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25 APRIL 1915

The landing of ANZAC troops at what would become
known as Anzac Cove was simple enough in its conception. A covering force of 4,000 men from the 1st Australian Division would land in three successive waves on a
front of 2,000 yards on the Gallipoli peninsula slightly
north of Gaba Tepe.
The men would then fan out across country; the three
waves heading for Chunuk Bair in the north, Scrubb Knoll
to the east, and Gaba Tepe itself to the south. Having
secured these three strategic positions, the main body of
men, landing shortly afterwards, would then be able to
advance easily towards the main objectives of Mal Tepe
and Maidos further to the east.
So much for the plan. What actually happened was that
the ANZACs, due to poor navigation, landed two kilometres farther north than was originally intended. Instead of
having to deal with a relatively straightforward assault
across low sand-banks, they found themselves faced with
sheer sandstone cliffs. In actual fact, it was not the disaster it might have been.
It was the men of the Australian 3rd Brigade; two companies each of the 9th (Queensland), 10th (South Australian)
and 11th (West Australian) Battalions who were the first
ashore at Anzac Cove. Leaving their ships they'd been
towed towards the shore in boats and then rowed the final
few hundred yards, the Turkish defenders opening fire as
the first men leapt ashore.
Nevertheless, unlike the assault by British forces at Cape
Helles further south, the vast majority of ANZACs managed to land in one piece and make their way to the relative shelter of the cliff faces. Here, they could re-group
and then, undaunted, begin their steady hack through the
scrub and up the cliffs. Nor, for the most part, was their
climb impeded. Strong opposition from a defensive outpost known as Fisherman's Hut, to the north, virtually destroyed a landing attempt there, but by 6am on the 25th
the men who'd climbed the cliffs at Anzac Cove were in
possession of the First Ridge and advancing towards the
Second. An hour later, some of the men had even got as
far as Legge Valley and the Third Ridge but it was here
that the advance, so promising until that point, was halted
by the Turkish 27th Regiment.
And while the advance parties of men were first held and
then steadily pushed back towards the cliffs by Turkish
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defenders, a Turkish artillery battery behind Gaba Tepe
started to shell Anzac Cove. By mid-morning, over 8,000
Australian and New Zealand troops had landed on Gallipoli but there had also been fierce fighting, much of it
handhand-to-hand on the ridges above the beaches. Positions initially taken by ANZAC forces were re-taken by
Turkish re-enforcements and, as always seemed to be
the case in the First World War, it was the enemy who
ultimately commanded the heights. In this case firing
down on their exposed enemy with its backs to the
beaches.
Casualties
The Australian War Memorial website estimates that total
ANZAC casualties on the first day amounted to around
2,000 with nearly a third of these killed or missing. By
First World War standards, it could be argued that this
was light. Nevertheless, it was a sharp awakening for the
men from Australia and New Zealand; more so for their
loved ones back home. Many of the men killed on the
plateau on that first day's fighting were never recovered.

ASSOCIATION FOOTNOTE
The 5th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force (our original
predecessor Battalion), was among the first infantry units
raised for the AIF during the First World War. Like the 6th,
7th and 8th Battalions it was recruited from Victoria and,
together with these battalions, formed the 2nd Brigade.
The battalion was raised within a fortnight of the declaration of war in August 1914 and embarked just two months
later. After a brief stop in Albany, Western Australia, the
battalion proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December.
It later took part in the ANZAC landing, at Gallipoli, on 25
April 1915, as part of the second wave. It was led by Lieutenant Colonel D. S. Wanliss, the officer who had raised
the battalion.
Ten days after the landing the 2nd Brigade was transferred from ANZAC to Cape Helles to help in the attack
on the village of Krithia. The attack captured little ground
but cost the brigade almost a third of its strength. The
Victorian battalions' forming the 2nd Brigade returned to
ANZAC to help defend the beachhead, and in August the
2nd Brigade fought at the battle of Lone Pine. The battalion then served at Gallipoli until the evacuation in December.

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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FROM THE BATTALION

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I thank LTCOL Gordon and his sub-units for their input to
this edition. It makes interesting reading for our older veterans and it is encouraging to see the emphasis being
placed on junior leader training. Sections are the backbone of a battalion and on my visits to Darwin, I remain
highly impressed with the quality of our junior NCO's. The
importance of this is recognised by our Associations annual award of the Warr-Khan Trophy to the most outstanding junior leader.
I am occasionally asked why A Coy is not one of the three
rifle companies of the battalion - so a quick history lesson.
With the end of the Vietnam War, the cessation of national service and a reduction in Army strength, all RAR battalions were reduced to three rifle companies. In December 1973 when 5 RAR and 7 RAR linked to form 5/7 RAR,
the first CO of 5/7 RAR, COL Paul Greenhalgh (who had
been CO 7 RAR) had given thought to the new structure. Paul had commanded D Coy 5 RAR throughout the
tigers first tour of Vietnam and he determined that D Coy
would remain as a rifle company. Hence, A Coy was to be
disestablished.
However, A Coy did exist for several months from the
time of linking and comprised the many experienced officers, warrant officers and NCO's from both battalions who
were to be re-posted or had elected discharge. I was appointed as OC A Coy having also transferred from 7 RAR
with Paul. It had a strength of over 220 and we conducted
leadership courses for many units, ran trials for the Army,
trained C Coy for deployment to Butterworth and many
other tasks. After A Coy was gradually reduced in
strength and disbanded, I became battalion 2IC. Bravo,
Charlie and Delta Companies remained throughout the 33
years of 5/7 RAR and then with 5 RAR after unlinking in
December 2006.
There are several coming activities that you might like to
note in your diaries. You will see in the adjacent comments from LTCOL Gordon that the battalion will be conducting activities in Darwin on 6 June to coincide with the
49th anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba. Association
members are invited to attend. You must advise 5RAR of
your intention - contact details are in the CO's article.
We do not yet have formal notification of a national ceremony for the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba in
2019 but it is likely to be in Canberra and similar to the
40th anniversary. The battalion's support for this commemoration is not known due to possible commitments
as the Army's Ready Battle Group at that time.
On 23 November this year, the Regiment will celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the formation of the RAR. A national ceremony including the Colours of all battalions will
be held at the AWM in Canberra on that day. There will
also be a combined RAR Association/RAR Foundation
dinner. Your committee is considering holding our 2018
Association AGM in Canberra at the same time with a
separate function for 5 RAR members. We will advise
further details when known.
On this coming Anzac Day, I invite you all to spare a moment to remember our fellow tigers who have fallen in war
and those who have left our ranks in more recent times.
Roger Wainwright

CO 5 RAR REPORT
I am truly humbled to be writing
my first submission for Tiger Tales. It is an honour and privilege
to serve in a Battalion so full of
fantastic soldiers and with such a
wonderful history. The strength of
the 5 RAR Association is formidable and I look forward to working
closely as we approach the 50th
Anniversary of the Battle of Binh
Ba in 2019.

