 2010 

I am currently a platoon commander operating in Deh 
Rawud, Oruzgan province, Afghanistan. My platoon is 
labelled as the Force Protection Platoon (FPP) and we 
are part of Combat Team Charlie (CT-C), Mentoring Task 
Force Two (MTF2). The platoon is a conventional struc-
ture with three sections and a platoon headquarters, and 
we have our own crew commanders and drivers for the 
Protective Mobility Vehicles (PMV’s) that we drive around 
our area of operations. Of course I also have forward ob-
servers, engineers and cavalry attached depending on 
the operation. To date the Force Protection Platoon has 
been involved in every major action by CT-C, from 
fighting patrols to battalion minus clearance tasks. 

In certain cases the Force Protection Platoon has be-
come deeply involved in the contacts normally initiated by 
our Afghan/Australian mentoring patrols; adopting the 
lead in assaults and the rear call sign in fighting withdraw-
als. The Force Protection Platoon has also been involved 
in a number of un-partnered missions. These have includ-
ed: Quick Reaction Force tasks (QRF), detainee han-
dling, convoy escort, and patrol base security. As the 
QRF we have responded to short notice incidents such as 
Improvised Explosive Device (IED) finds, IED detonations 
against Afghan National Army (ANA) or Australian pa-
trols, civilian casualty events, and damaged vehicle re-

covery. 
In addition to operating as a complete call sign, the pla-
toon has encountered situations that have required it to 
detach sections from its structure so we could bolster the 
Australian presence within higher risk mentored patrols. 
At times it has not been uncommon for the platoon to be 
dispersed around the entire battlefield supporting a multi-
tude of different tasks. On one occasion we had one sec-

Force Protection Platoon preparing it’s vehicles in order to support 
an upcoming mentored patrol. The vehicles seen in this picture 
were later used to provide ammunition to a mentored patrol en-
gaged in heavy and sustained contact with insurgents 

Soldiers from the Force Protection Platoon defending the extremi-
ties of a base rebuild. ANA forces were also used as part of this 
defensive plan. 

Force Protection Platoon providing fire support with 2 x 84mm Karl 
Gustav, in support of a mentored fighting patrol. 
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ONCE WE WERE SOLDIERS 
(From the archives) 

There is something important in the training of young 
soldiers if a military unit is to be successful in war and 
indeed critical in relation to the three fighting corps. In 
regard to the Infantry, an 'Esprit De Corps' or a fierce 
loyalty to a unit, a pride in its history, battle flags etc. is 
the cement that holds the battalions'―companies, down 
to platoons, sections together against the 'tide of war'. 
This!―In the case of the Australian Army in Vietnam, 
developed into an élan as the soldiers out-fought their 
opponents in the field and measured themselves not 
only against the VC and NVA, but also against the per-
formances of their Allies and came to understand their 
worth. 
The Vietnam veterans on their return found anger, re-
sentment and indifference. They were the generation 
that had gone through a school system in the 1950s that 
inoculated with daily doses of the Anzac superiority 
myth. How was it possible not to be damaged by the 
sheer injustice of it! And this, I believe, driven and nur-
tured only by political expediency. They were too young 
to know then―that to fight for your country today and be 
stoned tomorrow, is and always was, the price of democ-
racy. Resentment descended into deep disillusionment 
as they watched in the 1970s, the irresponsible destruc-
tion of that army as the national servicemen were told to 
go home. 
Those in the service at that time tell how millions of dol-
lars’ worth of equipment were lost as stores were aban-
doned, stolen or misplaced, as this organisation that 
they had been taught, and indeed had a right to be 
proud of, was gutted! And thus to depression. It was that 
Esprit De Corps you see ― once implanted, you break 
the heart of a soldier if you destroy it. But despite, or 
perhaps because of this, there is still enough pride still 
within my broken heart to say: 
"When in their company, I was in the 5th―I was a Tiger!" 