LTCOL Travis Gordon

Firstly, I would like to thank LTCOL Paul Shields, MBE,
for his stewardship of the Battalion from March 2015
through to November 2017. LTCOL Shields led the Battalion through a period of extremely high tempo, where
the Battalion assumed the Army’s contingency force requirements, whilst also deploying two sub-units on known
operations. LTCOL Shields has transitioned out of Army,
moving to Germany with his wife Evelyn and their two
girls, and I know the 5th Battalion family wish them all the
best for the future.
The tempo of the preceding few years has been a key
consideration for me. The Battalion has sought to reinvest
in foundation infantry skills to start this year, especially
the development of our junior leaders. Whilst the majority
of soldiers were still on leave, the Battalion’s Lance Corporals, Corporals and Lieutenants spent a week getting
back to basics. The program was put together by the
ADJT and RSM, aiming to set leadership and training
expectations for this year.
These expectations were further reinforced as all Officers,
Warrant Officers and NCOs completed a five day live fire
range recertification package. Led by the RSM and the
Capability Development Warrant Officer, the training was
extremely well received and has established a solid foundation from which to build in 2018.
The focus for Battalion training in the short-term is section
level capability. The section remains the foundation building block for infantry operations and the section commanders are relishing the opportunity to train their teams.
The employment of the Protected Mobility Vehicles in
each of the sections is a key focus area, with standard
operating procedures continually refined as we identify
new lessons.
The Battalion will commemorate the 49th Anniversary of
the Battle of Binh Ba, with a memorial service at Binh Ba
Lines on 06 June 18. The Officers will then face off
against the SNCOs and Warrant Officers in the BradyTaylor Rugby match, followed by the Trophy presentation
and function at the Gary Holmes Club. All 5 RAR Association members are most welcome to attend. If you intend
to do so, please contact the Battalion Assistant ADJT, LT
Steven Cross at steven.cross@defence.gov.au to receive
further details.
Again, it is a great source of pride to become part of the 5
RAR legacy and I look forward to working with the Association over the next two years.
Duty First,
LTCOL Travis Gordon

FROM THE BATTALION - Cont.
BRAVO COMPANY
Bravo Company endured a tough 2017 with two fatalities
within the Company, PTE Challis and PTE Muscat sadly
perished in two separate incidents. This left the Company
with much sadness in its heart and will continue to do so
for the foreseeable future. The soldiers of B Coy have
had to endure more than most throughout 2017 but have
shown their true character in dealing with these incidents
and have continued to soldier on despite significant challenges.
As we look to the future of the company we see a lot of
positives on the horizon for 2018! The company will remain in the ‘Reset’ phase of the Force Generation Cycle
(FORGEN) until the middle of the year when it transitions
with the rest of the Battalion to the ‘Readying’ phase
where we will look to ramp up our training on the road to
‘Ready’ in 2019. Late last year the company became the
first fully motorised Company within 5 RAR and the challenges that this brings are immense, but so is the capability that the vehicles bring to the modern battlespace. B
Coy, 5 RAR is now at the forefront of warfighting and we
take that challenge extremely seriously, whether it be the
considerable maintenance on the vehicles or the seemingly endless Non-Technical Inspections (NTI), the soldiers of B Coy have been getting their governance in order to enable them to use the full capability that the platform brings under Plan KEOGH (see Editor’s Note).
Within 2018 the Coy has been going through some significant change with regards to manning, MAJ Jacob Osborne came in as the new OC with no previous experience serving in 5 RAR or Darwin. WO2 Craig Maher
joined as the new CSM with almost 10 years’ experience
in Darwin and experience in 5 RAR at every rank level.
There are new and old faces within the platoons as well
which makes it a new dynamic, a new team to bond with
and a new set of challenges to adapt to.
5 RAR as a whole enjoyed a longer than usual Christmas
break after back to back Ready battle Group (RBG) rotations and have come back refreshed and ready to start a
new year. The year began with the Officers and Company
Sergeant Majors (CSMs) returning for the Commanding
Officers’ (COs) retreat down to Tindal, this included long
discussions about expectations, training programs and
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how we wanted to move forward a tight knit team this
year. B Coy as a collective has continued on with the
training early on in 2018, completing the Vehicle Safety
Package, Junior Non-Commissioned Officer (JNCO)
Training under the watchful eye of the Warrant Officers of
the unit and the Range Safety Package where the experienced and recently qualified members of the unit took the
rest of the leadership group through both theory and practical training with regards to running, supervising and
planning interesting, realistic and operationally focused
ranges.
The company has a busy year ahead with multiple training opportunities both in Australia and abroad, the training
progression model established by the battalion has us
well set up to progress to section level live fire by the middle of the year with multiple trips to the Close Training
Area (CTA) just outside Robertson Barracks. Multiple PT
sessions will keep the company in top shape through the
rest of 2018.
The highlight of the year will no doubt be the exercises
the company has planned with the Indonesian Army (TNIAD). The first exercise AusIndo Rhino is being held in
Solo, Indonesia where we will send a training team consisting of 10 soldiers to give lessons on numerous aspects that the TNI-AD have requested us to focus on.
These include vehicle lessons, counter improvised explosive device (IED) lessons and Care of the Battle Casualty
(CBC) training. The second exercise, Wirra Jaya will be
held right here in Darwin where a company from the TNIAD will come over on exchange and B Coy will have the
pleasure of hosting them throughout an exercise that will
provide mutually beneficial outcomes.
Overall, B Coy is continuing to try to improve their soldiering and provide the best capability for 5 RAR that it can.
No doubt there will be some challenges in 2018 but if we
can work as a team and support each other, it will no
doubt be a great year within B Coy at the Tiger Battalion.
MAJ Osborne
OC Bravo Coy
Editor’s Note: Plan KEOGH is the Australian Army’s restructuring program.

CHARLIE COMPANY
A Fresh Start
With a completely new Command Team at the helm,
Charlie Company is preparing for an exciting 2018.
Towards the end of 2017, Charlie Company reintegrated
into the Battalion following their successful tour to Iraq as
part of the 1st Armoured Regiment mission to Task Group
Taji. Late November saw Charlie crowned Champion
Company after a hard fought sports week, a fitting end to
the year.
After two years of leadership the Company was sad to
see Major Tom Green and his team leave on posting. We
wish them the best of luck in their future careers and
thank them for everything they have done for the Company and the Battalion.
2018 looks to be a busy but enjoyable year for the sol-

5 RAR Lieutenants conducting Junior Leaders Development week,
which includes the delivery of orders

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
diers and officers of Charlie Company. Until July, our remaining time in RESET, the training focus remains at the
section level. In the second half of the year we will move
into platoon training incorporating our Protective Mobility
Vehicles as 5 RAR takes on the role of a Motorised Infantry Battalion under the Plan KEOGH restructure.

Charlie Company
conducting PT.

members

The New Year has also
seen a great deal of change
in the command positions of
the Company with Major
Andy Raven assuming the
position of OC, Captain Matt
Schumacher as 2IC and
WO2 Dan Kerwin as the
Company Sergeant Major.
Three new platoon commanders and two new platoon sergeants have also
joined the team. With the
current manning of C Coy
being nearly 120, we are
looking strong for the year
ahead.

The year so far, after returning from a well-earned rest
over the Christmas holiday, started with a JNCO and Officers’ joint command training package. The focus of the
first week was to build a solid foundation of excellence in
our training standards and ensuring our junior leaders
were prepared for the year ahead by covering all of the
administrative and Darwin specific information they will
need. The second week focused on range safety, from
static to field firing. Our range qualified personnel were
taken through comprehensive revision and testing to allow them to deliver challenging, but safe, live fire activities
throughout 2018.
We are excited to have begun our yearly progression with
a series of training blocks and exercises increasing in
complexity, starting in the Robertson Barracks Close
Training Area with EX JACKALS’ CRAWL before moving
further afield to Kangaroo Flats Training Area and later
Mount Bundy. We are looking forward to honing our skills
as infantry soldiers and developing our knowledge of motorised operations.
Of note in 2018, Charlie Company will assume the lead
for interaction with the Marine Rotational Force Darwin
when this year’s contingent arrives in April until October.
We are sure there will be many opportunities to train and
socialise with our partners from the US. A particular high-

Cont.

light will be EX KOOLENDONG, a two week field EX that
has previously included force on force activities. Testing
ourselves against our peers is always a fantastic learning
opportunity, we eagerly await the chance to teach the
Marines a thing or two about soldiering in the Northern
Territory!
LT Cole
OC 9PL

DELTA COMPANY
Back to Basics
Delta Company has focussed on developing junior leaders to ensure success in 2018.