Bob Cavill 
C Company/Assault Pioneers, 1966-67  

‘FRED’ 

A TIGER IS REBORN 
The previous edition of Tiger Tales showed a photograph 
of the Greenhalgh Tiger which was in need of some seri-
ous repair. Brian Budden who visited the battalion in June 
for Binh Ba anniversary activities offered to undertake this 
“surgery” in the same way as he had done previously for 
the Warr Tiger and the Khan Tiger. These tigers and oth-
ers were presented by the battalion’s early benefactor, 
Bill Brennan Esquire in honour of commanding officers of 
5 RAR since formation and then 5/7 RAR until his pass-
ing in the early 1980’s. 
The Greenhalgh Tiger is important to the tiger’s history as 
it represents the linking of 5 RAR and 7 RAR on 3 De-
cember 1973 to form the 5/7th Battalion. Paul Greenhalgh 
has a strong link to all three battalions. He commanded D 
Coy 5 RAR throughout the first tour of Vietnam, he was 
the last Commanding Officer of 7 RAR and the inaugural 
Commanding Officer of 5/7 RAR at linking. The wording 
on the plaque highlights the linking of the battalions. 

These before and after photos show the result of Brian’s 
painstaking and dedicated work. The damage to the tiger 
was greater than first anticipated and a number of pins 
had to be inserted in various places to provide strength to 
the body. Brian’s meticulous work has now returned this 
valuable piece of history to a quality condition for display. 
It has been returned to the battalion and will join the col-
lection of Brennan era tigers in the display case at BHQ. 

The Field Ration Eating Device (F.R.E.D. or FRED) is a 
small device which serves as a combination of a can 
opener, a bottle opener, and a spoon. Introduced around 
1943, it is issued to the Australian Defence Force in its 
CR1M ration packs.  
The can opener is very similar in design to the US military 
P-38 can opener.  

As 5 RAR has custody of 5/7 RAR memorabilia, it is ap-
propriate that this tiger remains with the battalion in Dar-
win. As well, due to its historical connection to both 7 
RAR and 5/7 RAR both sister battalions and their respec-
tive associations have been provided with photos of the 
restored tiger. Paul Greenhalgh is delighted with the out-
come and has personally thanked “Dr” Budden for his 
surgical efforts. 



12 CHRISTMAS 1966 - B COMPANY 

Q. When was the Imperial Camel Corps 
formed? 

A. January 1916.  

 

The 5 RAR Christmas Dinner Menu (shown above) was 
produced for Christmas 1966 at Ap An Phu. Bravo Com-
pany did not get our Christmas Dinner on Christmas Day, 
as we were sent out on a four day patrol early in the after-
noon of Christmas Day.  
We had a very wild Christmas Eve in the VILE INN - con-
tinuing on with sentry duties and sleep.  
On Christmas morning, 6 Platoon were served Irish-
Coffee and Cheese on toast for breakfast, in our camp 
stretchers and beds, in our tents by 2LT Ted Pott and 
CPL Geoff Luck (acting Platoon SGT).  

From then until 10.00hrs the beer flowed, and we were 
the same as the rest of the battalion.  
Suddenly at 10.00hrs, the VILE INN was closed, no more 
beer was made available, and we were told we were to 
get a lecture by CAPT O'Neill (Intelligence Officer) at 
11.00hrs.  
CAPT O'Neill set up a lectern, near the western side of 
the Q Store, with maps on it. The lecture to the whole 
company commenced at 11.00hrs, with CAPT O'Neill first 
giving us details from the first map of, I think about how 
things were happening in 3 Corps. Things were made 
pretty rowdy by some members of the company during 
this part of the lecture.  
Then he turned over to the next map - it was Phuoc Tuy 
and to the west, and slightly north-west of 1 ATF, and he 
told us we would be going out after lunch.  
The whole company now listened very intently to CAPT 
O'Neill as he explained to us what we were to look for. 
Directly after the lecture, B Company prepared to go out 
on Christmas Day.  
Once packed and ready we were given an ordinary lunch. 
At approximately 13.30hrs Christmas Day, the whole of B 
Company in single file passed the Company Clerk, and 
with the red ribbon in our hats walked along past C Com-
pany and Battalion HQ (LTCOL Warr and others standing 
in front of Battalion HQ watching). Then we turned left 
down the road to the Battalion's entrance where we were 
met by APCs, eight field engineers, and the Public Rela-
tions photographer SGT Michael Coleridge.  
Boarding the carriers, out we went. 

So, Bravo Company had their Christmas Dinner on 29 
December 1966.  
I appear to have been a bit of a grub during the meal as 
there is Cranberry Sauce spilled on the Menu. 