Battalion junior leaders undergoing range training at Kangaroo
Flats Training Area

Following the return of the members of the Tiger Battalion
from the Christmas stand-down period, the JNCO’s and
Junior Officers of the 5th Battalion conducted two weeks
of junior leadership development and range safety as part
of the Annual Unit Range Recertification Training
(AURRT).
The Junior Leader Development Training Week began
with JNCO’s and Junior Officers conducting theory lessons led by the Battalion’s leadership and included lessons on leadership, training design and delivery, resource
booking and activity planning, Plan KEOGH and briefs on
infantry capability and structure. An airsoft familiarisation
was also conducted in the 5 RAR Combat Skills Development Area (CSDA) in order to promote further use of the
facility during training throughout the year. Section attack
demonstrations were conducted on the 5 RAR parade
ground to re-familiarise and standardise the group with
the stages of the attack.
During this period, JNCO’s and Junior Officers also conducted familiarisation training of the 1BDE obstacle
course prior to the group splitting to conduct specific training.
The JNCO’s continued their development training out at
Kangaroo Flats Training Area led by the RSM which included training on delivery of orders, formations and SOP
development, and bullring activities which covered the
stages of the attack and ambushing.

Charlie Company members conducting Obstacle Course Training

The Junior Officers, following high tea with cucumber

FROM THE BATTALION sandwiches, conducted training under the ADJT and OC
Support Company which included testing on Army general knowledge, The Military Appreciation Process, back
briefing and orders delivery with Quick Decision Exercises (QDE) and Tactical Exercise Without Troops (TEWT).
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sounding success. It left the junior leaders of the Battalion confident in their roles as leaders and in their responsibilities to the safe and meaningful training of 5 RAR’s
greatest combat capability; the soldiers of the Tiger Battalion.
LT Macleod
OC 12PL

LOGISTICS COMPANY
Setting the Foundations
Logistics Company has worked hard to inculcate a new
paradigm of best practice for 2018.

Battalion junior leaders undergoing range training at Robertson
Barracks

The following week consisted of Range Safety as part of
the AURRT run by the Battalion’s Senior Range Instructors. The week began with all qualified range staff in the
Battalion conducting diagnostic range testing to identify
skill and knowledge fade with reference from basic to
complex ranges and safety appointments and responsibilities. After identifying shortfalls, revision was conducted
the following day. This included a practical activity run by
Senior Range Instructor’s which covered the topics of
target placement, safety supervisor of manoeuvre groups,
safety supervisor High Explosive weapon systems, the
employment of battle inoculation, and a healthy dose of
Jungle Training Wing Tully ‘warries’.

The end of last year saw busy times for Logistics Company with the introduction of the new LAN121 vehicles and
trailers, issue of wet weather clothing and CO’s Hand
Over/Take Over (HOTO).
The Tech Support Platoon (TSP) grew considerably with
the new Unit Entitlement manning coming into effect for
2018. The Platoon grew from 17 tradesmen to 26, increasing the maintenance capability of the Battalion.
2018 has also seen a large change of key logistic staff
within the Q Store, with the welcome of the new QM
CAPT Sean Knight, RQMS WO1 Paul Gibbs, and CQMS
C Coy SGT Sophat Tun.

The week also included two days out at the Kangaroo
Flats Training Area, or as it is more aptly named during
the wet season the Kangaroo Flats Amphibious Operations Training Zone. During this period, a practical activity
was conducted where members were given further exposure to the different types of ranges. In addition, members
were given the task of designing a complex field firing
range led by Platoon Command teams aided by their
JNCO’s. The Range Safety Week concluded with recertification examinations to confirm what had been taught.
The 5th Battalion has shown a vested interest in ensuring
its junior leaders are both capable and willing to run and
design safe and interesting training. Both Junior Leadership Development and Range Safety Weeks were a re-

Log Company members conducting RSM’s PT

The focus for TSP, Transport Platoon (TPT) and Battalion Q Store (MAIN Q) has been on the Battalion vehicle
safety package and unit governance. The CPLs within
the TSP and TPT worked hard to ensure the vehicle
training was relevant and reinforced the vehicle husbandry culture within the Battalion.
Logistics Company as a whole then focussed on governance within the Battalion and provided training and assistance to the Rifle Companies in order to further instil a
culture of best practice when it comes to management
and governance.
This year has a positive outlook and we look forward to
supporting the Battalion in its logistic requirements whilst
looking forward to commencing military and trade specific
training in line with the CO’s intent.

Delta Company members conducting Battle PT

LT Lavery and WO1 Gibbs
OC TSP Pl
RQMS
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WA - Cont.

The WA Associations Christmas lunch was again held at
our usual venue of 43 Below. This is always well catered
for and 2017 was no exception. Some 50 members and
their wives and partners attended, however, our Representative Alan McNulty had been hospitalised a few days
before and so was unable to command the proceedings
although his good wife Marion and Alan’s son were there
to assist as always. Also, a last-minute absentee was
Bob Armitage.
Given that Alan was unable to attend, the proceedings
were well conducted by Past President, Ken Benson and
was ably assisted by Terry Bates and Russell Briggs.
Terry was prominent in carrying out the auction which
included a half dozen crayfish, supplied by Peter Guyatt,
who was able to provide these having been out in his
boat off Mandurah to collect them. It has been a good
year for this delicacy and members always enjoy bidding
for them and so raising a significant sum of money for the
Association.

rolls, fish bites and pizzas. We had so much food left over
we gave it to office workers who came in for lunch.
Our thanks to Lynette and Laurie Sibson, who arranged
for their granddaughter to make our magnificent Birthday
cake, which they generously paid for.
A raffle was arranged to decide who would cut the cake
and the winner was Bruce Prior.
Overall a great day was had by all, and thanks to the
country people who attended, especially those who travelled from Toodyay and Goomalling.
On ANZAC Day 25
April 2018 5 RAR is
having its Luncheon at
43 Below Bar if you
want to have a beer
before the March it will
be open from 09:00hrs
and members that cannot march can stay and
watch the march on TV
and in comfort.

Other highlights included our Christmas raffle where all
members provide a gift and so this is an enjoyable part of
the proceedings. It appears that Greg Negus and wife
Robyn almost swept the pool as their part of the table
could not been seen for the number of tickets they had
purchased.
Laurie Sibson did an outstanding job of spruiking the sale
of tickets and announcement of the winning numbers.
Terry Bates having been awarded the inaugural most valuable member for 2016, undertook the decision to pass
this award to our President, Alan for 2017. It is the current recipient’s task to select the recipient for the next
year.
Toasts were proposed to the 5 RAR Association and for
departed and absent friends, with the port being supplied
by 43 Below as part of their contribution.
One member who attended and puffed out with pride was
Harry Neesham, who had won a gold medal for water
polo, at the Masters Games held in Budapest Hungary.
This was the first time Australia had won this event and
so Harry was not shy in showing off his medallion. He
may even hang it around his neck for ANZAC Day (what
do you say Harry?)
Ray Ward
11 Platoon 1969

The WA Birthday Cake.

doors to monitor people entering.

We have booked the
front bar for 120 members and guests and it
will be a ticketed event,
security will be on both

The tickets are being printed and I will advise members
how to obtain them at a later date.
Alan McNulty

ACT
The ACT branch held its Christmas Lunch at the Ainslie
Football Club on 7 December 2017. We had a good roll
up with twenty attending. We were all pleased to see
Maureen and Jeff Collins who came along for the first
time. Bill O’Mara’s mate, Chris also joined us and entertained us with his busking skills.