Ross Wood 
6 Platoon 1966-67  

CO’s MESSAGE READS 
This Christmas we find ourselves in a foreign country far 
from our families at a time when our thoughts turn more 
often to home. 
At this time therefore we should strive more than ever to 
live by our Christian principals as expected by our fami-
lies. Let us be guided by these principals in all our deal-
ings with the Vietnamese people and so indicate to them 
positively that our way of life is not only sound and peace-
loving but is also a more than adequate alternative to 
Communism. 

J. A. Warr 
Lt Col 
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GALLANTRY AWARDED 
In this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours list, CPL Mitchell 
‘Mitch’ Howden was awarded a Commendation for Gal-
lantry, for his actions at Camp Taji in Iraq in 2020. 
The award was presented by the Northern Territory Ad-
ministrator, The Honourable Vicki O’Halloran, on behalf of 
the Governor General of Australia on 10 September. 

The Citation for this award is as follows:  
Corporal Mitchell Jon HOWDEN, NT 
For acts of gallantry in action while a Section Commander 
in the Quick Reaction Force Platoon, Task Group Taji X, 
Iraq on 11 March 2020. 
During the aftermath of a large indirect fire attack on 
Camp Taji, Corporal Howden displayed bravery of the 
highest order, exemplary leadership and a disregard for 
his own safety by entering a burning building containing 
suspected unexploded ordinance. Corporal Howden led 
several searches, inspiring his men to follow him, which 
resulted in the rescue of two contractors who were inca-
pacitated through injury. His gallant actions and inspira-
tional leadership when faced with extreme danger saved 
several Coalition lives.  

The Hon, Vicki O’Halloran AO and CPL Mitch Howden following the 
presentation  at the Administrator's Office. 

A FINAL FAREWELL 
On Thursday 14 October 2021 at Fremantle Cemetery, 
we farewelled Bob Armitage with an honour guard of 30 
members of 5 RAR here in WA. 
This was a testament of the esteem Bob was held in, we 
are saddened by his loss and the influence he had over 
so many years, both in his military and civilian careers. 
Undoubtedly, Bob was a leader rising to the rank of War-
rant Officer Class 1, served two tours of Vietnam with 5 
RAR and as Platoon Sergeant of 11 Platoon for some six 
months held the position of Platoon Commander during 
his first tour.  For this he was cited three times for his 
leadership.  A remarkable achievement.  Bob was later to 
become the RSM of the Battalion.  He was also a leader 
when it came to leading men into mischief, especially 
when it was necessary to find a solution to problems that 
may have arisen during times of socialising. 
Bob was a devoted family man having married Jan at a 
young age, they spent many happy years together and 
Jan always remained the love of his life. His love of family 
and people in general was most evident during the eulo-
gies given by his son Rob and other members of the fami-
ly along with two of his grandchildren, where each spoke 
of his love and guidance that they received whilst growing 
up. 
Bob will be sadly missed but his presence will remain with 
us always as stories are told and retold, with Bob at the 
centre of them all.  Rest peacefully Bob, having done your 
duty and putting Duty First. 

Ray Ward 
Some of the 30 member Honour Guard, prior to Bob’s coffin entering the chapel. 

At Nui Dat in late 1966, during a D Coy SNCO work party, 
SGT ‘Mac’ McAlister is inviting SGT Bob Armitage to 
demonstrate the advice he had been generously giving 
on the subject of mixing concrete by hand. Toiling away in 
the background are SGT Bob Mosman and SSGT Mick 
Owens. 

Ron Boxall 
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Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for  5 
RAR Association, by The Pack Factory, 
169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, 
NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth, the principal of 
The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 
1969-70 tour of South Vietnam. 

SUNSHINE COAST 18 AUGUST 
Kev Butcher and Max Morrow attended an ‘unofficial ser-
vice and get-together’ at Maroochydore on Vietnam Vet-
erans Day.  

They are holding inscribed mugs presented to them by a 
group of Vietnamese, including veterans, who came from 
Brisbane to attend. The official events were cancelled due 
to COVID-19 restrictions.  

SPECIAL HISTORY OF ICONIC 
SKIPPY BADGE 

Many have laboured over it, polishing it with Brasso, and 
some even have it tattooed on their bodies. 
The Skippy badge of the RAR is an iconic and much-
loved emblem almost as old as the regiment itself. 

While battalions 
trace their history to 
65, 66 and 67 Bat-
talions of 34 
Australian Infantry 
Bde, the RAR was 
borne from Army's 
need to create a 
regular infantry 
force following 
WWII. 
It's about this time, 
while carrying out 
occupation duties in 
Japan, that the first 
use of the Skippy 
badge was seen. 
The book, ‘Duty 

First: A History of the Royal Australian Regiment’ by 
David Horner, is the main resource on the subject. 
In 1949, having been granted the royal prefix, the RAR 
needed a regimental badge. 
The Director of Infantry called for ideas for a regimental 
badge and the 1 RAR design was submitted. 
The design was credited to SGT E. J. O'Sullivan of 1 
RAR's intelligence section. 
It was a combination of many suggestions and featured a 
Kangaroo, boomerang, wattle wreath, .303 Lee Enfield 
crossed rifles and crown. 
The King's Crown, or the Tudor Crown, originally featured 
but was changed to St Edward's Crown after Queen 
Elizabeth was coronated in 1952. 
The motto ‘DUTY FIRST’ was attributed to 1 RAR officer 
MAJ K. B. Thomas. 
In 1950, 3 RAR pioneer platoon, stationed in Japan and 
preparing for their next deployment in Korea, cast four 
large Skippy badges out of spent bass casings - one for 
each of the original battalions of 34 Bde, the newly 
appointed 1, 2 and 3 RAR and one for infantry brigade 
headquarters. 
Soldiers started wearing the badge on their slouch hats in 
1954. Replacing the rising sun, 2 RAR were issued with 
the new emblem while in Korea. 
Battalions that formed later were presented with large 
badges. 
The four original badges - featuring the King's Crown - 
are mounted out the front of 1, 2, 3 RAR and Depot 
company Singleton. 

Pte Jacob Joseph 
ARMY News issue 1497 

The RAR Skippy badge displayed at the 
entrance to D Company at the School of 
Infantry at the Singleton Military Area.          
Photo: SGT S. Beurich  

Last year our PNG Defence Force-Kumul Karim partners 
came to Australia’s aid during the Black Summer bush-
fires, standing shoulder-to-shoulder with our ADF and 
emergency services in our time of need. 
In a show of thanks, 99 PNGDF personnel of Kumul 
Force 17 were awarded the Chief of the Defence Force 
Commendation for their exemplary devotion to duty, com-
mitment, dedication and friendship on Operation Bushfire 
Assist. 
Commander 1st Division MAJGEN Jake Ellwood (our co-
Patron) proudly presented their commendations during a 
visit to PNG. 

Jake during the presentation ceremony in PNG. 
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the boys not knowing what they were so to a degree, I 
had some of my own back. 
I still don’t know whatever happened to those bed pans 
but it’s one of those memories I’ve retained ever since. 

John ‘Skin’ Skinner 
12 Pl, D Coy 1969-70 

We never walked on tracks. 
It was a lesson I’d already learnt be-
fore I joined 12 Platoon, 5 RAR, in the 
Long Green in April, 1969. 
There had already been some people 
hurt in ‘booby traps’ out there and our 
forward scouts made sure no-one 
from our platoon joined the list, but for 
most of the time, I could see the track 
and this day, it led right into a small bunker system. 
It had already been abandoned, they (Charlie) knew we 
were in the vicinity and weren’t about to be caught. None-
the-less, they weren’t all that far ahead of us because this 
bunker system was full of rice and all sorts of other goods, 
including what some thought were the makings of more 
booby traps. 
Now since the ‘monkey in the tree’ business (see ‘Monkey 
Business, Tiger Tales issue 39, April 2015) when I’d been 
scared half to death when I was sure this ‘man’ was right 
there to jump on me, the boys had given me a bit of a 
puzzling, not that I minded all that much, I was just waiting 
for someone else to make a fool of themselves so I could 
get out of the ‘heat.’ 
And this was the day. 
I was among those who were set up around these bun-
kers in defensive roles to ensure we weren’t walked in on 
while about a half-section of ours set about destroying the 
bunkers and all their contents – except for these slightly 
elongated stainless steel things which were larger than a 
big dinner plate with curled up sides around all but one 
small section. 
I remember our boys trying to work out what they were 
and all anyone could think of was a base-plate for some 
sort of mine or booby trap. 
The theories were extensive and the ‘booby-trap’ base 
had the strongest support but no-one knew exactly what 
they were until it was my turn to become involved and I 
immediately recognised these 30 or 40 items as bed 
pans. 
A bed pan, as many of you would now know, is used for 