The 53rd Birthday of 5th Battalion was celebrated Thursday 1st March 2018 at 43 Below Bar and Restaurant.
Sickness again has dropped the numbers to 30 members
and partners attending, but it did not stop our laughter
and humour, with deafening noise after just two rounds of
drinks. All hearing aids must have been left at home as
the noise was great.
To honour of the 50 members of the Battalion who were
killed in action in Vietnam, Ray Ward and I read their
names read out.
Sandra Gastev again came to the fore with her generous
array of finger food, sandwiches, pies, quiches, spring

The ACT Association members enjoy their Christmas Lunch at the
Ainslie Football Club.
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A good time was had by all members and partners who
attended, as you can see by the photo.

even the surviving ‘youngsters’ from WWII are now in
their late nineties.

This ANZAC Day’s Dawn Service will be held at the AWM
commencing at 05:30 hours.

Within the RSL who organise the march, there is a vocal
group – the descendants of the WWI veterans who say
that they should lead the march (like some hereditary
peerage) meanwhile the most recent veterans don’t get to
step off until after midday. Now the RSL have resolved
this dilemma by simply reversing the Order so that our
most recent veterans lead the march, then Vietnam etc.
etc. and the WWI descendants will be at the tail end
where they can march to their heart’s content.

The National Ceremony and March will form up on Anzac
Parade behind the RAR Banner, which will be position
number 47 at 10:30 hours.
Bernie Pye

TAS
We had a very successful Christmas function at Campbell
Town which was attended by members from throughout
the state. It was also great that so many members who
were unavailable to come passed on their apologies.
Unfortunately we had to cancel our original Birthday bash
at Bronte Park due to lack of numbers.
We had an alternative function at Binalong Bay; also part
of the world famous "Bay of Fires".
Rodney ‘Chuck’ Kenane was going into hospital for another round of operations for the big "C" on the 1st March, so
we wished him well with a dining out dinner on the 28th
February.

There, that was a long-winded way of saying that we
(RAR Association) will be stepping-off earlier than usual
09:50hrs in Army talk, so FUP in Collins Street, East
of Swanston at about 0910hrs. We march from the CBD
along St Kilda Road to the Shrine of Remembrance.
This year 7 RAR will be leading the march, followed by 8
RAR and 9 RAR – then I think the 2/4, and the 5/7 etc. –
then 1 RAR, 2 RAR etc. We can expect the usual entertainment from the Marshalls as they seek to re-shuffle the
deck.
A reminder that the RAR Association (Victoria) will be
holding its ‘After the March’ get together at the Mail Exchange Hotel, Cnr Bourke and Spencer Streets – raffles,
bagpipe music, membership renewals, discounted beer
and two-up, if that’s your cup-of-tea.
Doug Bishop

NSW

L-R: Irvine Brooks, Anne Coret, Chuck Kenane, Lynette and Kevin
Mulligan at Binalong Bay.

Chuck did his first tour with 5 RAR, his second with 8
RAR, and his third with 67 Ground Liaison. During his
third tour he was badly wounded and casevaced
home. Chuck was to eventually become RSM of 8 RAR.
A welcome guest at Chuck's dinner was the widow of
Gerry Coret, Anne, Gerry was a previous State Representative.

For Anzac Day this year there is again no change to our
form up position in Bligh St between 09:30 and 10:45 hrs,
look for our banner. The route is also same as last year.
When we do the eyes left in Elizabeth St please remove
your hats.
The after march get together, is at the usual venue The
Crown Hotel Elizabeth St, directly down from where we
finish the march
Barney Ruttle

QLD

Kevin Mulligan

VIC
My fellow Tigers, not much to report to you from Victoria
other than to remind you that Anzac Day is fast approaching, and we are looking for a good turn out again this
year. In past years the Order of March (here in Victoria at
least) has been for the WWI veterans to lead, followed by
WWII, Korea, Vietnam etc. Well of course all the WWI
veterans have now been posted to the Elysian Fields; and

ANZAC Day 2018 is not far off, and I am looking forward
to marching with fellow Tigers in Brisbane.
FUP at Mary St (off George St) 09:30hrs, for an official
Step-Off at 10:00hrs. Then, we catch up over lunch at the
Grand Central Hotel, Ann St. Some will make their way to
the Pig ’n’ Whistle, Eagle St.
It would be great to see more of the young Tigers join us
this year!
Paul Foley
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IN MEMORIAM

2782718 LYNN CHARLES PHILLIPS
8 May 1945 - 18 August 2017
PTE Lynn ‘Baldy’ Phillips passed
away peacefully on 18 August in his
home town of Batemans Bay, NSW.
He had been hospitalised for several
weeks.
After completing his recruit and Corps
training he deployed to 1 ARU in early August 1966. Then on 31 August he
joined 10 Platoon, D Company. Lynn served with that sub
-unit until he returned to Australia with the battalion.
A graveside Funeral Service was held for Lynn on 23 August, 2017, at Batemans Bay Cemetery. The service was
attended by family, friends, ex-service and 5 RAR Association members.
His section commander, David ‘Blue’ Babbage gave a
short tribute to Lynn’s service and the time he spent with
5 RAR.

29971 JOHN WILLIAM GILLAN
30 October 1938 - 23 November 2017

29534 CHARLES STUART McLEOD
20 August 1936 - 2017
SSGT Charles ‘Mouse’ McLeod was
listed as having died in ‘Chin Up’, the
TPI VIC magazine, we do not have
an actual date of death or any other
details.
Mouse was an excellent CQMS with
C Company 1969-70 – a hard worker,
great organiser, and one who made
sure that each re-supply was accurate and accommodated the troops’ needs. He was a
very quiet man, and just went about his tasks without any
fuss. He worked closely with storemen such as Blue
Newberry and Ted Suttor during their tenures in that role.
He also worked well with “baitlayer” Paddy Cahill, they
ensured that the diggers didn’t go wanting on operations.
He was returned to Australia, to take his discharge, on 22
October 1969.

37763 ALBERT HENRY WESTERMAN
3 February 1931 - 7 November 2017

SGT John Gillan lost his last battle on
Friday 23 November in his home town
of Toowoomba, QLD.

SGT Albert ‘Bert’ Westerman, late of
Mill Park VIC, died on Tuesday 7
November.

John served in the Mortar Platoon
and as a MFC with Bravo Company
from 3 February 1969 to 10 March
1970 when he returned to Australia
with the Battalion. He was an efficient, respected and diligent MFC
who accepted no nonsense. He developed a friendship
with the Vietnamese translator, SGT Khan.

Bert was deployed to South Vietnam
as the Platoon Sergeant of 7 Platoon,
C Company on the Battalion’s 196667 Tour.

John also served in the Malay Emergency with 1 RAR,
8/9 RAR and other Units during his career with the Australian Defence Force.
His funeral was held on Friday 1 December 2017, at T S
Burstows Funeral Care Chapel in Toowoomba.

5715960 DAVID LAWRENCE STONE
19 October 1947 - 25 November 2017
LCPL David ‘Stony’ Stone passed
away in Western Australia, on Saturday 25 November, following complications with pneumonia.
He was a Rifleman, Platoon Medic
and Section 2IC in 9 Platoon, C Coy
during the Battalion’s second tour in
1969/70. Dave excelled in all three
positions and was a well-respected
and valued member of the tight-knit 9 Platoon team. On
19 May 1969 he received shrapnel wounds during Operation Roadside and ‘Stony’ will also be remembered for
his, at times, wicked sense of humour.
David’s Funeral Service was held at Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park Crematorium, Padbury, WA on Wednesday 6
December 2017. This was followed by a wake to celebrate his life.

He was returned to Australia on 15
June 1966, due to an ulcerated leg
that had developed on the trip over on the troop transport,
HMAS Sydney.
A Funeral Service was held for Bert by White Lady Funerals of Epping, VIC, on Wednesday 15 November 2017.
The service was attended by service mates and a RSL
Poppy Service was held.

42873 MAXWELL BRYAN DAWSON
15 July 1944 - 15 December 2017
PTE Maxwell ‘Smokey’ Dawson lost
his long final battle with illness on
Friday 15 December.
Smokey served as an ambulance
driver with Administration Company,
Transport Platoon, for the full1966-69
tour of South Vietnam.
Smokey was hijacked by Tassie
Wass, as the ‘get-away’ driver involved in the infamous kidnapping of Col Joye. This occurred on the evening before the Battle of Long Tan in
August 1966.
The Funeral Service for Smokey was held at Metropolitan
Funerals, Redcliffe, on Friday 22 December 2017. Several of his service mates and 5 RAR Association members were in attendance at the service.

IN MEMORIAM - Cont.
214823 ALBERT EDWARD TRAPPEL
14 October 1940 - 10 January 2018
On Wednesday 10 January, CPL Albert ‘Bert’ Trappel died in Canberra
Hospital, after suffering a fall at his
home on the NSW South Coast.
Bert, a technical storeman and member of RAEME, served on both of the
battalion’s tours of South Vietnam,
with Administration Company. He
deployed for the full tour in 1966-67
and returned with the battalion in January 1969, until he
was medically returned to Australia in November 1969.
His Funeral Service was held at the crematorium of Broulee Memorial Gardens, Broulee, NSW, on Friday 19 January. The 5 RAR Association was represented at the service, with the RSL Poppy Service being conducted by
Leslie Arnould who served with Mortar Platoon on the
Battalion’s 1966-67 tour of duty.

5716145 GEOFFREY EDWARD SUTTON
17 February 1948 - 4 March 2018
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LONG TAN CROSS’ NEW HOME
An important piece of Australia’s military history will find a
new home after the Vietnamese Government gifted the
original Long Tan Cross to Australia.
Australia’s Ambassador to Vietnam Craig Chittick received the Long Tan Cross from the Dong Nai Province
People’s Committee at a small ceremony at the Dong Nai
Museum in Biên Hòa last month. An Australian Defence
Force member then travelled with the cross on its journey
to Australia.
The Australian Government thanks the Government of
Vietnam for its generous gift.
The Long Tan Cross was erected by Australian soldiers
as a memorial to their fellow diggers who fought and died
at the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August 1966, Australia’s
most costly single engagement in the Vietnam War. It
was removed from the Long Tan battle site some time
after the end of the Vietnam War in 1975. It was reportedly used as a memorial for a Vietnamese Catholic priest
until the 1980s when it was restored and eventually
placed on display by the Dong Nai Province Museum in
Biên Hòa in the late 1990s.

After a short, but brave battle with
pancreatic cancer. PTE Geoffrey
‘Sutt’ Sutton passed away peacefully
at his home in Pinjarra, WA, on Sunday 4 March.
Geoff was deployed to Vietnam and
joined 1 ARU from 18 March 1969
until 29 April 1969. He then joined 11
Platoon, D Company on 30 April, as a
rifleman/forward scout. Geoff served in this position for
the remainder of the tour and returned to Australia with
the battalion.
The Funeral Service for Geoff took place in Bowra &
O'Dea's Chapel, Mandurah on Friday 9 March. The 5
RAR Association was represented and a Funeral Sash
was presented to the family. A private cremation was held
at a later time.

218962 KEVIN JOHN DARLING
23 February 1947 - 30 August 2017
PTE Kevin Darling died on Wednesday 30 August, he
served with 1 ARU in October 1969. Kevin was then posted to Support Company until the battalion RTA’ed and he
joined 7 RAR to complete his tour.
A graveside service was held on Monday 4 September
2017 at the New Dubbo Cemetery.

3786753 BRIAN FRANCIS CUMMINS
22 April 1945 - 6 March 2018
PTE Brian Cummins died in Melbourne on Tuesday 6
March, after a short illness.
Brian served the full term of the Battalion’s 1966-67 tour
of Vietnam with D Company.
A Funeral Service was held at St Agatha’s Catholic
Church, 129 Sladen St, Cranbourne, Vic, on Wednesday
14 March.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull during the unveiling of the Long
Tan Cross at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. Photo: Alex
Ellinghausen

Approximately 60,000 Australian men and women served
in the Vietnam War between 1962 and 1975, including
521 who lost their lives and more than 3,000 who were
wounded.
For many Australians, the long Tan Cross has come to
symbolise our involvement in the Vietnam War. It is a
powerful memorial to the service and suffering of Australian soldiers.
Thanks to the generosity of the Vietnamese Government,
the Cross will now remain in Australia for perpetuity
where it will be honoured, as we honour the men and
women who served in the Vietnam War. The Long Tan
Cross is now on display at its new permanent home at
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.
JOINT MEDIA RELEASE BY
THE HON. MALCOLM TURNBULL MP
Prime Minister
THE HON. DAN TEHAN MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
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July, 1943: Australian troops have now reached the outer
defences of the important Japanese base at Salamaua
and bitter fighting is in progress for the vital position
known as Mt. Tambu. Its fall means the turning point of
the Japs’ long stand to stop the oncoming Australian
Forces from overwhelming their coastal base.
The fighting for the Mount had only begun and the brilliant
effort to capture and retain this peak by "A" Coy, 2/5 Bn,
was, to some extent, made possible by an all night trek to
bring urgently needed ammunition to the fighting Coy.
A party, including Paddy Larter, Ron Beaver, Ned and
Snow Rosiar, Cpl Armstrong, "Butch" Butter and others,
was hurriedly assembled for the purpose of taking rifle
and Bren ammunition and grenades to the garrison. To
lighten our loads, supporting weapons were discarded,
leaving two Tommy guns to protect the 22 men in the party.

ORDEAL BY NIGHT
climbed on, and up for the most part along razorback
ridges.
The precipitous sides which trailed off into deep ravines
echoed back the roar of the rushing waters far below. We
rested on average of nearly one hundred yards, for none
of the men in that party was in perfect physical condition,
due to long months in the fighting zone and at Milne Bay.
As time wore on, our strength ebbed.
To make matters worse heavy rain began to fall in the
early hours of the morning, making it extremely difficult to
keep our feet, and in bad patches, not a little dangerous.
It was at this juncture that a halt was called and an effort
was made to lighten our now almost unbearably heavy
loads. Consequently the covers in which the ammo was
wrapped were left and the bandoliers slung over our
shoulders, leaving both hands free to cope with steep
grades. Slightly rested and with lighter loads, we pushed
on, only to find that two of the boys were missing. We
presumed that they had been taken off the end of the line.
But we were wrong, for some five minutes later two cursing Aussies came stumbling along the track, so annoyed
were they that we should have left them where they had
fallen asleep at the last halt.
THIRST
Once again we struck off. Thirst now became another
source of annoyance and there was not a man in the party who would have thought twice about exchanging his
deferred pay for a drink.
One of the lads must have spoken a prayer for us at the
time, for after a short steep ascent we came upon a
stream trickling through a small gully.