hospital patients unable to 
leave their beds and is in 

effect, a portable toilet. A 
platoon of young blokes 
from all walks of life how-
ever, and most of whom 

had never been in hospital 
for more than a few stitches, 

had no idea what they were. 
What they were doing way out in a 

bunker in the Long Green still has 
me beaten but that’s what they were. 
How did I know? 
Well, back in June, 1967, I had been accidently shot in 
the thigh when six weeks through my infantry training at 
Ingleburn which meant I had 12 weeks in traction in Con-
cord Repatriation Hospital and using one of these damn 
things was perhaps the worst part of being bed-bound. 
Now, being the ‘know-all,’ it was my turn to gloat about 

NOTICES 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,  
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.   

07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 

5 RAR DARWIN VISITS PROCEDURE 
If you are going to Darwin and would like to visit the 
Museum, please email 5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au 
with your available dates and one of the team will get 
back to you with arrangements.  
The Battalion will strive to arrange security require-
ments, if it is at all possible, to suit your travel time 
frame for you to visit Binh Ba Lines and the Museum. 

B COMPANY 1966-67 REUNION 
The annual 5RAR, B Company (Errol Noack Anniver-
sary) reunion for 2022 is planned for Tuesday, 24 May 
with lunch at Hamilton Hotel, Kingsford Smith Drive, 
Brisbane. An informal get-together is planned for the 
evening prior, 23 May at a venue to be advised. Ac-
commodation options around include Hamilton Motor 
Inn next door. 
The venue is close to the airport and near the river 
and City Cat (ferry) terminal to and from the city, etc. 
By road, it is not far from the Gateway Motorway 
(M1). 
RSVPs are requested to kerrywhite2017@gmail.com 
by 26 January. 

 

John Skinner 

 

B COMPANY 1969-70 REUNION  
A Reunion for B Company (1969-70) is being organ-
ised over the next Anzac Day period  from 23 April - 
28 April 2022. It will be held in the Margaret River ar-
ea of Western Australia.  
If anybody has any immediate enquires please con-
tact either Leonie 0428 315 027 or Wally Sanday 0488 
053 113 or email them at billnleonie@yahoo.com.au  

D COY 1969-70 – NEXT REUNION? 
D Coy 2nd Tour is attempting to plan a next reunion, 
pending on COVID-19 in the next 12 months to 2 
years. We currently have  options for Perth/Busselton 
if in the west, or Wauchope/Port Macquarie in the 
east. Timing possibilities are 5-7 June 2022, fall back 
option to 17-19 August 2022, failing these options 
plan is to defer until 5-7 June 2023. For more infor-
mation, please contact Bob Fenwick 0417 471 172 or 
sendfenwick@bigpond.com  
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DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National 
Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any 
errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss 
or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of 
information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they 
warrant that articles or opinions published in this news-
letter are necessarily the opinions held by the Associa-
tion, the National Committee or the Editor. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA REPORT 
18 August this year the 5 RAR Committee WA Branch 
decided to travel to Mandurah to support our members 
who live down south and always travel up to Perth for the 
Vietnam Veterans Day service. 
Due to the huge cost to arrange a march through the 
streets of Mandurah and  Covid restrictions the Mandurah 
RSL just holds a service at the Mandurah Memorial, but 
again everything had to change a few days before the 
service due to heavy rain on the day. It was decided to 
hold the service and laying of wreaths at the Mandurah 
RSL. 
It was a great service, and enjoyed by all, the Committee 
did themselves proud with all the changes and the great 
turnout by so many Veterans and wives. 
Two of our popular members were missing, Bob Armitage 
and Ken Benson could not make it. 

Lionel Morris was there even though he was going into 
hospital the next week for major , we wish him well. 
Mandurah RSL put on a superb buffet lunch for everyone 
at $5 per person, again organized by Lionel Morris - well 
done mate. Also attending was Bill Hunt, Peter Arm-
strong, Ray Ward, Bruce Prior, Mike Nettleton, Darryl 
Lovell, Peter Guyatt, Terry Gott and Terry Major. 
It was a best day and enjoyed by all, lots of stories most 
cannot remember if they were true or not or hear the con-
versation due to lack of hearing aids but it was good to 
catch up with great mates and fellow Tigers. 
We must be getting old as the place was nearly empty at 
15:00hrs and everyone headed off home. Marian and I 
spent 2 nights in Mandurah and then went home. 