Mount Tambu fighting. Members of 2/5 Battalion firing mortars at
Japanese positions 60 yards away. L-R: Pte Athol James Butler,
Pte Findlay Llewellen "Sonny" Davies, Pte Lance David Copland
and Pte Archie Ronald (Ron) Beaver.

As night enveloped the valley, we moved off to the point
where we were to pick up the ammunition. While we were
still on comparatively level country, a pale moon rose to
cast eerie shadows on the already deceptive jungle track.
We knew little of the route and the distance we had to go,
for none of the party had been along the track before and
so relied on a few hurried instructions and previously
mentioned landmarks. About half an hour after we had
left the main Komiatum track we struck the mountain
stream, which marked the beginning of the nightmare
ascent.
A brief spell was called, and this was to be the last
“smoke-oh" it would be safe to have before morning. The
one thought in our minds at this moment was to see that
the boys got the ammunition before daylight for it was
then that the Japs were expected to try to retake the
ground they had lost.
START OF CLIMB
Immediately on leaving the stream we came upon the
abrupt rise which was the beginning of a 12-hour backbreaking climb. In eerie silence, the track lit by a phosphorescent light common to the jungle by night, we

As heads bent to drink their fill of the muddy trickle, we
little knew that on the slope above lay death in the form of
ten grenades all ready to be hurled down on the unsuspecting party. The owners of the grenades were Australians, but thinking we were a Jap patrol, were preparing to
give a good account of themselves.
A little word, “lolly," saved the situation, for upon bearing it
uttered by an Aussie, the tension eased. We thought that
at last we were there, only to learn that three others,
“Sonny” Davies, Tex Davies, and "Skin" Coogan of this
group had left with sig wire two and a half hours before to
try to locate the company.
SIGNS OF CONFLICT
With the thought that "the ammunition must go through"
at the back of our minds, we moved off, leaving two men
behind, who were too exhausted to come further. Jap ration tins lay strewn round the track, and it was now commonly thought we were in Nip territory. The party pushed
on, relying on two automatic weapons for protection. It
was at this stage that exhaustion and discretion decided
us that we must rest. New hope was born when the two
carrying the sig wire appeared some hours later heading
back, having located one member of the company.
Hurriedly we got to our feet, numb in every joint and still
terribly tired, but with a new strength born of an urge to
see that the company got the ammunition.
All but finished, the party finally came across John Murphy, who told us that the company was some 800 yards
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ORDEAL BY NIGHT - Cont.
further on and had left him, as his wire had run out. Firing
by this time became ominously loud, and an occasional
shell whistled overhead. The final hill up to the forward
position tested us to the limit for, at this stage, we were
actually marching by sheer will-power. Great was our joy
upon arrival at our goal to find that the company was still
holding out and that the new ammunition would save the
day.
Since then, Salamaua has fallen and even though most of
the men that comprised that party finally fought on Mt.
Tambu, I am sure that when they look back on that night,
they feel proud that the battle for Tambu was made, to a
certain extent, a success through their “Ordeal by Night."

SE-QLD/NTH-NSW CHRISTMAS
LUNCH
On Tuesday 21 November 2017, 64 people gathered at
Club Burleigh, Burleigh Heads on the Gold Coast to enjoy
a relaxed Christmas get-together. This number was made
up of ex-Tigers, partners and the NOK’s of Mathew Linton
and David Penman. The attendees came from South
East Queensland and Northern New South Wales for this
annual event.
From the noise generated everybody seemed to enjoy
themselves, some, I have been told were still in the club
at 17:00 hours.

L.D. Copland
2/5 Bn

Club Burleigh staff and
management
looked
after us extremely well,
even supplying a latecomer a hot meal when
he finally arrived.

NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES

For the first time, the
numbers included 3 of
the 1966-67 Tour officers, Ron Boxall, John
Taske
and
Ralph
Thompson.

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.
07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com
QUEENSLAND STATE REPRESENTATIVE REQUIRED
We are currently looking for a member to assume the
position of Queensland State Representative. The role
has been occupied by Paul Foley since 2013, he is now
further involved in another part of his life and needs to
relinquish the position.
The duties of the position are not onerous or time consuming and I am sure that Paul would be happy to discuss them with any interested party. The applicant would
need to reside in the greater Brisbane area.

Ralph Thompson at the lunch.

If any other members
would like to join us in
2018, please contact
Gary Townsend on, 07
5594 4780 or by email at
garyt.5rar@gmail.com

“If you’re afraid - don’t do it, - if you're
doing it - don’t be afraid!” - Genghis Khan

If you are interested please contact Paul 07 3352 2762,
0437 558 684 or pr.f@bigpond.com or Gary Townsend
07 5594 4780, 0412 767 975 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com
D COMPANY PHOTO 1966-67

FIRST WORLD WAR QUIZ

Mathew Bott, the nephew of 6708223 RR ‘Rick’ Bott of 10
Platoon, D Company, is hoping to find a D Company or a
10 Platoon photo that his uncle is shown in.
If anybody can help, please contact Gary Townsend on
07 5594 4780, 0412 767 975 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com

CORRECTION
Q. Who would a “Tommy” have been in the First
World War?
A. British soldiers were called “Tommies” by the Australians
(and by themselves), a reference to Thomas Aitkins, the first
name that the Duke of Wellingto entered into the first British
army sample soldier’s paybook.

On page 9 of the December issue of Tiger Tales, the
‘Delta Company Report’ accredited to LT K Tang, OC of
10 Platoon. LT Tang has contacted me to inform me that
this was incorrect. The article was jointly prepared by
PTE’s Kieren Gallagher (12 Platoon) and Matthew Hancock (10 Platoon).
I extend my apologies and thank Kieran and Matthew for
their excellent article.
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HARRY’S OPENS A GREAT
STALL OF CHINA

VALOUR AND VIOLETS
South Australia in the Great War
Robert Kearney, Sharon Cleary
Close to 35,000 South
Australians enlisted for
service overseas during
the Great War. Around
5,500 never came back.
Countless more returned with physical and
psychological
injuries
that would affect them
for the rest of their lives.
Valour
and
Violets
brings together for the
first time the stories of
the campaigns and battles in which South Australians
served,
set
against the backdrop of
the South Australian home front. Here are the stories of
Frederick Prentice, the first of three Indigenous South
Australians to be awarded the Military Medal; Thomas
Baker, the gunner who became an ace pilot; and Sister
Margaret Graham, awarded the Royal Red Cross for her
contribution to army nursing. Here too are lesser known
stories, such as that of Alexandrina Seager, who formed
the Cheer-Up Society back home and worked every single day during the war, despite losing her youngest son at
Gallipoli. Or Clara Weaver of Rosewater, who not only
lost five sons to the war but also her husband, George,
who died at home before the war ended.
Drawing on the work of the many who have written on the
subject previously, Valour and Violets provides a wholly
South Australian perspective on the impact of the Great
War on individuals, on families and on our state's coastal,
regional, and outback communities.
Robert Kearney, a former 5 RAR member, is a military
historian with insight that comes from 20 years of service
in the Australian Regular Army and a further 18 years in
the Army Reserve, mostly as a commissioned officer.
Valour and Violets is Robert's sixth book about Australia's
military history. In 2016, Robert was awarded an OAM for
his service to military history preservation and the community.

Harry's Cafe de Wheels, a Sydney landmark, has opened
up its first diner in China with the famous meat pies and
hot dogs already proving a hit with the local market during
a week long trial.
A four-star Michelin chef has been employed to oversee
the venture - and even serve behind the counter of the
pie stand - when it officially opens this Saturday (13 January) at Futian in the province of Shenzhen.
"All the ingredients are flown in from Australia, including
the flour, and made exactly the same way we do here,"
Harry's owner, Michael Hannah, said.
"The menu is pretty much the same with the pies really
popular particularly the Tiger, (lean beef pie served with
mushy peas, mash and gravy)."