Alan McNulty 

Bill Hunt, Alan McNulty, Lionel Morris, Peter Guyatt, Darryl Lovell, 
Bruce Prior and Terry Gott at Mandurah on 18 August.  

HELP WANTED 
This is a message to any 5 RAR personnel, who served in 
Vietnam or Korea and had a childhood connection with 
the St. Joseph's Home for boys, Humphreys Road, South 
Kincumber, on the central coast of NSW. 
The home is looking for ex-home boys, who served in 
Korea or Vietnam. They want to erect an "Honour Board", 
for all who served. If you know of anybody from other 
units or Services personnel, please pass this message on 
to them. 
The contact number is, Paul Salmon (02) 4381 1335, or 
email salavoca@hotmail.com 

Bob Raper  
D Coy 1969-1970 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY UH-1 HUEY! 
On 20 October 1956, 65 years ago, Bell Chief Pilot Floyd 
Carlson and Chief Experimental Test Pilot Elton Smith 
made the maiden flight of the prototype UH-1 “Huey” at 
Hurst, Texas. The Huey became a symbol of American 
involvement in Vietnam, and as a result, became one of 
the most recognized helicopters in the world. 

A Huey wearing the colours of the US Army 25th Infantry Division.  

A Digger of B Company negotiating a crossing over a 
deep and swiftly flowing creek. In the wet season the men 
were continually wet for days, sometimes weeks on end 
and this would cause the flesh to peel from your feet and 
you would frequently break out in sores.  
You counted yourself lucky if you could cross a stream on 
a fallen log. To wade across would assure you of picking 
up unwanted hitch hikers in the form of blood-sucking 
leeches as thick as your thumb and difficult to remove.  

CREEK CROSSING 2ND TOUR 



Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, or, email this 
form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Bank details: Account name: 5 RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc: 

Membership       1 March 2020 - 28 February 2023           $50.00 
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Cost 
Vietnam Vanguard (See Below) M $   55     
Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting) M  $   35      
The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3) L  $   65      
Honour Roll  M  $   35      
Caps  L  $   25      
Ties S  $   30      
Lapel Badges 20x13mm S  $    6      
TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm S  $   20      
5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm M  $   50      
Car Stickers       

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round S  $    5      
T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      
5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons S  $    5      
T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN S  $    5     
Membership Dues (3 Year Period)   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 

Remit this form and payment due to: 

The Secretary 
5 RAR Association 
P O Box 698 
CARINGBAH NSW 1495  

Joining/Renewing Membership  

Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 

Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025 
President  Vice President  Secretary/Memorabilia Officer Treasurer 
David French VACANT Geoff Pearson LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM 
  Ph:  02 9524 3561  Ph:  07 4128 4097 
Mob:  0401 910 079  Mob:  0417 223 001  Mob:  0408 085 337 
president@5rar.asn.au   secretary@5rar.asn.au treasurer@5rar.asn.au 
Membership Officer/TT's Editor Webmaster  Committee Member Committee Member 
Gary Townsend Ted Harrison Brian Budden SGT Chris Hayden 
Ph:  07 5594 4780    
Mob:  0412 767 975 Mob:  0403 907 775 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob:  0407 470 919 
garyt.5rar@gmail.com webmaster@5rar.asn.au krikse2@hotmail.com hayds81@yahoo.com.au  
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
Terry James Geoffrey Luck OAM Barry Ruttle MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM 
 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph:  02 9605 5841 
Mob:  0414 600 518 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0412 432 464 
terryj699@gmail.com  geoff.luck@bigpond.com  bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au blues5@iprimus.com.au 

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
ACT Representative NSW Representative QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
David French Barry Ruttle Vince Feenstra Mo Hancock OAM 
 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 07 3824 3410 Ph:  08 8556 2732 
Mob:  0401 910 079 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob: 0427 341 515 Mob: 0414 566 212 
president@5rar.asn.au  bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au wfeenstra@bigpond.com moswhan@bigpond.net.au 
 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  Kevin Mulligan Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6427 8257   

  Mob:  0417 373 024 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  tasrep@5rar.asn.au doug.bishop@internode.on.net  warep@5rar.asn.au 

Current at 1 December 2021 

The Association has limited stock of ‘Vietnam Vanguard’ or it is available on the ANU Press website at:  
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard  