China’s Harry’s Café de Wheels

Over the past two years, Mr Hannah has been in negotiations with two local Chinese businessmen, who approached him about opening up Harry's in China.
A bakery has been built to make the pies and already in
the trial week, they were a sell out. There are now plans
to open five more stands in the province and eventually
expand across China.
Editor’s note: Michael
Hannah served in
Vietnam with 6 Platoon, 5 RAR from
September 1969 to
March 1970. The
Tiger Pie was named
in honour of the battalion.

Sharon Cleary developed a passion for Australia’s
military history when as a teenager she read A.B. Facey's
A Fortunate Life. A communications specialist, Sharon
came to Valour and Violets in 2017 via her role as manager of the Anzac Centenary Coordination Unit for Veterans SA. Sharon managed the compilation and editing of
Valour and Violets hand in hand with Wakefield Press.
DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors,
omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter.
Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage
suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles
or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the
opinions held by the Association, the National Committee
or the Editor.

As well as China, Michael has stalls operating in America and
the Philippines and is
negotiating with people in South Korea.

Michael at the Futian opening day

This article was printed in the Sydney Daily
Telegraph
on
Wednesday 10 January 2018.

PROGRESS WITH THE NEW
FIRST TOUR BOOK
At the Battalion Association’s Committee Meeting in Sydney on 12th March the editors of the new first tour book,
Professor Bob O’Neill and Brigadier Ron Boxall (Rtd),
briefed the Committee members on progress with the new
book project. In summary, the significant points flowing
from the briefing are:

 Our request for a DVA Grant made under the Salut-

ing Their Service Commemorations Program has
been approved and a Commonwealth Grant Agreement has been received.

 More than 95% of the 31 contributing authors’
pledged contributions have been received and edited.

 When all contributions are to hand much remaining

work on maps, illustrations, photographs, diagrams
and other requirements can be progressed.
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AWM LAST POST CEREMONIES
4719818 PTE ALEXANDER REMELJEJ
On Friday 25 May 2018, the AWM Last Post Ceremony
will be dedicated to the memory of 4719818 PTE Alexander Remeljej, commencing at 16:45 hours.
Alexander was killed by an incoming enemy grenade, as the opposing Vietnamese attacked 5 RAR's
position on April 11, 1969. This
occurred during Operation Deerstalk, some four thousand metres
to the south west of Nui Dat.
The request for the Ceremony to
be held in memory of Alexander was jointly submitted by
his nephew Mark Remeljej and the Glenelg Surf Life Saving Club. Alexander was an active member of the surf
club prior to his deployment to Vietnam.

 An indexer has been engaged and her work can

It is hoped that this occasion will again be supported and
attended by members of the 5 RAR Association.

 Negotiations with a leading publisher who has ex-

235238 LT ERROL LEE

proceed.

pressed an interest in printing and distributing the
book are in progress.

On Sunday 10 December 2017 the AWM Last Post Ceremony was held in remembrance of LT Errol ‘John’ Lee.

 The Committee endorsed proposals put forward by
the editors and appointed them as the project’s
managers to expedite its completion. As Project
Managers they have been delegated authority to
negotiate on behalf of the Committee with the publisher and artwork contractors; and to manage the
allocated budget. This is will avoid delays arising
from constant referral to the Committee for decisions about the many matters which will arise during the project’s final stages.

 The publication date for the book cannot be deter-

mined accurately until arrangements for its publication are in place and the publisher’s advice on all
related matters has been received and final contractual arrangements put in place. The aim is to
expedite these final stages and see the book’s
launch as soon as possible.

Quote: "I have always regarded the forward area of the
battlefield as the most exclusive club in the world, inhabited by the cream of the nation's manhood -- the men who
actually do the fighting.”
"Lt-Gen Sir Brian Horrocks, A Full Life (1960)”

Members of A Company at the Ceremony. Back: Ken Bell, Mick
Roberts, John James, Tim Donnelly, Neville Thomson and Norman
Chiew. Front: Kevin Williams, Sigmund ‘Siggy’ Jablonski.

John was Killed-in-Action on 11 May 1969 when his 1
Platoon came under fire from enemy forces, concealed in
caves, on the Nui Thi Vai hills.
The ceremony was attended by 16 ex-Tigers (see photo
below), which included members of John’s Platoon and
Company. The service was also attended by members of
John’s RMC-D graduating class of 1967.

The Tigers by the AWM Reflection Pool.
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FIGHTING TO KEEP THE SAND OUT OF MY BEER

By William R. Cutler
Published in the Newcastle Herald, December, 1968.
Winner of the AJA Prodi Award for Feature Writing, 1969
DARKNESS is falling. High above the thick Vietnamese
jungle a lone helicopter is punching its way home. Three
thousand feet below, a Digger finishes his last cigarette
before night and listens to the sound filtering through the
trees. Enviously he thinks of the crew of the unseen
'chopper. He sees them sitting back comfortably, cracking
jokes over the intercom as they speed at 75 knots-plus
towards base. He can see them happy at the thought of a
night on the town - in the messes and bars of the nearby
cities of Vung Tau, Bien Hoa or Saigon. He wonders what
the night could bring for his infantry company, spread on
the ground in an overnight position. Already the gloom
under the canopy is thickening. The figures of others
merge with the background of thick bushes and vines, as
visibility decreases. The critical period is approaching. A
low whistle sounds and the company is called to stand-to.
The slight rustle of 100 men moving to their perimeter
posts seems to scream in the stillness. Each man lies in
his shallow shell-scrape and prepares to face the night.
In the distance a flock of birds takes to the air, protesting.
Have they been startled by men in black moving below
them? Has there been a silent pyjama-clad spectator to
our stopover? Is he even now leading his unit back to our
camp to wait for dark before attacking? Will the VC presence be announced in a few minutes with a murderous
burst of automatic fire and a hail of rockets? Or will it be
another night when the only sounds are birds and animals
and from sleepy sentries stumbling to their posts? Nights
are long in the Vietnamese jungle. The combination of
tension and hard earth can make sleep difficult.
THREE weeks or more patrolling through the undergrowth, carrying a 60lb pack, takes its toll. No wonder the
Task Force base at Nui Dat is regarded as a haven by the
infantry soldier. Here he can relax several degrees behind
rows of barbed wire and deep fighting pits. It is far from
his "other world" - the dank, still jungle. At Nui Dat there is
plentiful water for washing and shaving, a can of beer at
the company canteen, and a game of darts or even a
movie. Not much by Australian standards, but a far cry
from the bush life where entertainment is restricted to
picking off leeches or killing scorpions. Life at Nui Dat
comes second on the scale of living standards for Australian troops in Vietnam. The base, about two miles long
and half a mile wide, is home to most of Australia's 7000man contingent. The area draws its name from the small,
scarred hill in its centre. It was established in 1966. It is
the base for all Australian unit operations. The skies
above are crowded with helicopters, transport planes and
artillery shells flung from nearby support batteries. Patrols
daily snake across the broad swathe of cleared ground
surrounding the base, to be swallowed up in rubber plantations and patches of jungle at its border. Hours later
they will be disgorged, sweating and dirty, thankful for the
sight of the rows of sandbagged tents which are home.
PATROLLING of the TAOR (Tactical Area of Responsibility) is a routine task carried out with the minimum of fuss
There is no guarantee, though, of the area remaining free
of guerillas. This is one of the worst features of Vietnam
service. At times it is hard to believe there is a war going
on: at other times it is hard to believe there is anything

else. Operations in Phuoc Tuy Province are mostly clearcut. Troops move into jungle areas where civilians are
forbidden to live and where an innocent Vietnamese has
no reason to go. In the other phases of the Australian
activities, the issues are involved. The areas to the south
of Nui Dat are densely populated. It is here the VC are
entrenched. The major towns like Baria, Long Dien, Dat
Do and Hoa Long have guerilla units drawn from their
townspeople. These units are content largely to restrict
their fighting to the ARVN (Army of the Republic of Viet
Nam) whose small, fortress-like camps can be deathtraps. The Australian bid to reduce the strength of these
guerilla units centres mainly on snap village searches,
ambushes and harassing artillery fire often directed by
spotter planes. Village searches are frustrating and usually fruitless. It is hard to believe that a unit of, say, 150 is
drawn from a quiet little town. Diggers move from a cordon position in line abreast, prodding, overturning and
digging. The villagers watch them blankly while their children rush among the soldiers, cadging cigarettes and
food. Buffaloes, kept in flimsy pens, show the only overt
hostility. They will break free of their restraint and charge
thunderingly, even without provocation.
THE village search is the Nui Dat soldier's main source of
contact with the Vietnamese. Apart from this he will
spend only four days' leave in Vietnam, at the rest centre
in Vung Tau. For the 1000 or so Australians stationed at
the logistic support base at Vung Tau, service in Vietnam
is comparatively a Cook's tour. Their sprawling compound
on the beachfront of the peninsula city is only two miles
from the hundreds of bars and messes catering for servicemen. Vung Tau is neutral ground, apparently because of the VC share of the bar profits, and there is little
risk of fighting. A narrow road built up from swamps is the
only access.
ARVN outposts guard the neck of the peninsula. US
launches patrol the South China Sea coast. For the Australians in Vung Tau and the small group at US headquarters in Saigon it is a good life. For the less fortunate Diggers at Nui Dat, about one-third of whom are combat
troops, there is dull routine punctured by bursts of violence. The "bush Digger" feels strongly about the difference in state of his counterpart. A favourite joke in Nui
Dat sums up the feeling. "What did you do in the war,
Daddy?" "I was in Vung Tau, fighting to keep the sand out
of my beer."
Editor’s Note: It is my belief that William R. Cutler served
at Nui Dat with 1 ARU and 7 RAR from 10 June 1967 until 18 March 1968.
Quote: "Let us be clear about 3 facts. All battles and all
wars are won in the end by the infantryman. Secondly,
the infantryman always bears the brunt. His casualties
are heavier, he suffers greater extremes of discomfort
and fatigue than the other arms. Thirdly, the art of the
infantryman is less stereotyped and far harder to acquire
in modern war than that of any other arm. The infantryman has to use initiative and intelligence in almost every
step he moves, every action he takes on the battlefield.
We ought therefore to put our men of best intelligence
and endurance into the Infantry.”
"Field Marshall Lord Wavell (1945)”

5 RAR ASSOCIATION MEMORABILIA
VIETNAM TASK
A detailed account of the Fifth Battalion’s
first tour of duty in Vietnam. Robert O’Neill
was with the battalion as the battalion’s intelligence officer and kept meticulous notes on
operations conducted by the battalion.
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5 RAR CAP
Black and Gold cap with the Association logo on the front. Just the thing for
the bald spot.

$25.00

Out of Stock - Awaiting Reprint

5 RAR TIE
THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS

A fine quality tie for all occasions.

The 5 RAR year-book of the Battalion’s
second tour in the Republic of South Vietnam. It is a tribute to the 2nd tour members of the Battalion who, for one year,
gave of their best. This is the third and latest edition.

$30.00

$65.00

LAPEL BADGE
A quality lapel pin for the astute 5 RAR
Veteran. 20 x 13 mm.

$6.00

5 RAR HONOUR ROLL
Plaque inscribed with the names
of our members killed in action or
died of wounds during the Vietnam War. 305 x 290 mm.

$35.00

5 RAR TAC PLATES
They fit at each end of your number plate.
130 x 130 mm.

$20.00

HISTORY OF THE 5th BATTALIONS
This 70 minute video commences with a
short history of the Fifth Battalions’ in
Australia commencing 1885 until the
raising of the 5th Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment in March 1965.
This video gives good general coverage
of both tours of the Battalion in South
Vietnam.

$30.00

CAR STICKERS
TIGER HEAD ROUND - T5-90ASSNRND
90 mm Diameter

$5.00
TIGER HEAD C/PATCH - T5-1075GRGO
100 X 75 mm

$5.00
5 RAR PLAQUE

ICB/SVN RIBBONS - 5R-1875ICBRBN
180 X 75 mm

This plaque comes with blank Name
Plate. 205 x 255 mm.

$5.00

$50.00
The items shown on this page comprise the current 5
RAR Association Memorabilia range available for
members to purchase by using the Order Form on
the back page.
The Committee is continually investigating the possibility of producing new products to add to this range.
As new items become available, the Order Form will
be up-dated, the new items announced and depicted
in the next issue of Tiger Tales to be printed.

TIGER HEAD SVN - T5-1014SVNRND
100 X 75 mm

$5.00
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth,
the principal of The Pack Factory, is a
veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of
South Vietnam.

Please indicate use of this form

Remit this form and payment due to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
P O Box 698
CARINGBAH NSW 1495

16
Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Joining/Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia
Membership

1 March 2017 - 28 February 2020

Memorabilia
Partners Name:

Regimental No:

Home Ph:

Rank:

Mobile:

Business Ph:

Address:

State:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

Email:

O/S

Price

Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting)

M

$ 35

The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3)

L

$ 65

Honour Roll

M

$ 35

5 Bn History DVD

S

$ 30

Caps

L

$ 25

Ties

S

$ 30

Lapel Badges 20x13mm

S

$

TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm

S

$ 20

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm

M

$ 50

S

$

$50.00
Qty

Cost

6

Car Stickers
T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round
Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc:

5

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch

S

$

5

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons

S

$

5

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN

S

$

5

Membership Dues (3 Year Period)

$ 50

Grand Total: $
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above,
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - BRIG Justin Ellwood DSC Ph: 02 6144 7947
President

Vice President

Secretary/Memorabilia Officer

Treasurer

COL. Roger Wainwright

BRIG. Ron Boxall

Mr. Geoff Pearson

LTCOL. Bill Titley

Ph: 07 3630 5453

Ph: 02 9524 3177

Ph: 07 4128 4097

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0427 703 406

Mob: 0417 223 001

Mob: 0408 085 337

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

rojobox@bigpond.com

gp@therbco.com.au

titleys@me.com

TT's Editor/Membership Officer

Webmaster

Committee Member

Committee Member

Gary Townsend

Ted Harrison

Brian Budden

Terry James

Ph: 07 5594 4780

Ph: 03 9762 4283

Mob: 0412 767 975

Mob: 0403 907 775

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0414 600 518

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

webmaster@5rar.asn.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

terryjames@iprimus.com.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Geoffrey Luck

MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM

Barry Ruttle

Position Vacant

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0417 488 598

geoff.luck@bigpond.com

blues5@iprimus.com.au

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, DVE, CARRARA, QLD, 4211
ACT Representative

NSW Representative

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

Bernie Pye

Barry Ruttle

Position Vacant

Mo Hancock OAM

Ph: 02 6242 4210

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 08 8556 2732

Mob: 0424 701 784

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0414 566 212

bernie.pye@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

moswhan@bigpond.net.au

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

Kevin Mulligan

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 03 6427 8257

Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0417 373 024

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

kmccoy5rar@gmail.com

doug.bishop@internode.on.net

alanmarian1@bigpond.com

